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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL: 

1. This memorandum of counsel is filed on behalf the Muaūpoko Tribal Authority

(Wai 2139), regarding hearing five of the Wider Inquiry phase.

2. Mr Waretini Kuiti is scheduled to present his #X6 brief of evidence alongside Mr

Tama Paki as part of Panel 2 on Monday 13 July. Mr Waretini Kuiti is currently

experiencing significant health issues and may not be able to travel from Taitoko

to Palmerston North for proceedings taking place next week.

3. Leave is sought for Muaūpoko kaumatua Mr Marokopa Matakatea to join Panel

2 alongside or instead of Mr Waretini Kuiti pending Mr Waretini Kuiti’s ability to

attend.

4. In his #X6 brief of evidence, Mr Waretini Kuiti raises issues concerning socio-

economic matters and institutionalisation in Taitoko in the 1960s and 1970s.

Leave is sought for Mr Marokopa Matakatea to appear, and for counsel to lead

a few questions also relating to these matters.

5. Mr Marokopa Matakatea (b.1948) is of a similar generation to Mr Waretini Kuiti

(b.1962) and has also experienced Police racism in Taitoko, physical abuse in

the Pākehā schooling system, and institutionalisation in both Kohitere

(1963/1964) and Borstal or ‘Rock College’ in Invercargill (1966/67), mirroring the

life experiences of Mr Waretini Kuiti.

6. Mr Marokopa Matakatea appeared at the Nga Korero Tuku Iho Hui held at Kawiu

Marae in Levin held on 17 February 20141 and has an affidavit dated 13

November 2023 filed in the Marine and Coastal Area (Takutai Moana) Act 2011

proceedings and filed on the Wai 2200 record as #W2 pp 187-192. That affidavit

is attached to this memorandum for ease of reference.

Dated at Wellington this 8th day of July 2026 
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Tom Bennion / Emma Whiley / Kudrat 
Counsel for Wai 2139  

1 4.1.0006 p102-107. 




