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Ko wai matou?/Who are we?

Back in 1975, Parliament set up the Waitangi Tribunal as a permanent commission of
inquiry to look into Maori claims about breaches of Te Tiriti o Waitangi/the Treaty of
Waitangi.

The Treaty was signed in 1840, and almost from the beginning Maori complained that
the Crown was not keeping its promises. For a very long time, no one in power was
listening.

By the 1970s, Maori frustration had grown. Member of Parliament Matiu Rata came
up with the idea of the Waitangi Tribunal as a place where Maori could go to present
claims. The Tribunal would hear evidence, find facts, and make recommendations to
the government about what should be done.

The Tribunal’s work leads to wrongs being addressed, and better relationships
between Maori and the Crown.

Ko te aha te ruku-tatari nei?/What is the Justice System Inquiry?

Te Rau o te Tika - the Justice System Inquiry (Wai 3060) looks at how the justice
system has treated Maori. It hears claims about laws, policies, and practices across
the justice system, and asks whether they are consistent with the Treaty.

Maori are affected by the criminal justice system at much higher rates than others, and
we are investigating why that is, and what needs to change.

Tenei wahanga o ta matou ruku-tatari/This part of our inquiry
In this part of our inquiry we are looking into criminal justice, which means:

e Police
e Criminal courts
e Prisons (including remand) and community-based sentences

When we visit prisons, we come to look and listen. We want to hear about Maori
experiences in the criminal justice system. We need to understand how Corrections’
policies and practices affect Maori, so we can report on what we see and explain to
government what needs to happen to comply with the Treaty.
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Kia whakakonae kereme/How to make a claim

If you believe the Crown has treated you unfairly in ways that breach Te Tiriti 0
Waitangi, you can make a claim to the Waitangi Tribunal. You can claim on your own
behalf, or on behalf of your whanau or hapa or other Maori group.

Putting in a claim can be simple and short. It doesn’t need to involve a lawyer until
later on. Just write down:

e Your name

e What happened to you

e Why it was unfair

e How it affected you

e Why you think it breached the Treaty

Send this information by letter to The Registrar of the Waitangi Tribunal, Level 7, 141
The Terrace, Wellington 6011. You can also phone us on 04 914 3000.

Please understand that the Waitangi Tribunal cannot change your sentence. We
are not a court. Your participation helps us build a record of what is happening in the
justice system and could influence future reforms.

Kia korero ki a matou/Giving evidence

Even if you do not make a claim, you may want to tell us about your experiences.
There are only a few more spaces to talk to us in person or online. If you want to do
that, you need to get in touch with us quickly.

You can also write down what happened to you in the criminal justice system and send
it to us when you're ready.

Whakapa mai/Get in touch

Your first port of call is to get in touch with us at the Tribunal. Depending on what you
want or need, we can put you in touch with a lawyer, or kaupapa Maori services who
can help you to prepare a written statement or understand the process better.

Legal aid can pay for a lawyer if you make a claim to the Waitangi Tribunal. An
approved legal aid lawyer will help you apply for legal aid.

If you want help with

e making a claim

e talking to us in person or online

e understanding what we are doing

Send a letter to The Registrar of the Waitangi Tribunal, Level 7, 141 The Terrace,
Wellington 6011 or phone us on 04 914 3000.





