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of a claim by Hirama Tamihana on behalf 
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And  
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TĒNĀ E TE TARAIPIUNARA 
MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

1. This Memorandum of Counsel is filed on behalf of:

a. Wai 113H, a claim by Hirama Tamihana on behalf of Ngāti Huia ki

Poroutawhao; and

b. Wai 113i, a claim by Shane Royal on behalf of Ngāti Kikopiri.

(Claimants) 

2. Counsel are instructed to advise the Tribunal of the Claimants’ position in

respect of the evidence filed by Muaūpoko claimants for the upcoming

hearing week 5 to be held on 13 – 17 July 2026 in Palmerston North. The

Claimants acknowledge that Muaūpoko has a right to present that iwi’s

narrative and on that basis do not wish to comment or critique anything

specific regarding the evidence at this time. Should any issues arise relating

to Muaūpoko evidence, written or presented during hearing week 5, these

issues are most likely to be addressed by way of closing submissions for the

Wider Inquiry phase.

3. In addition, the Claimants have maintained consistent and detailed evidence

throughout this Inquiry and do not wish to limit their ability to engage with a

joint Ngāti Raukawa position or response. However, they wish to have it

noted clearly and explicitly on the record that they reject any claim,

assertion or characterisation that brings the mana of the Claimants’ hapū

into question, diminishes their relationship with their rohe, or is inconsistent

with their own hapū whakapapa, tikanga and kawa, ahi kā, mana motuhake

and rangatiratanga.

Dated at Te Whanganui-a-Tara this 9th day of Hūrae 2026 

_________________________________________________ 

Dr B D Gilling and R M A Soriano 

Counsel for the Claimants  




