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Tracey White - Responses to questions of clarification (Woodward Law) 

2.1 Is there anything that is different today from what it was when you were growing up 
that you consider is contributing to the current raru? 

Today, things feel very different from when I was growing up here in Taitoko, 1963 to the 
present. More people now speak about who they are, who they represent (we knew who was 
who growing up, we did not have to say it on a daily), and who they stand for in iwi spaces 
across the Horowhenua. There seems to be a greater need for people to assert their identity 
and position, and to explain their purpose for speaking. We always heard this on marae 
(Tikanga and Kawa), in my view, this reflects a form of survival within a political environment 
that has largely been shaped by Crown processes and systems. Feels like conquer and divide 
against each other. The last 2.8 years has been shocking; living with this Coalition government 
of today.  

When I was growing up, we already knew who everyone was due to being on marae, Kura, 
interschool sports. Going off to Tangihana with our people to different rohe.  People knew their 
whakapapa, where they came from, and their responsibilities to whānau, hapū and iwi, 
whenua and wai.  Identity was not something that needed to be constantly proven or 
defended on a daily in Hapori. Our kaumātua and kuia had a strong understanding of who they 
were, where they belonged, and their purpose, their boundaries and responsibilities on behalf 
of their Iwi, Hapū, whānau. 

The raru growing up that I occasionally heard discussed by kaumātua was generally about 
matters internal to their own iwi, often relating to fisheries or other iwi-specific kaupapa. It 
was not something that I witnessed affecting relationships between neighbouring Iwi in the 
way that I see today. My Uncle from Ngati Huia would say “Muaūpoko will be doing the same, 
my wife’s, your whānau” (one day when I went to visit and he was working on fisheries 
paperwork, Uncle Iwi Nicolson was there also, that afternoon). This is what I mean when I say, 
my experiences growing up, each Iwi worked on their own Kaupapa and identified their areas 
and what they wanted for their Iwi, Hapū Whānau future generations.  

2.2 Are there any particular circumstances that you consider have especially contributed 
to the current raru, like competition for recognition from central government, local 
authorities, other agencies or government contractors, the MACA proceedings or the 
Tribunal proceedings? 

From my perspective, pre-settled Iwi today are increasingly placed in situations where they 
are competing against one another for recognition, resources, whenua, and wai. At times, this 
competition extends into areas that are outside traditional and historical boundaries. It can 
appear as though there is pressure to secure as much as possible through Crown processes 
while those opportunities could possibility remain available. 
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In relation to our local government, Horowhenua District Council, I have observed that 
engagement often feels limited and transactional. Many decision-makers do not have the 
same connection to the land through whakapapa, nor a deep understanding of local histories 
and relationships. In my experience, there can be reluctance to engage meaningfully with 
Māori perspectives, and colonial systems and ways of thinking continue to shape many 
decision-making processes. 

As mana whenua, Muaūpoko engage with local government and provide guidance and advice. 
However, at times it feels as though consultation becomes a process of compliance rather 
than genuine partnership. The outcome can be that councils are able to demonstrate they 
have engaged with Muaūpoko and fulfilled Treaty-related obligations, while Muaūpoko 
perspectives do not necessarily influence final decisions. 

Locally, as Muaūpoko mana whenua in Taitoko, I believe the minutes and outcomes of some 
Horowhenua District Council discussions reflect these ongoing challenges. Māori issues may 
be placed on the agenda and discussed, but ultimately decisions are often made through 
majority voting processes. Looking ahead, I am concerned that these challenges may increase 
if Māori representation within local government continues to diminish following the current 
local election cycle. Horowhenua voted against keeping Māori ward Iwi seats. 




