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Appendix B 

Post-hearing questions in writing from Dr G Phillipson, July 2026 

Questions in writing in respect of submission Wai 2500, #3.3.81 

1. Re paras 286-288: Re the submission that there was a significant delay in developing

structured policy and service provision for known and foreseeable psychological risks,

did the defence force lag behind the wider New Zealand health system and the

psychological profession in any respects?

2. Do the claimants have a submission in respect of Lieutenant Colonel Kearney’s

position that a specialised defence health system for veterans after as well as during

service is not the solution to the known problems (see Wai 2500, #G6)?

Questions in writing in respect of submission Wai 2500, #3.3.82 

1. Apart from your reference to Dr O’Reilly’s evidence in para 65, please provide

references for your submissions regarding the ‘deteriorating public health care

system’, ‘failing universal public health system’, ‘deteriorating public health care

system’, ‘strained and inequitable public health and welfare system’, ‘stretched’ public

health system, ‘under-resourced, inequitable and failing universal public health system’

and ‘strained public health system’.

2. Para 82: Please clarify what you meant by saying 50 deployments were ‘reclassified

as business as usual’?

3. Para 92: Please provide a reference or references.

4. Para 114(c): Can you please explain your submission that an ‘intrenched military ethos’

perpetuates a ‘reactive rather than pro-active’ approach of VANZ. Please provide a

reference or references for this submission.

Questions in writing in respect of submission Wai 2500, #3.3.99 

1. Paras 243-244: Re the submission in these paragraphs with regard to over-

representation (and other submissions in respect of this issue), please clarify exactly

what you mean by this. It seems that you may have mixed up proportional over-

representation per head of population and absolute or numerical over-representation

at times, especially in paragraphs where you make submissions on over-

representation in the lower ranks and the infantry (I am not referring to the lead scout

and tracker roles here). Please clarify your submissions at paras 243-244 and more

generally if necessary, especially the submission that ‘Māori who were

overrepresented in active combat roles, meaning they likely suffered greater levels of

physical harm than non-Māori’.

Wai 2500, #2.6.54(b)
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2. Para 972: In respect of the Veteran’s Pension, do the claimants have a view as to the 

appropriate monetary value that should or could be placed on recognition and 

reasonable appreciation of their service to raise this pension above ordinary 

superannuation? 

3. Para 845: If Mr Purcell’s letters to the Minister were not filed during the hearings, please 

file copies. 

4. With respect to the submissions on toxic environments, please clarify what is meant 

by a ‘precautionary approach’ and ‘precautionary manner’ in this context? 

Questions in writing in respect of submission Wai 2500, #3.3.87 

1. In respect of your oral submissions, where there are already proven or known problems 

for Māori with, for example, the Accident Compensation Corporation system, this 

should be taken into account in this inquiry – please provide any additional references 

that in your submission would further enable this to be done. 

2. In respect of your oral submissions, please provide any additional written submissions 

(as proposed at the hearing) with regard to the Treaty principles. 

Questions in writing in respect of submission Wai 2500, #3.3.93 

1. Para 20 and para 224(c): Please file a copy of the decision discussed here – Te Ua v 

Secretary of War Pensions. 

2. Para 207: This submission appears to contradict other submissions and much of the 

evidence in this inquiry that Māori Vietnam veterans could not get support for health 

conditions relating to toxic environments until quite late. Please clarify this submission 

and provide any reference or references as appropriate. Is there a particular time 

period or periods that you are referring to here (more specific than prior to 2014)? 

3. Para 223: Please provide a reference or references for ‘Minister Penk’s repeated 

assurances’. 

Question in writing in respect of submission Wai 2500, #3.3.84 

1. Para 11.3: Please provide any reference or references that support the submission 

made in this paragraph in respect of the export to the United States, and please provide 

further particulars in respect of this submission, in particular what the law was in 

respect of such exports at that time. 

Question in respect of submission Wai 2500, #3.3.92 

1. Para 29: Who arranged for the provision of a state house? 
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Question in writing in respect of submission Wai 2500, #3.3.94 

1. Does the Crown’s concession that Māori veterans were likely exposed to a toxic 

environment on Operation Pilaster mean that the Crown needs to change any aspects 

of its current policy and approach towards those veterans and their whānau? 




