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Abbreviations 

The following abbreviations appear within the text or tables 

AJHR    Appendix to the Journals of the House of Representatives 

APGS    Appellate Court Gisborne 

CT    Certificate of Title 

DB    Document Bank/Database 

DOSLI    Department of Survey and Land Information 

ECMB    East Coast Minute Book 

GIS    Gisborne (MLC abbreviation) 

GS    Gisborne (LINZ abbreviation) 

LINZ    Land Information New Zealand 

LINZ IDB  LINZ Image Database –collection of images of historical records available on request 

from LINZ. 

LINZ MTDB  LINZ Maori Titles Database –the index to the part of the LINZ IDB collection that 

includes historical Maori titles. 

LTO CT  Land Transfer Office Certificate of Title (not to be confused with a Maori Land Court 

Certificate of Title) 

MLC    Maori Land Court  

MLCDB    Maori Land Court Database (Auckland University database MLC minutes 1862‐1910) 

MLIS    Maori Land Information System (Maori Land Court database) 

NAC    Native Affairs Committee 

NLC    Native Land Court 

MAC    Maori Affairs Committee 

MB    Minute Book 

NLC    Native Land Court 

ROI    Record of Inquiry 

VAL    Validation Court 

WP    Waiapu 

 

A note on Maori Land Court Minutes Abbreviations 

The Maori Land Court’s abbreviations for Maori Land Court Minutes have been adopted. 

 

Thus Gisborne Minute Book 7 Folio [page] 100 may be abbreviated as: 

 

7 GIS 100 (MLIS abbreviation) 

or 

Gis 7/100 (old MLC abbreviation) 
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Mangatu Blocks Document Project Report and Introduction 
 

Craig Innes 18 May 2012 

Introduction 
The Mangatu Blocks Document Bank is a non‐commissioned research project for the Turanganui‐a‐

Kiwa remedies inquiry concerning Mangatu blocks.  The historian member of the Turanganui‐a‐Kiwa 

panel had concerns that there may have been missing pages in the existing Record of Inquiry 

[hereafter ROI] copies of the Maori Land Court minutes.  In addition the Whanau a Kai claimants 

requested gap filling research on the subject of Whanau a Kai customary interests in the Mangatu  

blocks.  In response, the Presiding Officer instructed Waitangi Unit staff  to: 

 
...review the relevant document banks on the record of inquiry to check that we 
have all the necessary Native Land Court and Native Appellate Court records, 
relevant gazette notices and petitions to Parliament. Given that these are public 
records, we see no difficulty in providing a supplementary document bank if gaps 

are found. 1 
 

The project began on 20 March 2012.  The date of completion set in the project brief was 3 May 

2012 and the final version of this paper was submitted on 18 May 2012.2 The project brief required a 

check of the coverage of the existing documents on the Turanganui a Kiwa inquiry (Wai 814) ROI, 

and if gaps were found, the collection and reporting on the missing documents (summarised in Table 

5 of this document).   

In addition to the checking of Maori Land Court minutes, the project brief also required the checking 

and collection of Gazette notices relating to Mangatu (Volume 1 of the new document bank).  The 

brief also stipulated that references to Whanau a Kai within the Maori Land Court minutes be 

tabulated (Table 3 of this document).  In addition the brief required that all petitions relating to 

Mangatu be tabulated (due to the length of this table it has been attached as an appendix to this 

document; Appendix A).   

The project brief also required the creation of a brief summary document (this document) explaining 

what tasks were completed, the issues arising and any further research needed.  This document also 

provides some context for the users of the resulting new document bank of evidence.  This 

document does not offer any interpretation of the evidence collected. 

                                                            
1 Wai 814, #2.380, para 6.  Direction of Presiding Officer S. Te A Milroy, 27 January 2012.  Turanga a Kiwa 

Inquiry (Wai 814).  A copy of this direction is included as Appendix B to this document. 
2 A copy of the project brief for this project is included as Appendix C to this document.  The project brief 

document is not dated.   
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Methodology 
There were four components to the data checking and collection process in this project: 

 

1. Maori Land Court Minutes,  

2. New Zealand Government Gazette,  

3. Judge’s Notebooks and, 

4. Petitions references. 

 

The methodology for checking and collecting each set of data is outlined below. 

 

Maori Land Court Minute Books 

Copies of the existing ROI Maori Land Court minutes were checked against the Archives ‘Photocopy 

Masters.’3  Gaps within the existing ROI document bank were identified using the indexes of the 

Photocopy Masters set.  Where gaps were found, they were noted and digital copies of the minutes 

obtained using the MLIS system.4  In addition to the issue of gaps, it was found that some of the 

existing ROI copies were illegible.  It was therefore decided to collect all relevant minutes again, 

rather than to provide only the pages missing from the ROI copies.  The resulting collections of 

minutes were then taken back to Archives and the sequences in the new copies were checked 

against the Photocopy Masters collection using the beginning and ends of the sequence.  

The overall coverage of Maori Land Court minutes within the existing ROI documents collection is 

summarised and compared to the new collection in Table 5 of this document.  This table offers a 

summary of the hearings.  The table also serves as an index for the new document bank volumes of 

Maori Land Court minutes (Volumes 2‐7). 

In addition to the main title investigation hearings, other hearings relating to issues such as partition 

and alienation were noted.  These hearings were not included in the final version of the document 

bank as they did not relate directly to the issue of customary interests.   

A number of steps were taken when searching for the relevant hearings for inclusion in the new 

document bank: 

1. Checking the original ROI documents.  The hearings that relate to the documents in the 
existing ROI document bank were checked.  If additional minutes were found these were 
noted and collected.   

2. The Maori Land Court Minute Books Database (MLCDB).  The MLCDB was checked to see if 
there were any major hearings that had been missed in the original ROI document bank.  
This check proved that there were no missing title investigation Mangatu hearings within the 

                                                            
3 The ‘Photocopy Masters’ collection of Maori Land Court minute books, is a collection of loose leaf copies of 
the pre 1974 Maori Land Court minute books.  The collection was created as a joint project by the Maori Land 
Court and Archives New Zealand between December 1989 and December 1990.  The photocopy masters 
include a large proportion of the surviving Maori Land Court minute books.  For instance 455 out of 469 
Minute Books for the Tairawhiti District held by Archives New Zealand have a ‘Photocopy Master’ version. 
4 MLIS: Maori Land Information System, the Maori Land Court’s digital database.  The folios were obtained as 

single TIFF digital images and the relevant sequences constructed in PDF (Portable Document Format). 
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period 1862‐1910 (the period covered in the MLCDB).  The additional hearings relating to 
Waipaoa were identified in the MLCDB. 

3. Key orders registered against Mangatu blocks.  The key orders relating to customary 
interests hearings registered against the Mangatu and Waipaoa blocks were identified using 
the LINZ Maori Titles database5 and the MLIS database.6   

The key orders registered against the Mangatu and Waipaoa blocks were identified as follows: 

Table 1: Primary Titles Orders, Mangatu and Waipaoa Blocks 

Block Acres R P 
Date of 
Order 

Notes* Source* 
MLCMB 

Ref* 
Mangatu 1  100,000  0  0  30/04/1881  Interlocutory 

Order.  Note that the 

first defined order for 

this block was not a 

NLC title order but a 

LTO CT:  GS 36/281 

MLIS  Gis 7/259 

Mangatu 2  11,491  0  22  11/04/1881    LINZ MTDB  Gis 7/202 

Mangatu 3  3,680  0  0  13/04/1881    LINZ MTDB  Gis 7/213 

Mangatu 4  6,000  0  0  13/04/1881    LINZ MTDB  Gis 7/214 

Mangatu 5  20,075  0  0  13/04/1881    LINZ MTDB  Gis 7/216 

Mangatu 6  20,075  0  0  13/04/1881    LINZ MTDB  Gis 7/217 

Waipaoa 1  20,075  0  0  9/04/1881    LINZ MTDB  Gis 7/198 

Waipaoa 
1A1 

632  2  0  5/03/1923    MLIS  Gis 49/367 

Waipaoa 
1A2 

213  2  0  27/09/1926    MLIS  Wp 94/155 

Waipaoa 2  32,550  0  0  26/04/1881    LINZ MTDB  Gis 7/241 

Waipaoa 3  2,000  0  0  26/04/1881    LINZ MTDB  Gis 7/242 

* See abbreviations list for explanation of abbreviations 

 
The dates of each of the orders above relate to a corresponding court decision which may be found 
in the copies of Maori Land Court minute books provided with the document bank (Volumes 2‐7). 
The court orders offer the key index to the important Maori Land Court hearings.  In addition to the 
awards on the determination of title, there were a number of additional key orders relating to 
hearings that relate to the Mangatu blocks: 

                                                            
5 The LINZ Maori Titles Database is a database created by Land Information New Zealand (LINZ).  It relates to 

the incomplete digital collection of Maori Land Court title orders held by LINZ.  It is not a public database, but 

it (along with the digital images) is available from LINZ on request. 
6 The MLIS database was searched using the block name ‘Mangatu’ for orders of the Maori Land Court. 
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Table 2: Other MLC Orders Relating to Mangatu Blocks 
Order Type Date of Order Minute Book Reference 
Determining Relative Interests  11/05/1917 Gis 43/195 
Miscellaneous (annotations re preliminary 
decision) 

28/10/1918 Gis 46 [unclear which page]

Sec 6 Native Land Amendment, Native Land 
Claims Adjustment Act 1917 

13/12/1922 Gis 46/330 

Sec 13 Maori Purposes Act 1944  18/03/1948 Gis 70 [unclear which page]

Sec 15 Maori Purposes Act 1951  1971  ECMB 1/310‐318, 355‐356 

Mangatu 1,3,4 Incorporation  7/02/1973 Gis 102/304‐305 
 

In addition to the steps listed above, manual searches of the indexes of the ‘Photocopy Masters’ 

were conducted.  The indexes from following volumes from the Photocopy Masters collection were 

checked: 

Appellate (Gisborne) MB  9, 21 
Block Committee MB    1,2 
Chief Judge (Head Office) MB  1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 [several volumes without indexes] 
Chief Judge (Tairawhiti) MB  1, 1A, 2, 3, 4 
East Coast MB    1, 2 
Gisborne MB  7,8,9,11,12,13, 15, 17, 23, 26, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 

38, 39, 42, 43, 45, 46, 49, 70, 71, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82 
[no index], 83, 84, 85, 94, 102  

Maori Land Board (Tairawhiti)  7,8,9 
Recorder (Booth) MB     1 , 5 [aka 2A], 6 [aka 2B], 7[aka 2B], Waiapu (1‐5) 
Validation Court MB    5, 7  

 

Waipaoa Blocks minutes 

The project brief specifies that the documents collected were to relate to the Mangatu Blocks.  It 

should be noted that the Mangatu Forest extends outside of the area of the original Mangatu Blocks 

and straddles the following blocks (see map within this document): 

Mangatu 1 
Mangatu 2 
Waipaoa 1 
Waipaoa 2 
 
Subsequent to the commencement of the project, Dr Parsonson requested that copies of the 

Waipaoa hearings also be collected.  These are presented in the final volume of the document bank 

(Volume 7).  Readers should note that the title investigations of the Waipaoa were limited to two 

hearings in 1881 (with the exception of the two relatively small blocks of Waipaoa 1A1 and 1A2 

subject to very short hearings in 1923 and 1926 respectively) and were not subject to lengthy 

appeals or reinvestigations.  The volume of minute book evidence collected for the Waipaoa blocks 

is therefore much smaller than that collected for the Mangatu blocks. 
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New Zealand Government Gazettes 

The New Zealand Government Gazettes were searched using the LexisNexis database the ‘New 

Zealand Gazette Archive’ and keywords based upon the following terms or words: 

 Mangatu 

 Mangatu Incorporation 

 Mangatu No. 1 Empowering Act 

 Native Land Amendment and Native Land Claims Adjustment Act 1917, 1921 & 22 

 Maori Purposes Act 1947, 1951, 1953 & 1970 

 

All of the relevant gazette notices were collected and collated into a document bank volume 

(Volume 1) with the relevant sections highlighted.   

Judge’s Notebooks 

Judge’s or Assessor’s notebooks often offer an additional record of Native Land Court hearings.  

Where they are available they can be a valuable source of information.  Unfortunately no Judge or 

Assessor notebooks were identified for the significant Mangatu or Waipaoa hearings.  The following 

collections were checked for Judge’s or Assessor’s Notebooks: 

 Archives New Zealand –MLC Minute Books Microfilm Collection 

 Archives New Zealand –Photocopy Masters Collection 

 Archives New Zealand –Repro Collection (bound photocopies) 

 Alexander Turnbull Library   Judge’s personal papers (searched through Tapuhi, the National 

Library’s digital catalogue for unpublished material) 

 

Mangatu Blocks Petitions 

Petitions were searched using the Waitangi Tribunal Unit’s   ‘Database of Indexes    to  Maori 

Petitions  to Parliament (Legislative Council and House of Representatives)’7.  

 

The Appendices to the Journals of the House of Representatives for the period 1881 to 1924 were then 

manually checked and additional petition references were added to the petitions table (Appendix A).  

  

                                                            
7 The Maori Petitions Database was created by the Waitangi Tribunal Research Unit in 1997, updated 2002.
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A total of 38 references to petitions relating to the Mangatu blocks were found.  These references 

are summarised in Appendix A attached to this document.  References to petitions already within 

the ROI are marked “Y” under “A21” in the right hand column of the table.  Readers should note that 

the text within the petitions table is a mixture of direct quotation from the original and summary 

notes. 

 

Minute Book References to Whanau a Kai  
The minute books up to the determination of ownership of Mangatu 1 in 1923 have been checked 

for references to Kai or Whanau a Kai.  The project brief also listed alternative names to check for 

including Ngati Maru, Ngati Hine or Ngati Rua.  All of the references found are listed below. 

Table 3: Minute Book References to Whanau a Kai 

MB*  References to Whanau a Kai 

Mangatu Hearings 

Gis 7  142, 145, 146, 147, 149, 152, 154, 155, 156, 157, 160, 170, 171, 176, 175, 177, 178, 179, 

181, 183, 184, 185 (Whakapapa), 186,199, 200 

APGS 21  12 (sons of Ihu), 14, 23, 24, 25, 26, 28, 29, 32, (Whakapapa), 38, 40, 44, 53, 118[?], 122, 

123[?], 128‐11 [Handwriting difficult to read] 

GIS 42   133, 134, 156 [Handwriting difficult to read] 

GIS 43  141, 154, 155, 156 (Whakapapa) 

GIS 45  23 (whakapapa), 25, 26, 32 (whakapapa), 34, 35, 37, 46, 48, 49, 64, 65, 72, 83, 85, 86, 

87, 89, 90, 110, 111, 112, 118, 120, 127, 133, 174 (whakapapa), 180, 196, 197,218, 220, 

229, 230, 239, 246, 249, 251, 252, 255, 256, 257, 258, 259, 263, 264, 265, 266, 267, 269, 

270, 281, 287, 289, 292, 293, 294, 295, 296, 297, 298, 299, 301, 313, 316, 317, 320 

(whakapapa), 322, 340, 345, 346, 350 

GIS 46  25, 31, 32, 36 (whakapapa), 38, 39, 50, 57, 67, 68, 70, 77, 78, 79, 85, 86, 95, 96, 98, 100, 

101, 102, 111, 120, 121, 124, 125, 127, 159, 160, 167, 169, 170, 177, 178, 184, 185, 186, 

195, 196, 206, 212, 213, 287, 288, 291, 300 

Waipaoa Hearings 

GIS 7  114 

*Note that references have only been checked in these listed volumes.  References judged to be 

most important in bold.   
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 Mangatu 1

Mangatu 5

Mangatu 6

Mangatu 2

Mangatu 4

Mangatu 3

Waipaoa 2

Waipaoa 1

Waipaoa 3

Waipaoa 1A1
Waipaoa 1A2

Mangatu & Waipaoa Blocks ´

Legend
Inquiry District  Boundaries
Mangatu Crown Forest
Mangatu Blocks
Waipaoa Blocks

Showing Mangatu Forest and the Gisborne & East Coast Inquiry Districts

0 5,000 10,0002,500 Metres
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The New Document Bank 
The following volumes of documents have been compiled for this project (the detailed breakdown of 

the Maori Land Court minute book references are shown on Table 5): 

Table 4: New Document Bank Volumes 

Vol  Containing  Pages 

1  NZ Government Gazettes  170

2  MLC Minutes –Mangatu  222

3  MLC Minutes –Mangatu  340

4  MLC Minutes –Mangatu  338

5  MLC Minutes –Mangatu  223

6  MLC Minutes –Mangatu  255

7  MLC Minutes –Waipaoa  37

TOTAL  1585

 

In addition to the summary information presented in Table 5, additional summary information 

relating to hearings has been included as a summary sheet before the copies of the minutes for each 

hearing in the document bank volumes.  Where the hearings occurred prior to 1910 this summary 

information was derived from the MLCDB.  In all other cases basic summaries have been drafted in a 

similar style.   

10



Table 5. Key Native Land Court Hearings, Mangatu & Waipaoa Blocks

Mangatu
Ref* Folios in this DB† Folios in Wai 814 

#A21 DB Index‡
Description Judge Start Date DB 

Vol
DB p.

007 GIS 99-106, 138, 140-147, 
149-197, 199-203, 208-
209, 213-217, 231-232, 
253, 257-262, 265, 272

99-106, 138, 140-147, 
149-197, 199-203, 208-
209, 212-217, 231-232, 
253, 257-262, 265, 272

Mangatu Title 
Investigation

Heale & 
O'Brien

18/3/1881 2 1-92

042 GIS 58-64, 119-156, 204, 
381-383 

58-64, 116-156, 204, 
381-383 [116-118]

Relative Interests, 
Mangatu 1

Jones 20/11/1916 2 93-142

043 GIS 133-136, 138-211, 214 133-214 [137] Relative Interests, 
Mangatu 1

Gilfedder 23/04/1917 2 143-222

045 GIS [20-358]  
n.a.

Mangatu 1 & 4 Incl of 
Taupara

Rawson 8/08/1918 3 1-340

046 GIS 1-331 [1-22, 26-64, 143, 
225-257, 269-303, 312-

328]

23-25, 65-142, 144-223, 
224-241B, 258-268, 304-

311, 329-331. 

Mangatu 1 & 4 
Inclusion of Taupara.  
Case resumes after 
appeals Nov 1921.

Rawson Continued 
from GIS 45

4 1-338

021 APGS 2-44, 50-56 1-56 [1, 45-49] Mangatu 1 & 4  Appeal Jones 8/05/1922 5 1-51

021 APGS 74-142 [74-128, 133-
142 pagination differs]

129-132  (some pages 
of decision missing)

Mangatu 1 & 4  Appeal Jones 29/09/1923 5 52-121

070 GIS [100-165] n.a. Mangatu Shares Morison 11/03/1948 5 122-188

074 GIS [244-274, 311-322] n.a. Mangatu Incorporation Smith 11/11/1952 5 189-221

075 GIS [10]
n.a.

Mangatu Incorporation 
Decision

Smith 10/02/1953 5 222-223

001 EC 88-333, 355-356 [88-91, 
319-333]

92-318, 355-356 Mangatu 5 & 6 hearing Haughley 23/07/1968 6 1-252

102 GIS [303-304] n.a. Mangatu Incorporation Gillanders 7/02/1973 6 253-255

Waipaoa
Ref Folios in this DB Folios in Wai 814 

#A21 DB Index
Description Judge Start Date DB 

Vol
DB p.

007 GIS [106-109, 113-122, 198-
199] n.a.

Waipawa 1 
Investigation of Title

Heale & 
O'Brien

19/03/1881 7 1-17

007 GIS [209-212, 231-232, 241-
244] n.a.

Waipawa 2 
Investigation of Title

Heale & 
O'Brien

12/04/1881 7 18-28

049 GIS [367]
n.a.

Waipaoa 1A1 
Investigation of Title, 
Freehold Order

Browne 5/03/1923 7 29-30

094 WP [133, 143, 146-149, 155]
n.a.

Waipaoa 1A2 
Investigation of Title, 
Freehold Order

Carr 23/09/1926 7 31-37

* See abbreviations section in summary document for abbreviations
†Numbers in bold in square brackets denotes pages not found in Wai 814 #A21 DB
‡Numbers in itallics in square brackets are pages found in Wai 814 #A21 DB found to be not relevant
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IN THE WAITANGI TRIBUNAL 

Wai 814 
Wai 1489  

 

CONCERNING the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 

 

AND the Tūranganui a Kiwa Inquiry  

 

AND  an application for an urgent 

remedies hearing by Alan Parekura 

Torohina Haronga Junior on behalf 

of The Proprietors of Mangatū 

Blocks Incorporated 

_________________________________________________________________ 

MEMORANDUM-DIRECTIONS OF THE PRESIDING OFFICER 

CONCERNING RESEARCH 

27 January 2012 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Claimant Counsel  
K Feint (Thorndon Chambers) for A Haronga (Wai 1489) 
J Kahukiwa (Corban Revell) for TAMA (Wai 274, 283, 957, 323, 895, and 995) 
T Bennion (Bennion Law) for Ngāriki Kaiputahi (Wai 499, 507 and 874) 
R Boast, L Carter (Kensington Swan) for Te Whānau a Kai (Wai 892) 
T Afeaki (Tika Chambers) for S Nikora (Wai 129) 
B Tupara (Kahurangi Law) for KN Nikora (Wai 915) 
S Webster, Ms J Tapsell (Koning Webster) for Rongowhakaata (Wai 684) 
G Powell, R Smail (Powell Webber) for Ngā Uri o Te Kooti Rikirangi (Wai 856) 
D Stone, N Milner (Kahui Legal) for Ngai Tāmanuhiri (Wai 917) 
 
Crown Counsel 
V Hardy, C Linkhorn, R Hogg  
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Research 

1. In my memorandum-directions of 20 January 2012 (Wai 814, #2.379) I indicated that, the 

Tribunal would respond to Te Whānau a Kai’s proposal for a fresh research report. The 

Crown’s memorandum of 19 December 2011 also refers to the need for claimants to 

identify any gap-filling research that may be needed in relation to evidence of prejudice 

suffered in relation to Treaty breaches (Wai 814, #2.375, para 30). At this point no other 

claimants have asked for new research to be undertaken for the purposes of this inquiry. 

2. TWAK seeks gap-filling research on the “tenurial history” of the Mangatū block, that would 

examine customary interests and review the various Land Court inquiries and 

determinations (Wai 814, #2.378, paras 6.1–6.8). Ngāriki Kaiputahi (NK) gave only 

qualified support to a “tenurial history”, arguing that it should be a block summary limited 

to legal tenure only (Wai 814, #2.377, para 4.2). This would presumably not address 

customary interests at all. The Mangatū Incorporation questioned the relevance and 

helpfulness of the proposed research but stated that there was no strong objection to its 

being undertaken provided that it did not delay the hearing (Wai 814, 2.376, para 22). 

3. In considering the proposal, the Tribunal has weighed up the concerns expressed by 

TWAK as to its difficulties in preparing for this inquiry. TWAK has submitted that there are 

a number of links between TWAK and the Mangatū block, and that TWAK “do not 

necessarily accept that the ... Native Land Court decisions ... were completely correct” 

(Wai 814, #2.378, paras 3.1–3.7). 

4. We are mindful that Chapter 14 of the Turanga report on the Mangatū title determination 

focussed on the Ngāriki Kaiputahi story. This was also the focus of much of the 

commissioned research considered. There was no wider report on customary interests in 

the Mangatū block. Nevertheless, copies of the Native Land Court minute books were 

filed in document banks available to all (3 vols: Wai 814, #A21b –#A21d). 

5. We are willing to hear evidence on customary interests in the Mangatū block. We 

consider that kaumatua evidence and a brief of evidence by an expert witness interpreting 

the existing evidence on the record of inquiry ought to be sufficient at this point in the 

inquiry. We are prepared to reconsider research needs if necessary once we are in 

receipt of such evidence. 

6. In the meantime, we have instructed staff to review the relevant document banks on the 

record of inquiry to check that we have all the necessary Native Land Court and Native 

Appellate Court records, relevant gazette notices and petitions to Parliament. Given that 

these are public records, we see no difficulty in providing a supplementary document 

bank if gaps are found. 

7. As stated in the previous memorandum-directions, we will proceed on the basis that 

evidence will be presented by way of brief of evidence/witnesses at hearing. All claimants 

will, of course, be entitled to call kaumatua evidence.  

The Registrar is to distribute this direction to all parties on the notification list for Wai 814, the 

combined record for the Tūranganui a Kiwa inquiry. 

DATED at Hamilton this 27th day of January 2012 

Judge S Te A Milroy 
Presiding Officer 
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1 

RECORDS DOCUMENT PROJECT 

Project Details 

Project Type: Non-Commissioned 

Researcher: Craig Innes 

Advisor: Cathy Marr 

Commissioning agency: Waitangi Tribunal Unit 

Number of researchers 
required: 

1 

Duration: 6 weeks (30 working days) 

Start date: 20 March 2012 

End date: 3 May 2012 

Research Background 

The Tūranganui a Kiwa inquiry is in the process of considering a number of remedies 
applications concerning the Mangatū forest. One party, Te Whānau a Kai, has sought 
gap-filling research on the customary interests of Te Whānau a Kai and any links to the 
Mangatū forest (see Wai 814, #2.380, para 2). In addition, the historian member has 
concerns that copies of NLC minutes appear to have pages missing. 

In response, the presiding officer has instructed Waitangi Tribunal Unit staff to: 

review the relevant document banks on the record of inquiry to check that we have 
all  the necessary Native  Land Court  and Native Appellate Court  records,  relevant 
gazette notices and petitions to Parliament [Wai 814, #2.380, para 6]. 

This requires a review of the document banks of source records filed on the record of 
inquiry to establish whether they are correct and complete. A supplementary document 
bank may be filed if any significant gaps are found. 

Research Task 

Check the completeness of coverage of existing document banks on the Wai 814 
Record of Inquiry for the records identified that relate to the Mangatu blocks, and check 
for any references to Te Whānau a Kai while doing so. 
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Research Scope 

The documentary sources to be covered are: 

 Māori Land Court Minute Books 
 Judges notebooks (minute books) 
 Petitions 
 Gazettes 

The principal classes of records to be checked are copies of Native Land Court 
documents, including the minutes of the various Courts, Court orders and judge’s 
notebooks if they are held for these cases. Relevant petitions to Parliament should also 
be checked for completeness.  

Other records found in the basement record collection of the Gisborne MLC have been 
copied for the ROI. These include minutes of meetings of owners, and some petitions 
papers. At present, no issue has been raised about the completeness of these copies 
and any need or further search of the Gisborne MLC premises will be decided after 
further evidence is heard. 

Research Objectives 

1. Māori Land Court Minute Books 

Records for all relevant Court hearings, rehearings and appeals for the Mangatu blocks 
(1881-1970). The ROI copies need to be checked for completeness. It is possible 
missing pages were left out of copying because they are blank. The existing copies need 
to be checked against the Archives NZ photocopied set.  

According to our records, relevant minutes to check would be: 

 NLC minutes re investigation of title 1881 (GMB 7) 
 NLC determination of interests 1916-17 (GMB 42, 43) 
 Taupara appeal hearing 1918 (GMB 43) 
 NLC final determination of interests 1921 (GMB 46) 
 Native Appellate Court inquiry and judgment 1922 (NAC MB 21) 
 NLC further determination of interests 1922 (GMB 46) 
 Native Appellate Court judgement 1923 (NAC MB ?) 
 East Coast Land Investigation 1956-71 for Mangatu 5 and 6 (MB?)  

This is a total of around 830 pp. As these pages are checked the researcher should 
identify any mention of Te Whānau a Kai in these minutes, compiling a table index of the 
references.  

The researcher should also cross-check the Auckland Library index of NLC minutes to 
ensure no hearings have been missed. If so, they need to be added.  

2. Judges notebooks (minute books) 

While checking the Māori Land Court minutes, the researcher should note the names of 
the judges involved for the relevant dates and then check and identify and copy any 
judges’ notebooks for these cases. 
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3. Petitions 

We have a list of petitions and copies in the ROI. It is not clear how these petitions were 
chosen and how complete they are. The researcher should check against existing 
indexes of petitions to Parliament held by the WTU from Maori for the period 1881-1975 
and identify any further petitions concerning the Mangatu blocks. This should further 
identify any that mention Te Whānau a Kai. This list should be sent to Dr Parsonson 
alongside the list of existing copies for decisions on what if any additional petitions 
should be copied.  

4. Gazettes 

The researcher should check any gazette notices in the existing document banks, and 
cross-check them against an e-search of digitized gazette notices for: 

 Mangatu Incorporation 
 Mangatu No 1 Empowering Act 1893 (we already have a copy of the gazetted 

bylaws under this Act) 
 Native Land Amendment and Native Land Claims Adjustment Act 1917 
 Native Land Amendment and Native Land Claims Adjustment Act 1921-22 
 Maori Purposes Act 1947 
 Maori Purposes Act 1951 
 Maori Purposes Act 1953   
 Maori Purposes Act 1970 

5. References to Te Whānau a Kai 

Te Whānau a Kai may be recorded under various 19th Century spellings: 

 Waranakai 
 Wananakai 
 Whānauakai 

Alternatively it may be referred to by closely-linked hapū: 

 Ngāti Maru 
 Ngāti Hine 
 Ngāti Rua 

6. Supplementary Document Bank 

If any significant documents are found to have been omitted, the researcher will compile 
an indexed supplementary document bank of any further documents found. 

7. Summary Report 

The researcher will write a brief summary report (2-5 pages) of the work completed, any 
issues arising, and any further research needed. 

27



Waitangi Tribunal Unit | Project Brief  

4 

Project timeframes 

 
Task Duration 

(days) 
Checking minute books (approx 55pp per day) 15 
Cross-checking Auckland University minute book index 2 
Identifying petitions for Dr Parsonson 3 
Checking and searching gazette notices 3 
Supplementary document bank 5 
Summary report 2 

Total: 30 
 

Supervision 

This project will be supervised by Samuel Carpenter on a daily and weekly basis. 

Delivery of Research 

The researcher will present a summary report and, if necessary, a supplementary 
document bank, to the project supervisor within 30 working days of the start of the 
project.  
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