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Chronology of important Petitions and Events affecting
Ngariki Kaiputahi interests in the Mangatu Block
1881 - 1975

Document Bank Vol 1

1881

The Native Land Court investigates the customary title to the Mangatu block and vests
the land in 12 persons. The names of 179 people are also listed in Court records as
persons who would be entitled to be declared owners.

1893

The Mangatu No. 1 Empowering Act 1893 is passed. It notes that the fact that the Native
Land Court would only recognise the 12 persons as owners for purposes of succession
has led to difficulties. It declares the 179 persons listed in 1881 to be owners of the
Mangatu Block and incorporates them as a body corporate (ss2 & 3). It provides for the
election by the owners of a Committee of Management of seven owners (s4). The
Committee may make bylaws which must be approved by the Governor in Council (s6).
Section 9 provides that the relative shares of the owners shall be worked out by consent.
If there is any dispute, the relative shares are to be determined by the Native Land Court
“as if the said land were subject to the ordinary jurisdiction of that Court.”

1895

Bylaws for the Mangatu Incorporation are approved. Owners are given one vote (cl 17).
Ordinary resolutions are determined by a majority of voting owners, special resolutions
by % of voting owners (cl 1). Decisions of the Committee of Management are determined
by a majority vote. The chair had a casting vote (cl 34).

1899
Mangatu No 1 is vested in trust with the Commissioner of Crown Lands and the Surveyor
General.

1915
Death of Wi Pere.

1916

November
Native Land Court begins its determination of the relative shares of owners in the
Mangatu Blocks.

29 November
Native Land Court makes an initial determination that “the people in the title to Mangatu
are not entitled to set up rights under the conquest through Taupara as a substantial right.”
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Taupara make several petitions to Parliament which the Native Affairs Select Committee
recommends be referred to the Government for inquiry.

1917

11 May
The Native Land Court makes a determination on the relative interests of the owners. It
awards:

Wahia 57,000 shares
Wi Pere whanau 15,000 shares
Wi Haronga whanau 11,000 shares
Ngariki 15,000 shares

Native Land Laws Amendment and Native Land Claims Adjustment Act is passed.
Section 6 provides that the Native Land Court may inquire and determine, as in its
ordinary jurisdiction on investigation of title, what members of Whanau-a-Taupara Hapu
are entitled to interests in Mangatu No 1 & 4 blocks, in addition to the names set down in
1881.

Document Bank Vol 2
1918

28 October

The Native Land Court makes a preliminary determination that s6 of the Native Land
Laws Amendment and Native Land Claims Adjustment Act 1917 means that, as well as
“fresh” applicants under Taupara being admitted to Mangatu No 1 block, Taupara
owners in Mangatu No 4 may claim additional shares in Mangatu No 1, but not vice
versa. On this basis, the Court admits a further 126 or so owners into Mangatu No 1
saying that they have the same right as Wi Mahuika ie having “mana over the Ngariki”.

1919

11 August

In a split decision, the Native Appellate Court upholds Native Land Court’s interpretation
of s6 of the Native Land Laws Amendment and Native Land Claims Adjustment Act
1917. The appellants had raised a concern that the Native Land Court decision “brings a
large number of Persons into No. 1 Block without real trial of their rights”. The Native
Appellate Court regarded that concern as premature.
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1921

July
The full Court of the Supreme Court upholds the majority decision of the Native
Appellate Court.

7 December

The Native Land Court determines the relative shares of Wahia, Taupara and Ngariki on
the Mangatu No 1 & 4 blocks. It finds Taupara entitled to a large award, including the
152 “new Taupara’s” ie those admitted by the October 1918 decision. “As to the Ngariki
it seems cleare that they were really dependants of the other two hapus and were largely
intermarried with N’Wahia ... . As to N’Wabhia it is beyond dispute that they are entitled
to the largest award. They were admitted in 1881, the Court stating that Wi Pere and Wi
haronga and the descendants of Wahia were the chief owners.”

1922

29 June

Native Appellate Court dismissed several Ngariki appeals against the 8000 shares
awarded by the Native Land Court on 7 December 1921. The Court noted that “The
addresses by the conductors for appellants appear to us to mainly consist of an attempt to
show that the judgment of 1881 was erroneous. This however is not open to them to do.”

1923

12 October

The Native Appellate Court determines several appeals concerning the distribution of
shares between the various Ngariki groups. This includes an appeal by Hira Te Uatuku
that the 3800 shares for Pera Te Uatuku’s people is insufficient.

Document Bank Vol 3

1947

The Maori Purposes Act 1947 provides for that the administration of Mangatu Inc by the
East Coast Commissioner is discontinued and control is returned to the beneficial owners.
The Committee of Management is to consist of 7 members elected by “the recognized
hapus into which the equitable owners as a tribe are subdivided — namely, Ngariki,
Wahia, Taupara, and Whakauaki”, with Ngariki having 1 member on the Committee,
Wabhia 3, Taupara 2, Whakauaki 1.

1950
The Maori Purposes Act 1947 is amended to provide that the Members of the Committee
of Management shall be elected by “the recognized hapus into which the equitable
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owners as a tribe are subdivided — namely, Ngariki, Wahia, and Taupara” with Ngariki
having 1 member on the Committee, Wahia 3 and Taupara 2. One member will be
elected by the owners as a whole.

1951

The Maori Purposes Act 1951 provides that the Maori Land Court shall determine the
relative shares and interests of persons in Mangatu 5 & 6 (ie Mangaotane) as if the land
were Maori customary land (ss14-15).

1953

Petition to Parliament of Iwi Ruru expressing concern about the system of elections to the
Committee of Management for Mangatu Incorporation. Complains that “it is possible for
owners if they so desire as some do to claim ownership through any one of the three
possible hapus and to vary their hapu at will for the purposes of successive elections.”
Seeks to have each equitable owner determined as either Wahia, Ngariki or Taupara and
then for Taupara interests to be partitioned out of the Mangatu No 1 block.

Maori Purposes Act 1953 (s23) provides that future Committees of Management for
Mangatu block shall be elected by way of the general rules for Maori incorporations (ie
under s 294 Maori Affairs Act 1953).

1958
Petition to Parliament of Edward Mokopuna Brown claiming that Ngariki Kaiputahi had
been deprived of their rights in Mangatu No 1.

1970

The Maori Land Court hears and determines interests in Mangatu 5 & 6 blocks
(Mangaotane) on the basis of customary interests (main judgment is 24 September 1970).
The judgment of 1881 (and subsequent rulings including Taupara interests) was used to
determine the relative interests.

1975
Petition to Parliament of Edward Mokopuna Brown claiming that Ngariki Kaiputahi had
been deprived of their rights in Mangatu No 1.





