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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL: 

1. In this memorandum the Crown responds to the direction for claimant 

coordinating counsel and counsel for the Crown to liaise and advise on 

appropriate revised dates for filing closing submissions by 13 July 2026.1  

2. The Crown also responds to the invitation for parties to file any 

submissions in reply to the evidence of the Climate Change Commission or 

the Climate Change Commissioner by 14 July 2026.2 

3. Counsel for the Crown has liaised with claimant co-ordinating counsel and 

understand that they will be seeking an extension to file a memorandum 

outlining the claimant position on timetabling. The Crown does not oppose 

any extension request.  

Position on timetabling 

4. The Crown’s position is that the timeline for the filing of closing 

submissions will be dependent on the proposed date/s for hearing week 

nine. Counsel understand that the preference of the Tribunal and parties is 

also for closing submissions to be presented orally rather than in writing, 

so the Crown proposes that planning proceed on this basis.  

5. Insofar as funding for hearing week nine remains uncertain, the Crown 

submits that it would be of assistance for the Tribunal to provide an 

indication of dates it would be available for hearing week nine, should 

funding be obtained. Due to constraints on counsel availability in August 

and September 2026, the Crown’s preference would be for a hearing date 

from October 2026 onwards.  

6. Counsel for the Crown also understands that there may be two funded 

hearing days that are not expected to be utilised in this financial year in the 

Wai 2358, Stage 3 inquiry.3   

 
1  Memorandum-directions of the Presiding Officer, dated 8 June 2026 (Wai 3325, #2.6.33) at [44].  

2  Memorandum-directions of the Presiding Officer, dated 8 May 2026 (Wai 3325, #2.6.29) at [66]. 

3  Memorandum-directions of the Presiding Officer, dated 8 July 2026 (Wai 2358, #2.6.149) at [30]-[32]. 
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7. If the Tribunal is not minded to proceed with planning for hearing week 

nine given the uncertainties with respect to funding, the Crown’s 

preference is for its closing submissions to be filed from October 2026 

onwards.  

Climate Change Commission evidence 

8. The Crown does not intend to file any submissions in response to the 

evidence of the Commission or the Commissioner by 14 July. If required, 

the Crown will respond to this evidence by way of closing submissions. 
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___________________________________ 
J Prebble / N Fong / G Seeley / C Downey 
Counsel for the Crown 

TO: The Registrar, Waitangi Tribunal 

AND TO: Claimant Counsel 




