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TĒNĀ E TE TARAIPIUNARA 

1. This memorandum of counsel is filed for and on behalf of;  

1.1 Wai 3503 – a claim by Ripeka Lessels and O’Sonia Hotereni for and 

on behalf of the kaimahi Māori of New Zealand Educational Institute 

(NZEI) Te Riu Roa (Wai 3503) (“the Claimants”). 

2. Its purpose is to bring to the Tribunal’s attention a letter dated 8 July 2026 from 

the Minister of Education, Hon Erica Stanford, to Ripeka Lessels, Manukura | 

National President of NZEI Te Riu Roa, replying to Ms Lessels’ letter of 25 May 

2026 which had requested a pause on the mandating of new curriculum areas 

(“the Minister’s letter”). A copy of the Minister’s letter is attached as Appendix 

A. 

Background 

3. On 6 July 2026, counsel filed a memorandum of counsel on behalf of the 

Claimants updating the Tribunal on the Minister’s 3 July 2026 announcement 

confirming release dates for the updated National Curriculum for Years 0–10, 

and seeking the urgent release of the Tribunal’s findings on Te Mātaiaho, in any 

event in advance of 12 August 2026. 

4. Counsel note that the Minister's letter responds to Ms Lessels' letter of 25 May 

2026 only after a delay of more than six weeks, and only two days after the 

Claimants placed the Tribunal on notice, by memorandum dated 6 July 2026, of 

the imminence of the curriculum release dates. The Claimants respectfully submit 

that the timing of the Minister's response speaks for itself. 

The Minister of Education’s 8 July letter 

5. In summary, the Minister’s letter: 

5.1 responds to Ms Lessels’ letter of 25 May 2026 requesting a pause on 

mandating new curriculum areas, and is sent on behalf of the Minister 

and the Secretary for Education, Ellen MacGregor-Reid; 

5.2 [at paragraph 2] confirms that the Ministry is updating curriculum 

content based on feedback received through consultation and shared as 

part of the WAI 3553 Urgent Inquiry, and that a clear theme arising 

from that consultation is that, as it stands, the draft curriculum does not 

sufficiently give effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi; 

5.1 states that Ministry officials are currently analysing that feedback to 



2 

inform recommendations for change; 

5.2 confirms that, in the meantime, the Ministry continues to progress the 

development and rollout of the national curriculum “to provide 

certainty for schools and kura”, while awaiting the Tribunal’s WAI 

3553 Stage Two Report; 

5.3 states that the Tribunal is aware of the Ministry’s timelines for finalising 

curriculum content, “which remains on track for release in mid-2026”; 

and 

5.4 confirms that the Ministry will consider the Tribunal’s Report and its 

implications for curriculum development and reviews “following its 

release”. 

Submissions 

6. NZEI brings the Minister’s letter to the Tribunal’s attention given its relevance

to the matters raised in counsel’s memorandum of 6 July 2026, including the

timing of the Tribunal’s phase two report relative to the Crown’s curriculum

release timetable.

7. NZEI’s request of 6 July 2026, that the Tribunal release its findings on Te

Mātaiaho as a matter of urgency and in any event in advance of 12 August 2026,

remains unchanged.

Relief sought 

8. NZEI respectfully requests that the Tribunal note the contents of this

memorandum and the letter attached at Appendix A.

9. Should the Tribunal have any queries in respect of the above, counsel are

available to assist.

DATED at Rotorua this 9th day of July 2026 

Counsel for the Claimants 

Annette Sykes Jack Potaka Kalei Delamere-

Ririnui 

Rangipurei Manley 




