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Téna koe Ripeka

Thank you for your letter of 25 May 2026 requesting a pause on mandating new curriculum
areas. | appreciate you taking the time to write, and apologise for the delay in responding. |
am also replying on behalf of the Secretary for Education, Ellen MacGregor-Reid.

The Ministry of Education is in the process of updating curriculum content based on
feedback received through consuitation and shared as part of the WAI 3553 Urgent Inquiry.
A clear theme arising from consuitation is that, as it stands, the draft curriculum does not
sufficiently give effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi. Ministry officials are currently analysing this
feedback to inform recommendations for change.

In the meantime, the Ministry continues to progress the development and roliout of the
national curriculum to provide certainty for schools and kura, while awaiting the Waitangi
Tribunal’s WAI 3553 Stage Two Report. The Tribunal is aware of the Ministry’s timelines for
finalising curriculum content, which remains on track for release in mid-2026. The Ministry
will consider the Report and its implications for curriculum development and reviews
following its release.

Thank you again for writing.
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