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consents and water quality trends in the Waioeka
River
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Horticultural Expansion/ Consents
Granted

Greater Water Application to Land

Nutrient Leaching / Runoff

Rising N & P Concentrations

Water Quality Degradation

Key Question:
Do current consent practices adequately account for
cumulative impacts on water quality?




MCI QMCI ASPM

5-year median: 114.3 5-year median: 5.65 5-year median: 0.581
STATE STATE TREND STATE TREND
Attribute Band Very Likely Attribute Band Indeterminate Attribute Band Likely Improving
Degrading
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Ammoniacal Nitrogen Nitrate Nitrogen

5-year median: 0.004 mg/L 5-year median: 0.055 mg/L
STATE STATE TREND STATE STATE TREND
In the best 50% Attribute Band Very Likely In the best 50% Attribute Band Very Likely
of all lowland (toxicity) Improving of all lowland (toxicity) Degrading
forest sites forest sites

Total Oxidised Nitrogen ?

5-year median: 0.055 mg/L

STATE TREND

In the best 50% Very Likely
of all lowland Degrading
forest sites

Land, Air, Water Aotearoa (LAWA). (n.d.). Waioeka at Mouth of Gorge.

Retrieved June 6, 2026, from https://www.lawa.org.nz/explore-data/bay-of-plenty-region/river-quality/waioweka/bw-waioweka-at-mouth-of-gorge




Dissolved Reactive Phosphorus

Total Phosphorus

- WebekaP3 ' ) 5-year median: 0.017 mg/L 5-year median: 0.021 mg/L
aioeka - Mouth Y :
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STATE TREND
In the worst 25% Attribute Band Likely Degrading In the worst 50% Very Likely
of all lowland of all lowland Degrading
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Land, Air, Water Aotearoa (LAWA). (n.d.). Waioeka at Mouth of Gorge.

Retrieved June 6, 2026, from https://www.lawa.org.nz/explore-data/bay-of-plenty-region/river-quality/waioweka/bw-waioweka-at-mouth-of-gorge
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Waioeka & Otara
Water Management
Area

* Apanui
Kukumoa
* Opotiki
e Other
* Tirohanga
* Tirohanga Coastal
* Waioeka Basement
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Waioeka and Otara Waloeka and Otara

Nhakatane and Tauranga
Whakatane and Tauranga

Annual Consented Groundwater Use by Consent Holder in Waioeka Basement

Groundwater Aquifer Consent Holder Irrigation (m3/year) Frost (m*/year) Other (m3/year)
Waioeka Basement  Anstis Dairies Limited, Anstis Dairies Limited B - -

Barry Swanson 15,062 992

Carinya Orchards Limited 27,214

Collombet Family Farms Limited 20,594

Franklin Orcharding Limited 24,858

Huarau Lands Trust 7,912

KEL Woodlands Orchard Limited 21,062

Ocean Ridge Trust, Michael John and Susan Patricia Butcher, Peter Lindsay Wilson 20,000

Riverlock Orchards Limited 33,067

The Proprietors of Potikirua Incorporated 19,170

Tully Limited 17,738

Tunapahore B2A Incorporated 5,878

Wedge Co Limited 13,324

Grand Total 225,879

/Nhakatane and Tauranga Whakatane and Tauranga




Irrigation
accounts for
the vast

majority of
total water
allocation

Water Usage Total Over the Consent Duration




CUMULATIVE EFFECTS

The Bay of Plenty Regional Council has granted water takes and bores enabling
this level of irrigation.

While each consent may be appropriate individually, together with water takes
hese have:

* Increased water extraction

* Supported land-use intensification

At the same time, river indicators show decline.
This raises questions about whether cumulative effects are adequately managed.

For Ngati Ira, this significantly affects our ability to exercise kaitiakitanga
including protection of the mauri of our awa.





