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APPENDIX A: RESPONSE OF KATE CHERRINGTON (#C40) 

Question from the Crown: 

Paragraph 39: “In the 1940s and 1950s, you had marae and homesteads 

coming under legislation, but no women on those trust boards”. Can you 

please explain what you mean by this and what legislation you are referring 

to?  

Answer: 

1. I am referring to legislation such as the Māori Social and Economic

Advancement Act 1945 and the Māori Affairs Act 1953 which brought

Māori land and marae into formal governance and administrative

structures.

2. This legislation did not provide for wāhine Māori and, as a result,

decisions about marae, homesteads and land were generally made by

male trustees.  The failure to provide for wāhine Māori in legislation of

this nature contributed to the marginalisation of wāhine Māori and

perpetuated the gender biases of the time.
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