
WAITANGI TRIBUNAL 

Wai 1722 

CONCERNING the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 

AND the Ngāpuhi and Ngāi Te Rangi 

(Niha) claim  

MEMORANDUM-DIRECTIONS OF THE DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON 

The Registrar is directed to add to Wai 1722 an amended statement of claim received on 13 
July 2026 and to record its date of receipt in the register of claims.   

This amendment seeks to add further allegations to the claim concerning issues of identity 
and culture. These allegations are in relation to the Crown: 

• failing to recognise and actively protect te reo māori, tikanga and mātauranga as
taonga guaranteed by Article Two of Te Tiriti o Waitangi;

• enacting and administering the Native Schools Act 1867 and subsequent legislation in
a manner that suppressed te reo Māori and disrupted cultural transmission within
Ngāpuhi and Ngāi Te Rangi communities across the named rohe;

• enacting the Tohunga Suppression Act 1907, criminalising customary knowledge
transmission and undermining the cultural governance of the claimants’ hapū;

• administering Old Land Claims and exercising pre-emption in a manner that alienated
the cultural landscapes, wāhi tapu and ancestral environments sustaining the
claimants’ cultural identity;

• failing to consult or obtain the agreement of the claimants or their tūpuna before
implementing policies that fundamentally disrupted the cultural life of Ngāpuhi and
Ngāi Te Rangi; and

• failing to act reasonably, honourably and in good faith towards the claimants in matters
affecting their cultural identity.

The claimants seek a variety of relief, including recommendations that the Crown: 

• formally acknowledge any cultural breaches identified by the Tribunal;

• develop and resource policies that support the revitalisation of te reo Māori and
mātauranga within Ngāpuhi and Ngāi Te Rangi communities;

• engage directly with the claimants regarding policies affecting their cultural identity,
reo and taonga;

• facilitate the claimants’ reconnection with the Pipiwai ancestral landscape and wāhi
tapu;

• provide appropriate redress for the cultural prejudice suffered by the claimants; and

• provide such further relief as the Tribunal considers just and appropriate.

The amendment is to be entered on Wai 1722, the Ngāpuhi and Ngāi Te Rangi (Niha) claim, 
as document #1.1.1(c). 

Wai 1722, #2.1.2

Brianna Tawhiri
Official



The Registrar is to send a copy of this direction to the claimants and give notice of the 
amendment to those on the notification list for: 

• Wai 1722, the Ngāpuhi and Ngāi Te Rangi (Niha) claim; and

• Wai 3500, Taku Ahurea, Taku Tūākiri: the Cultural Identity Kaupapa Inquiry.

DATED at Wellington this 18th day of August 2026

Judge Sarah Reeves 
Deputy Chairperson 
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