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Te Wairua Kōminomino1 o Te Māori 

Ka tapaetia tēnei tuhituhi Te Tiriti o Waitangi Breaches and the Erosion of Ngāti Ngahere 

Identity ki te wairua kōminomino o tātau mate katoa. Te poroporoaki ki ō rātau wairua, ko tau 

atu nei rātau ki ngā parirau o te tonga. Haere atu rā koutou katoa a Riki, me Richard Mitai, 

Ngā Poutūruki, Poutikanga o te hāhi Ringatū a Rāniera (Danny) Poihipi, a Ponti Hauwaho me 

Te Karo Hare. Tō tātau whāea, kuia o Te Aka Puahou – Perehipitiriana a Rev Hariata Haumata. 

Au atu koutou katoa ki te hono i wairua ki ngā tihi tapu e toru, ngā ahi kōmau o te mātauranga 

hōhonu tata, o te mātauranga hōhonu tawhiti a Tā Tāmati Muturangi Reedy, a Tā Hirini Moko 

Haerewa Mead, Te Ahorangi Whakahirahira a Whatarangi Winiata. 

Ka ū tonu atu ki te hunga i whawhai pai mo te ora o te reo me ngā tikanga Māori, mātauranga 

Māori, hau atu nei, hau atu nei rima, ono tekau tau. 

Haere, e ngā mate, haere ki tua o te marino nui, hokahoka o koutou parirau. Haere ki te pō, ki 

ngā ringa tūawhi o ngā tīpuna kua moe nei ki te whenua. Waiho mai mātau, ngā kanohi ora, 

hei kawe tonu i ngā taonga tuku iho kua whakarērea mai e koutou kia mātau. Haere, e ngā 

mate. 

Ko te taonga nei tangihanga te kawenata kaitiakitanga e tohu ana i te oranga wairua e hika 

ana i te pae tata, i pae tawahiti; koia te whakaaturanga o te here mutunga kore o te 

whakapapa. Kua rurutu ngā roimata e whakatapua ai hei puna mātauranga, kia reiā te karanga 

e piki ake ana me te ata hāpara ki runga i ngā pae maunga o ngā tīpuna hokahoka nei. Ā, kei 

kona hoki te reo karanga whakahuahua te whaikōrero, te tauparapara, te apakura, te 

mōteatea. Te haka me te tangi o te ngākau te hā o te aho e kore rawa e mutu te tangi. I roto i 

aua tikanga tapu, e noho kotahi ana te hunga ora me te hunga kua wehe atu ki te wairua 

kōminomino. Kua herea tonutia mai e te mana o te reo, me te tikanga Māori, me te 

mātauranga Māori, te wairua kōminomino. 

Ko te turuturu roimata o te tangihanga kua ngū ngā reo kia maumahara mā tātau katoa i mua 

noa atu i tō tātau mōhio ki a tātau anō. Ka rangonatia tonu ngā mamae o te raupatu tōna hā 

ki roto i ngā taonga o tātau mate i ngā ingoa kua whakakāhoretia e te Karauna me ana 

mahinga tinihanga raupatu. Tae atu ki ngā ringaringa wehi o te koronia ture whakapūhore. He 

kawenata tapu te tangi ki ō tātau mate. Pērā i ngā pakiaka hōhonu o te whenua, ka whāngai 

tonutia te reo me ōna tikanga, te mātauranga Māori e te hunga e rapu ana i tōna noho ūkaipō. 

Ka toitū a Ngāti Ngahere, ka mau te maumahara i te korekore; ka au tonu te aroha i roto i ngā 

reo tuku iho e kore rawa e tineia e tētahi mana o te Karauna; ā, nā te mea ko ia poroporoaki 

ka whakapuakina ki runga i te marae, kāinga he kawenata mō te aronga tonutanga ake o te 

 

1 ‘Te Wairua Kōminomino o Te Māori, The Spiritual Whirlwind of the Māori’ reveals the profound spiritual 
currents and tīpuna wisdom woven through Māori identity. Drawing from Archdeacon Dr Te Waaka (Sonny)’s 
2011 PhD thesis at Massey University, supervised by Professor Taiarahia Black. Kōminomino illuminates the 
dynamic interplay of spiritual scholarship knowledge, and cultural consciousness across generations with 
enduring insight and vision. 
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tuakiri wairua kōminomino o tātau o te Māori. Ko te tangihanga tonu te whare wānanga, 

whare kōrero ora o te wairua, e takahuri ai te mamae hei māramatanga, kotahitanga 

maumaharatanga hei tū whakaita, ā, ka tuku iho ai tēnei taonga ki ngā reanga i ngā kawenata 

tapu a te hunga kua hīkoi atu ki tua. 

Kia mau tonu te tapu o ngā kawenta tangihanga hei whakakā, tahutahu i te ahikā o te 

whanaungatanga, hei tiaki i te mana me te rangatiratanga o te hunga mate, hei whakaara ake 

i te māia o te hunga ora, ā, hei kawe tonu i te māramatanga mutunga kore. Mutunga kore o ngā 

tīpuna ki tua atu i a tātau katoa. Mā tēnei ka toitū te manawa ora o te iwi, ka ū te whakapapa, 

ka ora tonu te reo, ngā tikanga, me te mātauranga Māori mō ngā whakatipuranga haere ake 

nei. 

Te Wairua Kōminomino o te Māori 
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INTRODUCTION 

This discussion paper advances the Ngāti Ngahere claim by demonstrating that the Crown's 

sustained breaches of Te Tiriti o Waitangi caused harm extending well beyond the alienation 

of whenua. It shows how Crown legislation, policy, and practice systematically undermined Te 

Reo me Te Tikanga Māori, mātauranga Māori, kaitiakitanga, whakapapa, customary 

governance, the wānanga institutions through which Ngāti Ngahere exercised tino 

rangatiratanga. Drawing on historical records, environmental research, climate resilience 

initiatives, land mapping, tangihanga, mōteatea, oral traditions, and postgraduate reo 

scholarship, the paper presents an evidential foundation that reveals the cumulative and 

intergenerational prejudice and trauma arising from these breaches. While affirming the 

enduring resilience, identity, and authority of Ngāti Ngahere. Moving beyond documenting 

historical injustice, it identifies pathways for cultural restoration, constitutional renewal, 

knowledge revitalisation, and Treaty justice. This introduction is followed by a brief summary 

of the ten interconnected themes that structure and underpin this discussion paper. 

THEME ONE: Kia Whakaaratia 

This claim contends that the intergenerational erosion of Te Reo me Te Tikanga Māori, 

mātauranga Māori, and Kaitiakitanga is among the gravest forms of prejudice arising from 

Crown breaches of Te Tiriti o Waitangi. The evidence demonstrates that Crown actions 

systematically dismantled the cultural, constitutional, and knowledge systems through which 

Ngāti Ngahere exercised tino rangatiratanga, sustaining identity, authority, and collective 

wellbeing. These losses extend beyond land, reflecting the enduring disruption of whakapapa, 

customary governance, and the transmission of taonga, with continuing consequences that 

reinforce the need for Treaty justice through meaningful cultural restoration. 

THEME TWO: Kōanga (Spring): Climate Change Summit 

On 28 November 2025, Professor Taiarahia Black convened and directed the Kōanga (Spring) 

Climate Change Summit, bringing together marae Māori leaders, researchers, scientists, 

emergency management specialists and local government to address escalating climate 

change hazards affecting Māori communities. The evidence consistently affirmed that marae 

and whenua are strategic foundations of Kaitiakitanga, resilience and cultural continuity. This 

theme demonstrates that ongoing Te Tiriti breaches undermine Ngāti Ngahere tino 

rangatiratanga, weakening their capacity to fulfil Kaitiakitanga and respond effectively to 

increasingly severe climate change impacts. 

THEME THREE: Whakaora Taiao, Whakaora Whenua 

Demonstrates both the strength of the Maungapōhatu and Pūtauaki led environmental 

research and innovation postdoctoral fellowship project while advancing Māori resilience 

through mātauranga, reo, and digital research capability. This research reveals how Crown 

actions have constrained Ngāti Ngahere tino rangatiratanga and Kaitiakitanga, creating 

continuing prejudice that limits Ngāti Ngahere environmental leadership, climate resilience, 

and intergenerational wellbeing. 
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THEME FOUR: Tangihanga as Living Scholarship 

Tangihanga is Ngāti Ngahere's living whare wānanga, whare kōrero sustaining whakapapa, Te 

Reo me Te Tikanga Māori, mātauranga Māori, and tūpāpaku Kaitiakitanga through 

intergenerational transmission. Crown breaches of Te Tiriti disrupted these knowledge 

systems, weakening cultural continuity and tino rangatiratanga; thereby not ensuring 

tangihanga to be retained as a vital site of Te Rere marae Ngāti Ngahere Indigenous 

scholarship, cultural renewal, and resistance to colonial and contemporary removal. 

THEME FIVE: Te Tūkino, Te Hahani o Te Ture Kāwanatanga (Koronia) 

Theme five examines fifteen colonial statutes, together with Crown education laws and 

policies, demonstrating how they systematically facilitated the alienation of Ngāti Ngahere 

whenua and undermined the marae wānanga whare kōrero of Ngāti Ngahere, and tribal 

authority that sustained te reo, tikanga, mātauranga Māori, and tino rangatiratanga. It 

contends these cumulative colonial statutes, deliberate breaches of Te Tiriti caused enduring 

intergenerational prejudice, cultural and intellectual loss, and ongoing social, trauma, 

educational, health, and economic disadvantage. 

THEME SIX: Ngāti Ngahere Māhere (Land Maps) 

Ngāti Ngahere Māhere (land maps) provide compelling spatial evidence of the Crown’s 

systematic alienation of Ngāti Ngahere whenua, directly supporting Theme Five: Te Tūkino, 

Te Hahani o Te Ture Kāwanatanga (Koronia). Read alongside Crown legislation and education 

policy, they demonstrate how successive legal mechanisms dismantled customary tenure, 

eroded tino rangatiratanga, and undermined the whenua-based transmission of te reo, 

tikanga, mātauranga Māori, and the cultural institutions essential to Ngāti Ngahere identity 

and authority. 

THEME SEVEN: Te Wairua, Te Reo, Te Mātauranga o te Mōteatea 

Theme seven draws on seven mōteatea, interpreted alongside the historical record, to 

demonstrate how Crown breaches of Te Tiriti systematically undermined the identity of Ngāti 

Ngahere. Together, they provide compelling evidence of colonial violence, dispossession, and 

the deliberate suppression of Te Reo, tikanga, mātauranga, and enduring relationships with 

whenua, whakapapa, and customary institutions, causing lasting intergenerational prejudice. 

THEME EIGHT: Te Whakaara o Te Mōteatea ki te Kerēma a Ngāti Ngahere 

Theme eight, eight mōteatea presented in support of the Ngāti Ngahere claim constitute 

authoritative oral evidence, preserving, restoring whakapapa, identity, collective memory, and 

customary jurisprudence. Sustained through intergenerational performance and recognised 

in both marae tangihanga, kapa haka, Ngā Manu Kōrero and academic contexts, these 

mōteatea document the enduring effects of Crown breaches of Te Tiriti o Waitangi while 

affirming the struggle and resilience of Ngāti Ngahere Te Reo and Tikanga Māori mātauranga 

Māori, and tīpuna and successive relationships to whenua. 
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THEME NINE: He Rautaki Reo Paerua, Reo Kairangi Mā Ngāti Ngahere 

Theme nine contends that Crown breaches of Te Tiriti o Waitangi undermined the Te Reo and 

Tikanga Māori, mātauranga Māori, cultural identity, and tino rangatiratanga of Ngāti Ngahere. 

A coordinated strategy of Te Reo Master's, PhD, and Professional Doctorate research will be 

presented to create an enduring evidential foundation by documenting oral histories, 

whakapapa, and tikanga, while critically analysing Crown prejudice. This postgraduate reo 

scholarship strategy strengthens the claim through authoritative research, supports Waitangi 

Tribunal processes, advances Te Reo and Tikanga Māori and mātauranga Māori revitalisation, 

develops Ngāti Ngahere research leadership, and secures the intergenerational restoration, 

protection, and transmission of Ngāti Ngahere knowledge, identity, and reo tikanga 

restoration, retention and constitutional aspirations. 

THEME TEN: Te Whakaputanga: A Publication of the ten themes of this Discussion paper – 

Ngāti Ngahere Claim 

Building on all of the ten theme strategy of this ‘draft discussion paper’ a Te Whakaputanga 

publication is envisioned to bring together the ten themes. Drawing upon theme one; Kia 

Whakaaratia, theme two; Kōanga (Spring): Climate Change Summit, theme three; Whakaora 

Taiao, Whakaora Whenua, theme four; Tangihanga as Living Scholarship, theme five; Te 

Tūkino, Te Hahani o Te Ture Kāwanatanga (Koronia), theme six; Ngāti Ngahere Māhere (Land 

Maps), theme seven Te Wairua, Te Reo, Te Mātauranga o te Mōteatea, theme eight; Te 

Whakaara o Te Mōteatea ki te Kerēma a Ngāti Ngahere, theme nine; He Rautaki Reo Paerua, 

Reo Kairangi Mā Ngāti Ngahere, theme ten; Te Whakaputanga: A Publication of the ten themes 

of this Discussion paper – Ngāti Ngahere Claim. 

This Whakaputanga publication will demonstrate the enduring breaches by the Crown actions 

and the intergenerational erosion of Te Reo and Tikanga Māori, mātauranga Māori, tino 

rangatiratanga, of Ngāti Ngahere identity. More importantly, it looks forward, identifying 

pathways for cultural and linguistic revitalisation, restoration, preservation and the renewal of 

Te Reo and Tikanga, mātauranga Māori scholarly advancement, Treaty justice, and the 

reaffirmation of Ngāti Ngahere identity for present and future generations. 
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TE TIRITI O WAITANGI BREACHES ERODED NGĀTI NGAHERE IDENTITY 

THEME ONE: Kia Whakaaratia 

This claim contends that the erosion of Te Reo me Te Tikanga Māori, mātauranga Māori, and 

Kaitiakitanga experienced across successive generations of Ngāti Ngahere constitutes one of 

the most profound and enduring forms of prejudice arising from Crown breaches of Te Tiriti o 

Waitangi. These losses extend well beyond cultural decline; they represent the systematic 

weakening of kōrero tuku iho, wānanga whare kōrero institutions, relationships, and 

responsibilities through which Ngāti Ngahere sustained their identity, authority, and collective 

wellbeing. 

Kaitiakitanga, protected as a Treaty taonga and a fundamental expression of tino 

rangatiratanga, is not confined to environmental stewardship only. It encompasses cultural 

governance, spiritual authority, intellectual leadership, and the intergenerational obligation 

to protect and transmit Te Reo me Te Tikanga Māori, mātauranga Māori, whakapapa, kōrero 

tuku iho, wāhi tapu, whenua, waterways, ecosystems, flora and fauna and all taonga inherited 

from Ranginui e tū iho nei and Papatūānuku. It also affirms the enduring responsibilities of 

whānau, hapū, iwi, and marae to safeguard these taonga for future generations. In this sense, 

Kaitiakitanga is both a practical responsibility and a constitutional expression of Māori 

authority. 

At the heart of this claim is the proposition that Crown actions - including military invasion, 

land confiscation and alienation, the imprisonment and exile of rangatira, coercive legislation, 

and the systematic dismantling of Ngāti Ngahere social, political, cultural, and economic base 

undermined the foundations upon which tino rangatiratanga was exercised. These actions did 

more than dispossess Ngāti Ngahere of land; they fractured the living cultural, intellectual, 

economic landscape within which language, knowledge, customary law, governance, and 

spiritual practice were sustained and renewed. 

The significance of this loss lies in the inseparable relationship between people, place, and 

knowledge. For Ngāti Ngahere, whenua was not simply an economic resource but the physical 

and spiritual foundation upon which identity, whakapapa, customary authority, and 

mātauranga were anchored. As access to tīpuna lands and traditional institutions diminished, 

so too did the opportunities to practise and transmit cultural knowledge naturally through 

everyday life. The resulting decline was therefore not accidental but flowed directly from the 

disruption of the cultural, intellectual, spiritual systems that enabled Ngāti Ngahere to exercise 

Kaitiakitanga and fulfil their responsibilities to the past, present and future generations. 

This claim establishes a clear causal relationship between Crown conduct and the 

intergenerational erosion of Ngāti Ngahere cultural continuity. The suppression of traditional 

governance, the marginalisation of Te Reo me Te Tikanga Māori, mātauranga Māori, within 

Ngāti Ngahere knowledge communities, together with discriminatory educational policies, 

and the Crown's failure to actively protect Treaty taonga interrupted the ordinary transmission 

of  language, knowledge,  identity, and customary  authority. Collectively, these actions  
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breached the Treaty principles of tino rangatiratanga, active protection, partnership, 

reciprocity, and equity, denying Ngāti Ngahere the practical ability to govern, sustain, 

preserve, and develop their own cultural, intellectual, spiritual inheritance. 

Importantly, this prejudice cannot be measured solely by the loss of land or material 

resources. The deeper injury was the erosion of the social, intellectual spiritual frameworks 

through which Ngāti Ngahere maintained continuity as a distinct people. When governance 

structures, wānanga marae kōrero tuku iho, whare kōrero, and traditional knowledge systems 

are weakened, the effects extend across generations, diminishing cultural confidence, 

interrupting identity formation, and reducing opportunities for collective self-determination. 

The resulting trauma is cumulative because each generation inherits not only the 

consequences of earlier dispossession but also reduced capacity to restore what was lost. 

The consequences remain evident today. Ngāti Ngahere continue to experience weakened 

intergenerational transmission of Te Reo me Te Tikanga Māori, mātauranga Māori, diminished 

cultural authority, disconnection from whakapapa and whenua, and reduced capacity to fulfil 

Kaitiakitanga obligations. These cultural harms are reflected in broader social inequities 

affecting education, health, wellbeing, and economic opportunity. They are not isolated 

historical events but continuing manifestations of Treaty breaches whose effects remain 

embedded within the lived experience of Ngāti Ngahere descendants today. 

Accordingly, this claim submits that the erosion of Te Reo me Te Tikanga Māori, mātauranga 

Māori, and Kaitiakitanga constitutes a continuing Treaty breach. The prejudice suffered was 

not simply the loss of physical resources. It was the deliberate disruption of the cultural, 

constitutional, and intergenerational foundations upon which Ngāti Ngahere identity, 

authority, and survival depended. Restoring these taonga is therefore not only a matter of 

cultural revitalisation but an essential component of giving practical effect to the guarantees 

of Te Tiriti o Waitangi. 

Tākiri mai ko te ata 

Tākiri mai ko te ata (with the breaking of a new dawn) presents the Ngāti Ngahere claim; that 

restoring Ngāti Ngahere identity depends on re-establishing the interconnected relationships 

between whānau, hapū, iwi, marae, whakapapa, whenua, Te Reo me Te Tikanga Māori, 

mātauranga Māori, and kaitiakitanga that Te Tiriti guaranteed the Crown would actively protect. 

These relationships form the foundation of cultural survival and the practical exercise of tino 

rangatiratanga. Restoring kaitiakitanga is therefore essential because it enables Ngāti 

Ngahere to resume governance, cultural authority, spiritual leadership, intellectual 

scholarship, research responsibilities, and intergenerational Kaitiakitanga of their taonga. The 

evidence demonstrates that these responsibilities are inseparable from identity, authority, 

and enduring connections with tīpuna lands and spiritual knowledge systems. Cultural 

revitalisation is consequently more than redress for historical Treaty breaches; it is a necessary 

expression  of  Treaty justice. By  restoring these  reciprocal  obligations  and  rights,  this  claim  
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seeks to reaffirm Ngāti Ngahere identity, strengthen the Treaty partnership, revive tino 

rangatiratanga, and secure their taonga for present and future generations through enduring 

Crown and Māori partnership, accountability2. 

THEME TWO: Kōanga (Spring): Climate Change Summit 

Last year 28 November 2025, Professor Taiarahia Black Convened and Directed the Kōanga: 

(Spring) Climate Change Summit, hosted by Te Whare Wānanga o Awanuiārangi through the 

Office of Research and Innovation, Te Kura Whakawhānui Mātauranga, School of Indigenous 

Graduate Studies and Ngā Toenga o Ngā Tamariki a Iharaira Ngā Uri o Maungapōhatu in 

partnership with local and regional sponsors. The summit brought together distinguished 

marae leaders, researchers, scientists, emergency management specialists, local government 

representatives, and Awanuiārangi stakeholder student communities undergraduate and 

postgraduate students to address the escalating impacts of induced climate change disasters 

and natural hazards confronting Māori communities in Te Tairāwhiti and Ngāti Kahungunu. 

Keynote speakers included Dr Wayne Ngata (Ngāti Porou), Jock Walker and Victor Walker 

(Ūawa, Tolaga Bay), and Whitiaua Ropitini (Tūhoe), each emphasising the perspective “That 

marae and whenua as Kaitiakitanga are fundamental and strategic anchors sustaining Te Ao 

Māori, cultural continuity, community resilience, and collective leadership during times of 

crisis”. 

Their perspectives was reinforced by Dr Chris Massey, an Earth Sciences scientist, who warned 

that increasingly frequent climate-induced disasters will have devastating consequences for 

whānau, hapū, iwi and marae. His assessment was supported by Te Aomania Te Koha, his 

Masters’ thesis student on environmental and natural hazards. Te Aomania research further 

highlighted the growing risks facing vulnerable communities on her own marae of 

Whareponga – Te Tairāwhiti. Drawing upon lessons from Cyclone Gabrielle in February and 

March 2024, the summit demonstrated the urgent need for Māori and Indigenous knowledge, 

scientific expertise, and collaborative planning to strengthen community resilience. 

At the heart of both the summit and belies this central and critical question today: amid 

continuing breaches of Te Tiriti o Waitangi with the intergenerational, ongoing erosion of Ngāti 

Ngahere identity, how can Ngāti Ngahere effectively confront the realities of climate change; 

induced natural hazard disasters when those very Treaty breaches have constrained the 

exercise of tino rangatiratanga and the fulfilment of enduring responsibilities of Kaitiakitanga? 

Part One: of this claim establishes that the intergenerational erosion of Te Reo me Te Tikanga 

Māori, mātauranga Māori, and Kaitiakitanga has fundamentally impaired Ngāti Ngahere’s 

capacity to exercise tino rangatiratanga and fulfil its customary responsibilities. Crown actions, 

including land confiscation, alienation, coercive legislation, suppression of traditional 

governance, and failures to actively protect Treaty taonga, disrupted the cultural, intellectual, 

2 Ko Aotearoa Tēnei (Wai 262), the Te Urewera inquiry, and other decisions addressing taonga, mātauranga 

Māori, and tino rangatiratanga. 
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spiritual, and environmental systems, economic base through which knowledge and authority 

were transmitted across generations. 

Consequently, Ngāti Ngahere’s diminished capacity to uphold Kaitiakitanga weakens resilience 

to climate change, induced natural hazards, demonstrating that Treaty breaches continue to 

produce enduring cultural, environmental, constitutional, and intergenerational prejudice 

with profound contemporary consequences as we see it today. 

THEME THREE: Whakaora Taiao, Whakaora Whenua 

November 2024, I submitted a research funding proposal to the Resilience National Science 

Capability program in collaboration with the Te Whare Wānanga o Awanuiārangi Research 

Innovation Office. March 2025, I appointed one of my doctoral graduates, Rev Dr Hone Te 

Rire, appointed as a Postdoctoral Fellow to lead Te Reo o Maungapōhatu me Pūtauaki, a 

project within the wider Whakaora Taiao, Whakaora Whenua research programme. This 

initiative strengthens national research capability by advancing Māori-led resilience science 

through digital and film innovation, intergenerational knowledge systems, and the 

revitalisation of the reo and tikanga of Maungapōhatu and Pūtauaki. 

The project is developing a pioneering reo-based digital mapping repository that integrates 

mātauranga Māori, oral histories, waiata, mōteatea, wāhi tapu knowledge, and environmental 

hazard datasets into culturally grounded tools for climate adaptation, risk assessment, and 

landscape protection. Through collaborative wānanga involving whānau, hapū, iwi, marae 

leaders, researchers, and tertiary institutions, it builds community research capability while 

creating pathways for undergraduate, postgraduate, doctoral, and professional doctorate 

research and supervision. 

The initiative develops critical capabilities in Indigenous data systems, digital mapping, reo 

documentary production, cultural landscape assessment, climate adaptation planning, and 

community-led environmental monitoring. Embedding these approaches within Kōhanga Reo, 

Kura Kaupapa Māori, marae program, and Te Whare Wānanga o Awanuiārangi strengthens a 

future research workforce able to work confidently across mātauranga Māori and scientific 

knowledge systems. In doing so, it creates enduring national benefits through resilient 

communities, skilled researchers, and innovative knowledge infrastructure capable of 

responding to accelerating climate change and environmental hazards. 

Ngāti Ngahere Capability 

However, this project also exposes a fundamental contradiction. How can Ngāti Ngahere fully 

realise its capability, the potential of Māori-led resilience research when continuing breaches 

of Te Tiriti o Waitangi have systematically constrained the exercise of tino rangatiratanga and 

the fulfilment of kaitiakitanga? This research demonstrates that these are not merely 

historical grievances but contemporary barriers to Indigenous environmental leadership. 

Part One of this claim establishes that Crown actions, including land confiscation, alienation, 

coercive legislation, suppression of traditional governance, and failures to actively protect 
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Treaty taonga, have caused the intergenerational erosion of te reo Māori, tikanga Māori, 

mātauranga Māori, and kaitiakitanga. Consequently, Ngāti Ngahere's capacity to exercise tino 

rangatiratanga and sustain environmental resilience has been significantly diminished, 

producing enduring cultural, constitutional, environmental, and intergenerational prejudice 

that continues to shape present-day climate vulnerability and future aspirations. 

THEME FOUR: Tangihanga as Living Scholarship 

"Ki te wareware i a tātau tēnei tikanga ā tātau, arā, te tangi ki ō tātau tūpāpaku, 

kātahi tō tātau Māoritanga ka ngaro atu ki te mata o te whenua ki te Pō, oti atu." 

"If we forget this custom of ours that is, mourning and paying respects to our 

tīpuna our tūpāpaku of today then our Te Ao Māori identity and culture will 

disappear from the face of the earth into the darkness of night, gone forever." 

Tangihanga is a living wānanga whare kōrero of Te Reo me Te Tikanga Māori, mātauranga 

Māori, preserving, restoring whakapapa, kōrero tuku iho (oral tradition), wairua, and 

collective memory through the enduring practice of whakapapa, whanaungatanga and Te Reo 

me Te Tikanga Māori, mātauranga Māori. For Ngāti Ngahere, tangihanga is not merely a 

funeral rite but a sacred wānanga whare kōrero where tribal knowledge, identity, and tīpuna 

responsibilities and tūpāpaku kaitiakitanga spiritual obligations are transmitted across 

generations. Through karanga, whaikōrero, tauparapara, karakia, waiata, and the observance 

of Te Kawa o te Marae, the voice of tīpuna and the tūpāpaku continue to shape the ethical, 

spiritual, and cultural foundations of whānau, hapū, iwi, marae, kāinga whenua. 

However, successive Crown breaches of Te Tiriti o Waitangi have significantly weakened 

tangihanga as a living scholarly specialisation. Land alienation, the erosion of mana whenua, 

the suppression Te Reo me Te Tikanga Māori, mātauranga Māori, and the disruption of 

traditional whakapapa structures have diminished the capacity of many Ngāti Ngahere 

descendants to participate fully in tangihanga. These breaches have fractured the 

intergenerational transmission Te Reo me Te Tikanga Māori, mātauranga Māori, limiting 

opportunities to learn, practise, and uphold the cultural obligations embedded within marae 

wānanga life, kōrero tuku iho whare kōrero. Consequently, many descendants have become 

disconnected from the knowledge systems that sustain tribal identity and belonging in 

tangihanga. 

This erosion extends beyond cultural participation to the sacred responsibility of Kaitiakitanga 

over tūpāpaku. The ability to care for, protect, mourn, and return the deceased according to 

Ngāti Ngahere Te Reo me Te Tikanga Māori, mātauranga Māori, spiritual tikanga is inseparable 

from the exercise of tino rangatiratanga promised under Te Tiriti. When descendants are 

unable to fulfil these responsibilities because of historical dispossession and cultural 

disruption, the integrity of tangihanga as a living repository of tribal scholarship is diminished. 

Yet tangihanga remains a powerful site of cultural renewal, where oral testimony, whakapapa, 

mōteatea, karanga, whaikōrero, whakapepeha, tauparapara wairua, haka, waiata and 

collective remembrance continue to resist colonial erasure. As a living expression of Te Ao 
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Māori Indigenous scholarship, tangihanga reaffirms Ngāti Ngahere identity and asserts the 

enduring authority of Te Reo me Te Tikanga Māori, mātauranga Māori, despite the continuing 

consequences of Crown breaches of Te Tiriti o Waitangi. 

Therefore, Crown breaches of Te Tiriti o Waitangi, the erosion of Ngāti Ngahere identity, the 

weakening of tangihanga as a Te Ao Māori Indigenous scholarly process, and the resulting 

inability of descendants to exercise Kaitiakitanga for their tūpāpaku. Maintaining the spiritual 

and intellectual centrality of Te Reo me Te Tikanga Māori, mātauranga Māori, and tribal 

authority for Ngāti Ngahere. 

THEME FIVE: Te Tūkino, Te Hahani o Te Ture Kāwanatanga (Koronia) 

This claim will identify, examine, and bring together the evidence of up to fifteen colonial 

legislative acts of parliament, together with Crown education laws and policies, that 

deliberately facilitated the confiscation and alienation of Ngāti Ngahere lands and undermined 

its cultural wānanga marae bases that sustained their identity. It will demonstrate how these 

legislative measures breached Te Tiriti o Waitangi by eroding tino rangatiratanga, suppressing 

te reo and tikanga, mātauranga Māori, and customary, intellectual property rights systems of 

governance, wānanga, and environmental kaitiakitanga (stewardship). By presenting the 

cumulative impact of these interconnected laws, the claim establishes that Crown actions 

caused, causative enduring intergenerational prejudice, trauma resulting in the loss of 

whenua knowledge, cultural, mental - intellectual authority, and identity, while continuing to 

affect the educational, health, socio-economic wellbeing and future development of Ngāti 

Ngahere descendants. 

THEME SIX: Ngāti Ngahere Land Maps 

The Ngāti Ngahere land maps provide more than a chronological record of whenua demise; 

these land maps function as a visual evidential framework that directly supports THEME FIVE: 

Te Tūkino, Te Hahani o Te Ture Kāwanatanga (Koronia). When read alongside the colonial 

legislative and education acts identified in this claim, the maps demonstrate a clear and 

measurable alignment between Crown law, policy, and the progressive alienation of Ngāti 

Ngahere whenua. Rather than depicting isolated land transactions, the maps reveal a 

sustained legislative process through which the Crown transformed customary tenure into 

Crown-recognised titles, enabling acquisition, confiscation, fragmentation, and ultimately the 

erosion of Ngāti Ngahere tino rangatiratanga. With this the loss and damage of Te reo and 

Tikanga of Ngāti Ngahere including mātauranga Te Ao Māori knowledge sources. 

Beginning with the 1840 tribal estate, the maps trace the successive reduction of Ngāti 

Ngahere lands through the raupatu era, the establishment of Native Land Court blocks 

following 1867, and the continuing loss of whenua by 1900 and 1950. Each stage corresponds 

with the implementation of key colonial statutes, including the New Zealand Constitution Act 

1852, New Zealand Settlements Act 1863, Suppression of Rebellion Act 1863, Native Lands 

Acts 1862 and 1865, and subsequent Native Land Acts. Collectively, these enactments 

dismantled collective customary title, imposed individualised ownership, facilitated Crown 
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purchasing, and accelerated the permanent transfer of Māori land into settler control. The 

mapped changes therefore provide tangible spatial evidence of the legislative mechanisms 

described throughout THEME FIVE. 

Equally significant is the relationship between the land maps and the Crown's education 

legislation and policies. The progressive loss of whenua corresponded with the weakening of 

Ngāti Ngahere whānau, hapū, iwi wānanga, marae, and traditional systems of knowledge 

transmission. As educational statutes increasingly privileged English language, Eurocentric 

curricula, and Crown authority. This process complemented land legislation by undermining 

the cultural, intellectual reo wānanga marae that sustained whakapapa, mātauranga Māori, 

reo and tikanga, environmental kaitiakitanga, wāhi tapu and intellectual spiritual alignment. 

The alienation of land and the suppression of Te Ao Māori Indigenous mātauranga (education) 

were therefore not separate historical developments but interconnected instruments of 

colonial governance designed to displace Māori authority and identity and in this case Ngāti 

Ngahere customary and property rights. 

Ngāti Ngahere land maps therefore become a critical evidential narrative that visually 

corroborates the cumulative impact of colonial legislation examined in THEME FIVE. They 

demonstrate that the loss of whenua, the decline of cultural and Te Ao Māori Ngāti Ngahere 

wānanga educational foundations, and the resulting intergenerational prejudice were the 

foreseeable consequences of a coordinated legislative programme. In doing so, the maps 

reinforce the claim that these Acts breached Te Tiriti o Waitangi by systematically diminishing 

Ngāti Ngahere authority, identity, and capacity for future social, cultural, economic, and 

educational development 

THEME SEVEN: Te Wairua, Te Reo, Te Mātauranga o te Mōteatea 

This claim brings together the historical evidence of eight mōteatea, supported by 

interpretation and contextual analysis to demonstrate how Crown breaches of Te Tiriti o 

Waitangi deliberately eroded the identity of Ngāti Ngahere. Five of these mōteatea were 

composed by the nineteenth-century prophets Te Kooti Ārikirangi Te Tūruki and two 

mōteatea by Rua Kēnana Hepetipa of Maungapōhatu. There compositions provide firsthand 

accounts of Te Ao Māori and Maungapōhatu perspectives on colonial violence, dispossession, 

and cultural resilience and survival. Read alongside the historical record, these mōteatea 

reveal the devastating impacts of military invasion, legislative land confiscation, and colonial 

education policies that suppressed Te Reo, Tikanga, and mātauranga Māori of Ngāti Ngahere. 

Together, these mōteatea provide compelling cultural and historical evidence that Crown 

actions intentionally dismantled Ngāti Ngahere relationships from whenua, whakapapa, and 

customary marae wānanga institutions, breaching Te Tiriti guarantees and causing, causative 

enduring intergenerational prejudice, cultural dislocation, and identity loss. 

THEME EIGHT: Te Whakaara o Te Mōteatea ki te Kerēma a Ngāti Ngahere 

The eight mōteatea will be performed testimonials at this Ngāti Ngahere claim to demonstrate 

its enduring expressions of whakapapa, identity, and collective memory affirming the 

inseparable relationships between whānau, hapū, iwi, whenua, marae, reo, tikanga and 
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mātauranga Māori. The authenticity of these mōteatea has been sustained through 

intergenerational performance across generations at tangihanga, hāhi Ringatū Tekau Mā Rua, 

Waitangi Tribunal claims, Tūhoe, Ngāti Awa, Te Upokorehe, Te Whakatōhea, and Te Whānau-

ā-Apanui biannual Ahurei festivals; Tohe Kura - noho marae reo revitalisation wānanga, 

including Mātaatua Waka, and Te Matatini regional and national kapa haka competitions. 

In the last forty years passages from these mōteatea have also informed and being cited by 

Mātaatua whakapapa mokopuna in Ngā Manu Kōrero oratory, secondary school competitions. 

New Zealand Māori Tourism 

Whitiaua Black NZMT Poutikanga hosts a monthly Karakia Tumu Whakawātea zoom reo 

discussion platform dedicated to advancing Te Ao Māori knowledge through Reo and English 

evidence-based scholarship and meaningful wānanga. This forum draws upon two key 

foundations: (1) Te Ao Māori research and scholarship pedagogies, and (2) marae teaching 

and learning practices that strengthen understanding of te reo and mātauranga Māori. The 

Karakia Tumu Whakawātea presenters are Professor Tom Roa Waikato University, Professor 

Taiarahia Black Te Whare Wānanga o Awanukārangi, Dr Hiria Hape Independent Researcher 

and Kaikarakia Tohunga Māori Tei Nohotima. 

Eight Mōteatea 

The eight mōteatea central to this Ngāti Ngahere claim are documented in Professor Taiarahia 

Black’s pioneering Te Reo PhD thesis completed in the year 2000. Building on the legacy of 

mōteatea, Professor Black will teach a postgraduate Masters paper Te Reo o te Mōteatea at 

Te Whare Wānanga o Awanuiārangi in Semester One 2027. These mōteatea continue to 

inform advanced research, supervision of Masters & Doctorate students, and inform scholarly 

practice. 

Mōteatea as Jurisprudential narratives 

As jurisprudential narratives, these mōteatea restore, sustain and recall customary apakura 

reo whakahuahua - tangi o te ngākau (Oh weep of the heart), a collective memory and rights, 

and historical testimony concerning Crown breaches of Te Tiriti o Waitangi. The narratives 

documented in these mōteatea demonstrate the erosion of Ngāti Ngahere identity through 

land dispossession, military invasion, reo and tikanga language suppression, and cultural 

dislocation while affirming the resilience of whakapapa and mātauranga Māori. Together, 

these mōteatea constitute authoritative cultural oral and written evidence supporting the 

enduring jurisdiction, jurisprudence, and identity of Ngāti Ngahere 

THEME NINE: He Rautaki Reo Paerua, Reo Kairangi Mā Ngāti Ngahere 

This claim advances the proposition that breaches of Te Tiriti o Waitangi fundamentally 

eroded the cultural identity, Reo and Tikanga, mātauranga Māori and tino rangatiratanga of 

Ngāti Ngahere. It further proposes that a Te Reo Master's thesis, Te Reo PhD thesis, and Te 

Reo Professional Doctorate thesis strategy is put in place and will provide a rigorous academic 

platform through which the historical evidence, oral and tikanga histories, mātauranga Māori  
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and legal analysis supporting the Ngāti Ngahere claim can be systematically documented, 

critically examined, and advanced. Together, these postgraduate Reo research thesis 

programmes will strengthen the evidential foundation of the claim by restoring and sustaining 

Ngāti Ngahere knowledge, demonstrating intergenerational prejudice arising from Crown 

breaches, and producing enduring scholarly resources that contribute to Treaty justice, Reo 

and Tikanga acquisition, revitalisation, cultural, spiritual restoration, and the reaffirmation of 

Ngāti Ngahere identity, authority, and aspirations for present and future generations. 

A Te Reo Master's thesis, Te Reo PhD thesis, and Te Reo Professional Doctorate thesis 

Strategy supporting the Ngāti Ngahere claim 

1. Creates an authoritative evidential record by documenting Ngāti Ngahere oral 

histories, whakapapa, tikanga, and mātauranga using recognised academic research 

methods. 

2. Strengthens Treaty claim evidence by establishing a robust, research-based analysis of 

the relationship between Crown breaches and the erosion of Ngāti Ngahere identity, 

language, and governance. 

3. Supports Te Reo & Tikanga revitalisation through the production of original 

scholarship written in and about Te Reo and Tikanga, contributing to Reo and Tikanga, 

mātauranga Māori normalisation and transmission. 

4. Restores and sustains the ethos of mātauranga Māori of Ngāti Ngahere by recording 

cultural knowledge, customary practices, and intellectual traditions for future 

generations within an enduring scholarly framework. 

5. Develop Ngāti Ngahere research capability by producing highly qualified reo and 

tikanga researchers and leaders able to advance whānau, hapū, iwi, marae priorities 

in education, policy, and governance. 

6. Provides independent academic credibility through peer-reviewed, evidence-based 

research that can inform Waitangi Tribunal proceedings, policy development, and 

future legal or historical analysis. 

7. Support cultural and Ngāti Ngahere marae wānanga Tohe Kura Reo restoration by 

informing the revitalisation of marae, wānanga, environmental kaitiakitanga, whenua, 

whakapapa and customary governance through research grounded in Ngāti Ngahere 

values. 

8. Creates a lasting legacy by establishing a body of Te Reo & Tikanga scholarship that 

strengthens the intellectual, cultural, educational, and constitutional foundations of 

the Ngāti Ngahere claim for future generations. 
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THEME TEN – Te Whakaputanga: A Publication of the TEN THEMES of this Discussion paper 

- Ngāti Ngahere Claim 

Te Whakaputanga publication will bring together the ten interconnected themes of this 

discussion paper into a coherent and enduring publication that documents the historical and 

contemporary dimensions of the Ngāti Ngahere Claim. Drawing on Kaitiakitanga overview, 

climate change response, tangihanga, whakaora taiao, whakaora whenua, historical 

legislation, archival maps, oral histories, the interpretation and performance of mōteatea, and 

emerging postgraduate research in te reo Māori. In one sweep this planned publication 

presents an account of the cumulative impacts of Crown actions on Ngāti Ngahere. The 

publication will demonstrate how these breaches have contributed to the intergenerational 

erosion of te reo, tikanga, mātauranga Māori, tino rangatiratanga, and tribal identity, while 

highlighting the resilience of the people and their knowledge traditions. Looking beyond 

historical grievance, Te Whakaputanga will identify pathways for cultural and linguistic 

revitalisation, preservation, scholarly advancement, Treaty justice, and the reaffirmation of 

Ngāti Ngahere identity for present and future generations. 

Kōia, ka puta atu ki waho! 




