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Research Proposal: Ngāi Tamatea Mana Wāhine 
Researcher: Nigel How (Ngāti Kahungunu) 

Nigel How Experience 

I am of Ngāti Kahungunu descent and resides at Iwitea Pā in the Wairoa District. 

I hold a Bachelor of Arts, majoring in Māori and History from Massey University and specialises 
in the whakapapa and history of the people of Wairoa District.  

My learning began in 1988 at the Manahi Hema Family Reunion at Rangiahua Marae, Wairoa 
when I was eleven years old.  Since then, I have been encouraged and tutored by a large group 
of kaumātua most of whom have since passed over.  

I was present at the first hui of the Wairoa District Waitangi Tribunal Claims which was held 
in Te Poho o Tamaterangi at Rangiahua Marae. Then over some 20 years I served in several 
roles, including research support for Te Whakaki-Nui-A-Rua for which I also served as 
establishment Secretary and Kaumatua.  I was also the Inaugural Chairman of the Kaumatua 
Council of Tatau Tatau o Te Wairoa Trust, Wairoa’s Treaty Settlement entity. 

During this time, I also spent 16 years as a tutor at marae-based wananga programmes in the 
Wairoa District teaching whakapapa, history and the arts of Te Whare Pora. 

Recent governance experience includes 7 years as the Executive Chairman of Ngāti 
Kahungunu Wairoa Taiwhenua Incorporated, 6 years as a Ngāti Kahungunu Iwi Board 
Member, 4 years as an iwi-appointed trustee of Hawke’s Bay Museums Trust and several 
other roles.  Currently I am a Ngāti Matawhaiti representative to the ongoing Auckland 
Museum discussions about the waka Te-Toki-a-Tapiri. My working life has included homecare 
for relatives, self-employed artist and 18 years as a team member of the Wairoa Museum 
both full and part time.  

I have written several localised education resources for public consumption including the 
“Children of the Queen” essay in 2016 for the Wairoa Museum redevelopment which included 
the return of the Pai Mārire Flag, present at the 1865 Battle of Omaruhakeke, to Wairoa from 
Hawick, Scotland.  As the courier sent to bring the flag home, part of that included stopping 
briefly at both Te Poho o Tamaterangi at Kutarere and Omaruhakeke at Marumaru before 
delivering the flag to its permanent home at Wairoa Museum.  

In the past 9 years I have undertaken many localised research reports and Cultural Impact 
Assessments as well as assisted many with whakapapa research.  The past year has led me to 
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undertake Peer Review work on reports produced by others as well as an editing role for other 
pieces of work.  I am currently semi-retired. 

I have previously provided evidence to the Waitangi Tribunal as an expert witness in the Wai 
262 inquiry in 2000/2001. 

Proposed Research 

I am the author of the ‘Attack on Omaruhakeke’ report, relied upon by Wai 1511 in their 
Amended Statement of Claim dated 18 May 2026, filed in the present Inquiry.  

I have been asked to conduct further research into Ngāi Tamatea’s whakapapa connections 
in order to highlight Ngāi Tamatea’s customary land interests as traced through the 
prominent female ancestors of Ngāi Tamatea hapū.   

I understand that the evidence presented to date has primarily focused on Ngāi Tamatea’s 
customary interests through the ancestor Te Waru Tamatea and his brothers. While those 
lines of descent are significant, comparatively less attention has been given to the whakapapa 
connections descending from the prominent women of Ngāi Tamatea.  

Accordingly, this research will examine those ancestral lines and the customary interests they 
establish, with a view to providing a more complete account of the whakapapa foundations 
of Ngāi Tamatea’s customary land interests. 

In particular, the following  research questions will be considered: 

1. Raiha Nuku is the tipuna whaea of claimant Keita Hudson and their whānau. What is
Raiha Nuku’s whakapapa connection to Te Waru Tamatea?

2. Te Hapimana Tunupaora and Te Tuhi Ihakara were deponents in the Native Land Court
Minutes regarding the land interests of Ngāi Tamatea within Te Wairoa who appear to
be related to Raiha Nuku. What is Raiha Nuku’s whakapapa connection to Te Hapimana
Tunupaora and Te Tuhi Ihakara?

3. Mere Karaka is identified in the earliest known list of Ngāi Tamatea tipuna who settled
at Waiotahe. Mere Karaka is also the name of a prominent ancestress of Te Wairoa of
Ariki status. Are these two tipuna likely to be the same or different people?

4. What is the relationship of the ariki, Mere Te Karaka to Te Waru Tamatea and his hapū?
5. What were the land interests of Te Waru Tamatea’s wife, Horiana Arawhita.
6. Did Te Waru Tamatea have any land interests in Wairoa that are additional to those that

are recognised in the existing research report produced by Ms Mary Gillingham?
7. What happened to Te Waru Tamatea’s daughter, Te Ia? Where did she end up living?
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8. What is known about Te Waru Tamatea’s other daughter, Mautiki who is said to have
left Waiotahe with a Pākehā called James Wilson, and at one point was living in Ruatoki?
Did she ever return home to Te Wairoa?

9. Was Te Mauniko Te Waru the sister of Te Waru Tamatea who married Te Kooti?
10. Did any of those of Te Waru’s original hapū return to Te Wairoa?
11. Where is Te Waru Tamatea buried, did he ever return home to be buried in Te Wairoa?

Timeframe 

It is proposed that this research be completed across 11 days between 8 August to 8 
September in order to be presented during Hearing Week 11, 19-23 October 2026, with 
evidence due for filing on 8 September.  
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