
APPENDIX “A” 

Summary of Claimant Evidence 

#G17 – Brief of evidence of 

Te Kahautu Maxwell 

Professor Te Kahautu Maxwell’s evidence provides the 

cultural and historical framework for the Ngāti Ngahere 

claim, speaking to the enduring impacts of raupatu on 

Ngāti Ngahere, their whenua, identity and way of life.  His 

evidence highlights the role of Ringatū, mana whenua 

and mana moana, and mātauranga taiao in sustaining 

Ngāti Ngahere mana motuhake and rangatiratanga, 

while also addressing climate change and Mana Rangi 

as a framework for the future. 

#G18 – Brief of evidence of 

Taiarahia Black 

Professor Taiarahia Black’s evidence provides an 

account of both historical and contemporary te Tiriti o 

Waitangi breaches that have eroded Ngāti Ngahere’s 

cultural identity, offering an insight into the impacts on 

hapū lands, resources, taonga and people.  He explores 

this through an analysis of aspects of te reo Māori, 

tikanga Māori, mātauranga Māori, and kaitiakitanga that 

have been systematically and intergenerationally 

diminished, ultimately dismantling the cultural, 

constitutional and environmental knowledge systems 

that once enabled Ngāti Ngahere to exercise tino 

rangatiratanga over their affairs.  His evidence 

emphasises the importance of enacting indigenous 

approaches, such as in respect of climate change 

response, traditional practices and research, in order to 

develop pathways for the revitalisation, restoration and 

preservation of tribal identity for present and future 

generations. 

#G19 – Brief of evidence of 

Arihia Tuoro 

Arihia Tuoro’s evidence explains how raupatu continues 

to affect Ngāti Ngahere through landlessness, loss of 
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hapū authority, language loss and disconnection from 

their pā, urupā and identity.  She describes Ngāti 

Ngahere’s refusal to settle at Ōpape because it was not 

their land, their establishment of Terere as home, and 

their disconnection from Te Roto urupā.  She addresses 

the difficulties whānau face in accessing land for 

housing, Māori Land Court processes, and flooding and 

redevelopment issues at Terere Marae.  Her evidence 

also describes the burden carried by ahi kā and current 

efforts to rebuild Ngāti Ngahere by reconnecting whānau 

and mokopuna with their whenua, reo and pā. 

#G20 – Unsigned joint brief 

of evidence of Joseph 

Kahika and Jason Kahika 

The joint evidence of Joseph and Jason Kahika shares 

their story of living on the Ōpape reserve and the 

hardships they have faced in attempting to use and 

develop their land.  Joseph speaks to his childhood at 

Ōpape, farming the land, and his disconnect from the 

rohe when he moved away to provide for his whānau. 

Jason goes on to describe the intergenerational impact 

of disconnection and dislocation of his whānau from their 

lands, hapū, iwi, reo and tikanga.  Their joint brief further 

highlights the land use and development issues they 

have faced as a result of land laws and policies, 

impacting their ability to backfill the swamp on their 

whenua, have their agreement to run a water line to the 

marae upheld, access the local beach, and use the dam 

on their whenua, all practices that have been routine 

practice over their lifetimes, that are now barred because 

of covenants, health and safety regulations, permits, and 

Resource Management Act constraints. 

#G21 – Brief of evidence of 

Rota Carrington 

Rota Carrington’s evidence concerns the provision of 

education and related outcomes in the inquiry district. In 

particular, how raupatu, poor government resourcing 

and support, and a lack of cultural representation and 

recognition of cultural competency, has marginalised, 

suppressed and disenfranchised generations of Ngāti 
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Ngahere uri from the education system.  He explores this 

through an assessment of historical Treaty breaches and 

contemporary failures by the Crown in supporting 

funding for schools and community, resourcing for 

alternative educational pathways, and resourcing for 

localised solutions and approaches.  His evidence offers 

a further insight into alternative, partnership-based 

approaches to education that align with the traditional 

Ngāti Ngahere education system. 

#G22 – Brief of evidence of 

Vaughan Payne 

Vaughan Payne’s evidence examines how Crown and 

local government decision-making has continued to 

shape the contemporary circumstances of Ngāti 

Ngahere and Te Whakatōhea, including through the 

delayed settlement process, environmental 

management and barriers to kaitiakitanga.  His evidence 

highlights the importance of Māori leadership and 

participation in decision-making to enable the exercise of 

rangatiratanga and the restoration of the taiao. 

#G23 – Brief of evidence of 

Chris Carrington 

Chris Carrington’s evidence centres on the importance 

of Terere Moari Marae to Ngāti Ngahere and the role it 

plays in supporting the cultural identity of their hapū and 

wellbeing of the broader community.  He explains its use 

in gatherings for ahi kā whānau, for community events, 

and for civil defence emergencies, and highlights the 

difficulties Ngāti Ngahere face in attempting to maintain 

and re-develop the buildings to ensure the marae can 

continue to be utilised.  His evidence speaks to the 

challenges of the marae being situated on land that does 

not customarily belong to Ngāti Ngahere, the marae 

facing climate change risks, and co-funding challenges 

that have resulted from the disestablishment of the 

Oranga Marae programme, that are all exacerbated by 

central and local government policies, building consent 

processes, funding arrangements, decision-making 

frameworks and the land tenure system. 
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#G24 – Brief of evidence of 

Nicholas Magill 

Nicholas Magill’s evidence illustrates the 

intergenerational impacts of raupatu and displacement 

through his lived experience of disconnection from, and 

eventual return to, Te Whakatōhea. His journey 

highlights both the barriers that continue to keep uri 

disconnected and how the Crown can support 

reconnection to whakapapa, people and place. 

#G25 – Unsigned brief of 

evidence of Bonnie Taia 

The evidence of Bonnie Taia follows the waterways of 

Ngāti Ngahere, from Ōtara and Waioweka rivers, 

through to the harbour and the marina, emphasising the 

significance of each wāhi.  She provides an account of 

various challenges that Ngāti Ngahere have faced in 

respect of each of these locations, extending to the 

coastline and sand dunes that extend across to Ōpape. 

Her evidence speaks to the work of Ngā Hapū o te 

Whakatōhea Engagement Group (“NHEG”) and the 

difficulties they face in having no formal authority, 

autonomy, or decision-making power to enact change in 

respect of cultural and resource consent matters in the 

rohe.  She goes on to explore the importance of 

connection and cultural revitalisation, describing her 

efforts to share and pass on mātauranga to future 

generations by developing a kaupapa for rangatahi that 

uses fishing, diving and oral history to re-connect 

rangatahi to their Ngāti Ngahere whakapapa, whenua 

and moana. 

#G26 – Joint brief of 

evidence of Dr Shannon 

Davis and Dr Richard Morris 

Dr Shannon Davis and Dr Richard Morris’ evidence 

examines how historical transformation of the landscape 

continues to shape the relationship between whenua, 

wai, kai and the wellbeing of Ngāti Ngahere, including by 

increasing vulnerability to the impacts of climate change. 

Drawing on their collaborative research with Te 

Whakatōhea, their evidence highlights the role of 

mātauranga Māori, iwi-led landscape planning and 
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ecological restoration in building resilience and enabling 

rangatiratanga over future decisions affecting the rohe. 




