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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL:

1.

10391190

This memorandum of counsel responds to the Tribunal’s memorandum-

directions of 7 August (the memorandum-directions).

In response to the memorandum-directions instructions were urgently

sought, and received today.

Counsel can report that, at this stage, the Crown does not intend to defer

the dates recorded at [2] of the memorandum-directions; the Ministry of

Education’s position is that it is very important that schools have, in the

near future, certainty in terms of the curricula they are to apply in 2027.

To be clear, it is intended that two distinct steps occur in the near future:

(1) public release of the final curriculum content proposed to be

made as National Curriculum Statements; and then

(2) the Minister formally taking decisions on that content under
s 90 of the Education and Training Act 2020 (2020 Act), and

publishing or notifying it in the Gazette.

The timeline officials are working to is:

5.1

5.2

53

5.4

12 August 2026: Release of final Years 0-10 Science and Social
Sciences content that is proposed to be made as National

Curriculum Statements.

26 August 2026: Release of final Tau 0-10 Piataiao and Te
Pidmanawa Tangata content that is proposed to be made as

National Curriculum Statements.

9 September 2026: Release of remaining final Years | Tau 0-10
content and overarching National Curriculum Frameworks (Te
Mataiaho and Te Anga) that is proposed to be made as National

Curriculum Statements.

Week beginning 31 August 2026: Minister to be provided with a
Report and officials’ advice on the National Curriculum

Statements and notice for the New Zealand Gazette for the



Minister’s decision. This is the point where the Minister will be
taking a decision under section 90(1)(a) of the 2020 Act on content
of the National Curriculum Statements and implementation

requirements.

5.5 9 September or soon after: Publication of National Curriculum
Statements on the Ministry’s Tahurangi website and in the New

Zealand Gazette.

However, the Crown’s firm preference is to have the benefit of the
Tribunal’s analysis in respect of the curriculum reforms before making its
formal decisions on the national curriculum under s 90 of the 2020 Act. The
Crown is well-placed to, and can commit to, urgently reviewing the stage
two report (or any targeted interim findings/recommendations in respect
of the curriculum reforms the Tribunal may choose to issue in advance of

the stage two report).
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