
30 July 2026 

Kauri Quince  
kauriquince@gmail.com 

Ref: PMO OIA 883-2026-27 

Dear Kauri, 

Official Information Act request: Climate Change Response (Tort Liability) Amendment 
Bill 

Thank you for your Official Information Act 1982 (the Act) request, received on 12 July 2026. 
Your request was for information relating to Climate Change Response (Tort Liability) 
Amendment Bill and related to the use of personal accounts or devices and records 
management. Given the length of your full request, I have attached it here as an appendix. 

I wrote to you on 24 July 2026 and explained that the Climate Change Response (Tort 
Liability) Amendment Bill falls within the Justice portfolio. Given your request was also sent to 
the Ministry of Justice (MOJ), I advised you that the following parts of your request were 
more closely connected to the functions of MOJ and would be addressed in their response: 

• Part A: Policy development and ministerial decision-making on the Bill

• Part B: External communications and lobbying

• Part C: Drafting history and development of the Bill

• Part F: Parliamentary timetable and public participation in relation to the Bill

Some information in scope of the following parts of your request was transferred to the 
Department of Internal Affairs (DIA). This includes information relating to the former Chief 
Policy Advisor.  

• Part D: Private accounts, personal devices, messaging systems, and hard-copy
records

• Part E: Records management, OIA compliance, and preservation systems.

I am now in a position to respond in relation to information held by this office in scope of your 
request that is not covered by the responses from MOJ or DIA. 

Parts A, B, C and F: Climate Change Response (Tort Liability) Amendment Bill 

Due to the public interest, this office is intending to publish information we hold in relation to 
the Smith v Fonterra Co-operative Group litigation, the amendment to the Climate Change 
Response Act 2002 and related matters shortly. This will include information you have 
requested in these parts of your request that may not be covered by the MOJ response. 
Relevant communications with the defendants to the litigation will be included in the 
proactive release. 

Accordingly, I am refusing your request as it relates to this information under section 18(d) of 
the Act on the basis that the requested information will soon be publicly available. This is 
subject to some information being withheld under the provisions of the Act. 
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There is an additional email that has been identified in scope of your request. This email is 
withheld under section 9(2)(g)(i) of the Act, to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs 
through the free and frank expression of opinions. I have decided to release the relevant part 
of this email to you as a summary under section 16(1)(e) of the Act as follows: 
 

A list of consultation papers was circulated to staff in the Prime Minister’s office 
and DPMC officials for a meeting on 2 June 2026. Included on the list was the 
paper for the Cabinet Legislation Committee “Climate Change Response (Tort 
Liability) Amendment Bill: Approval for Introduction”. 
 

The Bill is now publicly available on the New Zealand Legislation website at: 
www.legislation.govt.nz/bill/government/2026/330/en/latest. 
 
The only other information identified as relevant to these parts of your request that would not 
be included in the MOJ response is a briefing provided to the Prime Minister by the 
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet's (DPMC) Policy Advisory Group. These 
briefings are provided to the Prime Minister in confidence to support him in his role as leader 
of the Government and chair of Cabinet. This briefing is withheld in its entirety under the 
following sections of the Act: 
 

• section 9(2)(f)(iv), to maintain the confidentiality of advice tendered by or to Ministers 
and officials 

• section 9(2)(g)(i), to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free 
and frank expression of opinion 

• section 9(2)(h), to maintain legal professional privilege. 
 

Part D: Use of personal accounts or devices 
 
As noted above, this part of your request as it relates to the former Chief Policy Advisor has 
been transferred to DIA. Information about actions taken regarding communications to 
ministerial staff in this office about the use of personal accounts or devices and 
recordkeeping obligations will also be responded to by DIA. 
 
This office has identified instances where a staff member may have used their personal 
device for work purposes, such as to create a voice recording for an interview. In addition, 
where there has been a work-related text message on a personal device, a screenshot was 
taken of it and emailed to the work account. All of these have been forwarded to the staff 
member’s work email address and retained as part of official records. Where there are 
instances like this, they have not been included in this response. 
 
There were also instances where staff in this office used their personal accounts to book an 
and pay for an Uber for work purposes. At the time staff were not able to access the Uber 
app using their work phones. Fares were then reimbursed. We have not included these 
instances as the use was incurring a personal expense for work purpose that was then 
reimbursed, rather than using a personal account or device for official information. The Uber 
app is now available on work phones for staff who need access for work purposes. 
 
Please find attached copies of communications identified relevant to this part of your request. 
These are set out in the table below, with details of each of the documents and an 
explanation as to why a personal device was used in each instance. 
 
  

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/bill/government/2026/330/en/latest/
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Item Date sent Subject line or description and additional context Decision 

Item 01 23/05/2024 Fw: Requesting brief meeting, May 27-29 
Includes: related emails for additional context. 
 
Context: I received a work email from an individual that 
was sent separately to my work email, my personal email 
and to another email that did not exist. I forwarded the 
personal email to my work account at the time, and all 
further communications were conducted via work emails. 
Both email chains are included in the release document. 

Some 
information 
withheld under: 
s9(2)(a) 

Item 02 4/09/2024 FW: Briscoes: [Briscoe Group] Re: Transcript: BOT: Hi 
there BOT: Welcome to Briscoe... 
 
Context: Forwarding of information needed to return order 
to shop as work phone was not email enabled at the time. 

Some 
information 
withheld under: 
s9(2)(a) 

Item 03 5/11/2024 Fw: Open letter on blood cancer medicines funding 
 
Context: The link to the letter would not open on the staff 
member’s work device so used their personal device to 
open the letter. 

Some 
information 
withheld under: 
s9(2)(a) 

Item 04 11/12/2024 FW: link 
 
Context: Link to public document would not open on the 
staff member’s work device so used their personal device 
to open. 

Some 
information 
withheld under: 
s9(2)(a) 

Item 05 3/02/2025 Fw: Paris agreement 
 
Context: Not able to copy and paste a public quote using 
Outlook so used personal device. 

Some 
information 
withheld under: 
s9(2)(a) 

Item 06 23/04/2025 RE: UK wrap PR 
 
Drafts of press release withheld under s9(2)(g)(i). 
Link to final press release (24/04/2024): 
www.beehive.govt.nz/release/nz’s-partnership-united-
kingdom-reinforced 
 
Context: Not able to copy and paste a press release using 
Outlook so used personal device to paste and so could 
message to media. 

Some 
information 
withheld under: 
s9(2)(a) 
s9(2)(g)(i) 

Item 07 5/08/2025 Prime Minister’s address to Papua New Guinea 
Parliament  
 
Attachment: final copy of address to Papua New Guinea 
Parliament is publicly available at: 
www.beehive.govt.nz/speech/address-papua-new-guinea-
parliament 
 
Context: Staff member was having difficulty accessing 
work systems while in Papua New Guinea so forwarded a 
copy of the Prime Minister’s address to the Papua New 
Guinea Parliament (public document/not classified) to their 
personal account. 

Some 
information 
withheld under: 
s9(2)(a) 
 
Attached copy of 
address is 
refused under 
s18(d) 

Item 08 7/08/2025 Press release on relationship with Papua New Guinea 
 
Attachment: Press release: New Zealand committed to its 
relationship with Papua New Guinea 

Some 
information 
withheld under: 
s9(2)(a) 

https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/nz’s-partnership-united-kingdom-reinforced
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/nz’s-partnership-united-kingdom-reinforced
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/speech/address-papua-new-guinea-parliament
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/speech/address-papua-new-guinea-parliament
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Item Date sent Subject line or description and additional context Decision 

Context: Staff member was having difficulty accessing 
work systems while in Papua New Guinea so forwarded a 
copy of the press release about the Papua New Guinea 
visit (public document/not classified) to their personal 
account. 

Item 09 14/08/2025 Fw: Event briefs: Hutt Day 
 
Attachments – Event Briefs for: 

• Carters Petone ‘Power Up’ Breakfast 

• Visit: Niche Modular 

• Sod Turning: Te Papa Biodiversity Research Centre 

• Student Leaders’ Morning Tea 
 
Context: At the time the staff member did not have a work 
phone and was accompanying the Prime Minister for these 
events so needed access to the relevant event documents 
for the visits. The staff member now has a work phone and 
has not needed to use their personal device. 

Some 
information 
withheld under: 
s9(2)(a) 
s9(2)(k) 

Item 10 14/08/2025 Fw: Information: Student Presentation 
 
Attachment: Powerpoint slides and notes for presentation 
for student leaders’ morning tea. 
 
Context: Same as for Item 09 above, this was to have a 
copy of the slides needed for the visit. 

Some 
information 
withheld under: 
s9(2)(a) 

Item 11 23/01/2026 Fwd: Jetstar Booking Confirmation Email 
 
Context: Jetstar booking confirmation email for a last-
minute flight booked for a staff member to accompany the 
Prime Minister on severe weather-related visits. The 
confirmation was then forwarded from Gmail account to 
the staff member’s work account. 

Some 
information 
withheld under: 
s9(2)(a) 

 
As noted in the table above and on the documents themselves, some information has been 
withheld under the following sections of the Act: 
 

• section 9(2)(a), to protect the privacy of individuals 

• section 9(2)(g)(i), to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and 
frank expression of opinions  

• section 9(2)(k), to prevent disclosure or use for improper gain or advantage 

• section 18(d), as the information is already publicly available. 
 

Part E: Recordkeeping and retention of official information 
 
As noted above, this part of your request has been transferred to DIA. The information below 
is in relation to correspondence requested under Part 4, that would not be covered by the 
response from DIA. 
 
You requested relevant correspondence with the Ombudsman. Under section 2 of the Act, 
the definition of Official Information states that it “does not include information contained in 
any correspondence or communication which has taken place between the office of the 
Ombudsmen and any public service agency or Minister of the Crown or organisation and 
which relates to an investigation conducted by an Ombudsman under this Act or under the 
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Ombudsmen Act 1975, other than information that came into existence before the 
commencement of that investigation.” 
 
Although the correspondence between this office and the Ombudsman is not official 
information, the Ombudsman’s final opinion of 1 July 2026 in relation to the complaint by the 
Environmental Law Initiative is available on the Ombudsman’s website at: 
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/resources/information-relating-smith-v-fonterra-proceedings. 
 
Please find attached a letter received from the Chief Archivist which has been identified as 
relevant to this part of your request. 
 

Item Date sent Subject line or description Decision 

Item 12 9/06/2026 Letter from Chief Archivist: 
Requests for intervention under the Public 
Records Act 2005 

Released in full. 

 
In making my decision, I have considered the public interest considerations in section 9(1) of 
the Act. No public interest has been identified that would be sufficient to outweigh the 
reasons for withholding that information. 
 
You have the right to ask the Ombudsman to investigate and review my decision under 
section 28(3) of the Act.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Cameron Burrows 
Chief of Staff

https://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/resources/information-relating-smith-v-fonterra-proceedings
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Appendix – full text of request 
 
 
OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT 1982 REQUEST 
 

Climate Change Response (Tort Liability) Amendment Bill 
 
Date: 10 July 2026 
 
Requester: 
Kauri Quince 
Whangārei, Northland 
Kauriquince@gmail.com 
 
Recipients: 
Office of the Prime Minister 
Ministry for the Environment 
Ministry of Justice 
 

Purpose of request 
This request seeks official information concerning the development, drafting, consultation, 
legal analysis, approval, introduction, and progression of the Climate Change Response 
(Tort Liability) Amendment Bill. 
The request also seeks information concerning: 

• external communications and lobbying; 

• drafting instructions and Bill versions; 

• legal, New Zealand Bill of Rights Act, Te Tiriti, and tikanga Māori analysis; 

• information held in private accounts, personal devices, messaging applications, and 
hard-copy records; 

• the parliamentary timetable and public-participation process; and 

• the searches and records-management steps undertaken by the relevant offices and 
agencies. 

Unless otherwise specified, the relevant period is: 
 
1 January 2023 to the date on which this request is answered. 
 
Where another Minister, department, agency, or organisation holds any requested 
information, please transfer the relevant part promptly under section 14 of the Official 
Information Act 1982 and advise me of the transfer. 
 

 
  

mailto:Kauriquince@gmail.com
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Part A: Policy development and ministerial decision-making 
 
Please provide copies of the following official information concerning the Climate Change 
Response (Tort Liability) Amendment Bill. 
 

1. Core policy and Cabinet material 
 
All: 

• Cabinet papers; 

• Cabinet committee papers; 

• Cabinet minutes; 

• aides-mémoire; 

• ministerial briefings; 

• departmental reports; 

• policy papers; 

• options papers; 

• talking points; 

• regulatory impact material; and 

• internal advice 
 
relating to: 

a. the Bill; 
b. the creation of a statutory bar on tort liability for emissions-related climate-change 

effects; 
c. the application of that bar to existing, pending, or future proceedings; 
d. the relationship between the Bill and Smith v Fonterra Co-operative Group Ltd; 
e. the treatment or exclusion of tikanga Māori, customary law, Māori conceptions of 

harm, or tikanga-based causes of action; 
f. the decision to refer the Bill to the Justice Committee; 
g. the committee report-back timetable; 
h. the length of the public-submission period; and 
i. the proposed commencement and transitional arrangements. 

 

2. Legal and constitutional advice 
All legal advice, summaries of legal advice, requests for legal advice, and records describing 
the substance or conclusions of legal advice concerning: 

a. consistency with the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990; 
b. access to justice and section 27 of that Act; 
c. freedom from discrimination under section 19; 
d. retrospective or retroactive legislation; 
e. interference with existing litigation; 
f. separation of powers and judicial independence; 
g. parliamentary sovereignty; 
h. tikanga Māori and the common law; 
i. Te Tiriti o Waitangi and Treaty principles; 
j. property rights or interests; 
k. potential judicial review proceedings; 
l. potential declarations of inconsistency; and 
m. potential Waitangi Tribunal proceedings. 

 
Where legal professional privilege is relied upon, please provide for each withheld record: 
 

• its date; 

• author; 

• recipient or recipients; 
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• general subject; 

• specific withholding provision relied upon; and 

• confirmation that partial release and any applicable public-interest balancing exercise 
were considered. 

 

3. Consultation and impact assessment 
All advice, assessments, plans, and records concerning whether the following groups should 
be consulted: 

• Māori; 

• iwi; 

• hapū; 

• Māori organisations; 

• affected litigants; 

• environmental organisations; 

• legal experts; 

• climate scientists; 

• businesses; 

• industry organisations; and 

• members of the public. 
 

4. Te Tiriti and tikanga material 
 
All: 

• Treaty impact assessments; 

• Te Tiriti analyses; 

• tikanga Māori analyses; 

• Māori rights assessments; 

• consultation plans; 

• engagement records; and 

• related advice 
 
concerning the Bill. 
 

5. Legislative timetable 
All records explaining why the Bill was introduced and progressed according to its present 
parliamentary timetable. 
 

Part B: External communications and lobbying 
 
Please provide all communications and records of communications concerning the Climate 
Change Response (Tort Liability) Amendment Bill, climate-related tort liability, or proposed 
limits on civil liability for emissions-related harm. 
 

6. Named organisations 
This request includes communications between any Minister, ministerial office, department, 
official, employee, adviser, secondee, contractor, or consultant and any representative of: 

a. Fonterra Co-operative Group Limited; 
b. Z Energy Limited; 
c. The New Zealand Initiative; 
d. BusinessNZ; 
e. the Greenhouse Policy Coalition, or any successor or related organisation; 
f. any fossil-fuel, dairy, agricultural, transport, energy, insurance, banking, or other 

industry organisation; 
g. any law firm, barrister, consultant, economist, public-relations firm, lobbying firm, 
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or government-relations adviser acting for an external organisation concerning the 
Bill or climate-related tort liability. 

 

7. Forms of communication 
 
This includes: 

• emails; 

• letters; 

• attachments; 

• briefing notes; 

• submissions; 

• presentations; 

• draft documents; 

• proposed legislative wording; 

• clause drafts; 

• meeting invitations; 

• calendar entries; 

• meeting notes; 

• telephone notes; 

• visitor records; 

• text messages; 

• encrypted messages; 

• instant messages; 

• Microsoft Teams messages; 

• WhatsApp, Signal, Telegram, iMessage, or similar communications; 

• handwritten notes; 

• records of verbal discussions; and 

• follow-up communications. 
 

8. Meeting records 
For every relevant meeting, discussion, briefing, or presentation, please provide: 

a. the date and time; 
b. the attendees; 
c. the organisation represented by each attendee; 
d. the purpose or agenda; 
e. any documents or presentations supplied; 
f. notes or minutes; 
g. actions or commitments agreed; 
h. any proposed policy or legislative wording discussed; and 
i. subsequent correspondence or follow-up action. 

 

9. External influence on drafting 
Please also provide all records identifying: 

a. any clause, phrase, policy concept, argument, or drafting approach proposed by 
an external person or organisation; 

b. any external document relied upon in preparing the Bill; 
c. any comparison made between external proposals and the final Bill; 
d. any assessment of the interests or potential benefits to external organisations 

arising from the Bill; and 
e. any internal concern raised about lobbying, conflicts of interest, transparency, or 

the appearance of preferential access. 
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Part C: Drafting history and development of the Bill 
 
Please provide the complete drafting history of the Climate Change Response (Tort Liability) 
Amendment Bill. 
 

10. Versions and drafts 
Please provide: 

a. every version of the Bill; 
b. every proposed amendment or alternative draft; 
c. tracked-change copies; 
d. draft clauses; 
e. explanatory notes; 
f. schedules; 
g. internal comments; 
h. drafting annotations; and 
i. comparison documents showing changes between versions. 

 

11. Parliamentary Counsel Office instructions 
Please provide: 

a. all drafting instructions sent to the Parliamentary Counsel Office; 
b. all supplementary or amended drafting instructions; 
c. all questions, comments, and requests for clarification exchanged with the 

Parliamentary Counsel Office; 
d. all records showing when instructions were given and by whom; and 
e. all records showing who approved the instructions before they were sent. 

 

12. Responsibility for material provisions 
Please provide all records identifying who: 

a. proposed; 
b. requested; 
c. drafted; 
d. amended; 
e. reviewed; 
f. approved; or 
g. authorised 

each material provision of the Bill. 
 

13. External wording and source material 
Please provide: 

a. all records identifying wording supplied or suggested by any person or 
organisation outside government; 

b. all external briefing papers, reports, legal opinions, policy papers, submissions, or 
model clauses relied upon; 

c. all records comparing external proposals with the wording ultimately adopted; 
d. all records identifying whether external material was copied, adapted, 

summarised, or rejected; and 
e. all correspondence concerning the use of external wording or policy concepts. 

 

14. Document and version history 
For each material draft, please provide: 

a. creation date; 
b. author; 
c. editor or editors; 
d. amendment dates; 
e. circulation list; 
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f. recipients; 
g. document-management reference; 
h. file name; 
i. version number; and 
j. any available metadata or audit trail. 

 

15. Existing proceedings and transitional effect 
Please provide all advice and records concerning: 

a. application of the Bill to proceedings already commenced; 
b. application to claims not yet filed; 
c. retrospective or retroactive operation; 
d. transitional provisions; 
e. effect on Smith v Fonterra Co-operative Group Ltd or related litigation; 
f. effect on causes of action pleaded in tikanga Māori; and 
g. effect on claims that may in future rely upon tikanga Māori, customary law, public 

nuisance, negligence, or novel climate-related duties. 
 

Part D: Private accounts, personal devices, messaging systems, and hard-
copy records 
 
For the avoidance of doubt, this request includes official information regardless of where or 
how it is stored. 
 

16. Information held outside standard systems 
Please include relevant official information held: 

a. in private or personal email accounts; 
b. on privately owned mobile phones, computers, tablets, storage devices, or cloud 

accounts; 
c. in text-message or encrypted-messaging applications; 
d. in Microsoft Teams, WhatsApp, Signal, Telegram, iMessage, or similar platforms; 
e. in notebooks, diaries, loose papers, folders, printouts, or other hard-copy form; 
f. in deleted-item folders, archived folders, shared drives, backups, document-

management systems, or recoverable storage; 
g. by current or former staff members, advisers, secondees, consultants, or 

contractors where the information was created, received, used, or retained in an 
official capacity. 

 

17. Searches undertaken 
Please provide: 

a. all responsive information located through searches of those systems and 
locations; 

b. the search instructions issued to staff; 
c. the categories of personnel instructed to search; 
d. the names or positions of relevant custodians searched; 
e. the systems, devices, accounts, folders, applications, and physical locations 

searched; 
f. the search terms used; 
g. the date ranges used; 
h. the dates on which searches were performed; 
i. whether current staff were required to confirm completion of their searches; 
j. whether former staff were contacted and asked to search or return relevant 

information; 
k. whether contractors, secondees, consultants, and advisers were asked to search; 

and 
l. whether any relevant information was found outside standard official systems. 
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18. Deleted, missing, or transferred records 
Please provide all records documenting: 

a. deleted records; 
b. lost documents; 
c. missing attachments; 
d. inaccessible accounts; 
e. expired messages; 
f. replaced or wiped devices; 
g. failures to transfer official information into official systems; 
h. known gaps in the record; 
i. disposal or destruction of relevant material; 
j. transfer of material to another agency, Minister, contractor, or organisation; and 
k. any attempt to recover or reconstruct missing information. 

 

19. Personal information 
I am not requesting unrelated personal content. 
 
Where official information is mixed with personal information, the personal information may 
be redacted while the official information is identified, considered, and released in 
accordance with the Act. 
 

20. Records-preservation steps 
Please confirm: 

a. whether a preservation instruction has been issued; 
b. who received that instruction; 
c. which systems and physical records it covers; 
d. whether automatic deletion or message-expiry settings have been suspended 

where reasonably necessary; 
e. whether former staff records have been preserved; and 
f. whether relevant backups and audit trails remain available. 

 

Part E: Records management, OIA compliance, and preservation systems 
 
Please provide all records concerning how relevant official information was created, stored, 
transferred, searched, retained, and preserved. 
 

21. Policies and guidance 
Please provide all policies, instructions, guidance, training material, reminders, notices, 
protocols, and staff communications concerning: 

a. official information held in private or personal email accounts; 
b. use of personal devices for official business; 
c. use of text, encrypted messaging, and instant-messaging applications; 
d. handwritten notes and hard-copy records; 
e. transfer of official information into official systems; 
f. retention and disposal of official records; 
g. preservation of records relevant to litigation, OIA requests, inquiries, or 

parliamentary processes; 
h. searches undertaken in response to OIA requests; 
i. obligations applying to departing staff, advisers, contractors, secondees, and 

consultants; and 
j. recovery of official information held outside standard systems. 

 

22. Internal consideration of non-standard holdings 
Please provide all internal communications and records concerning: 

a. whether relevant information may exist outside official email or document-
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management systems; 
b. whether private accounts or personal devices should be searched; 
c. whether messaging applications should be searched; 
d. whether former staff should be contacted; 
e. whether hard-copy or handwritten records should be located; 
f. whether deleted, archived, backed-up, or recoverable material should be 

searched; and 
g. any decision not to search a particular system, person, device, account, or 

physical location. 
 

23. Steps taken to identify and preserve records 
Please provide all records concerning steps taken to: 

a. identify potentially responsive information; 
b. issue preservation instructions; 
c. suspend routine deletion or destruction where appropriate; 
d. recover official information from private or non-standard systems; 
e. register previously unrecorded material; 
f. preserve document metadata and version histories; 
g. preserve messages subject to automatic deletion; 
h. secure records held by departing or former staff; and 
i. record gaps, losses, failures, or uncertainties in the information holdings. 

 

24. Communications with oversight and legal bodies 
Please provide all communications concerning the subject matter of this request between 
the relevant office or agency and: 

a. Archives New Zealand; 
b. the Chief Archivist; 
c. the Office of the Ombudsman; 
d. Crown Law; 
e. the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet; 
f. the Parliamentary Counsel Office; 
g. the Ministry of Justice; 
h. the Ministry for the Environment; and 
i. any external records-management, forensic, legal, or information-technology 

provider. 
 

25. Audits, inquiries, and remedial action 
Please provide any: 

a. audit; 
b. review; 
c. inquiry; 
d. investigation; 
e. complaint; 
f. recommendation; 
g. compliance plan; 
h. remedial action; 
i. training response; or 
j. records-management improvement measure 

 
concerning official information associated with the Bill, climate-tort policy development, 
private-system use, records preservation, or the adequacy of OIA searches. 
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Part F: Parliamentary timetable and public participation 
 
Please provide all official information concerning the timetable selected for the Climate 
Change Response (Tort Liability) Amendment Bill and the opportunity provided for public 
participation. 
 

26. Select committee timetable 
Please provide: 

a. all advice, communications, and decisions concerning referral of the Bill to the 
Justice Committee; 

b. all advice concerning the length of the public-submission period; 
c. all records explaining why that submission period was selected; 
d. all advice concerning the Justice Committee report-back deadline; 
e. all communications proposing, approving, or discussing an expedited committee 

process; 
f. all assessments of whether the available period allowed meaningful participation 

by the public, Māori, iwi, hapū, affected litigants, experts, and organisations; 
g. all records considering whether the submission period should be extended; and 
h. all records concerning any decision not to provide a longer period. 

 

27. Use of urgency or expedition 
Please provide all communications, advice, and decisions concerning: 

a. whether the Bill should be progressed under urgency; 
b. whether any stage should be expedited; 
c. whether ordinary parliamentary timeframes should be shortened; 
d. the reasons advanced for accelerated progression; 
e. the risks associated with accelerated progression; 
f. the effect of acceleration on consultation, legal analysis, and public participation; 

and 
g. any alternative timetable considered. 

 

28. Anticipated parliamentary dates 
Please provide all records identifying anticipated or proposed dates for: 

a. select committee hearings; 
b. departmental reporting to the committee; 
c. committee deliberation; 
d. committee report back; 
e. second reading; 
f. committee of the whole House; 
g. third reading; 
h. Royal assent; and 
i. commencement. 

 

29. Public-participation assessment 
Please provide all records assessing: 

a. whether the public had enough time to understand the Bill; 
b. whether affected parties had enough time to obtain legal or expert advice; 
c. whether Māori interests were given sufficient time for collective decision-making 

and consultation; 
d. whether the timetable affected the quality or quantity of submissions; 
e. whether the timetable risked excluding people or organisations with limited 

resources; and 
f. whether public confidence or procedural fairness could be affected by the speed 

of the process. 
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30. Communications about public reaction 
Please provide all: 

a. media advice; 
b. communications strategies; 
c. stakeholder maps; 
d. risk assessments; 
e. talking points; 
f. public-response monitoring; 
g. correspondence concerning anticipated criticism; and 
h. advice on managing opposition or concern 

 
relating to the Bill’s timetable, retrospective effect, treatment of tikanga Māori, impact on 
existing proceedings, or external influence on policy. 
 

Format of response and schedule of withheld or unavailable information 

31. Format of release 
Please provide the information electronically and, wherever reasonably practicable, in its 
original or native format. 
In particular: 

a. emails should include full header information and attachments; 
b. message threads should include dates, participants, and sufficient surrounding 

context; 
c. spreadsheets should be supplied as spreadsheets rather than converted to 

images or PDF; 
d. Word-processing documents should remain searchable and editable where 

practicable; 
e. tracked-change documents should retain tracked changes and comments; 
f. presentations should be supplied in their original presentation format; 
g. metadata, audit trails, document histories, and version information should be 

preserved where requested; 
h. scanned documents should be text-searchable; 
i. audio or video records should be supplied in their original digital format where 

practicable; and 
j. unrelated documents should not be combined into a single image-only PDF. 

 

32. Document schedule 
Please provide a schedule of all records identified as responsive, including records: 

• released in full; 

• released in part; 

• withheld in full; 

• transferred; 

• said not to be held; 

• said not to exist or not to be found; 

• treated as outside scope; or 

• awaiting consultation or further review. 
 
For each record, please identify: 

a. date; 
b. author; 
c. recipient or recipients; 
d. title, file name, or general subject; 
e. document type; 
f. whether it is released in full, released in part, or withheld; 
g. the statutory provision relied upon; 
h. whether it was transferred and to whom; 
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i. whether it is said not to be held or not found; and 
j. any document-management or reference number. 

 

33. Withheld information 
For each record withheld in full or in part, please state: 

a. the precise statutory ground relied upon; 
b. how that ground applies to the particular record or passage; 
c. whether partial release was considered; 
d. whether limited redaction, anonymisation, consultation, or delayed release could 

permit disclosure; 
e. whether factual material was separated from advice or opinion; 
f. whether a summary could be provided; 
g. where section 9 is relied upon, the public interests favouring release that were 

identified; 
h. how those public interests were weighed against the withholding interest; and 
i. why the balance was considered to favour withholding. 

 

34. Information said not to be held or found 
Where information is said not to be held, not to exist, or not to be found, please state: 

a. what searches were undertaken; 
b. who performed the searches; 
c. which systems, accounts, devices, applications, archives, backups, and physical 

locations were searched; 
d. the search terms and date ranges used; 
e. whether current and former staff were contacted; 
f. whether contractors, consultants, advisers, or secondees were contacted; 
g. whether the information is known to have existed previously; 
h. whether any record was deleted, lost, disposed of, transferred, or returned; 
i. whether recovery or reconstruction was considered; 
j. whether another Minister, agency, contractor, law firm, or organisation may hold a 

copy; and 
k. whether transfer under section 14 was considered. 

 

35. Information treated as outside scope 
Where any record is treated as outside scope, please identify it in the document schedule 
and explain: 

a. the basis for that conclusion; 
b. whether the record contains any material that falls within scope; 
c. whether partial release was considered; and 
d. whether clarification with me was considered before excluding it. 

 
 

Urgent treatment, progressive release, preservation, 
and acknowledgement 
36. Request for urgent treatment 
I request urgent treatment of this request because: 

a. the Bill is currently before Parliament; 
b. the requested information concerns the origin, development, legal analysis, 

consultation, drafting, and progression of that Bill; 
c. the information may be directly relevant to public submissions, select committee 

consideration, parliamentary debate, and public scrutiny; 
d. release after the principal parliamentary stages may substantially reduce the 

practical value of the information; 
e. some requested information may be held in ephemeral or non-standard systems, 

including messaging applications, private accounts, and personal devices; and 
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f. delay may increase the risk that relevant information is lost through routine 
deletion, automatic expiry, staff departure, device replacement, or ordinary 
records-disposal processes. 

Please make and communicate decisions as soon as reasonably practicable. 
 

37. Progressive release 
Please do not delay all information until every category has been processed. 
 
Please provide progressive decisions and releases as information becomes available. 
The following categories should be prioritised: 

a. final Cabinet papers, Cabinet minutes, and ministerial briefings; 
b. final legal, New Zealand Bill of Rights Act, Te Tiriti, and tikanga Māori analyses; 
c. final drafting instructions and materially different versions of the Bill; 
d. communications with named external organisations; 
e. advice concerning the parliamentary timetable and public-submission period; 
f. search instructions and preservation directions concerning private accounts, 

devices, messaging systems, and hard-copy records. 
 

38. Preservation notice 
Please take reasonable immediate steps to preserve all potentially responsive information 
pending: 

a. completion of this request; 
b. any clarification or transfer process; 
c. any reconsideration of a decision; 
d. any complaint to or investigation by the Ombudsman; and 
e. any other lawful review of the response. 

 
This includes relevant: 

• emails and attachments; 

• private-account official communications; 

• text and encrypted messages; 

• instant messages; 

• metadata; 

• drafts and version histories; 

• deleted-item and archive folders; 

• device backups; 

• shared-drive records; 

• document-management records; 

• handwritten notes; 

• meeting papers; 

• calendars; 

• telephone notes; 

• visitor records; 

• audit trails; and 

• hard-copy documents. 
 
This preservation request does not allege that any record has been unlawfully destroyed. Its 
purpose is to prevent loss through routine processes while the request remains active. 
 

39. Assistance and refinement 
If any part of the request is considered unclear, overly broad, or likely to require substantial 
collation or research, please contact me promptly before refusing it. 
I am willing to discuss: 

a. reasonable search terms; 
b. named custodians; 
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c. date ranges; 
d. staged searches; 
e. priority categories; 
f. progressive release; 
g. document schedules; and 
h. practical processing arrangements. 

 
Any refinement should not automatically exclude official information held outside ordinary 
departmental or ministerial systems. 
 

40. Acknowledgement requested 
Please acknowledge receipt and confirm: 

a. the date and time the request was received; 
b. the office, Minister, or agency responsible for each part; 
c. any transfer made under section 14; 
d. the name or team processing the request; 
e. the reference number allocated; 
f. whether progressive release will be used; 
g. whether the preservation notice has been passed to relevant custodians; 
h. whether searches will include private accounts, personal devices, messaging 

applications, former staff, and hard-copy records; and 
i. the expected date of the first substantive decision or release. 

 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Kauri Quince 
Whangārei, Northland 
Kauriquince@gmail.com 

 

mailto:Kauriquince@gmail.com
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