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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL: 

Introduction 

1. This memorandum responds to the undertaking given by the Crown during 

Hearing Week 5 of the Wider Inquiry phase to provide additional 

information about the landbanking process for four former institutions 

located around Levin. Under the post-hearing directions issued on 31 July 

2026, the Crown was due to file a memorandum addressing these matters 

by 18 August 2026.1 

2. The four former institutions located around Levin were: 

2.1 The Kimberley Hospital/Kimberley Centre, located on Kimberley 

Road. 

2.2 Hokio Boys’ School/Hokio Beach School, located in Hokio. 

2.3 Boys’ Training Farm/School/Kohitere at Weraroa, located on 

CD Farm Road. 

2.4 Horowhenua Hospital, now in part the site of Horowhenua Health 

Centre. 

3. Under the post-hearing directions, the Crown was also due to provide, by 

18 August 2026, an update in response to a separate matter, namely, the 

direction that the Crown provide more information on the experiences of 

Gordon Paki at Lake Alice. On this front, counsel for the Crown has 

corresponded with Mr Bennion and his team today in order to address the 

privacy issues arising. The Crown will provide a further update once counsel 

for the Crown hear back from Mr Bennion.  

4. The Crown apologises for the delay in attending to the foregoing matters. 

The Crown’s delay is due to devoting all of its attention to completing its 

 
1 Memorandum-Directions (No 468) of Chief Judge Dr C L Fox regarding post-hearing 

directions for Hearing Five of the Wider Inquiry phase (Wai 2200, #2.6.326, 31 July 2026).  
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closing submissions for the Ngāti Raukawa and affiliated groups phase. The 

Crown respectfully seeks leave for the late filing of this memorandum.  

5. For completeness, the post-hearing directions also asked the Crown to file 

the Department of Conservation’s (DoC) rotational policy in relation to 

marine mammal strandings referred to during Mr Rudd-O’Sullivan’s 

evidence (#X13) by 18 August 2026. Counsel for the Crown filed a copy of 

the relevant parts of the DoC policy on 31 July 2026.2 

The sites and the MPM and SoS processes 

6. The landbanking process operates under a procedure known as the Māori 

Protection Mechanism (MPM), which was established in 1993. The MPM 

was implemented to ensure the Crown engages with Māori before disposing 

of any surplus Crown property. Its purpose is to balance two aims of 

government: 

6.1 to safeguard the ability of the Crown to settle Treaty of Waitangi 

claims with Crown land, especially land of particular significance to 

claimants; and 

6.2 to allow government to operate efficiently by disposing of surplus 

assets. 

7. Te Tari Whakatau (The Office of Treaty Settlements and Takutai Moana) 

administers the MPM and invites Māori to apply for surplus Crown 

properties to be considered for landbanking. Applications are assessed by an 

Officials Committee against criteria agreed by Cabinet.3 The Officials 

Committee comprises representatives from Te Tari Whakatau, Land 

Information New Zealand (LINZ), and Te Puni Kōkiri (TPK), with other 

agencies attending as relevant to the properties under consideration. 

Recommendations are then made to the Minister for Treaty of Waitangi 

 
2  Wai 2200, #3.2.2036; V5(j). 

3 CAB (93) M 12/15, TOW (97) M 6/4, POL (04) 151, TOW (13) 22.  
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Negotiations and Te Minita Whanaketanga Māori (Minister for Māori 

Development) for decisions. 

8. Properties approved for potential Treaty settlement use are placed into the 

landbank, managed by LINZ, until the relevant settlement or settlements are 

complete. Should the property enter the landbank, properties are not 

landbanked for any specific claim or claimant. Rather, they are held to 

support future Treaty settlement negotiations and settlements within the 

region. 

9. Operating in parallel with the MPM is the Sites of Significance (SoS) process 

run by TPK. This process focuses on identifying and protecting wāhi tapu and 

other sites of historical, spiritual and cultural significance to Māori on surplus 

Crown-owned land. Any Māori can request a property be defined as an SoS; 

they do not have to be a Treaty settlement claimant. While TPK oversees the 

recognition of these values, applications are typically coordinated with 

Te Tari Whakatau and LINZ. 

Kimberley Hospital/Centre 

10. The former Kimberley Hospital/Centre was located on Kimberley Road, at 

Sections 98 & 99 Block V Waiopehu Survey District (now Part Lot 2 DP 

615131).  

11. The Kimberley property received five applications for landbanking and one 

SoS application. The landbanking applications were considered between 

2007 and 2009. TPK finished assessing the SoS application in 2013.  

12. After evaluation by the MPM decision-making Ministers and by TPK, the 

property was not landbanked nor protected as a result of the SoS process. 

The applicants were sent letters advising them on the outcome of their 

applications in 2013. 

13. The property was sold to a private owner on 5 June 2014 and redeveloped 

into a retirement village. 
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Hokio Boys’ School 

14. Hokio Boys’ School was also known as Hokio Beach School. The site of this 

former institution is 1 Kemp Street—the corner of Kemp Street and Old 

Hokio Road. 

15. This land—9,275m2 being Section 2 and Part Section 3-4 Block V Town of 

Hokio—is now Māori-owned freehold land vested in ahu whenua trustees 

pursuant to s 134(7) of Te Ture Whenua Māori Act 1993. It was vested in the 

trustees of the Hokio A Trust by order of the Māori Land Court on 7 March 

1997, upon application by the Chief Executive of LINZ.4 

Weraroa/Kohitere/CD Farm 

16. The Boys’ Training Farm at Weraroa was a government institution for 

children opened in 1905. 

17. Part of the former Boys’ Training Farm is now the land and buildings at 

CD Farm Road, Levin (approximately 56.2721 hectares), comprising 

Section 1 SO 36240, Section 75 SO 18787, Lot 11 DP 9597, and (what is now) 

Part subdivision 12 61 Block I Waiopehu Survey District. This property was 

submitted to the MPM in 2022 by DoC. 

18. As part of the MPM process, the property was publicly advertised in 2022 

and received three applications seeking landbanking and one SoS 

application. 

19. In the same year, the neighbouring property, Part Lot 12 DP 9597, was 

landbanked. This adjacent property was also once part of the former Boys’ 

Training Farm. It was the subject of separate applications to the MPM 

process and was considered separately from the property referred to in [17] 

above. 

20. The property referred to in [17] above remains under consideration in the 

MPM process. Several issues are still being worked through before a decision 

 
4 MLCO B597369.1. 
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can be made on whether the property is suitable for landbanking. These 

issues include: 

20.1 The property is classified as both a Government Purpose Reserve 

and a Local Purpose Reserve under the Reserves Act 1977, which 

DoC is proposing to revoke. The reserve revocation process is not 

yet complete. 

20.2 The buildings on the property are in a significant state of disrepair. 

20.3 Asbestos has been identified in at least five buildings. 

20.4 Two of the buildings on the property (the woolshed and the cultural 

hall) are subject to a heritage covenant. 

21. Te Tari Whakatau continues to work with Heritage New Zealand, DoC, and 

LINZ to address these matters and determine the property’s suitability for 

landbanking. 

Horowhenua Hospital 

22. This property was located on Liverpool Street, Levin and is divided into six 

parcels. Of these: 

22.1 One parcel, Lot 1 DP 569450, was transferred to the Horowhenua 

District Council in 1992, prior to the MPM being established in 1993. 

It is now owned by a private owner.   

22.2 A second parcel, Lot 1 DP 389940, was considered for landbanking 

in 2009. It received three applications for landbanking. It was not 

selected for landbanking and was released from the MPM in 2010. 

The parcel is now in private ownership. 

22.3 Three further parcels, Lots 1, 2, and 3 DP 408900, were considered 

for landbanking in 2011. Te Tari Whakatau received five 

applications to landbank the parcels and one SoS application. TPK 

finished evaluating the SoS application in 2012. The parcels were 
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not landbanked nor protected as a result of the SoS process. The 

applicants were advised of the outcome of the applications in 2013. 

All three are now owned by a private owner. One of the three sites 

is now occupied by the Horowhenua Learning Centre. 

22.4 The sixth and final parcel, Lot 2 DP 389940, is owned by Te Whatu 

Ora (Health New Zealand) and is now occupied by Horowhenua 

Health Centre. 

24 August | Ākuhata 2026 
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