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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL: 

1. In response to the Tribunal’s Memorandum-Directions of 4 September 

2026,1 the Crown: 

1.1 does not object to the documents listed at [4](a)-(o) (inclusive) in 

the Memorandum-Directions being placed on the Wai 3553 

Record of Inquiry (RoI); 

1.2 reserves its position in respect of the document listed at [4](p), 

‘Hansard transcript, ‘2026/27 Estimates for Vote Education and 

2026/27 Estimates for Vote Education Review Office’, Education 

and Workforce Committee, 17 June 2026’ (the Transcript).  

2. The Transcript constitutes a ‘proceeding in Parliament’, as that phrase is 

defined in the Parliament Act 2025 (Parliament Act).2  

3. The Parliament Act prohibits proceedings in Parliament being impeached 

or questioned in proceedings in a court or tribunal. Sections 18 to 22 of the 

Parliament Act identify the permissible and impermissible uses of 

proceedings in Parliament. Under those provisions, whether a court or 

tribunal may receive a proceeding in Parliament into evidence, or comment 

on it, depends on the nature and purpose of the proposed use.3  

4. At this stage, the Crown does not know why the Tribunal considers the 

Transcript relevant to its inquiry, or how it proposes to use or refer to the 

Transcript in its substantive report, and it is not possible for the Crown to 

reach a firm view as to whether placing the Transcript on the RoI would be 

inconsistent with the Parliament Act.  

5. However, to assist the Tribunal, the Crown notes that if the Tribunal 

intends to place the Transcript on the RoI for the purpose of drawing, or 

 
1  Wai 3553, #2.7.5. 

2  Parliament Act 2025, s 13, in particular the definition in s 13(2)(a) (noting the matters listed in s 13(2) do 
not limit the definition in s 13(1)).  

3  Staples v Freeman [2022] NZHC 2972, [2023] 2 NZLR 573 at [82]. Proceedings in Parliament may be 
referred to for the purpose of ascertaining the meaning of legislation (per s 20 of the Parliament Act) or 
for the purpose of establishing historical events or other facts (per s 21 of the Parliament Act).  
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inviting the drawing of any inferences or conclusions wholly or partly from 

it, or for any of the other purposes listed in s 18 of the Parliament Act, then, 

in the Crown’s submission, that is prohibited by the Parliament Act, and 

the Crown would object to its placement on the RoI accordingly. 
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