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SITE VISIT COMMENCES ON TUESDAY 16 SEPTEMBER 2025 

IWI TE WHAU: (MIHI) 
Ko au tētahi o ngā kaiwhakahaere o te Taratī o Tauhara North No. 2 Trust.  Kia ora 

everyone.  My name is Iwi Te Whau.  I am the Pou Tikanga for Tauhara North No. 2 

Trust.  Been there for 14 years, and so it’s an honour and a privilege to be hosting you 5 

on our whenua today.  Next up, Moe has collated a few videos for us to watch.  The 

first one is in regards to Ngāti Tahu – Ngāti Whāoa.  Yes, let’s run it now.  Tēnā tātou. 

VIDEO PLAYS 

IWI TE WHAU:  
Where did some of this content come from? 10 

ROGER PIKIA: (VIDEO, LANDMARKS) 
Kia ora everyone.  I guess the purpose of the video that we were hoping to share with 

everyone on the bus was simply to help geographically – is to help those who haven’t 

visited these areas before to geographically locate us and locate those sites that we’re 

going to be visiting. 15 

So, currently on State Highway 1 and heading to our western most landmark.  We will 

not be able to get down to Pōhaturoa unfortunately because we will be turning off on 

to Tutukau Road prior to getting to there, and then heading back towards Waiotapu.   

20 

It’s interesting that State Highway 1 is constructed where it is because pre-European 

times this was actually the main thoroughfare or the main pathway from the Waikato 

through to Taupō, and you will see when we get to Orakei Korako and Tutukau why I 

guess our ancestors chose to live there undisturbed and because of the natural 

features that were there made it difficult to navigate your way into where that 25 
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settlement actually is.  And so, often if there were ever war parties they often walked 

straight past that area.  And so, to some extent it was difficult to get into there and 

penetrate, so that’s the reason why I guess that Ngāti Tahu were able to avoid warfare 

for a very, very long time, until they were discovered by a party that found their way 

into the area. 5 

 

And so, this State Highway 1 is actually that main pathway for those Waikato tribes 

that would make their way down to this area.  And mostly it was the people of the 

Raukawa tribe that would come back and forth from the Waikato down to here.   

VIDEO PLAYS 10 

IWI TE WHAU:  
We are going to hop off the bus from here and we’re just going to make our way over 

to the grass area where that big rock thingy sculpture is.  We’re all going to gather 

there and Roger and the whānau will be giving us a kōrero.  Ka pai?  The tourists are 

still operating over that side so we’ll just stay on the grass, okay?  Ka pai, ngā mihi. 15 

ROGER PIKIA:  (TUTUKAU EAST Z TRUST, ORAKI KORAKO LANDS LTD) 
Created or established a subsidiary company which is wholly owned by the Tutukau 

East Z Trust and that’s known as the Orakei Korako Lands Limited, and Orakei Korako 

Land Limited administers these lands here, both sides of the river, and that formulates 

the lease to the tourism operator that’s here, the Gibson family, and they’re lovely 20 

people.   

IWI TE WHAU: (CALLS NEXT SPEAKER) 
Ka pai, thank you for that.  And talking about Tutukau East Z Trust, we’ve got Uncle 

Cedric here who is going to be giving us a little bit of kōrero.  As we make our way to 

our next destination we’ve also got Marty Charteris on here talking about Paeroa 25 

South, and then we’ve got Ngāti Tahu – Ngāti Whāoa Rūnanga Trust, General 

Manager Evelyn Forest.  So we’ve got a few guest speakers on the bus today that’s 

going to give us a kōrero on to our next destination which is Waiotapu. 
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First up, I’d like to introduce you to Cedric Forrest from Tutukau East Z Trust.  Tēnā 

koe.   

CEDRIC FORREST: (TUTUKAU EAST Z TRUST) 
Kia ora koutou.  He hōnore, he korōria ki te Atua, he maungārongo ki te mata o te 

whenua, he whakaaro pai ki ngā tāngata katoa.  Tihei mauri ora.  Ko te mihi tuatahi ki 5 

te Atua, te tīmatanga me te whakamutunga o ngā mea katoa.  Ko te mihi tuarua, te 

waka e tū nei me te papa e takoto nei, tēnā kōrua.  Ko te mihi tuatoru, ki te rangatira 

o te manuhiri, ko te tangata o te manuhiri, ko te tangata o te tēpu, nau mai, haere mai, 

haere mai.  Nau mai haere mai ki te tangata o te whenua.  Ko Tūtewanawana ahau.  

Me whakapākehā i te reo ināianei.   10 

 

I would just like to translate what I said in Māori as best I can to English so I can 

understand what I said.  My first greetings is to God, the beginning and ending of all 

things.  My second greeting was to our bus that we’re riding on today and the whenua 

that we’re driving on today.  My third greeting was to our Judge and all the people from 15 

our Tribunal, our manuhiri who are with us here today.  The last one is to all our people 

who are on here from Ngāti Tahu – Ngāti Whāoa.   

 

Now, Roger gave a bit of a kōrero about our Tutukau East Z Trust.  Before we came 

on the Tutukau East Z Trust, Roger was our chairman, Roger Pikia, Ricky Mita is 20 

another one of our trustees, and myself.  There’s only the three of us.  And when we 

took the Tutukau East Z Trust over it was just a sheep farm.  Whilst we were here we 

decided that we needed a – the sheep were up and down, too much up and down and 

it wasn’t very profitable, so we put on a dairy shed.  So we’ve got 600 dairy cows as 

Roger mentioned.  It’s on our left-hand side here as we’re going out.  And our sheep 25 

farm, we have, as Roger said, we’ve got a romdale sheep and we’ve got prime angus 

beef, and that’s what we run on our beef farm.  And we’ve also got a bit of forestry.  

 

So all together we’ve got about two and a half thousand hectares, so in total we’ve got 

5,000 acres and that’s on both sides of the road here as we’re leaving.  So that’s the 30 

Tutukau East Z Trust.   
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That’s all the kōrero.  So that’s basically just a snapshot of who the Tutukau East Z 

Trust is.  There’s our cowshed up here.  I don’t know if Roger wanted to put a bit more 

kōrero to that or we cut it off there, but that’s just a snapshot of the Tutukau East Z 

Trust.   

 5 

And of course, myself, I’m the chairman of another trust which is just about straight 

across the road from here, it’s Tatua East 27.  But that land we have just leased out.  

It’s actually landlocked.  There’s no access to get to it.  There’s farms around it and 

there’s no access, so we’re landlocked, so we just lease it to a guy called Wally 

Niederer and we get a good return on that.  So, yes, kia ora koutou.  Thanks for coming 10 

today and it’s been really enjoyable.  It’s even an eye opener for ourselves.  We just 

drift along and then we hear some kōrero that sparks us up again, and it’s beautiful to 

see everyone here.  But this is, I always say a picture is a thousand words, so where 

we’re going today is the kōrero that we’ve been talking for the last two days, we’re just 

going to see it with our own eyes and, yes, kia ora. 15 

IWI TE WHAU: (MIHI) 
Tēnā koe mō tērā, Cedric.  Ināianei kei te tuku te kōrero rākau ki a Marty Charteris.  

So, Marty Charteris will be talking about Paeroa South.  Tēnā koe.  Cross the river 

first, yes, of course.   

 20 

I actually did a hoe waka session all the way down this river.  Never again.  But what 

a beautiful view when you’re on a boat because you can actually see some of the 

holes that are inside and the caves that are located.   

 

So over here on the right-hand side is the Ngatamariki Reserve.   25 

MARTY CHARTERIS: (PAEROA SOUTH B2B1 TRUST) 
My name is Marty Charteris and I whakapapa to this whenua through my 

great-grandmother Whata Henare, like a lot of us on the bus. 

 

So I’m on the Paeroa South Trust, Paeroa South B2B1 Trust, along with 30 

Andrew Kusabs, Kataraina Hodge, Graham Hayde and Selwyn Skudder.  There’s five 

of us on the Trust.  And we’ve been making a few changes along the way.   
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We’ve been successful enough to purchase another couple of neighbours over the 

years, and I’ll show you those as we get up the road a bit more.  But more importantly, 

a lot of this land here, the Te Wairoa blocks, it was all ballot farms after the war.   

 5 

So all this country you can see going up to the pines, that was part of Te Wairoa 

blocks, and we’ve managed to buy a couple of those farms back which neighbour 

Paeroa South.  And actually Paeroa South was administered by the Māori Affairs back 

in the 50s-60s, and it was given back to the owners in about sort of the mid-70s I’d 

say.   10 

 

And then as a sheep unit there was about 500 hectares, just under 500 hectares.  But 

sheep, they found it was – sheep were a bit hard on this sort of country because they 

just said it’s quite a light soil, a lot of pumice, so they decided to – it was one of the 

first dairy conversions to happen in the Reporoa district from sheep to dairy, Paeroa 15 

South, in 1979 I think it happened.  And then from then on it just, it started to sort of 

change, the soil structure, the pasture was better and yes, so we decided to move 

forward. 

 

So initially they had a 50/50 sharemilker on it, milking about 600 cows on a platform 20 

of about 350 hectares.  And then as you’ll see when we get down a bit more, we had 

120 hectares of forestry planted on the river.   

 

So, our land starts here, our whenua now starts here.  These are some of the farm or 

a couple of – one of the farms we bought in the last sort of 15 years.  We’ve been 25 

through a lot of hard times as you’ll know with dairying.  Dairying has dropped down 

to about $4 a milk solid.  We’re doing roughly, at the moment, we’re doing about 

400,000 milk solids.  We’re milking 1,100 cows on Paeroa South now.  It’s 900 

hectares.  We’ve got 350 hectares of carbon and production forest, which is about 

ready to be harvested some of it, about 120 hectares down on the river as we go past.   30 

 

So that’s one of our sheds there.  We’ve just employed a new sharemilker.  As I said 

before we’ve gone away from 50/50 sharemilkers.  We own all the cows now and a lot 

of the infrastructure.  We’ve got a variable order milkers on, so they’re sort of getting 
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23% instead of 50%, so that enables us to have a bigger share of the milk in the 

bucket. 
 
As I said before we’re ready to start logging, and as you come up on the right here, 

our forest, you’ll see it down on the river, it’s 26 years old, so we’re going to be hooking 5 

into that sometime soon or in the very, very near future.  We’re just watching that 

market, the log market sort of dancing around a bit.  So once that starts to sort of lift 

we’ll be operating into it.   

 

So this is, yes, we’re still on Paeroa South No.2 farm on our left, and just coming up 10 

on our right is our boundary for Paeroa South No. 1 farm.  So this is part of the old – 

part of Paeroa South.  The 500 hectares we initially started with.  And that sort of goes 

around.  Some of that land, those bigger trees up there aren’t ours, so the pasture is 

not ours, but where there’s a big horseshoe that goes right around the back of those 

trees, that’s all Paeroa South. 15 

 

I’ll just get you to keep an eye out on your right-hand side and have a look at this house 

around the corner here.  This is where the Skudder whānau were brought up.  There 

was 12 of the little buggers and they like chucking stones, so we’ll just check to make 

sure there’s no broken windows on this house.  But in the last sort of two months, 20 

whānau, we’ve spent about $200,000 on Healthy Homes.  We’re right into looking after 

our employees.  So, we’ve gone through and double glazed all the houses.  There’s 

about seven houses here on the whenua.  So we strongly believe in looking after the 

people that work for us, and in return we’re getting a really good performance from out 

of our funds. 25 

 

As I say, yes, we’ve gone from sort of 150,000 milk solids to 400,000, at $10 a payout, 

so you can do the maths on that one.   

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: (16:16:50) 
Your shout. 30 

MARTY CHARTERIS: (CONTINUES) 
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So we’ve got down the pass here.  So all that country comes through here.  It wonders 

away up, and you’ll see the shed on your left.  Here’s our production forest that we’re 

coming into now.  So that goes down onto our whenua.  We’ve got our hot pool down 

there and our Waiotapu.  We’re working close with Felicity and Evelyn from the 

Rūnanga, so they’ll be having a big say in what happens and what gets left behind 5 

when we log. 

 

The sharemilker we have here is a local fella, or the main sharemilker, Rob and Megan 

Hammond.  They’ve been with us for probably five or six years now I suppose and 

they’ve really performed to a high level.  So we’re really pleased with our performance.   10 

 

And us as trustees have quite a bit of say on the running of the farms now.  We’ve just 

employed Graham Hayde who is a trustee, and he sort of works closely with the 

sharemilkers on what’s going on in the farm and looking after our houses.  We spent 

a lot of money on housing and we want to make sure that it’s being looked after.  So 15 

he’s – I think today he told me that they’re going through the houses to have a look at 

the, you know, who is looking after them and who is not looking after them.  

Sharemilkers have got a nasty habit of leaving pig dogs tied to the door when they go 

to town and that sort of stuff and it can deteriorate pretty quickly if you don’t keep on 

it.  But we’re pretty happy with what’s going on here.   20 

 

So yes, so in closing we’re trying to do our little bit a hectare at a time and securing 

more land for our iwi.  So, our debt servicing is sort of – we’ve got right on top of that 

now.  We’ve been able to pay back a large amount of that in the last few years.  I think 

we’re down to about a million bucks now and we’re out the door.  So we’re looking to 25 

purchase again. 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  
About time to buy another whare. 

MARTY CHARTERIS: (CONTINUES) 
Yes, absolutely.  And to our iwi, we’re giving back.  It’s one of the proudest things that 30 

we’ve done here is in the last few years we’ve been able to pay a dividend to our 

shareholders, our owners, and also to our marae.  So it’s been a good journey for us.  
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It’s been some hard times but we’ve certainly, we’re coming out the other side now 

and it’s looking good.  Okay.  Other than that, thank you very much.  Ka kite.   

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  
Once you get on that dividend treadmill it’s been hard to get off.   

MARTY CHARTERIS: 5 

Tell me about it. 

IWI TE WHAU: (MIHI) 
Tēnā koe, Uncle.  You were thinking you were going to be too shy to speak.  You did 

well.  Paki up for Uncle.  Ngā mihi rawa atu.   

 10 

We are coming to the end of this road very shortly I think.  From the Rūnanga Trust 

we’ve got Aunty Evelyn – is she on here? – who is our last kaikōrero for this trip.  Tēnā 

koe, Aunt.   

EVELYN FORREST: (RŪNANGA TRUST) 
Kia ora anō tātou.  Yes, just with some of the projects that we have worked on 15 

throughout our rohe, back at Orakei Korako after getting one of the management plans 

done we used that as a basis to form a lot of our projects and to apply for funding.  

And some of the mahi, I don’t know if anyone noticed but there was a lot of dead pine 

trees around and that’s the wilding, that was the first project that we embarked on 

especially as a collective.  When we received Red Hills back as part of our settlement 20 

it was in a terrible state, it was nearly overrun with wilding pines.  And we were actually 

at a hui and somebody from WRC, Kevin Lowe, got up and told DoC, we were at a 

collective hui, it was a council hui, and he got up and told DoC that they should have 

been ashamed to be giving back land in that sort of a state.   

 25 

And so, we get quite a lot of support in our wilding pine campaign.  We’ve spoken at 

a couple of wilding pine conferences.  Jordan, our project lead, he’ll head down to 

Twizel next month and head to the Wilding Pine Conference down there.   
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We have also part of the Tutukau block projects, the Tutukau Forest, we’ve caged 

about 60 – we have about 60 cages in there protecting the dactylanthus that’s in the 

Tutukau Forest.  We put our echo boxes to see if we still had the native bat.  And one 

of our old pā sites was called Piripekapeka which one could assume was named after 

the native bats that were there.  They have an association with the dactylanthus.  So 5 

we’ve done a lot of monitoring. 

 

We passed Ngatamariki Reserve.  That’s one of the projects as well that we’re working 

on with DoC.  We initiated the Ngatamariki Reserve Management Plan because 

there’s an old pā site there as well or across the river.  And the association there is 10 

they grew their māra kai, our people grew their māra kai close to the geothermal there.   

 

We have treated around 5,000 hectares of wilding pine, and not only on our lands but 

also on DoC estate and LINZ land.  We do this because we just add value.  You know, 

we can’t stop somewhere and say we can’t go over there, that’s not our land.  So we 15 

do that.  We make sure that wherever we can extend our mahi we extend that mahi.  

And LINZ are notoriously known for not treating any of their land.  There’s a lot of 

erosion, bank erosion and sedimentation that comes from their land.  But in order to 

treat the wilding pines on the LINZ land we first had to apply for a lease to go on to 

their land to do their mitigation work or to do their wilding pine work.   20 

 

No, it wasn’t a permit.  You actually have to lease it for a short amount of time.  I think 

we leased it for two years.  And it’s quite a process.   

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: (16:15:22) 
Should’ve sent them an invoice for the cleaning of the… 25 

EVELYN FORREST: (CONTINUES) 
We didn’t even get a thank you, you know.  So, that’s just sort of the things, the barriers 

that we, or challenges, that we are faced with.  But that’s okay because it’s not about 

them and it’s not really about us, it’s about te taiao.  So, you know, that’s what we’ve 

got to remember is that actually we’re not doing it for the glory but just to try and bring 30 

a little bit of management back onto our whenua.   
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So we’ve got a number of – we passed also on Paeroa South is the Whangairorohea 

field.  We’re heading into the Reporoa geothermal field.  As we come down we’re 

getting closer to Mataarae Marae, the Mangahouanga stream is there, and we’ve done 

a lot of mahi there as well.  And a lot of mahinga kai mahi.   

 5 

Actually, one of the things that we do with Fonterra, because we’ll see the Fonterra 

factory as well, is we do a lot of – use our mātauranga Māori as measuring the health 

and the wellbeing of our waterways.   

 

So what we’ve been able to develop with NIWA, for a NIWA project we developed a 10 

Waiora app.  So, it’s a phone app that we’re able to put in some information about the 

waterways that we happen to be monitoring, and it goes up to the Cloud and then we 

can just keep gathering that information. 

 

When Fonterra do their AEE, their assessment of the environment to see if they’re 15 

impacting our waterways, especially the Mangahouanga stream, Jordan and his crew 

every two years they’ll go in, set the hīnaki, they’ll make up some tau kōura, put them 

in the waters and leave them in there for about a month or something.  They’ll set the 

hīnaki, see what the tuna life is like.  And then they’ll measure, they’ll get the tau kōura 

out and then they’ll measure.   20 

 

So to our right is the Mangahouanga stream, Mataarae Marae, and the boys are down 

there doing some mahi as we speak.  The white ute is the Rūnanga’s ute.   

 

And to the left is the Paeroa Ranges, and where you see the aerial, that’s one of the 25 

parcels of land that came back to our iwi during the settlement.   

 

And also, Te Kopia block will be just – I mean the Te Kopia field will just be on the 

other side of the Paeroas.   

ROGER PIKIA: (REPOROA) 30 

So we’re at the Reporoa field now.  So we’re driving through the middle of the Reporoa 

Geothermal Field right now, and one of the geothermal wells is just probably about 

500 metres in that general direction there.   
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So there are a number of surface features scattered this area here, mostly to our right.  

On our left is another one of our blocks, the (inaudible 16:19:11 - Whāoa) block here 

on our left.  It’s a large dairy farm as well.  They’re milking over a thousand cows.   

 5 

And to our right is what we refer to as Otaketake.  So that has a number of geothermal 

surface features there and bathing pools et cetera, and then also cooking holes.   

 

You’ll see that directly in front of us slightly out to my left is Kakaramea and to the 

southern, at the southern foot of Kakaramea is the Waiotapu, where we’re going, 10 

Waiotapu which is part of the Waiotapu Field.   

EVELYN FORREST: (CONTINUES) 
Just before we head down to Waiotapu, this is where we formed the owners collective 

and the Rūnanga applied for funding to do a lot of wilding pine work and exotic weed 

control.  So we’re surrounded by, as you can see, the Kaingaroa Forest, and wilding 15 

pine is a huge issue for us.  And what the wilding pine do is when they topple over 

they outcompete our native species, and if they topple over they take a lot of soil with 

them as well and they can destroy a natural feature, wāhi tapu sites.  So we have, yes, 

ensure that we continue.  It’s ongoing.  The maintenance for wilding pine is absolutely 

ongoing, especially with the cones and how long they can live in the ground for.   20 

 

So we’re into our second five-year project around Waiotapu in maintenance.  We 

control wilding pine and exotic.  With the warm soils and what have you, it’s a, yes, the 

wilding pine just… they flourish.  They can grow anywhere.  The kanuka, the prostrate 

kanuka which is a native species that grows in the geothermal.  That takes quite a long 25 

time to grow, very slow growing because of the harsh environment.   

 

So what we worked on with DoC was we could see that there was a lot of foot traffic 

going into the pools down here, it’s Twin Streams, we’ll go past it, and we could see 

that there was a lot of foot traffic and they were walking over the roots of the prostrate 30 

kanuka.  So we decided that we would direct the foot traffic so that everyone was just 

sticking to a track and using the steps to get into the pools.  So we put up some really 
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nice wooden fencing, made it look really good, and we did that to protect the prostrate 

kanuka.   

 

Not long after that somebody took to it with a chainsaw, they cut down about three of 

the prostrate kanuka that were probably about a good 30 years old and they weren’t 5 

really that big.  They took to the bridge with the chainsaw and to the wooden fence 

there as well.  It was on the news.  We were really, we were so devastated with the 

act of vandalism.  But that’s the sense of entitlement and ownership that sometimes 

the public have.  So sometimes when – not sometimes, but when we receive lands 

and places back from the Crown they also come with a share of issues as well, and 10 

it’s normally around the public access or unlimited public access that people have.  So, 

hot and cold can be quite notorious for drinking and a number of things down there.   

 

Right, yes, and then we had the tourist bus that stopped.  No matter how many times 

you have, like, “no fires”, “no smoking”, we had somebody from the tourist bus, it 15 

stopped, and then somebody flicked out their cigarette and caused quite a lot of 

damage, quite a big fire.  It was only the sprinkler system, the grey watering system 

that we spoke about, the filed, the grey field, that actually stopped the fire from getting 

to the house at Waiotapu.   

 20 

So our environmental projects, they stretch right through from here, right back through 

Ohaki, right through again up through Te Toke, a number of planting projects.  We’ve 

planted over 102,000 native plants over the last 15 years.  Treated around 5,000 

hectares of wilding pine and continue to do so right up through to Ngā Awa Pūrua.   

ROGER PIKIA: (WAIOTAPU) 25 

Now, this is one of the oldest watering holes in the district, the Waiotapu Tavern.  It 

used to be where the old coach back in the days when they had horse and cart they 

would bring tourists out to here.  This is where they would stop off to water the horses 

I guess. 

 30 

So, this is free to the public to come and view.  On our left here and behind the fencing 

we also have a kōhatu, similar to what you saw at Orakei Korako, just not as large, 
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and so provides a little bit of history about this particular area.  And so, it’s the largest 

remaining mud pool in this district in any case.   

 

We’re going to keep moving though just in the interest of time, and when we get down 

to the tourism centre there is a toilet block there for anyone that may need to use the 5 

ablutions.   

IWI TE WHAU:  
All right, whānau.  What we’re going to do before we depart off this bus, we’re going 

to remain on the bus until the Health and Safety crew come on and give us a briefing, 

from Waiotapu.  Then we’re going to make our way into the cafeteria part and then go 10 

on to our hīkoi.  Those of you that are needing some assistance, please see Aunty 

Evelyn or Felicity.  Felicity and Jordan.  And if you want to be kore like me and just sit 

down, come to me and we’ll sit in the café and have a pahupahu.  I told you I was 

getting koroua haere. 

 15 

Anyway, so this is our destination where our speakers for today are going to be 

hopping on to the next bus and then we’re going to get some new guest speakers.  So 

can we please have a pakipaki for Cedric Forrest, Marty Charteris, Evelyn Forrest, 

Roger Pikia, Joe Te Huia and Wikitoria Hepi-Te Huia and Ma Te Huia.  Tēnā koutou 

e aku rau rangatira mā. 20 

ROGER PIKIA: (WAIOTAPU GEOTHERMAL POINTS) 
So, on both sides of the road is part of the Waiotapu Reserve which was returned to 

us as part of the Treaty Settlement, and the road that we’re coming up to here on the 

left takes you down to the geyser that you would have seen in one of the images, 

known as or referred to as Lady Knox Geyser, and is artificially set off at 11.00 o’clock 25 

each day.   

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: (16:13:55) 
Plus nine I think, every morning.  10.00 o’clock. 

ROGER PIKIA: (CONTINUES) 
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But that isn’t free for viewing to public.  You actually have to go and purchase a ticket 

from the ticket office.  So, the size of the reserve is 127 hectares.   

EVELYN FORREST: 
A lot of those dead trees, that’s the wilding pine project.  Exotic trees.   

UNSPECIFIED SPEAKER TO ROGER PIKIA: 5 

Q. How is your artificial set up of the geyser? 

A. You use soap suds.  They learnt it because – Waiotapu was originally used as 

a penal colony for prisoners, and they learnt of the geyser just by washing their 

clothes.  And so, apparently the soap powder sets it off.  And so, they 

constructed a mound over it and then set it off each day for the tourists that come 10 

along.   

ROGER PIKIA: (PUBLIC ROAD, SWIMMING HOLES) 
(audio begins 16:11:20)… by the Rotorua Lakes Council, and they actually offered the 

road to us, and we did consider it because we wanted to determine whether or not we 

need to lock the road at night to limit any vandalism to the area.  But we decided 15 

against taking up their offer of the road because what comes with it also is liability, and 

so that’s the reason why we politely turned down the offer to inherit or to receive the 

road from the Council.   

 

So where we’re heading to now is just the top lookout.  This is actually a safety exit as 20 

well should there be an accident.  But this is a very popular swimming hole and it’s 

become more and more popular since it was advertised on Trip Advisor, so we get 

more and more people driving out here, mostly from Rotorua, from the city, come out 

here to enjoy not only this pool here but immediately below Kakaramea is also what is 

called Kerosene Creek, and that also is a warm water stream with a waterfall, so that’s 25 

a very popular spot as well. 

EVELYN FORREST: (FUNDING) 
It just depends on health and safety as well, whether or not, you know, when they start 

to break down, whether or not they’re going to breakdown on top of the people, so 
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yes, we have to get in there and do some more work, but we’ve just got the second lot 

of funding to be able to do that.   

ROGER PIKIA: (WILDING PINE, DOC, TIMBERLANDS) 
The previous species to the park had a very innovative and efficient marketing strategy 

to market Waiotapu as an attraction.  What they did is they took a canvassed 5 

photograph of the Champagne Pool and gifted one to every hotel in Rotorua, so long 

as they displayed it at the reception.  And so, that there was the entirety of their 

marketing strategy, and it worked.  And how do we know it worked?  Because they 

receive 250,000 visitors a year.  (inaudible 16:12:36) and independent travelers.   

EVELYN FORREST: (WHANGIOTERANGI) 10 

I think you can see just in front of us Echo Lake or Whangioterangi.   

ROGER PIKIA: (WAIKITE FIELD) 
That hill there is the Waikite Field.   

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: (16:11:38) 
You just have to keep cutting them back.  You have to keep spraying the (inaudible 15 

16:11:48), but sometimes you can just go and hand pull them.  It’s getting them at a 

certain time when they’re actually quite easy to manage.  The bigger they get obviously 

the harder they are to eradicate.   

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: (16:12:01) 
And do you get monetary contribution to doing that? 20 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: (16:12:05) 
Well we applied for funding.  We try and have a look for funding.   

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: (16:12:09) 
Is that more difficult now? 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: (16:12:11) 25 

It really depends on the Government because a lot of their wilding pine money when, 

you know, it gets cut back. 
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EVELYN FORREST: (WILDING CONIFER) 
And so, the wilding conifer, they actually lean on us a lot to push for it to come up to 

the North Island because of the amount of eradication work we’ve done.  So we’re 

very fortunate that the Waikato River Authority through the river settlement we’re able 

to apply for funding, so we apply for funding through as many means as we can.  And 5 

they’re really good because, you know, you can apply for five years funding.  And a 

lot of this work will be aerial.  Those there, we have to get down – we have to drill and 

fill, but it’s rope work. 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: (16:12:11) 
Right yes.  It’s important work because it’s such a fire hazard. 10 

EVELYN FORREST: (WHANGIOTERANGI) 
There you go.  Don’t miss that view.  Just come in over here.  That’s Whangioterangi 

or Echo Lake, and that’s some of the wilding pine work.  And so, that’s why we joined 

with Timberlands.  So, that’s the Timberlands estate, and then of course with DoC, so 

the landowner collective we called it.  And the second round, the Waiotapu Thermal 15 

Wonderland, they’ve come in as well and assisting us with a lot of wilding pine work 

or weed ratification.  And then we’ve got the pest trapping as well. 

ROGER PIKIA: (PINE HARVESTING) 
So it has evolved over time.  So they used to harvest the pine at around age 70, and 

through Forest Research Institute they've been able to reduce that growth span down 20 

to 30 years.  Yes, so just through breeding.   

JUDGE ISAAC: 
Yes, at home it’s about 25-26 years.   

ROGER PIKIA: (CNI SETTLEMENT, MANA WHENUA, CFL) 
So as part of the CNI Settlement we held – there were mana whenua discussions 25 

amongst the iwi that made a part of the CNI estate, the CNI settlement, and so Ngāti 

Tahu – Ngāti Whāoa’s mana whenua was recognised in what’s known as the Reporoa 

CFL or the Reporoa Crown Forest Licence lands.  And so, for all various reasons, so 

from here, this is known as the Reporoa CFL or the Waiotapu Forest, and then as we 
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head back down towards Wairākei you’ll see all of the Kaingaroa estate on the left.  

And so, from the Reporoa CFL we then move past the Waimaroke CFL, and then lastly 

there’s the Pukuriri CFL.  So, the Pukuriri CFL goes all the way down to the 

Napier-Taupō Highway.  And so, those three CFLs, they all run down to the Rangitaiki 

river.  So in total it makes up around about 60,000 hectares.   5 

DR GRANT PHILLIPSON TO ROGER PIKIA: 
Q. Did you get part of it back?  Part of any of the CFLs with the Treelords deal? 

A. Yes.  So, that Treelods deal which is what I was talking about, the estate in its 

entirety is 187,000 hectares.  So that makes up the CNI estate, which came back 

to eight iwi in total, nine iwi in title, which is the CNI Iwi Collective, but as part of 10 

that settlement process there is a mana whenua process that has to be 

undertaken for final allocation out to whomever holds mana whenua which will 

happen in 2044. 

Q. Right.  That seems a long way away for me.   

A. Yes, 2044.  The income stream took place immediately upon settlement.  So, 15 

those Crown Forest Rentals that were held by CFRT, that all came back as part 

of the settlement as well, and I think it was about 270-odd million.   

RON CROSBY TO ROGER PIKIA: 
Q. (inaudible 16:14:37) resolve in distribution of that? 

A. Yes.  It’s distributed out to the iwi that make up the CNI Collective.   20 

Q. Right. 

EVELYN FORREST: (OHAKI POWER STATIONG, TAUHARA) 
Did you point out down through there, Roger, and down through the valley?  Just how 

you can see right through, where the chimney is is Ohaki Power Station.  And you 

can’t see, but on a clear day you can see Tauhara, Tauhara Maunga, yes on a good 25 

day, and the plateau, what we call the plateau.   

ROGER PIKIA: (TONGARIRO, RUAPEHU) 
Can you see Tongariro and Ruapehu from here?  You can, yes.   

EVELYN FORREST: 
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Just for time efficiencies we probably will move.  Is that all right? 

ROGER PIKIA: 
Might want to pick up that lighter because I don’t think you’re allowed to smoke here.   

DR GRANT PHILLIPSON TO ROGER PIKIA: 
Q. (audio begins 16:11:27)… the pool and how that’s given the name of the area? 5 

A. Okay.  So the name, although it’s referred to as Champaigne Pool, it’s actually 

– its actual name is Waiotapu.  So, the area takes its name from the pool. 

Q. Thank you, that’s really important.   

A. Yes, not the other way around.  The pool doesn’t take its name from the area.   

DR ROBYN ANDERSON TO ROGER PIKIA: 10 

Q. So what temperature does it get to? 

A. I think it only gets up to about 70-odd. 

Q. Right, 70.   

A. Yes. 

ROGER PIKIA: (KERMADEC TRENCH) 15 

Certainly in the Southern Hemisphere where you get that colouration and it’s here, 

and apparently at the bottom at the Kermadec Trench.   

DR GRANT PHILLIPSON: 
(inaudible 16:11:38) Kermadec Trench. 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: (16:11:42) 20 

Do you know how deep it is? 

ROGER PIKIA: 
Don’t know.   

DR GRANT PHILLIPSON TO ROGER PIKIA:  
Q. (inaudible 16:11:29)… Did this have any customary uses? Was there any rituals, 25 

or the water is just too hot? 



19 
 

A. Yes, well, look I am sure there was.  I don’t know that part of the history in terms 

of its use.  Because there are a number of pools obviously and so they would 

have used other pools.  Because of the high PH levels there’s little that you can 

actually do.   

Q. Yes.  Thank you.   5 

AFTERNOON TEA BREAK 

IWI TE WHAU: (MIHI) 
…Concluded with our CE Mana Newton and trustee Nahi Bidois at the power station.  

Ka pai?  Ngā mihi.  Yes, David is here.   

(16:11) IWI TE WHAU: (SPEAKING TO HOT AND COLD POOLS) 10 

… Was talking about where this is open to the public, but there has been a few 

vandalisms and stuff happening along here.  So, this is between Hot and Cold.  And 

as you can see, it’s not such a secret spot anymore.  But this is some of the stuff that 

we have to go through in regards to having mana motuhake around our area.   

IWI TE WHAU: (INTRODUCTION, MARKERS) 15 

We’ve got Fonterra that’s on the right, and then I’ll be handing the mic over to Uncle 

Rima Herbert who will be talking about Mataarae Marae.  Adjacent from that is the 

world famous Bakehouse who have the best iced chocolates in the world.  Heoi anō – 

ae rā, āe rā, you know, food is all part of soul.  Anyway, get back to the story.  Anyway, 

whānau, we are heading past one of our first marae to Ngāti Tahu – Ngāti Whāoa, and 20 

I would like to hand the mic over now to the chair of Mataarae Marae, Uncle Rima 

Herbert. 

RIMA HERBERT: (MATAARAE MARAE) 
Kia ora whānau.  So this marae is, like Iwi said, is Mataarae Marae.  So I’ve been 

involved here for the last 50-odd years.  I came here as a 21 strapping young fella and 25 

met my lovely wife here.  So, the marae has always been here for the whānau, always 

been here for tangihanga, anything you can think of this marae was used for.  In fact, 

I would say 80% of the time that the whānau around here needed somewhere to go 
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they would head for this marae.  Why?  Because you had the local pubs just around 

the corner.  And we used to cater for them. 

 

But in recent times, the marae’s been slightly run down.  And with the help of Ngāti 

Tahu – Ngāti Whāoa and Tauhara Trust we are able to rejuvenate that.  And so, on 5 

the left-hand side here you will see the marae.  And also, right opposite the marae is 

Reporoa Rugby Club.  Now, we’ve had some good rugby players come through here, 

one of them is Sam Cane.  This is his ground here, right here.  So that’s the marae, 

Mataarae Marae.  Kia ora. 

 10 

The kaumātua houses is there too.  So we’ve got four there, provided by the Trust.  

We are so grateful that we are slowly starting to get our whānau back to the marae to 

rejuvenate it, you know, because when you’ve got kaumātua coming back you’re going 

to bring their whānau back and, you know, in a very short time, very short time you 

could have, I don’t know, 30 or 40 whānau coming back to this marae.  Kia ora. 15 

IWI TE WHAU: (MIHI) 
Kia ora Uncle, ngā mihi mō tēnā.  Yes, it is about bringing our whānau back to our 

marae so that they can teach our young ones about the history like what Uncle said 

around the pub – no.  Heoi anō, I’d like to introduce you to our next kaikōrero mō tēnei 

o tō tātou nei haerenga.  Uncle Erueti, still the chair for Waimahana Marae.  Tēnā koe, 20 

Uncle.   

ERUETI RAKENA: (WAIMAHANA MARAE) 
Heoi anō, tēnā tātou.  So, Waimahana Marae, ka kōrero au i te reo parāoa kia mōhio 

ai tātou i waku nei kōrero.  So, Waimahana Marae was dormant for 40 years.  We 

moved here in 1906 alongside of Tahu Matua.  We evacuated Orakei Korako because 25 

it was straight after te pahūtanga o Tarawera which happened in 1886.  The fear for 

our people was to move away from anything that was geothermal, which we did so.  

Waimahana was put here, and then Tahu Matua was moved further on down.   

 

They went through a phase of renovation.  They ran out of a bit of pūtea.  We didn’t 30 

have pūtea like we did nowadays, and the marae sat dormant for 40 years.  I took over 

chairman 10 years ago.  The marae now has fully – when I mean it was dead, it had 
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no power, no water, no toilets.  We had a nice long drop but (inaudible 16:16:00).  We 

renovated and we put two holes and then we had two long drops beside the fence.   

 

But now we’re lucky now.  So it’s all right to put toilets there, but then you’ve got to 

flush those toilets and then where does that go to?  So what was the implementation 5 

of infrastructure.  I’m going to be honest here, some of the stuff at the marae is not 

permitted by local council because it was going to cost us more money that we didn’t 

have.   

 

So, the marae is just on the side here.  It has seven houses.  All houses are full.  It 10 

also has, just recently, four kaumātua houses.  We have whānau waiting to go into 

them.  The marae is only small.  It has – ki ahau nei, ko tēnei te marae herenga 

tangata.  This is a marae that ties us to others. 

 

Tahu Matua, he is our principal tupuna and he is who he is, arrived here originally.  15 

Waimahana itself, the tupuna whare, is a Ngāti Raukawa tupuna who came upon us 

with intention of war.  When he got here, fortunately his son fell in love with one of our 

princesses and then by that we reunited.  There was also that princess also from Tahu 

Matua, Ngāti Tahu also has connections to Toroa, Wairaka, Huiatu, Hinewai, 

Ngairihanga, and comes to Whakarawa which is our tupuna, that’s our wharekai.  So 20 

ki ahau nei, ko tēnei tā mātou nei marae, herenga tangata.  This is our marae that ties 

us to others.  Heoi anō, that’s my brief kōrero.  Kia ora tātou.   

IWI TE WHAU: (MIHI, KAUMĀTUA HOUSES) 
Tēnā koe, Uncle.  So when we come up by the Mihi Bridge you will see on the left-

hand side Waimahana Marae and you will also see the six whare that are located on 25 

that area, and also the four kaumātua houses.  And we’re very fortunate to have the 

support of (inaudible 16:18:04 Sheerin) Associates, Te Puni Kōkiri, Tauhara North No. 

2 Trust and a whole heap of others that have given support to actually do these 

housing developments.   

 30 

So just over this bridge, Mihi Bridge, you will see Waimahana Marae and the houses 

under the papakāinga strategy that Mana Newton was talking about earlier today.   

 



22 
 

This is the Waikato River that connects all of our whānau together, and those far dark 

grey ones on the corner there, those are the kaumātua houses.   

 

Ka pai.  We’re coming up to our next one that Aroha Campbell was talking about, 

Ohaki Pā, and we’re fortunate to have Uncle on our waka this afternoon to give us a 5 

brief kōrero around Ohaki Pā.  Tēnā koe, Uncle.   

MARK REIHANA: (OHAKI PĀ, TAHU MATUA) 
Tēnei te mihi atu ki a koutou ngā mātāwaka, e ngā iwi, ngā hau e whā, tēnei te mihi 

atu ki a koutou.  Nau mai, haramai i runga i te whenua o tā tātou matua nui i te rangi, 

nā ō mātou tūpuna.  Ka huri au ki te reo Pākehā. 10 

 

If you fellas have been watching the narrative that Rawiri Te Whare put out on the 

video on the screen up front, he talks about Tahu Matua being here before the 

migration of the seven waka.  The narrative and the beginning of it talks about Tahu 

Matua coming on a manu, on a bird.  And I was fresh back from Pōneke in 1985, and 15 

1988 our old people started talking about the history of Tahu Matua and they told us 

that he came on a manu.  And I’m afraid I was educated in Pōneke and I had a real 

Pākehā whakaaro, so I said to them, I says you’re talking about a waka made out of 

wood, and it wasn’t, it was a real manu according to our old people.  They were getting 

a little bit upset with my questioning them of the history of our tupuna.  But that was 20 

the kōrero that was laid down, that our tupuna came on a manu. 

 

So, this pā we’re coming up to, the wharenui is Tahu Matua.  The wharekai is 

Wairakewa, his wife.  And the name of the area is Ohaki.  That name has been derived 

from the aspect of the ngāwhā, and in relation to that it’s about how the bellowing of 25 

the steam comes about, and that’s the mārama to that ingoa Ohaki.  That’s why it was 

a bit upsetting when they started using the name Ohaaki because there’s a difference 

in the meanings.  Ohaaki to our people is a gift or taonga, and our old people said then 

that the name is Ohaki, and the reference is made to the aspects of geothermal and 

what you can see and hear when it’s actually coming out.  The steam is coming out 30 

and mixing with the cold air.  So that’s where that name derives from, that particular 

ngāwhā.   
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Now, that ngāwhā we talked about or Aroha talked about this morning is going to be 

on your right-hand side, and that’s the one where they backfilled it with, not only with 

cement but they backfilled it with big boulders as well.  I was down here when they 

were actually filling it.  And it did, it emptied right out.  The idea they said at the time 

for filling it was to stop the cold water from going back down into the reservoir and 5 

cooling the reservoir off.  Well, that was the whakaaro at the time that we were told. 

 

Further out in the back, the subsidence that we’ve talked about, it is actually three 

metres.  And also the soggy ground that we see around here, that’s attributed to the 

water not being able to get away because of the river groundwater.  As it’s coming up, 10 

the water on the top, the surface water can’t get away.   

 

Around the back and along this road is a historical road for Ngāti Tahu and it joins us 

with our other marae, Te Toke, and it’s always been here.  One of our kuias Te 

Kurapae Reweti talks about how the stage coach used to come up and down this road 15 

when it used to come off the main highway and either delivers stuff or pick people up 

as they’re coming through our little villages like up Te Toke and down here at Ohaki.   

 

We did have homes around here back in earlier generations, back in the 50s when I 

was growing up here, and one of the prominent houses was our kuia Mariana which 20 

is situated by our walnut trees close to the river. 

 

Now, we’re coming up to the pā and on our left is all the houses that Tauhara has been 

talking about.  These are our four kaumātua units that have been erected for us, and 

a big shout out to Tauhara North 2.   25 

AROHA CAMPBELL: (MIHI) 
Kia ora.  I just wanted to acknowledge Ngāti Tahu Lands Trust.  Without Ngāti Tahu 

Tribal Lands Trust, they have afforded us our four marae to paying our insurance, and 

that’s a huge relief for each of the marae.  But for Ohaki, because of our location, we 

can’t get insurance.  And so, with the conversations that we’ve had with Contact 30 

Energy, that we are self-insured by them.  So that’s a full replacement of our pā.  So 

yes, we’re really grateful to Ngāti Tahu Tribal Lands Trust and we’re also very grateful 

to Tauhara North No. 2 Trust and the support that they give all of our marae.  Kia ora.   
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IWI TE WHAU: (MIHI) 
Kia ora Uncle Mark, kia ora Aroha mō ērā kōrero.  Yes, what a beautiful sight to see 

these whare going up, especially to rejuvenate not only our whakapapa but it goes 

back to whakapapa, whenua and whānau and embracing our heritage but also 

embracing who we are as Ngāti Tahu – Ngāti Whāoa, nō reira ngā mihi nui ki a tātou 5 

katoa.   

MANA NEWTON: (NGĀTI TAHU TRIBAL LANDS TRUST) 
Kia ora whānau.  As David comes forward I will just give you a little bit of a kōrero 

about Ngāti Tahu Tribal Lands Trust.  So both myself and Erica and Wikitoria, we are 

trustees on Ngāti Tahu Tribal Lands Trust, and we’re an ahu whenua trust that was 10 

established in around 1980, and at the time during the 60s and 70s the Crown had 

come and done significant exploration within our region.  When they done that 

exploration they found hot spots here at Ohaki and also at Wairākei.  And then they 

went through a process of trying to acquire the lands or take the land so that they can 

do development here for a geothermal power station.  At the time it was around a 15 

similar time as other land issues such as Bastion Point, so they talked about three 

options, one was take the lands, second was buy the lands or, third, was to put the 

land under a long-term lease.  And so, because of the controversy of taking lands in 

other areas they didn’t want to venture down that path, so what they done is they 

formulated a trust called Ngāti Tahu Tribal Lands Trust, and we were a land 20 

management trust where all of the trusts of Ngāti Tahu – Ngāti Whāoa were put into 

one land management block.  And so we looked after all of those blocks as individual 

blocks but under one management company.   

 

Around here there’s still six land blocks that are part of Ngāti Tahu Tribal Lands Trust, 25 

but originally there was about 16 to 17 blocks that were all put into one, and then those 

blocks eventually established themselves and pulled out and then set themselves up.  

One of those blocks was Tauhara North No. 2 Trust.  It was put into that same 

structure, but it set itself up and started to administer itself just like the other ones have 

as well.  We still are established in this way now.   30 

 

The options that they gave to our whānau, as I said, was they were either going to 

take the land, buy the land or put the land under long-term lease.  There was wānanga 
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and kōrero over about a three to four year period, and our whānau, looking at the 

options and afraid of what happened at Orakei Korako decided that the 90-year long-

term lease was the best option for us.   

 

So, in 1982 we entered into a long-term lease for 90 years, and that’s why we’ll have 5 

that lease in place until 2072.  And so, as we talked about subsidence, we saw what 

happened with the marae and the water.  We also, as Ngāti Tahu Tribal Lands Trust 

have lost just under 50 hectares to the rising river where the river has now inundated 

our lands.  So we’re also going through mitigation processes with Contact Energy to 

determine what is the reparations for that.  We don’t want to wait until 2072.  Our 10 

concept is, we leased you 500 hectares, you are telling us now you can only give us 

back 450.  Let’s not wait until 2072 to determine what that looks like, let’s try to figure 

that out now. 

 

One of the things, if you can have a look on the left you’ll see a little bit of steam and 15 

stuff over here.  That’s a project called Geo 40.  Geo 40 is about silica extraction from 

geothermal fluids.  One of the main things that we have negotiated is not about 

necessarily the commercial situation of what we can do here at Ngāti Tahu Tribal 

Lands Trust, but it’s about how we can reconnect to our whenua.  So we invited a 

group called Geo 40 who does silica extraction and they have significant IP around 20 

lithium extraction.  We don’t have enough lithium here to become commercial but 

they’ve developed the IP here and they’re now taken that over to the States and over 

to Canada, places like that.   

 

What that meant for us is that was the first project that we would be able to participate 25 

in where we had our own people work on our own whenua, get jobs here, and it’s the 

first actual lease that we’re allowed to enter into that was more than a dollar a year, 

substantially more, like, 40,000 times more.   

 

So, it allowed us to actually start to make some pūtea from the whenua that we had 30 

here.  And so, now we have other projects that we’re working alongside with Contact 

Energy.  You may have seen them announce last year that they’re looking at a project 

around Carbon Capture.  This is one of the highest carbon emitting power plants for 

geothermal in the country, and in fact it is the largest one now because Ngawha in the 
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North has cleaned their emissions.  And so, there’s a project here to capture the 

carbon, clean the carbon and sell it to places like Coca Cola and Fonterra for food 

grade use.  Carbons – we have a really crazy problem in New Zealand where we have 

a shortage of food grade carbon, but yet we have an emission that is not good or 

conducive for the environment that we live in.  So what we’re working on here 5 

alongside Contact is a project that captures that carbon, cleans it and then we’ll sell it 

for food grade use. 

 

What we’re trying to do is use both the construct of the mamae and the history that we 

have but not stay there, not live there.  Use that to then figure out ways that we can 10 

develop ourselves out of there.  Because if we just wait for the mamae to release itself, 

we’ll be here until 2072.  Our kaupapa is let’s try to build these things now and get 

involved in our whenua and in our resource, even if it is just in small amounts from 

what we have today. 

 15 

What I wanted to do is introduce one of our rangatahi, one of our superstars here, 

David.  Yes, he’s a humble superstar this fella.  And he’s going to share a little bit 

about his journey with Ohaki as well.   

DAVID BARSDELL: (SCIENCE OPPORTUNITIES – WHAKAPAPA AND 
COMMUNITY) 20 

Aroha mai, I’m trying to find my sea legs.  Okay.  Ko Paeroa te maunga.  Ko Waikato 

te awa.  Ko Ngāti Tahu – Ngāti Whāoa te iwi.  Ko David ahau.  So kia ora, my name 

is David.  I am 17 years old.  I am homeschooled through – give me a second, what’s 

it called?  I forget every time – Wolsey Hall Oxford, Cambridge System.  So pretty 

much that’s just the English system.   25 

 

On my father’s side I am Scottish, hence the skin colour, and I descend from a 

prominent King named Robert the Bruce who was a very rebel Scotsman, and then I 

also descend from many Jacobite rebels who fought against the English for Bonnie 

Prince Charlie.    And then on my mother’s side obviously I whakapapa to Ngāti Tahu 30 

– Ngāti Whāoa.   
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And the reason I say this is because knowing where I come from, knowing who I am 

and knowing my genealogy, my whakapapa, is incredibly important to me.  And you 

know, they say it takes a village to raise a child and I am no exception.  I was growing 

up amongst my people on my marae, going to environmental wānanga, STEM camps, 

youth camps, and all of this has grown me into the person I am today.   5 

 

So, through my whakapapa I have been able to have many opportunities.  So, these 

opportunities are two geothermal science internships at Contact Energy, a science 

research internship at GNS and a casual soil researcher at Waikato.  I don’t know what 

that means, I don’t know what it is casual, I don’t know much about soil, but apparently 10 

I’m supposed to know.  And then my two biggest achievements this year is, number 

one, I have completed my Geo101 Resource which, hopefully, you have found on your 

seats and you have maybe managed to read them.  Here’s an example.  And then my 

other big achievement is that I have become a co-author in my first scientific paper.  

Yes, see, superstar material right there.  I’m not a superstar by the way.  He says I’m 15 

a superstar, I don’t even know why.   

 

But my big goal is to become a geothermal scientist majoring in geology, and the cool 

thing about that is, number one, I found my path on my whenua and it is the study of 

a subject that my grandparents and those who came before were able to use, and my 20 

big goal, my big dream is that I can fulfil the dreams and aspirations of those who 

came before, as well as building more dreams and more aspirations for all of those 

who come after.  Nō reira, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa.  I’m going to 

hand it over to the actual superstar, Uncle Iwi. 

IWI TE WHAU: (MIHI, KORERO) 25 

Pakipaki.  David, rawe.  Yes, we’re very proud of you, David, ngā mihi nui ki a koe e 

te tama.  All right.  We’re just going to be just having a little stop at Te Toke, but don’t 

get off the bus, and then I will hand it over to Uncle Ricky Mita who will be doing the 

kōrero for this part.  And also, on this route here too – Uncle Ricky, are you going to 

come up now?   30 

 

This was one of the first papakāinga ventures that we actually started to support and 

this was a moemoeā for his mother.  And Aunty Materoa was one of the ones that 
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actually encouraged us to look into papakāinga and how it worked.  So, a group of us 

went all the way to Heretaunga because they’re leading the project at the moment in 

regards to papakāinga, and at the Māori Housing Conference back then in Heretaunga 

we were able to visit papakāinga in Heretaunga area.  And so, this is how this kaupapa 

came about was this first papakāinga coming up.  Nō reira, Uncle Ricky, anei. 5 
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RICKY MITA: (TE TOKE MARAE) 
Kia ora tātou.  Ko Ricky taku ingoa.  Ko Ngāti Tahu – Ngāti Whāoa.  Ko Te Rama te 

tupuna whare.  Ko Te Ao Mapihi te wharekai.  Ko Te Toke te marae.  Te Toke Marae, 

Te Rama is the brother of Mataarae where we passed opposite the rugby club.  And 

our vision for that marae was to – we got kaumātua units on it.  We’ve demolished our 5 

toilets, it’s closed at the moment, we’ve demolished our toilets and we’re going to be 

getting our tupuna whare – work done to it, redone to it.  So, that marae is, see, you’ve 

got Tauhara behind it, you’ve got the backdrop of Tauhara which is depicting like a 

face if you have a good look at it coming up.  And to the right there, our other maunga 

is Kaimanawa.  Kaimanawa to the right, and Te Rama’s son Rangipatoto is buried on 10 

top of that Kaimanawa. Papakāinga coming up on the left.  This was the start of our 

papakāingas throughout Ngāti Tahu – Ngāti Whāoa which Mum visioned, planned and 

to get all our whānau back to Te Toke.   

 

So that’s our papakāinga here.  And our marae, yes, we had – so we’re just coming 15 

up there now on our right here – left.  So this is our marae.  Te Ao Mapihi, so we 

opened that whare in 2016.  We have five trustees.  There’s myself, Evelyn Forrest, 

Ngaire Albert, Bruce Te Karu and Sue Westbrook.   

 

So here we are.  We’ve had a bit of an instance on our manu paepae there.  I know 20 

they’ve got drive through KFC, well we had a drive through pōhiri there to cart us right 

in.  There was actually a car right inside that, the manuhiri pōhiri, so it was a bit of a 

site to see the next morning.  The cars (inaudible 16:25:36) people, but yes.  Yes, this 

is our whare.  Te Toke.  And the papakāinga is right next door to it.  So we’re going to 

be doing our tupuna whare.  Ablution blocks are down, getting that all done.  And 25 

obviously the manuhiri paepae as well.  So ngā mihi tātou.   

IWI TE WHAU: (MIHI, KAUMĀTUA HOUSES) 
Tēnā koe, Uncle.  Pakipaki ups.  Rawe.  So these are four kaumātua houses as well, 

so all the marae will get four kaumātua houses, whare.   

IWI TE WHAU: (NGATAMARIKI, TAUHARA NORTH NO 2 TRUST) 30 

On the right there, the power station that Mana was talking about on the right.  We’re 

making our way to our Tauhara North No 2 Trust land blocks and also Mana and 
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Ngahihiotera Bidois will be talking in regards to our whenua and the ahu whenua trust 

that actually obtains this and looks after the area of Tauhara North No. 2 Trust.  So 

yes, on the right we just passed – sorry, I was meant to point it our earlier, but that’s 

Ngatamariki and that is also part of Mercury Energy, and we have shared in it.  Oh, 

we provide the fluid.  That’s right, I was listening.  We were listening eh, Judge.   5 

 

Heoi anō, before I hand the mic over to Mana, I know you’ve only got a limited time, I 

heard that you fellas were late because of yous, so…  We like to keep on schedule 

and so you and Ngahihi have got approximately – if you start talking now you’ve got 

about 15 minutes.  Okay, I’ll cut it back to five. 10 

 

So yes, we’re going to head into our next area which is Tauhara North No. 2 Trust.  

The ahu whenua trust that actually occupies and looks after our whānau, hence the 

reason why those grants and all of the services that we provide at the trust can happen 

is because in the earlier days the owners actually used their dividend to give back to 15 

their whānau.  The moemoeā or the dream and aspirations from there occur because 

they would rather see their whānau flourishing on the whenua then receiving a 

dividend, and now we have grown into this and so we are actually a model of care in 

that period in time.   

 20 

(audio begins 16:11:53)… One of the trustees for Tauhara North No. 2 Trust and he’s 

just going to have a brief kōrero about the history.  Tēnā tātou katoa.   

NGAHIHIOTERA BIDOIS: (TAUHARA NORTH NO. 2 TRUST, POWER STATIONS) 
Ngā mihi nui ake nei ki a tātou i waenganui i te pahi nei.  Ngā mihi o te Wiki o Te Reo 

Māori.  Kia kaha tātou i te reo Māori.  Kia ora.  Homai te pakipaki mō Iwi, he pai rawa 25 

tana mahi.  Tēnā koe, Iwi.   

 

My name is Ngahihiotera Bidois.  Ki te taha o tōku pāpā nō Ngāti Rangiwewehi, Ngāi 

Te Rangi me Ngāti Ranginui ahau.  Ko Tommy Bidois tōku pāpā.  Ki te taha o tōku 

māmā nō konei nō Ngāti Tahu – Ngāti Whāoa.  Ko Doreen Tanirau tōku māmā.   30 

 

As I said, my name is Ngahihiotera which means the rays of the sun.  So like I say, on 

fine days, you’re welcome.  But if it does rain my other name is Patrick.  It’s really good 
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to be here with you all.  So, we’re about to go to Ngā Awa Pūrua Power Station which 

was commissioned in on the 15th of May 2010 and I remember that day well because 

I was the MC at that event and John Key was the Prime Minister at that time who 

opened Ngā Awa Pūrua.  I also remember it because a couple of years earlier I’d 

walked into my first Tauhara North No. 2 Trust meeting, and if you can imagine 5 

walking into a room and there’s a big huge board table in front of you and on this board 

table are all of these papers right around the whole table, and around the table as well 

are a bunch of lawyers, and you’re about to go and sign all of those documents at your 

first meeting and you are signing off a loan for about $112 million.  And that was to 

pay for our first portion, 25% of this power station that we’re going to.  So that’s the 10 

first thing I want to say.  The power station was not bought through Treaty money or 

anything, it was bought through a loan from the BNZ.   

 

And what had happened was the previous trustees had gone to the – actually, Mercury 

at that time, Mighty River Power had come to us as a Trust and said, “Man, have we 15 

got a deal for you guys!”  And so, they said you’ve got the land, you’ve got the whenua, 

you’ve got the resources, we’ve got the business plan.  And the business plan, we 

said there’s one stipulation and that is we will not give up our land as collateral.  And 

the business plan was so good that we did not have to do that.  So they went to the 

bank for this loan of $115 million and that asset is now worth… a lot.  A lot more.   20 

 

So, I just wanted to quickly talk about the role of trustee.  So obviously walking into 

that room, and I’d like to acknowledge our chair who is here as well who could easily 

be doing this kōrero, Wikitoria, who I thought did an amazing presentation.  Pakipaki 

mai mō Wikitoria.  Ngā mihi ki a koe, Wikitoria.  And on the bus as well is Aroha and 25 

also Evelyn who are also trustees who could also be doing this kōrero.  

 

And so, walking into that room reminded me of the responsibilities of being a trustee, 

and it’s pretty clear, which is why we have the Health and Safety people around us 

now, we can be fined hundreds of thousands of dollars and end up in jail if anything 30 

goes wrong.  And so, being a trustee is not an easy role, it carries a lot of 

responsibilities with it.   
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For me, our role as trustees of Tauhara North have two main purposes and they’re 

both found in proverbs if we can call them that.  The first one is Kia Mau.  Kia mau ki 

te whenua, whakamahia te whenua hei painga mō ngā uri whakatipuranga.  So, Kia 

Mau.  You’ve heard through Mana and others, we had very little land left.  Our role is 

to hold on to the land that we do have left and also start buying that land back. 5 

 

The second part: Kia mau ki te whenua.  Whakamahia te whenua, to develop the 

whenua.  You’re about to see one of those developments, the power station.  And also 

to develop our other resources as well.  Why?  Hei painga mō ngā uri whakatipuranga.  

For the future generations.  And that’s why we have tourism, that’s why we have 10 

whenua, farms.  That’s why we have all of the other aspects of Tauhara North No. 2 

Trust, so that we can develop resources and pūtea for young Davids who are coming 

through the ranks.  So, ngā mihi.   

 

The other one is, our role as trustees is ki te honohono te tangata ki te whakapapa, te 15 

tangata ki te whenua, te tangata ki te tangata.  So, our role as trustees is to connect 

our people with their whenua.  And we’ve just driven through all of the whenua of Ngāti 

Tahu – Ngāti Whāoa, and I can tell you every one of those trusts would be trying to 

connect their owners with their whenua as well.  It’s also to connect our people with 

their whakapapa, which is why we do trips like this with our whānau often, to take them 20 

to the whenua and to let them know what their whakapapa is, but also to connect them 

with each other, which is why we have the youth camps and all of the other events 

that we organise as trustees for everyone to meet all of the other people. 

 

Trustee development is very important.  So, when you come to Tauhara North No. 2 25 

Trust, it’s not an easy job.  We have a trust order which we have developed over the 

years in order to even put your name into the hat to be a trustee on Tauhara North No. 

2 Trust you have to whakapapa to the Trust.  And that happened just a few years ago 

where anyone coming on to the Trust has to whakapapa to the Trust. When you’re on 

the Trust it is not easy work.   30 

 

And we are always trying to develop ourselves so that we can develop other people, 

and one of the areas of development obviously is through governance development.  

So, the Trust has a structure where we have the trustees over, like, a korowai over 
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everything.  All of the final decisions come to the Trust, to Tauhara North No. 2 Trust.  

Under the Trust we have a charitable arm which our distributions go through.  But we 

also have a business arm called Ringa Matua Limited, our right hand, and their role is 

to be business advisors.  We also have various boards.  We have a housing board, 

we have whenua board, we have other boards.  Our current structure means that we 5 

have trustees on each of those boards.  And as trustees on the boards you’re sitting 

in a different entity which is known as the Company’s Act, and the Company’s Act 

means we have different responsibilities.   

 

So, one of the things we do as trustees is we’ve tried to develop ourselves.  And many 10 

of you may be familiar with the IOD, the Institute of Directors, and the courses and the 

programmes they have.  I am please to inform you that all of the current trustees have 

completed the one-week long certificate in directors training which is an extensive 

course.  Prior to that we’ve had to do other programmes as well.  But we’re always 

trying to develop ourselves as trustees. 15 

 

As trustees we’re not only looking after our own people and our whakapapa, but we 

also try to look after other indigenous people around the world as well.  And we’ve had 

bus loads of people from around the world who have done this bus trip, who have been 

on our whenua, and likewise they have hosted us on their whenua so that we are 20 

developing indigenous people right around the world. 

 

When we engage with other iwi we have protocols.  So, I will finish with this.  One of 

the key areas of discussion that we are always having on our trust is are we a bunch 

of Māori people on a trust or are we a Māori trust?   25 

 

And a Māori trust looks like this.  It starts and ends everything with karakia.  And I 

believe that’s one of our Māori superpowers, karakia.  It means when we have our hui 

we have mihimihi.  So, at the start of our hui, whatever the hui is, online or in-person, 

we will go around the table and ask how everyone is, so hauora as well.   30 

 

Being a Māori on the Trust is being able to speak as much reo as you are comfortable 

speaking and developing our reo.  We have trustees who have developed their reo in 

the time, all of us have developed our reo in the time we have been on the Trust.  



34 
 

Being Māori means we associate with the whenua and we associate with our whānau.  

And you can go to whānau hui and you won’t be able to spot the trustees because the 

trustees are often the ones at the door, the ones that are in the kitchen.  Well, besides 

Mana, Mana is at the table.  And we’re doing – this is for Mana.  But our trustees are 

people who come from the whenua, come from the whānau  and will be with the 5 

whānau at our hui as well.   

 

And so, in finishing, I just want to say we have roadshows, whānau.  We have 

roadshows coming up.  We did them before COVID and we’re about to do them again.  

So, as a Trust we will go around New Zealand, we will have hui with our owners and 10 

we will be talking to our owners, listening to our owners about their wishes for us for 

the next five, 10, 100 years.  And we have owners in Australia as well, and so we will 

be going to back to Australia and talking to them because we now are able to pay 

grants et cetera to our owners in Australia. 

 15 

And so, this Trust exists for one purpose, it is to look after the people and to look after 

the whenua, and especially to look after the future generations.  Mā te Atua tātou e 

manaaki, e tiaki.  Ngā mihi nui ake nei ki a tātou katoa.  Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, 

tēnā koutou katoa.  Kia ora. 

IWI TE WHAU: (MIHI, INTRODUCTION) 20 

Tēnā koe, Ngahihiotera, otirā ngā manaakitanga.   

 

Kia ora, whānau.  We’ve got a guest that’s coming up on to the bus, her name is Olivia, 

she is the General Manager of this complex and she is from Mercury Energy.  We are 

so fortunate to have her on the bus.  Kia ora, Olivia.  I will hand the mic over to Olivia. 25 

OLIVIA: (ROTOKAWA/NGA AWA PURUA POWER STATIONS) 
Kia ora everyone.  Welcome.  So on your left you will see that’s the Rotokawa Power 

Station that’s been operating since 1997.  It generates about 34 megawatts.  Where 

we’re going to today is Ngā Awa Pūrua which you can see across the road here.  You 

will see three structures on the hill and those are our separators.  Ngā Awa Purua is a 30 

triple flash plant, so those separators work to separate the steam and the brine.  So, 

high pressure to intermediate pressure to low pressure.  The steam from the 
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separators then go in to the turbine which is housed in that big green shed, and it 

generates 147 megawatts of electricity.  So, way bigger compared to the other one.   

 

Another thing that you can see up the hill that’s red and white, that’s Big Ben.  So, it’s 

currently drilling a production well.  We have about eight production wells supplying 5 

Ngā Awa Purua.  So we’re drilling a ninth one.  So we’re pretty lucky here in the 

Rotokawa Geothermal Field.  It’s one of the hottest fields in New Zealand.  As you 

know, the field has been selected for the Supercritical Project, and that was one of the 

main reasons.   

 10 

So to the left here that’s our switch yard.  It’s 220,000 volts of electricity through these 

lines here.  Don’t worry, you guys are fine here.   

 

So all the fluid that we produce – not all – the fluid that we produce, we reinject it back 

into the injection wells.  They’re about 2 kilometres away, so you won’t be able to see 15 

it here.  For the Ngā Awa Purua, it’s a flash plant.  We inject about 80% of the fluid, 

20% is evaporated out the cooling towers.  Whereas for Rotokawa we inject 100% of 

what we take from the ground.  So the goal is trying to put as much back as we possibly 

can and it kind of travels back and gets heated up again.   

 20 

The other thing that you can see as well are the cooling towers.  We’ve got 10 cooling 

towers and the main job of the cooling towers is to use the ambient air to cool the 

condensed steam, and we kind of reuse back into the process.  So, this is Ngā Awa 

Purua Power Station.  Has anyone got any questions? 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER TO OLIVIA: 25 

Q. How many staff have you got on board? 

A. So we have about 30 staff in the main office here, but they also look after the 

Rotokawa Power Station and Ngatamariki down the road.  So we look after three 

power stations from here.  It’s a 24 hour operation, so we’ve got operators sitting 

in the control room in here, controlling all three power stations.   30 
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OLIVIA: (CONTINUES) 
Any other questions?  Some of you might be wondering what’s all the stuff on the left 

here.  So, we’re currently doing a project to replace what we call the fill media which 

is at the top of the cooling towers.  Since this plant has been operational since 2010, 

giving it a good birthday by replacing the fill media.   5 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER TO OLIVIA: 
Q. Are you employing local people in your 70 staff members? 

A. Yes, yes.  A lot of our people live in the Taupō area.  Most of them actually.   

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER TO OLIVIA: 
Q. So how many turbines do you have? 10 

A. So this one, Ngā Awa Purua is one big turbine.  The Rotokawa Power Stations 

is a little bit older, it’s got about six turbines for like a quarter of the power.  But 

these two power stations are interlinked.  So, in about 2021 we recognise that 

we weren’t really using the resource efficiently for the design of the power plants, 

so we installed a new separator to process the fluid.  So, we send higher 15 

enthalpy fluid to this station and the lower enthalpy fluid into Rotokawa.  So the 

goal is we’re trying to use our resource as efficiently as possible to make sure 

it’s more sustainable, so that’s our goal.  We did it in 2021.  It’s a pretty good 

success after five years. 

JUDGE ISAAC TO OLIVIA: 20 

Q. So when you make amendments to what you do, like this work you’re doing up 

here now, and in 2021 when you changed the system, do you have to apply for 

resource consent to do that? 

A. Because depending –  

Q. Like (inaudible 16:29:31) apply to Waikato Regional Council to get permission? 25 

A. Yes, we inform the Council because that project we, you know, we have waste 

material that we have to inform the council.  Same with the big project at 

Rotokawa because we were changing some of the facilities.  We do inform and, 

yes, make sure that we are still within our consents.   

Q. All right. 30 
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A. And every year we report the health of the reservoir to the council and we get 

hold into account on how we operate the reservoir. 

Q. So you have to give a report to the Council every 12 months? 

A. Every 12 months we have to give a report to the Council. 

Q. As to whether you’re still complying with your resource consents? 5 

A. Resource consents and sustainability of the reservoir, how we operate it as well.   

RON CROSBY TO OLIVIA: 
Q. For the Supercritical Programme, will the wells be drilled further over Rotokawa? 

A. It’s undecided at the moment. 

JUDGE ISAAC TO OLIVIA: 10 

Q. So how far down is that well up here going? 

A. So, our production injection wells, new well is about 2.4 kilometres.  But our wells 

generally is 2.5 to 3 kilometres into the ground.   

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER TO OLIVIA: 
Q. How long does it take to drill down that far? 15 

A. Sixty to 80 days. 

Q. Double that for the (inaudible 16:31:14). 
A. Hope 60.   

DR ROBYN ANDERSON TO OLIVIA: 
Q. The diameter of the well, you go down, how – you know, what is the diameter of 20 

a well? 

A. That question is huge.  Well, it starts at, like, 30-42 inches to the surface, but we 

kind of cement it in case it gets to the bottom.  But sort of, probably about 12 

inch down to about nine at the bottom.  Nine inches.  So, decent size, yes, the 

hole.   25 

RON CROSBY TO OLIVIA: 
Q. What sort of temperatures are you accessing there? 
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A. So, Rotokawa like I said is a pretty hot geothermal field.  We’ve been looking at 

over 320 degrees in the hole.  The hottest one that we measured is the one that 

we drilled recently is 339 degrees at the bottom.   

IWI TE WHAU: (MIHI) 
Pakipaki for Olivia, whānau.  Thank you, Olivia.  I should have listened in science.   5 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: (16:32:40) 
You need to go on one of those camp trips. 

IWI TE WHAU: (CONCLUSION OF TOUR) 
Yes, the STEM.  I did.  I only went to go eat my lunch.  Anyway – actually, Mana and 

I both went and we both… Anyway, Mana.  Hoki ki te kāinga, Chef.   10 

 

Well whānau, that brings us to the end of this part of our hīkoi.  We will gather back in 

the room and then we will do karakia whakamutunga or something.  Hang on.  Iwi, 

read your book.  Yes, we are heading back to Wairākei for closing statements and 

karakia whakamutunga.  Tēnā tātou. 15 

IWI TE WHAU: (CONCLUDING REMARKS) 
…Our story and also where we come from.  As you could tell from the last two days 

our whānau are so passionate about where they come from and what we have done 

for our whānau for further generations.   

 20 

A big mihi must go to our supporters, including our health and safety people, Peak 

Safety, ngā mihi nui ki a koutou.  Also to Ka Pai Aotearoa, Mercury Energy, all of the 

different land trusts, and also to the rūnanga, and our Rūnanga o Ngāti Tahu – Ngāti 

Whāoa, Tauhara North No. 2 Trust, and probably everyone else, Paeroa, everyone.   

 25 

Anyway, thank you very much for joining us on this tour and we hope that you have 

taken away a little glimpse of who we are and where we come from.  Nō reira, i runga 

i tēnā nei rā te mihi ki a tātou katoa.  Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā tātou katoa.   

SITE VISIT CONCLUDES:  5.09 PM 
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