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 MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 
 

1. This memorandum of counsel is filed on behalf of David Ratu, the named 

claimant for Wai 2624 (“the claimant”). 

 

2. This memorandum is filed in response to the Wai 3568 memorandum of 

counsel dated 7 July 2026 which applies for a proposed priority hearing within 

the Health Services and Outcomes Kaupapa Inquiry (“the Health Inquiry”).1 

 

3. His Honour Judge Stone subsequently issued memorandum-directions dated 

15 July 2026 which directed Crown counsel to file submissions responding to 

the Memorandum by 5pm, Wednesday, 22 July 2026.2 

 

4. Although His Honour only sought submissions from the Crown, counsel has 

been instructed to file this memorandum detailing the position of the claimant, 

regarding the priority hearing request. 

 

5. While the claimant acknowledges the importance of the issues raised by Wai 

3568, the claimant’s position is that these issues should not be given preference 

over the issues due to be heard in the next phase of Stage Two: that being 

mental health and alcohol/substance abuse (“the remaining stage two issues”).  

 

6. The Wai 2624 claim was originally filed on 21 February 2017, concerning 

alcohol and the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012.3  The most recent 

Amended Statement of Claim was filed on 12 January 2026.4 

 

7. While Wai 2624 was partly heard in the Disabilities phase of the Health Inquiry 

in relation to Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder, the balance, and pōkapu of the 

claim, has been waiting since 2017 to be heard.  

 

8. The Tribunal in 2018 set alcohol and substance abuse as a priority issue within 

the Health Inquiry.5 

 
1 Wai 2575 #3.2.1293 
2 Wai 2575 #2.6.209 
3 Wai 2624 #1.1.1; 
4 Wai 2624 #1.1.1(d); 
5 Wai 2575 #2.5.29 
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9. The claimant states that the issues concerning alcohol are still, if not more 

pressing, as when the claim was first filed. Māori in 2026 continue to suffer 

disproportionate harm because of alcohol,6 and new legislation, such as the Sale 

and Supply of Alcohol Amendment Bill 2026, reduce safeguards around alcohol 

supply.7  

 

10. Respectfully, the claimant’s position is that the remaining stage two issues 

should be the matters that are heard next in the Health Inquiry; and requests 

that the hearing of the remaining two issues are heard as soon as possible, and 

not slowed down by the proposed priority hearing. 

 

  

      DATED at Tāmaki Makau-rau 28th day of July 2026  

 

   

 

      _________________   ___________________   

    David Stone          Catherine Leauga       

 

      

     _________________ 

      Harry Clatworthy 

 Counsel for the Claimant 

 

TO: The Registrar, Waitangi Tribunal; Crown Law Office; and those on the 

notification list for the Wai 2575 Health Inquiry 

 
6 Māori Caucus of the Public Health Association of New Zealand Submission on the Sale and Supply of 
Alcohol (Improving Alcohol Regulation) Amendment Bill (11 May 2026) at 1. 
7 Hāpai Te Hauora “What the proposed alcohol law changes actually mean for whānau” (18 
March 2026) https://hapai.co.nz/what-the-proposed-alcohol-law-changes-actually-mean-for-
whanau. 




