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Introduction  

1. Paula Rawiri is Deputy Secretary, Policy at Te Puni Kōkiri. She gives evidence 

on behalf of Te Puni Kōkiri concerning its role, initiatives, and investments 

relevant to wāhine Māori, its involvement with CEDAW, and its role in Treaty 

settlements and monitoring settlement commitments. 

The role of Te Puni Kōkiri and its vision of Thriving Whānau 

2. Te Puni Kōkiri leads policy advice on Māori development and Māori-Crown 

relations. Its statutory responsibilities include promoting increases in the 

levels of Māori achievement in education, training and employment, health 

and economic resource development; and monitoring and liaising with 

government departments and agencies that provide services to Māori to 

ensure the adequacy of those services. 

3. Its 2025–2029 strategic framework adopts a Thriving Whānau vision and a 

whānau-centred, locally led, government-enabled approach. Te Puni Kōkiri 

approaches collective wellbeing through a whānau-centred lens, recognising 

whānau as the foundation through which wellbeing is nurtured and sustained.  

4. Embedding the Whānau Ora commissioning model in the public service is Te 

Puni Kōkiri’s first strategic priority. The Whānau Ora commissioning model 

puts whānau at the centre of services and supports their needs, building on 

their strengths to achieve their aspirations. 

5. Te Tautuhi ō Rongo is the Māori public policy framework used by Te Puni 

Kōkiri to support policy development, engagement with Māori and advice to 

government. The framework intends to support decision-making by 

recognising the individual and collective rights, interests, and responsibilities 

of Māori, including whānau, hapū and iwi. 

6. Te Puni Kōkiri is seeking to grow public sector influence and investment in 

whānau-centred approaches through a range of mechanisms, including 

national-level initiatives, devolved commissioning through the Whānau Ora 

programme, and active partnerships across government. Through Vote Māori 

Development in Budget 2026/27, a total of $179.319 million was appropriated 

to Whānau Ora outcomes from non-government commissioning agencies. 
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Te Puni Kōkiri-led initiatives and investments 

7. Te Puni Kōkiri has led a number of recent programmes and initiatives that 

support outcomes for wāhine Māori, including the Whānau Resilience 

Initiative, Ngā Tini Whetū, the Whānau-Centred Facilitation Initiative, Kōhine 

Tuitui, the Cadetships Programme, Accelerated Māori Incomes, and the 

Indigenous Wāhine Leadership Wānanga. 

Te Puni Kōkiri and CEDAW 

8. Te Puni Kōkiri has had an ongoing role in New Zealand’s engagement with 

CEDAW. Working alongside Manatū Wāhine and other agencies, Te Puni 

Kōkiri has contributed policy advice, data, and analysis relating to the rights 

and wellbeing of wāhine Māori as part of New Zealand’s periodic reporting to 

the CEDAW Committee and supported consideration of recommendations 

relevant to wāhine Māori. 

9. Te Puni Kōkiri’s involvement has included the Committee’s Eighth Periodic 

Review in 2018, the Committee’s general discussion on the rights of 

Indigenous women and girls in 2021, and New Zealand’s Ninth Periodic Report 

submitted to CEDAW in 2023. In October 2024, Paula Rawiri also had the 

privilege of being a member of the delegation representing New Zealand for 

its examination before the Committee in Geneva. 

Wāhine Māori leadership in International Advocacy and Indigenous Intellectual 
Property Rights 

10.  In 2017, Te Puni Kōkiri led a project in partnership with the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade that resulted in the gifting of 43 purpose-made tukutuku 

panels to the United Nations Headquarters in New York. As part of that 

project, arrangements were made to ensure that the intellectual property 

rights associated with the taonga remained with the weavers and were not 

transferred to the United Nations. 

The role of Te Puni Kōkiri in monitoring agencies’ Treaty settlement commitments 

11. Responsibility for Te Haeata, the Treaty Settlement Portal, transferred to Te 

Puni Kōkiri in February 2025. The portal records settlement commitments and 

assists Te Puni Kōkiri to monitor Crown performance and hold responsible 

agencies to account. 




