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To the Honourable Judges, Waitangi Tribunal WELLINGTON

1, Daniel Tekikiri Toto, am full Maori and on behalf of my brother’s and sister’s and our decendants, ie
the beneficiaries of the Tekikiri Meroiti Haungurunguru Toangina Toto Whanau Trust [Toto Whanau
Trust] submit this claim to the Waitangi Tribunal, in order to be heard regarding all breaches of the
Crown towards my tupuna and as a consequence to myself and my tamariki and mokopuna.

1 would like to submit that the Crown has breached the Treaty of Waitangi in too many ways since
1840 up until 1 September 1992, The final breach within this time frame being the finalising of dates
to hear claims of breaches by the Crown prior to 1 September 1992. I submit also that the
consequences of these breaches continue to this day.

I hearby apply to the Waiatangi Tribunal, on behalf of myself, and our Trust, and all our tupuna,
tamariki me mokopuna, me whanau nui, hapu nui, iwi nui katoa for consideration of the following
claims.

Claim 1: Tino Rangatira tanga and the Imposition of Bureaucratic Process, decided for
and by Pakeha about Maori.

(1) Bureaucratic - Laws and infrastructure

As full Maori, children of a “tomo” marriage to cement land ties, we have minimal share holdings to
land we cannot live on, which are administered by people operating under pakeha institutions, and we
are displaced from our traditional tribal base, paying rent to new migrant land owners in the cities.

Since colonial government in Aotearoa began its bureaucratic process through to current times the
Crown has created structures to collect taxes, impose fines, fees and extra charges that have made
control of the land more and more difficult. The new pakeha infrastructures to oversee the land,
actually took control of the land away from whanau and hapu and iwi. Knowledge of how to access
rights to land was hidden under layers of process. Forcing us into a British structure and rendering
generations of land holders as simply a number with .00XX as a share ratio.

To know how to retain land and maintain land economically became a burden met by individualised
whanau members. Education through pakeha systems provided for individual skills to work for the
system to earn a pound / dollar to feed children. Whanau became trapped in the city without land,
paying rent to new migrant land owners. Access to land was denied by distance, economics, and
bureaucratic process. A few examples would be the innumerable laws passed such as the
Uneconomical Land Act 1952, among others that sought to impose new rules and structures on Maori.
Such as the creation of so named “maori” institutions such as the Maori Land Court, Native Affairs,
Maori Affairs, Tepuni Kokiri and other agencies which dealt with Maori in the pakeha and maori
communities. To be Maori and excercise Maori rights is more difficult than being Pakeha and
excercising rights as New Zealand Citizens.

This breached the promise of Tino Rangatiratanga in the Maori language Te Tiriti o Waitangi. It also is
a breach of the 2nd Article of the Treaty in that there was no “full, exclusive and undisturbed
possession of land” Ownership of land “collectively” was not protected, while individual title was
encouraged which breached the English version of the treaty.

(2) Using Confusion as a tool of control.

The imposition of infrastructure and by making land ownership complex, confusing and costly, the
creation of the bureaucratic process has placed the burden of proof of land ownership onto Maori,
thus indebting us, disenfranchising us, destroying our way of life.
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(3) Creation of Incoporations - leading to breakdown of whanau / hapu

The process of combining small uneconomical land holdings into Maori Incorporations has resulted in
the breakdown of communication among whanau, hapu, and iwi. Individual decendants are
disconnected from their land as process denies them the right to participate. Cementing the control of
lands in a the hands of a few. Paying lip service to the duty to consult.

Whakapapa had to be sought and was no longer freely given. The individual has to rely on
government records for whakapapa. As the succession process goes through two or more generations,
further individualising the shares, fragmenting the whanau and leaving each shareholder with a share
percentage too small to oblige clerks to contact them. Incorporations controlled by accountants,
believe their responsibility to contact all share holders is diluted as the share holders numbers
increase. In our case the accountant even suggested that the owners list was private knowledge and
you had to be a registered owner to see it. We had to learn the law to understand that the Owner's
list was public information.

(4) Denial of Language

The Crown has failed to provide Maori language studies for all bureaucrats resulting in problems with
spelling and pronunciation of names, this has led to too many variations of land title over 150 years.
Even today land titles remain lost or hidden through miscommunication and error in transcribing
names and titles. The Crown must be obliged to ensure the Land Court, IRD and other crown
agencies etc. have a full understanding of Maori names, pronunciation and spelling.

(5) Taking over of my history

All my life I have heard the comment that there are no full blooded maori left in New Zealand. This is
a consequence of 100 years of state education which misinformed our people, tangata whenua,
pakeha me tau iwi, of our history. My history has been tampered with and misrecorded. Even today
our “educated leaders” still come up with quips that ignore reality and perpetuate assimilation and
superior beliefs such as Maori are a dying breed.

CLAIM 2: WHENUA ABUSED BY CROWN ACTION / POLICY AND PRACTISE

(1) IHUMATAO / PUKAKI /

Using cannons against my people at Thumatao in the assault on the Manukau harbour.

The taking of the harbour for sewerage ponds in Thumatao, Mangere, resulting in the destruction of
our way of life - unable to access kai moana, pollution of swimming holes and caves, destructions of
wet lands and loss of bird life upsetting the ecosystem. Ongoing damage to the kauri petrified forest
in the harbour, dumping of fuel from airplanes, continual farming the ruins of the stonefields at
Thumatao. No compensation was ever offered.

(2) PYLONS AT PEPEPE
State owned enterprises used crown laws to build pylons on our land. We believe we should be paid
rent for this.

(3) TAUPIRI MAUNGA - URUPA

Damage to Taupiri hill from Railway line passing so close to the urupa and the old Marae is an insult to
mana of ou tupuna, particularly as it prevents safe access to the river and urupa. The railway crossing
itself is old and not maintained, the angle is dangerous and there are no lights or warnings to warn
when trains pass. The sound of the river and traffic can abscure the sound of the train making burial
of our whanau a dangerous business. Many lives have been put at risk. No pedestrian access is
provided from either the road or the railway bridges.

The Crown should ensure the railways authorities remove the dangerous railway crossing that makes
the access to the southern urupa so difficult.

The Railways should put in pedestrian access to the southern Urupa, which is the main part of the
Taupiri urupa and they or council should erect a retaining wall to protect the river below. We would
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like an apologisy for the insult caused to my ancestors in placing the railway at the foot of such a
sacred Maunga.

(5) Unable to access traditional caves (Waitomo) or hot springs at Wai Ngaro.

Using traditional wonders such as Waitomo Caves and Wai Ngaro springs as tourist attractions has
resulted in loss of land and access to resources. We join all claims relating to the protection and
standing as kaitiaki of these resources and wahi tapu.

(6) Waikato river polluted.

We join claims against the overuse of fertalisers and environmental degradation resuiting in the
pollution of this resource.

(7) Kawhia and Aotea Harbour,

This is ancestral food source, sacred landing place of the Tainui waka. My father's land has all but
disappeared. What is left is tied up in incorporations. We join claims against poliution and serious
environmental damage of these harbours, kai moana, and wai wera. We believe development must
involve full consultation, not representative consultation.

We wish the Tribunal to commission a researcher to report on all claims. Budget pending.

We ask for permission to ammend this claim, if necessary.

The Tribunal is advised that we have not yet commissioned a legal representative.

We wish the claim to be heard at Thumatao Marae, Auckland.

We believe all interested people, parties and organisations should be notified of this claim.
Contact us care of the following address: 31 Kiwi Road, Taihape 4720. Phone 06 388 1953

Date: 20 August 2008

Claimant: Daniel T Toto
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