Wai 898, #2.1.67

Wai 1073, #2.1
WAITANGI TRIBUNAL
CONCERNING the Treaty of Waitangi . Act
1975
AND a claim by Chris Ngataierua

relating to the alienation of
land contained in the
Waimarino and Ruapehu
blocks

MEMORANDUM-DIRECTIONS OF TRIBUNAL

~ The Registrar will please enter this matter on the Register of claims and give it
the next available Wai number. The Reglster should note that the claim was
received on the 14 January 2003.

The claim is lodged by Chris Ngataierua on behalf of Ngati Kowhaikura. The
claim concerns the alienation of land within the Waimarino and Ruapehu
blocks and, in particular, the refusal by the Crown to grant rehearings to

- tipuna of the claimants in respect of titles awarded to other parties for the land
concerned.

The claimant has not specified what relief they are seeking but will be
required to do so in an amended statement of claim. To the extent, if at all,
that the claimant is seeking the return of land which is private land (as defined
by section 2 of the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975), the Tribunal notes that,
under section 6(4A) of the same Act, it is prevented from recommending the
return to Maori ownership of any private land or the acquisition by the Crown
of any private land. This restriction, however, is qualified by the resumption
provisions of the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 (see sections 8A to 8HJ of the
Act).

The claim will be heard with other claims with which it overlaps and should be
consolidated with Wai 903, the combined record of inquiry for the Whanganui
claims. The claim also relates to the Whanganui/Taupo overlap district and
~will be required to participate in those proceedings. The claimants have
sought research assistance from the Tribunal and, more specifically,
requested that the Tribunal commission a researcher to report on the claim.
In this regard the claimants should note that the Waimarino block is already
the subject of two major research reports by Cathy Marr and Peter Clayworth
and is also covered in other major reports. The Ruapehu block has been
covered in the Tongariro National Park report that has recently been
. circulated to the parties. It is therefore unlikely that any further specific
research will be required for this claim. The claimants and/or their counsel
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are encouraged to attend upcoming National Park subdistrict and Whanganunl
research planning hui which will take place in early September. Details of
these will follow by direction.

In respect of legal assistance, the claimant is advised that they may apply to
the Legal Services Agency for the provision of legal aid for claims to the
Waitangi Tribunal.

As the claim falls within the Whanganui Rangahaua Whanui district, the
Registrar is asked to send to the claimant a copy of the report commissioned
by the Tribunal on this district. The Registrar is further directed to send to the
claimant copies of all Tribunal directions relating to the mqwry since the
Presiding Officer was appointed.

The claimant will be required to further particularise the statement of claim at
a later stage and before the Tribunal inquires into the claim any further.

The Registrar is to send a copy of this direction to the claimant and to give
notice of the claim to:

Crown Law Office

Office of Treaty Settlements

Maori Land Information Office

Crown Forestry Rental Trust

All those on the notification list for:

Wai 903 Combined Record of inquiry for the Whanganui claims
Wai 951 Record of inquiry for the Taupo (CNI) claims

DATED at Wellington thls SWA day of August 2003

Judge C M Wainwright
Presiding Officer
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