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CONCERNING the Treaty of Waitangi Act
1975
AND a claim by John Rameka

Alexander and others relating
to land in the Bay of Islands
area

MEMORANDUM-DIRECTIONS BY DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON

The Registrar will please enter this matter on the Register of claims and give it the
next available wai number. The Register should note that the claim was received on
15 February 2000.

The claim concerns the area of land bounded by Takou Bay to the north, Puketona
Junction to the South, and inland to State Highway 10, the area also includes the
Waitangi River.

Firstly, the claimants claim that they have been prejudicially affected by the failure of
Crown land agents to conduct land transactions in a fair and equal manner, consistent
with Lord Normanby’s instructions. The claimants claim that as a consequence of the
unfair land transactions, Maori were rendered virtually landless, and further, that
where they retained land, they were denied their right to exercise tino rangatiratanga
over their lands, forests, and, resources.

The claimants also claim that they have been prejudicially affected by the actions of
Crown agents, specifically Maori Land Boards, and the Native Land Court, in
continuing the facilitation of the alienation of Maori land, and in particular, the failure
to provide adequate reserves. The claimants claim that where reserves were set aside,
the Crown failed to administer the reserves in a manner that protected them from
alienation and encroachment. The claimants claim that all these matters are contrary
to the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi.

The claimants are seeking a variety of relief including compensation and the
legislative enshrinement of Maori customs and practices in relation to water bodies
and environs and the protection of wahi tapu. To the extent, if at all, that the
claimants are seeking the return of land which is private land (as defined by section 2
of the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975), the Tribunal notes that, under section 6(4A) of
the same Act, it is prevented from recommending the return to Maori ownership of
any private land or the acquisition by the Crown of any private land. This restriction,
however, is qualified by the resumption provisions of the Treaty of Waitangi Act
1975 (see sections 8A to 8HJ of the Act).

The claim requires research to be completed before it can go to hearing and will be
heard with other Taitokerau claims with which it overlaps. At a later stage, this claim
may be aggregated with claims which will form part of the Bay of Islands inquiry.
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The claimant may amend the claim at a later stage. In any case, before the claim can
advance to hearing, the Tribunal will require an amended statement of claim that fully
particularises the claim in terms of section 6 of the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975.

The Registrar is to send a copy of this direction to the claimants and to give notice of

the claim to:

Crown Law Office

Office of Treaty Settlements
Maori Land Information Office
Crown Forestry Rental Trust
Claimant/counsel for:

Wai 49

Wai 109
Wai 111
Wai 120
Wai 246
Wai 251
Wai 354
Wai 421
Wai 466
Wai 492
Wai 510
Wai 513
Wai 515
Wai 517
Wai 520
Wai 549
Wai 654
Wai 682
Wai 774

Taumarere River and Te Moana O Pikopiko-I-Whiti claim
Raurangi Lands claim

Te Raupo Railway Lands claim

Opua Lands and Waterways claim

Puhipuhi State Forest claim

Te Rawhiti 3B2 Investigating Trust claim

Tai Tokerau Land claim

Puketotara Block claim

Kerikeri Inlet Islands claim

Kororipo Pa claim

Taitokerau/Northland Conservancy Plan claim
Proposed Regional Coastal Plan (Northland) claim
Taitokerau/Northland Conservancy Plan claim (No.2)
Northland Regional Coastal Plan claim

Kerikeri Lands claim

Ngapuhi Land and Resources claim

Ngati Rahiri Rohe claim

Ngati Hine Lands, Forests and Resources claim
Waitangi Lands and Resources claim

Tai Tokerau Maori Trust Board
Te Runanga A Iwi O Ngapuhi
Far North District Council
Northland Regional Council
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