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WAITANGI TRIBUNAL

- PR

CONCERNING the Treaty of Waitangi Act

1975
AND a claim by Timi Tahana

Watene and others relating
to alienation of Te Tao-u
lands in Auckland

MEMORANDUM-DIRECTIONS OF TRIBUNAL

The Registrar will please enter this matter on the register of claims and give it
the next available Wai number. The register should note that the claim was
received on 22 January 2004.

The claim is lodged by Timi Tahana Watene, George Dean Arepa Watene
and Norman Winiata Morehu Watene on behalf of themselves and the tribe
Te Tao-u. The statement of claim concerns lands in the Auckland area,
including Central Auckland, South and East Auckland, the ports of Auckland,
Manukau, Waitakere, Orakei, Kohimarama, Papakura Army Base, Whenuapai
Air Base, Hobsinville Air Base (sic), Queen Street, Takapuna, Railyards,
Auckland Airport and waterways, foreshores and seabeds.

The claimants allege that their tipuna were the original grantee owners of
these lands which were subsequently taken by the Crown. They list a number
of purposes for which land was taken along with a number of statutes by
which land was taken.

The claim is likely to be heard with other claims with which it overlaps. In due
course, the Tribunal will convene conferences to deal with research planning
and other preliminary matters in the various inquiry districts in which it will be
heard. The claimants will have the opportunity to attend and be involved in
those conferences. However, it should be noted that the Tribunal has already
completed its inquiry into Kaipara claims. The Tribunal will not inquire into
those claims again, unless it can be persuaded that there are compelling
reasons for doing so.

The claimants seek the return of lands and resources to Te Tao-u ownership.
To the extent, if at all, that they are seeking the return of land that is private
land (as defined by section 2 of the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975), the Tribunal
notes that, under section 6(4A) of the same Act, it is prevented from
recommending the return to Maori ownership of any private land or the
acquisition by the Crown of any private land. This restriction, however, is
qualified by the resumption provisions of the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 (see
sections 8A to 8HJ of the Act).
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In respect of legal assistance the claimants are advised that they may apply to
the Legal Services Agency for the provision of legal aid for presenting a claim
to the Waitangi Tribunal.

The claimants may amend the claim at a later stage, if necessary. In any
event, they will be required to submit a fully particularised statement of claim
before the claim can be heard.

The Registrar is to send a copy of this direction to the claimant representative
and to give notice of the claim to:

Crown Law Office

Office of Treaty Settlements

Te Puni Kokiri

Legal Services Agency

Maori Land Information Office

Crown Forestry Rental Trust

Auckland Regional Council

Auckland City Council

All those on the notification list for:
Wai 406 Combined Record of Inquiry for Auckland-South Auckland claims
Wai 674 Combined Record of Inquiry for the Kaipara claims

DATED at Wellington this S r/él/ay of February 2004
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Chief Judge J V Williams
Chairperson
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