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Tena koe 

1 I Te Aroha Ann WAITAI and others, 

FOR ourselves the TAMAUPOKO iwi of which we are members, 

CLAIM to have been prejudicially affected by the fact of the 
Crown having acquired the mountain known as RUAPEHU 

from Te HeuHeu Tukino IV, of the Tuwharetoa iwi. 

Since time immemorial RUAPEHU has been the taonga and tipuna 
of the TAMAUPOKO and other WHANGANUI iwi. The truth of this 
fact is widely attested to by other tribes, by the fact of 
tradition and waiata and by the fact that burial caves overlooking 
the crater lake served as the repo~itory for our d~. 

Inseptember 1887, fearful that the Pakeha would take possession 
of the three mountains, Te HeuHeu Tukino IV of the Tuwharetoa 
iwi, arranged for the Crown to acquire the peaks of Tongariro, 
Ngauruhoe and Ruapehu. Unfortunely Ruapehu was not his to 
dispose of. 

Thereafter by a process of acquisition the land adjoining the 
peaks of the three mountains was acquired and in the late 19th 
century became a major part of the Tongariro National Park. 

At all times before during and after those transactions the Crown 
chose to ignore any claims of the Whanganui people. 

WE THEREFORE CLAIM that these ffiatters were and remain inconsistent 
with the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi. 

THE TRIBUNAL is asked to recommend as follows; 

(a) That the peak of RUAPEHU as originally acquired by the 
Crown from Te HeuHeu Tukino IV be returned to the possession 
of the TAMAUPOKO iwi. 

(b) That all other areas of RUAPEHU which now form part of the 
Tongariro National Park, be returned to the possession of the 
TAMAUPOKO iwi. 
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(c) That the Crown make any other reparation or pay such 
compensation as the Tribunal considers reasonable. 

3 THE TRIBUNAL is asked to commission a researcher to report on 
this claim before any hearing. 

4 THE TRIBUNAL is asked to appoint a researcher to assist us in the 
preparation of our claim 

5 THE TRIBUNAL is asked to give urgent attention to the taking of 

6 

evidence available from the elders of of the Whanganui 
people who are able to attest to the truth of this claim, 
before their evidence is lost with the passage of time. 

THE TRIBUNAL is asked to appoint a lawyer to assist us in the 
preparation of our claim and to assist us at the hearing. 

7 THE TRIBUNAL is asked to hear the claim at MAUNGARONGO MARAE, Ohakune. 

PERSONS affected by this claim and who should have notice of it arei 

(a) The Department of Conservation. 

(b) The Tuwharetoa Trust Board. 

NOTICES to the claimant should be sent to Te Aroha Ann WAITAI, of 
7 Pokohiwi Road, Normandale, Lower Hutt. 

. 7,~-. Waj~-0-
Slgned ........ ' ............... . 

Date 


