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Introduction

1. My name is Nelly Rikiao Whitiora (nee Williams).

2. | am of Ngaati Mahuta and Ngaati Hikairo descent and married Tumate
Whitiora who was also of Ngaati Mahuta descent. Tumate passed away in

2011.

3. | was born in Kaawhia in 1937 but moved to Tahaaroa around 1978. | have
lived in Tahaaroa ever since. | have eleven children, six of whom work

permanently or casually in Tahaaroa.

4, In my time at Tahaaroa | have seen a number of changes, some for the good

and some for the bad. My evidence will concentrate on the following:

(a) Kaua e tuku i nga whenua;

(b) Reliance on NZ Steel;

(c) Lack of protection of our waahi tapu; and

(d) Lack of protection of our moana.

Kaua e tuku i nga whenua

5. We have a tikanga that is well known amongst Ngaati Mahuta at Tahaaroa,
namely that we do not sell our whenua to outsiders. Ngaati Mahuta want to
keep the land within and for Ngaati Mahuta. We want to keep it in the
whaanau. The tuupuna were prepared to do all sorts of things to ensure
outsiders would not get the land, like marrying within the family. Basically,

our tikanga dictates that the lands should stay within the bloodline.

6. It is my understanding that this has been the way ever since Kiwi was sent to
Tahaaroa by Te Wherowhero, and that it continues to this day. This tikanga
was further instilled in our people from the time when Tawhiao told our

people not to let the Paakehaa take our land.

7. We have a saying amongst Ngaati Mahuta; “Kaua e tuku i nga whenua”. This

loosely translates to “Don’t let it go out of our hands”. On the whole, we
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10.

have maintained this tikanga and, it is for this reason | believe that Ngaati

Mahuta have maintained a strong hold in Tahaaroa to this day.

But this has not been an easy tikanga to uphold. As | understand it, we have
lost lands through Crown takings and/or acquisitions, even though our
people were staunch that they would not let our lands be taken or sold. For
instance, | understand that the main road coming into Tahaaroa was taken
under the Public Works Act without any consultation with the owners at the

time.

| suppose keeping our land may be seen as a success, but holding the land is
one thing; developing it or being in control of it is another. Tahaaroa is very

isolated and the land consists of very tough terrain.

Because of our isolation and hilly whenua, our takutai moana has always
been and will always be very significant for Ngaati Mahuta, in relation to our
past, present and future, because | see great opportunities here for our

people.

Reliance on NZ Steel

11.

12.

13.

14.

NZ Steel are a major employer of our whaanau at Tahaaroa. Over the years
they have employed many whaanau members, including my husband, who
was part of the shore crew. Amongst other things he used to work with the

support crew on the bulldozers. He would work long hours.

NZ Steel would alsotrain and offer apprenticeships for our whaanau. Some
of the whaanau have gone on and completed their apprenticeships with the

help of NZ Steel.

Despite all of this, | have concerns if NZ Steel were to pick up and leave the
area tomorrow. This would have a huge impact on the Ngaati Mahuta
whanau. We are heavily reliant upon NZ Steel for the employment and
training opportunities they provide at Tahaaroa. We have nothing else there

(except maybe farming).

In my view we should not be reliant on one large company to provide for the

future of our hapuu. Other opportunities should be made available to us to
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guide our own destiny such as fisheries and paua farming, but these have not

been made available as realistic options.

15. | believe the Crown has a role to play in helping our people gain more

sustainable employment at isolated places like Tahaaroa.

Lack of Protection of our Waahi Tapu

16. Our waahi tapu are particularly important to us and, in my view, the Crown
has a duty to ensure our waahi tapu are protected. However, as far as | am
aware this does not happen. In the past, relationships with external parties
have meant that we have been able to protect our waahi tapu however, we
have found that over time, as relationships change, our ability to provide
sufficient protection has also changed. Regardless of these changes we
should be consulted as tangata whenua and our waahi tapu should have

guaranteed protection.

17. For instance, in the beginning, the relationship with NZ Steel was a positive
one. NZ Steel would regularly consult with Ngaati Mahuta kaumatua over
matters such as proposed digging sites which may involve waahi tapu. As
well as this, the people in charge of NZ Steel were originally very
approachable. There was a real sense of respect and partnership between

Ngaati Mahuta and the company.

18. Over time however, this has changed to the point where NZ Steel no longer
consult with Ngaati Mahuta. Sometimes NZ Steel proceed with digging
without any attempt to consult with us about potential waahi tapu areas.

The sense of partnership we had with NZ Steel has faded away.

19. As well as this, there are no longer people in charge who are easily
approachable and NZ Steel simply do as they please. As a result, we are no
longer consulted when it comes to matters of waahi tapu or any other
matters that affect our whenua and takutai moana. As a result, in some
instances waahi tapu and urupaa are disturbed through the actions of NZ
Steel and their lack of knowledge of or appreciation for our sites of

significance.
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20.

21.

We, as Ngaati Mahuta, feel powerless to do anything when these situations
occur. To me this undermines our Ngaati Mahuta mana, particularly in

respect of our waahi tapu.

| think the Crown has a role to play to ensure that regardless of the changes
to external parties (such as the management of NZ Steel) there is a consistent

obligation upon them to:

(a) Consult with us as tangata whenua when it comes to matters

involving our waahi tapu; and

(b) Ensure the protection of our waahi tapu.

Lack of Protection of our Moana

22.

23.

24.

Another issue which angers me is when outsiders come in and rape our
beaches of kaimoana, eg. taking kina and paua. Once upon a time, Ngaati
Mahuta had complete control over how much kaimoana was taken. If you
took too much home, you had to give your neighbours some. These days,
Ngaati Mahuta have no control over matters like this. | believe the taking of

our kaimoana is getting worse.

By way of an example, it is not uncommon for boats to come from Kaawhia
and elsewhere and fish in our traditional waters. There was one example
when a helicopter was seen landing on Kaiate (Flat Rock) at Waioioi Beach
and Paakehaa were seen diving. My husband, who had been hunting and
was on top of a hill, saw them land and get into the water and stayed until
they re-surfaced. They had bags of shellfish with them when they came back
up. My husband could do nothing about it. This makes me angry; we are left

as bystanders in our own rohe, helpless to do anything about it.

Having control over our takutai moana is very important to me as a Ngaati
Mahuta kuia. We are a coastal, sea-faring people. We have responsibilities
to and for the sea and all that is in it; it is a taonga to us. We have
responsibilities to protect it and to ensure that we can keep it healthy for the

other hapuu and iwi who also use it, and have done so since the old times.
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25.

Whatever outcome there is to be from our claims before the Waitangi
Tribunal, | would hope that we can regain our mana, relationship and control

over our takutai moana, as it is a significant part of who we are.

Future Aspirations for Ngaati Mahuta

26.

27.

28.

Naa

The Crown has a responsibility to guarantee our tino rangatiratanga
however, over the years the Crown has taken our control away from us. |
wish for Ngaati Mahuta to again have complete control over our destiny, in
particular to have control over our whenua in Tahaaroa, including the lakes,

kaimoana and takutai moana.

A lot of people depend on our kaumatua and | wish for our young people to
be more involved with and to work alongside our kaumatua to ensure they
shape their future. | think they would benefit from working with our
kaumatua so that they can learn about and understand the reasons behind

the decisions our kaumatua make.

Our young people are more in touch with the modern world than we are and
they have some really good ideas. With guidance and direction from our
kaumatua, | think the young people would succeed in this modern world.

The only thing missing is their tino rangatiratanga.

Nellie Whitiora
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