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May it please the Tribunal, 

1. I have been instructed to place the following on the Record of Inquiry for Te Paparahi 0 Te 

Raki. 

2. That at the close of the day on 20 March 2013 the following incidents happened, taking 

counsel by surprise: 

Moana Tuwhare: 

a. That my learned colleague Moana Tuwhare objected to my client appearing before this 

Tribunal on the following grounds; that: 

i. Mrs Harawira has not filed any papers. 

ii. There is no time available for her on the time timetable. 

iii. Lawyers, Kotahitanga and Marae Trustees object to her presenting. 

Kotahitanga Executive: 

b. That Willow Jean Prime, Nora Rameka, Pat Tauroa, Hine Puru, Moana Tuwhare, and Co­

Chair Rudy Taylor invited one of my Whaea to an "urgent" Kotahitanga hui at afternoon 

tea time at the road side end of the Marquee, and was given a copy of my submission to 

this Tribunal 

i. When my Whaea asked what the hui was about, she was told "We don't want 

Titwhai presenting. We want to stop her presenting". 

ii. Counsel was informed of this at approximately 8:45pm lastnight, 20 March 2013 

Tresspass Notice: 

c. That the daughter of my client, Ms Hinewhare Harawira and her partner Waireti Paul 

were served trespass notices on 20 March 2013, at approximately 5:15pm 

i. This is totally unconstitutional and contrary to the Bill of Rights Act. 

ii. Every person can attend a hearing unless the Judge says otherwise, not the 

Marae Trustees 

d. It is noted that Senior Counsel approached the Chair personally and was able to speak to 

his ear, whilst sitting on the morning of 20 March 2013 

3. In reply to all the above matters concerning my client. 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

Moana Tuwhare's client Mr Ron Wihongi did not file papers and gave his evidence 

orally. 

Moana Tuwhare, selected lawyers on the Coordinating Counsel Committee and the 

Executive of Kotahitanga are responsible for the timetable. 

The timetable had been officially fi~~~l~e Tf~~~,1 showing a spare hour on 

Friday morning, which was the time requeste~ 



iv. Counsel had sent a memorandum outlining what my clients intentions were before I 

sent my submission to the Tribunal on Monday 18 March 2013. They were all on 

notice. 

v. Counsel has been present throughout Monday and Wednesday at these Hearings. 

Not one of the people mentioned as objecting has approached me about their 

concerns or the time I proposed my client should speak. Not Moana, Willow Jean, 

Rudy Taylor, Pita Tipene, Patu Tauroa, Nora Rameka or others. 

vi. It is most unprofessional conduct for counsel to attempt to interfere with evidence 

of another Counsel's client in this manner. 

vii. Marae Trustees, the Executive of Kotahitanga and the lawyers opposing my client 

presenting are representing the politics of this Marae Waitangi as on 6 February 

2013. 

viii. It's not helpful for the Tribunal process to be used to accommodate personalities 

pushing the politics on this Marae. 

4. Friday Hearing Day 

a. Friday 22 March 2013 was set aside as a hearing date for this claim and others to be 

heard. There is a special fixture set down for hearing in the Maori Land Court of 

Whangarei for an application concerning the Ngati Hine Forestry Trust. 

b. This application involves principally Pita Tipene as the Chair of Ngati Hine Forestry, as 

well as the Co - Chair of Kotahitanga and others who approached the Whaea 

c. Application was made on the 20th March 2013 before all of us who were present, for the 

Tribunal to continue hearing on 22 March 2013 so that further Ngapuhi korero/ evidence 

maybe heard. 

d. Has there been an approach to the Tribunal from the parties involved in the Ngati Hine 

Forestry Trust application to the Maori Land Court for the Tribunal not to continue its 

hearing on 22 March 2013 as originally scheduled. 

5. For the Record: 

i. The business of the Coordinating Counsel Committee is unethical. Lawyers should not be 

in the business of allocating the timetabling unless it is a shared mahi tahi of ALL lawyers 

involved in a case. This is the job of the Registrar. 

ii. There could be a huge conflict of interest in the manipulating of time allocation. 

iii. Counsel submits that the Coordinating Counsel Committee be disbanded and the 

Registrar is responsible for his own work. He is suitably qualified. 



Opening Submission 

Due to the circumstances arising from and surrounding my client, counsel respectfully request my 

client be given time to commune with other kuia and Kaumatua where they can determine what 

course of action or pathway they prefer. 

At that point opening submissions will be presented. 

In the meantime, Sir, my client is present and ready to proceed. 

Kia ora, 

Mere Mangu 




