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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

 

Introduction 

 

E tu ana ahau 

ki te korero mo te Kingitanga 

i roto i a Ngaati Mahuta 

 

Te kaupapa nei 

Ko Te Maika… 

Te Whenua i tukuna iho  

e te Iwi ki te Kingitanga 

 

Naaa…. na te rangatira….. 

Na TUMATE MAHUTA – i homai 

tenei tohu rangatira rawa ki ahau…. 

Araa… ki a maatou katoa –  

Me kii – nga kai-tiaki o Te Maika. 

 

No reira… “Moe mai e te Rangatira” 

He mai-mai aroha tenei ki a koe. 

 

Ko Morris Tuaupiki ahau 

Na tooku tuahine - na Connie Hepi –  

i whaka-maarama o maatou here 



ki Ngaati Mahuta. 

 

Heoi mo tera. 

Na….. 

Ooku korero ki a koutou i tenei rangi 

i rongo a-taringa ahau…. 

Kaore na te puka-puka. 

 

Na….. ka hoki ki te kaupapa nei 

Nga whenua i Te Maika… 

i raro i te Kingitana 

 

 

Ngati Mahuta and their relationship to Te Maika 

 

1. When the Waka o Tainui first entered the Kawhia Harbour, Hoturoa landed 

the waka at Te Maika. He then climbed to the top of a hill and surveyed the 

Moana o Kawhia. He set up his Tuahu there and while he was there he did a 

Karakia (Ki nga Atua kai Tiaki).  

 

2. When the time was right (ma te wa), Hoturoa and his people crossed over the 

Kawhia Moana by waka to a place called Hikuparea. This is a significant 

(tohu) landmark as well as an urupa. It is used when navigating through the 

Kawhia harbour. Hoturoa stayed there. Later…carrying on to Kawhia  



and landing at Tangi Te Korowhiti (the Pohutukawa tree), near Maketu and 

close to Paringatai. 

 

3. It is here at Maketu, where the waka is buried (Te Tumu o Tainui). It is 

marked by the two rocks named Hani and Puna.  

Above these rocks, on top of the hill is Ahurei  – Hoturoa’s Tuahu. It was here 

that a Whare wananaga was established,  

a school of learning for Tainui people. 

 

4. Tainui people lived on the land around Kawhia, and as the number of people 

and families increased they separated into different hapu and iwi and settled in 

different areas on the outskirts of Kawhia and towards the inland, as Tom 

Moke said in his evidence earlier this week. 

 

5. Te Rauparaha and Ngati Toa, who occupied these areas, had numerous battles 

with Ngati Mahuta and other tribes, which resulted in Ngati Toa moving south 

to Te Tahaaroa, until the battle at Te Karaka took place, where Ngati Toa were 

again defeated and moved further south. 

 

 

6. Ngati Mahuta then took back their land at Te Maika and Tahaaroa. Later they 

put this claim including the land, foreshore and Tai Ao through the Maori 

Land Court. The land was then registered under the mana of Ngati Mahuta.  

 



7. Potatau, who occupied the areas of land around Te Maika, Tahaaroa and 

Kawhia, later returned to the Waikato, leaving Poaka Kiwi as Kaitiaki of Te 

Maika, Tahaaroa and Maketu. 

 
8. That’s when Kiwi Roto, a chief of Ngati Mahuta, and his hapu occupied 

Maketu and across to Te Maika and Tahaaroa. 

 

Te Maika - Failure as a Native Township 

 

9. Later in time the Government began planning a township for Te Maika, without 

any consultation. The ancestors living in Tahaaroa did not want the Crown to 

come into Te Maika, so they called a hui at Waipapa to discuss the matter. From 

that hui it was agreed that Te Maika be gifted to the Kingitanga, in order to 

protect it from the Crown. 

 

10. The Kingitanga from that point onwards were believed to be the holders of the 

land. Our Tupunas said the Kingitanga ownership is valid because it was a gift by 

them. However, the Crown ignored this gifting and took control of the land 

through the Native Townships Act, against the will of the people of Te Maika. To 

this day the Crown will not relinquish their takeover.  

Today there are those areas of Te Maika that are still to be settled for total Mana 

Whenua to the Kingitanga. 

 

Gifting of the land 



 

11. When the gifting occurred the Kingitanga allowed the people living there to 

utilise the land in the way they wished. This included the planting of gardens 

and farming. Eventually Tom Scott leased the land on Te Maika as well as 

Tahaaroa and Albatross Point and used it to farm stock. Our tupuna did not tell 

us how this lease was granted. The same goes for Mr and Mrs Gibbons who 

took over the lease after Tom Scott. Mrs Gibbons was of great assistance to 

the people of Te Maika. After the loss of her husband, Mrs Gibbons left Te 

Maika. 

 

12. Later, Te Maika came up for tender, allowing the locals to apply. Tom Rewi 

Wetini succeeded in securing the lease. Later in years it was passed to his son 

Bill Rewi Weteini. Eventually it was returned back to the Kingitanga (King 

Koroki) and Queen Te Atarangi Kaahu, and managed by the Te Maika Trust. 

 

13. In the late 1980’s, Tumate Mahuta, the Queen’s uncle came to Te Maika, and 

the Te Maika trust was set up to restore the area. 

 

14. Ko Te Tumanako, we will fulfil the hopes and aspirations of our Māori  Queen 

Te Atairangikaahu. 

 

Change of Councils 

15. During that time, the Kawhia County Council changed to the Waitomo County 

Council. 



 

16. By 1956 Kawhia County Council was in strife and got divided between the 

Otorohonga County Council and Waitomo County Council. Te Maika was 

handed to Waitomo County Council, but they decided that there were too 

many problems with Te Maika and put it into the ‘too hard basket’. 

 

17. One of the problems is the failed Native Township, which resulted in houses 

being built on the road along the foreshore, with no consultation with the 

Kingitanga. Rather the council consulted with the people who wanted to build 

baches on the land. 

School 

18. The Te Maika School was opened in approximately 1959. A section was 

allocated for a schoolhouse. When the School wound down, the Ministry of 

Education sold the schoolhouse section to a Mr Ron Mayhead. The land 

should have been returned to the actual beneficial owners, as it was no longer 

required for the purpose for which it was taken. 

 

Wahi Tapu 

19. Parawai Urupa is a very large cemetery near the south of Te Maika where the 

following chiefs are buried: 

(a)     The Chief Kauahi;  

(b) Hohepa Te Para and others; 

(c)     The Chief Neanea; 

(d) Nguru and others of Kiriwai; 



(e)    Te Kanawa of Waikato and Kaatu and others; and 

(f) Te Puhi Paeturi and family members. 

 

20. Totara Point is Te Rauparaha’s pa site. 

 

21. Muri Whenua he ana Tawhito na Hoturoa. Kei reira nga Tupuna e moe ana o 

te waka o Tainui. 

 

22. Along from Parawai urupa, a Puriri tree was planted indicating te pou whenua 

o Potatau.The tree is still there today. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Hei whaka mutunga mooku ka hoki ahau. 

Ki te reo rangatira. 

 

Te Timatanga mo te korero nei.  

Me kiatu ahau kia koutou. 

 

I heke mai nga korero nei a-Taringa 

kei etehi o Akou kupu e korero nei e hau  

he moemoea he wawata “pea”. 

 

I Te mea ko te whakaro i puta mai i ahau…. “ouoe Hoki!”  

i Haere ahau i runga i te ara Tapu-wai i Taka-Taka-hia e o Tatou Tupuna. 



 

Na ratou i whaka takoto te koupapanei. 

 

Ko te moemoea a te rangatira nei a Tumate Mahuta (me aa Te Atairangaikahu) kia 

whaka hokia mai  nga whenua katoa i raupatungia. 

Tenei whaka-aaro i totoko tia e Te Atairangikahu.  

te wa i ora ana ia. 

 

Dated 7 March 2013  

 

Morris Tuaupiki 

 

 

 




