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THE NATIVE MINISTER AT OTOROHANGA.

[by our special reporter.]
Kihikihi January 26.

This Hon. J. Ballance and party arrived

at Te Awamutu by early tram to-day,

where they were joined by Rewi Ngaitimaniapoto,
Inspector Kiely, Messrs Wilkinson,
Hursthouse and others, and left

by special train at 9 15 for Otorohanga/a
distance of 14 miles, where they arrived

at 10 a.m. A few natives were awaiting
them, and Mr Ballance was asked by

Mr Ormsby, Chairman of the Native
Committe, to remain until to-mottrow,
Thursday, when the natives would come in,
this Mr Ballance could not do, as he has

to be in Auckland by early train tomortrow,
Thursday. Some natives and

others interested, then undertook to get

as many of the principal natives together

as possible to meet the Native

Minister at 12 o'clock. Messts

Walton and Teasdale representing

the town board of Te Awamutu interviewed
the Minister while at Otorohanga,

on certain matters., One, the control of

the domain board, some IS acres, asking
for assistance in getting the same into a

fit condition to let. Mr Ballance recommended
thern to lease the land in small

lots on improving leases as Was done by
the domain board at Hamilton. Mr Walton
referred to certain Government lots
situated near buildings which were

covered with furze and endangered the
buildings. He would like to know if the



Government would let these lots be
utilised, and the purchasers or lessees
made to clear them. Mr Ballance said

the Government would undertake to
clear the furze if it could be shown

that it was dangerous Mr Walton

asked that several scattered reserves
might be vested in the Puniu Domain
Board, Mr Ballance saw no objection.
The deputation referred to the probable
request that would be made at Kihikihi
for a bridge. It pointed out that the

spot now proposed for a bridge was that
refused by Kihikihi when they were
offered it before, and that -if there was
money for a bridge Te Awamutu had the
first claim to it,

After lunch, which was provided by

Mr R. Land at the residence of Mr Hursthouse,
an adjournment was made to the

Public Hall, where a large, number of
natives were in waiting. Amongst those
present were Wahanui, Taonui, Witaaro
Kahu, Te Kerechama Kaupokokia, attd
the Messrs J. and A. Ormsby, together
with a number of Europeans. On arriving
at the door of the hall, Mr Ballance

was warmly welcomed by the wife of
Wahanui. Mr Ballance took a seat on

the platform, accompanied by Mr G, T
Wilkinson, Native Agent, who acted as
interpreter.

M;r J. Ormsby welcomed the Minister
according to native custom, and said
there were a number of matters they
wished to bring before him, some of them
of great importance to the Government,
but all of great importance to the natives.



He first referred to the sub-division of

the Rohepotai block. The natives con51dered
that now the block had passed

through the Land Court the next thing
was to have it sub-divided, first amongst
the tribes and then amongst the hapus,
and when the court sat again on the 3rd
March he hoped the matter would

be commenced. With regard to

the judge who held the court,

(Major Mair) the natives, of all the tribes
concerned, had given him great praise for
the manner in which he had done the
work, not only those who got awards, but
counter-claimants also, and the same remark
would apply to the assessor also.

They were anxious that the' same judge
and- assessor should be appointed to
determine the sub-divisions. The next
matter was that the natives and Mr

Bryce had agreed that the price to be
paid for the survey was to be £1600

for the whole block, but the

survey of Taupo had been done
separately, and the natives did not now
consider they were called upon to pay the
money. With request to the Native

Land Administration Act of last session
be said that the bill circulated amongst
the natives met their views, but the Act

as passed was very different from tire

bill, the part they most objected to, was
that, in which the Government took to
Itself the " mana " over the sale of land,
and the provision to which they took exetion
was the permission given to lawyors

to plead in the court, they could not see
the reason or the justice for this provision.



Not only the natives but many
Europeans had noticed how much better
the business had been conducted when
lawyers were not-present, and the fact
had been prominently brought forward
at the court; recently held in that hill.

It might be answered that lawyers would
only be admitted under certain circumstances,
but he was satisfied that if they

ouce got the right to enter, they

would get in.

Mr Ballance said Mr Ormsby was

clearly referring to the Native Land
Court Acts.

Mr Ormsby said he was aware of the
fact, but thought some alteration was
necessary. With regard to the question
of native land sales, this matter was
brought before the Minister at the Kopua
some time ago. They were most desirous
that the settling should be prohibited
until the titles had been individualised.
They considered it to be very difficult to
carry out the provisions of the Native
Land Administration Act, because, although a committee and
commissioners

had been provided for, the Government
still retained the power to purchase land.
The Government might not have anticipated
the trouble that might crop up,

but the natives did. If the matter were
left until each title was ascertained
everyone could do what he wished with
his own. There were many other

things he desired to speak about, but

it would take too long, They had

spoken and written to the Government
about the many evils likely to occur in



connection with the railway line, because

details had not been arranged before the

line was commenced. Hence trouble

had arisen between the natives and the
contractors. The Government had not

told the natives what payment would be

made for the land taken outside the one

chain line. Again, the contractors went

outside the line and took timber without
arranging for its payment. A schedule

of prices had been fixed by the Committee,

but the contractors ignored it. He

would ask the Minister to give this his

serious consideration. Again, when the
permissson of the natives was asked to

make the line, the Government promised

that certain portions of the line should be
constructed by them. T'wo sections had

been made, upon which native contracts

were let, but a third was now advertised,

with no such provision. They wanted the

road from Kopua to the Okorehe station,
formed to enable them to get to the railway. |
In answer to Mr Ballance, Mr Hursthouse said the distance was
about six miles.

He also wished an approach road to be made to the school at
Kopua,

which the natives desired to see made a boarding school. He
pointed out

that reserves had been given in different

parts of Waikato for educational purposes

out of which the funds should come,

but the revenues had been diverted.

Mr Ballance asked whether the land

had been conveyed to private parties,

and Mr Ormsby was not sure, but was

under the impression they had been given

to the Church Missionary Society.





