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POUERUA ki WAITANGI 
Te Pito O Te Whenua ki Te Takutaimoana 

Hapu WAI Claimants Stage 2 Hearings 
P O Box 151, Paihia 0200 

 
 
MEMO TO       : The Registrar, Waitangi Tribunal  

WAI 1040 Te Paparahi O Te Raki Inquiry District 
COPY TO  : Nga Hapu O Te Takutaimoana 
     Te Kotahitanga O Nga Hapu NgaPuhi 
FROM   : Merehora Taurua [Kaitakawaenga] 
DATE   : 22nd April 2013 
SUBJECT  : STAGE 2 HEARINGS PLANNING MATTERS 
 
 

Tena koe -  

1. Pouerua ki Waitangi Te Pito O Te Whenua ki Te Takutaimoana Hapu WAI Claimants Stage 2 

Hearings [Pouerua ki Waitangi] kaiarataki refer to the 18th April 2013 memo from Nga Hapu O Te 

Takutaimoana [NHOTTM] to the Tribunal in response to our memo dated 31st of March 2013.    

 

Meeting on 11th April 2013 

2. Pouerua ki Waitangi kaiarataki met on the 11th April 2013, and as there was no response from 

NHOTTM to our memo of the 31st March at that date, it was agreed that a letter be sent to the 

residing Officer to seek acknowledgement from the Tribunal that Pouerua ki Waitangi, who meets 

all criteria, is a sub region and will be allocated time for hapu WAI claimants to present their 

claims and evidence in stage 2 in their own right. 

  

Meeting on 19th April 2013 

3. Kaiarataki Pouerua ki Waitangi met again on the 19th of April 2013 where it was agreed that a copy 

and response to the memo from NHOTTM dated 18th April 2013 be sent to our hapu WAI 

claimants Pouerua ki Waitangi for agreement that the Waitangi Tribunal and NHOTM be formally 

notified that :  

3.1  Kaiarataki Pouerua ki Waitangi, Merehora Taurua, Hama Apiata and Peter Pokai Taurua, 

will continue to attend hui with nga hapu NgaPuhi WAI claimants to represent and 

maintain speaking rights for Pouerua ki Waitangi as a rohe potae in our own right; and 

3.2 The collective statement filed with the Waitangi Tribunal on behalf of NHOTTM for week 

2 of stage 2 hearings includes WAI claim numbers, OLCs me nga taonga tuku iho katoa ki 

te rohe Pouerua ki Waitangi and any reference and evidence from NHOTTM to those 

taonga Pouerua ki Waitangi must remain generic; and 

3.3 Hapu WAI claimants Pouerua ki Waitangi will speak and file evidence in their own right to 

their specific issues already filed with the Tribunal in accordance with the Waitangi 
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Tribunal claims processes and procedures, some of which were spoken to in week 1 of 

stage 2 hearings held at Waitangi, 18th March 2013.    

 

Hearing Week 2 – 13-17 May 2013 

4. Meetings between nga hapu WAI claimants over the past few months have proved frustrating for 

Pouerua ki Waitangi kaiarataki whose korero is not accurately recorded and the minutes we do 

receive having to be consistently corrected.   Pouerua ki Waitangi kaiarataki are now not receiving 

notices of meetings at all, the two most recent being the March 2013 working party meeting held 

at Kaikohe [there was no Kotahitanga meeting following the working party meeting as far as we 

are aware] and the April 2013 meeting in Whangarei [which we have asked CCC to confirm].  

5. Pouerua ki Waitangi kaitakawaenga did not agree to their hapu WAI claimants being heard last in 

stage 2 in 2016 or thereabouts.   Pouerua ki Waitangi did state that as week 1 of stage 2 is being 

held at Waitangi then Waitangi would speak first and speak last.   That’s tikanga and nothing to 

do with weeks 2 to 21.    

6. Furthermore, Hokianga has stated that they want to be heard last. 

7. Week 2 starts the rotational hearings.   Week 1 was shared by all sub regions.   CCC are incorrect 

in their scheduling Waitangi in the rotational hearings as last unless they can show when Waitangi 

was scheduled to be first in the rotational hearings. 

8. Pouerua ki Waitangi have asked CCC for the minutes and attendance register from the 12th 

September 2012 meeting alluded to by CCC as the one that agreed to scheduling Pouerua ki 

Waitangi last in stage 2 hearings. 

9. Pouerua ki Waitangi did not agree to CCC “allocating” hearing week 2 to NHOTTM and nor were 

we consulted about our sites of significance being included in their proposed site visit.  Te ana o 

Maikuku will not to be violated by any WAI claimant no matter where they come from or 

whakapapa to. 

10. We seek the Tribunal’s support to request that CCC remove all sites of significance in our rohe 

from week 2 allocated to NHOTTM by CCC as they are sites of significance Pouerua ki Waitangi 

hapu WAI claimants’ will share with the Tribunal panel when they are allocated hearing time. 

11. Pouerua ki Waitangi filed a proposed site visit at the time nga hapu NgaPuhi were discussing site 

visits prior to week 1 of stage 2 and is not to be confused by CCC as relating to the rotational 

hearings. 

 

Memorandum of Ms Mangu, 21 March 2013 

12. CCC and the Kotahitanga working party have been planning stage 2.   Waitangi did not have a 

notice of meeting for the March working party and have not been privy to the planning. 

13. CCC have recommended that the Tribunal support their decision that Pouerua ki Waitangi not be 

given time to speak any earlier than filed on the basis of “all the time being taken up”.    

14. Pouerua ki Waitangi’s six hapu WAI claimants worked extremely hard towards day 1 of week 1 of 



 

Waitangi Tribunal 22 April 2013 Page 3 

 

stage 2 held at Waitangi 18-22 March 2013 to ensure that their ½ hourly presentations did not 

encroach on the valuable timeframes CCC had set for them and other claimants. 

15. CCC would not allocate Pouerua ki Waitangi extra time.   CCC did approve requests for extra time 

from other rohe but not Waitangi. 

16. Throughout week 1 of stage 2 CCC allowed WAI claimants to speak outside of the schedule and 

against the wishes of the rohe.   On the other hand, CCC tried to prevent others like Titewhai 

Harawira who did have the support of rohe, from speaking. 

17.  CCC allowed six hours on the Friday of week 1 to go unused after not allowing rohe and/or 

claimants time and/or extra time to speak.    

18. CCC got week 1 completely wrong and could very well get weeks 2, 3 and 4 to 21 completely wrong. 

19. CCC have scheduled a site visit for NHOTTM in our rohe before our own hapu WAI claimants 

have presented and we respectfully ask that the Tribunal not agree with the CCC on this.    

20. The decision making authority for WAI 1040 Te Paparahi o Te Raki Inquiry planning and 

organising must be returned to the hapu WAI claimants. 

21. CCC are allocating speaking time and organising their own WAI claimants and rohe as they see fit. 

22. Because Pouerua ki Waitangi hapu WAI claimants work outside of the CCC process we have 

become victims of their conflicts of interest.     

23. The WAI claims hearings process is a legal process and it is the responsibility of legal counsel to 

work closely with their WAI claimants to represent to the best of their ability the hapu on whose 

behalf they have filed claims with the Waitangi Tribunal. 

 

Conclusion 

24. Time dictates that it is now impractical to continue to insist that tangata whenua Pouerua ki 

Waitangi hapu WAI claimants present at the beginning of rotation 1 of stage 2. 

25. CCC have already discouraged some of our key speakers anyway. 

26. We therefore seek the Tribunal’s further support for kaiarataki on behalf of Pouerua ki Waitangi 

hapu WAI claimants to negotiate for hearing time for our hapu WAI claimants towards the end of 

2013 beginning of 2014. 

 

 

 

 

 

Merehora Taurua      

Kaitakawaenga               

 




