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I, Lorraine Himiona, of Feilding, state:

10

| was born in 1953. | live just out of Feilding near Aorangi Marae and currently work

as a cultural advisor.

Kauwhata is my iwi and Ngati Turoa is our hapu. [ was born and bred in the

Manawatu and have always lived around the Feilding area.

My father's name was Anaru Te One Himiona. He was also known as Andrew
Simeon, he was born 1 February 1913 and died 16" August 1975 aged 62 years.
My dad's full brother was Te Kahuhui Te One Himiona (Johnny Simeon) and his half
brothers were Te Kooro Te One Himiona (Clarrie Simeon), Tanewhetukura Te One

Himiona (Ken Simeon) and Martin Pokowaenga Simeon (died 12th November 1947).

My mother's name was Tangihia i te Rangi Piripi Te Maari. She was of Ngati
Kahungunu and Ngai Tamanuhiri, Ngati Hinewaka and Rangitane descent. She was
born 16™ October 1919 and died 12™ May 1994 aged 74 years.

There were nine children in our family — six girls and three boys

As | was growing up, my family and particularly my father always had a lot to do with
the Waikato. He used to travel backwards and forwards to deal with his [ands in the

Waikato and often took my eldest sister, Maureen Mudgway, back with him.

My grandfather, Te One (Jack) Himiona, married three times. My father's mother was
Miria Mauriohooho. After she died, my grandfather returned home to the Waikato and
married Miria's younger sister, Rangiharuru Mauriohooho. My grandmother Miria

Mauriohooho died at the age of 29 years and is buried at Maungatuari, Awahuri.

| have two uncles who were born in the north and their mother was Rangiharuru

Mauriohooho. Miria and Rangiharuru were of Ngati Haua, Ngati Raukawa descent.

Dad had a lot of land in the Waikato which he mostly acquired through his mother. He
ended up selling most of it as he was trying to build a house for our mother down here

in Feilding and selling this land was his only way of raising the funds necessary.

Dad travelled regularly back to the Waikato to visit family, attend family events such
as tangi and weddings as well as to attend to land matters. This was his way of

keeping the links with the Waikato alive. He also travelled to attend the Poukai and
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Koroneihana. Most people from here did in those days. They would go by the bus

load to the Poukai and Koroneihana.

Dad kept a diary and in it he recorded details of his travels. For example on Friday 30
April 1948 he went back to the Waijkato to attend a wedding at Parawera Pa. His fare
was £2 6s, his taxi fare was 14s and his expenses were £1 10s 6d. He arrived back
at Parawera on the 1% of May 1948 at 3am. On the Sunday, he went to Whare Ngaro
Urupa at Parawera and then returned home with Purangatauwa. | am not sure who

Purangatauwa was.

According to his diary, my dad returned to Te Awamutu on 12 June 1948 where he
went to a rugby game and also visited the “old fella Purangatauwa.” He returned
home on the 14™ of June 1948. | know he also went north to visit his cousin, Mihi

Wairua Karehana, a lot.

My father was a Lay Reader in the Anglican Church and also a member of the

Masonic Lodge.

| don’t remember my father ever talking about the 1881 Ngati Kauwhata Claims
Commission but | think he probably talked about it with the old people here as he was
always visiting other people. He spent a lot of time with Koro Abe Te Oka, Kapa Te
Oka, Tangimoana Rakatau, Tahi Kingi, Mere Dixon and her husband, Kapene Dixon,

to name a few.

Dad didn’t want us to have any trouble with his lands up in the North. He swapped
some of his shares with his brother's lands down here, and gave them his shares up

in the Waikato. He only has two pieces [eft up there that | know of.

When | started to get into my work on the Paepae, | also began to become more
involved in the Poukai. | found it sad that when | went back up, the old people didn't
remember our dad, | suppose that was because most the ones left there now were too
young to remember my father. | began to call in on people and have tried to keep that

connection with the north going.

We all know we have Raukawa in us —we are all Kauwhata and we are all Raukawa.
My wish is for all of us to come together as Kauwhata as one. Why should it be so
hard to come together as Kauwhata? And as a people, maybe the grievances have a
lot to do with it.
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18. | don't feel like | have ever left Waikato because | have always thought that continuous

connection with the Waikato. My Maunga and Marae are still up there.

19. A lot of Waikato people came down for my dad’s tangi. After he died, | felt a bit like
we were cut off from the North. But then when my daughter moved up to Auckland, |
decided that | needed to make the effort to keep the connections alive. So | started
going back up to visit, about three times a year. | always try to encourage my whanau
to go and see their relations in the North. As long as you make that connection, you
are always going to be there

20. [ can now see why it was so important for my father to travel regutarly to the north.
Even though the journey was a long one, we need to have that personal contact to
ensure our links are never broken.

21, | still have cousins at Ngaruawahia and cousins at Parawera whom we keep in contact

with.

L i

Lorraine Hir@na
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