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A CHRONOLOGICAL TIME-LINE OF WAR WITHIN THE WAIPA - PUNIU AREA. 

I realize that much of this historic information may not be relevant to the requirements of the 

Tribunal Hearing in the ensuing week - however, bear with me and you will see that major 

incidents that happened in the past, definitely had some impact on the war events that took 

place during the mid 1800's. I will identify those that are Pre-European. 

Pre-Europea n 

We are all fully aware that skirmishes broke out frequently over the entire period of the 

Settlement of Tainui Waka - from 1350 to the mid 1700's. 

1790. HINGAKAKA 

Of note however was the Battle that took place at Lake Ngaroto and was later labeled as 

"Hingakaka" ( The place where many Kaka Feathers - as an indication of Chiefly lines - fell. 

Let us take a brief look at this. According to the writings of Pei Te Hurinui Jones this was the 

period when sections of Ngati-Toa-Rangatira and Ngati-Raukawa displayed profound 

animosity against Waikato and Maniapoto. To the extent that they conscripted warriors from 

almost every Waka and Tribal area south of Tainui Area. This totaled some 10,000 toa. 

Waikato and Maniapoto had less than 3000. And they then proceeded to Mangeo and the 

biggest battle of pre-European Maori was fought. ( Refer Te Kawau Maro / Uenuku). Waikato 

and Maniapoto were victorious. 

1800 -1820. TE AMIO-WHENUA 

Peehi Tukorehu, the Rangatira of Mangatoatoa Pa then gathered up his Ope Taua and went 

on "The Encircling of the Land" to punish the kin of those who came to fight at Ngaroto. On 

arrival at Rerewhakaitu they encountered a section of Tuhoe ( under the Leadership of Te 

Purewa) fighting against Ngati-Rangitihi ( under the Leadership of Tongia). It was apparent 

that Tuhoe was being defeated - Pee hi Tukorehu then moved in with his warriors and helped 

Tuhoe defeat Ngati-Rangitihi .. A wee incident took place where Te Purewa also challenged 

Peehi Tukorehu ata a one on one armed combat. My elders state that Te Purewa was 

victorious and disarmed Peehi. His final statement was" See therefore, I am just as proficient 

as you are at taiaha combat". They rubbed noses and Peehi and his troops carried on. 

Meanwhile Tuhoe ( as was customary in those days) beheaded all the warriors of Te Arawa 

and placed them on stilts which were then placed in their Maara Kai. This was indeed the 

highest form of insult given to any person or group of people. Back in the pa of Ngati-
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Rangitihi a woman of high rank - Pare-au-tutu - heard about this insult and then ordered all 

the dogs in the village to be killed. She then proceeded to weave her cloak of pain and named 

it "Te Kahu mamae 0 Pare-au-tutu" later she walked from Te Arawa to Mangatoatoa. On 

arrival she sat outside Peehi Tukorehu's doorway - not uttering a word nor eating for 3 days. 

Pee hi understood her plight and he then told her to stand - she placed the cloak on his 

shoulders and they proceeded back to Rerewhakaitu. He called both Tuhoe and Te Arawa ( 

Ngati-Rangitihi) and ordered Tuhoe to bring the heads ( which were in their maara kai ) and 

hand them back to Ngati-Rangitihi. This was duly done and Te Arawa proceeded to Tarawera 

and buried them there. In 1886 when Tarawera erupted those heads also passed onto 

eternity. 

After the arrival of the Pakeha the cloak was sent to I'Jgati-Kahungunu but was later found by 

Major Mair and taken to the Auckland Museum. In 1985 Dr. Paul Tapsell ( curator at that time 

of Rotorua Museum) arranged to have it returned to Rotorua ( alongside Hari Semmens and 

other Kaumaatua) where it sit today. It was also the cloak that Rewi Maniapoto wore when 

Lindauer painted his portrait. 

1820 - PUKERANGIORA WITH PEEHI TUKOREHU. 

Te Amio-Whenua still encircled the land causing strife and destruction wherever they went. 

Finally they arrived at Taranaki - at Pukerangiora. And here they were subjected to the 

strength and valor of Taranaki. They were encircled and the name given to this was liTe Raihe 

Poaka". They had no way of getting out so Peehi sent his first runner - messenger out to 

return to Waikato and Maniapoto and in particular to seek the assistance of Potatau Te 

Wherowhero (his son-in-law). The first messenger was captured and killed but the second 

runner managed to get through and finally arrived in Waikato to deliver the message. They 

gathered their warriors and then proceeded south to save Peehi Tukorehu and his Ope Taua. 

One incident that took place was when Potatau arrived at Taranaki Te Rauparaha and his 

contingent were in the process of moving south to Kapiti with Te Ati-Awa. Potatau knew 

that if he took the wrong pathway to free Peehi Tukorehu - all would be lost. It was here 

therefore that he cried out to his relative Te Rauparaha and said" E Raha, E Raha, he aha to 

koha ki ahau?" - Te Rauparaha , what is your gift to me to enable me to survive. Te 

Rauparaha replied by telling him the pathway to take so that he would not come into contact 

with Te Ati-Awa . 

Potatau got through and saved Peehi and his Amio-Whenua. That should have been 

sufficient, but Peehi Tukorehu (true to form) gathered his strength and returned to 
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completely annihilate this section of Taranaki. What they did not kill they brought back as 

taurekareka ( slaves) and many of the females were married by his relatives. 

1840- THE SIGNING OF THE TREATY OF WAITANGI 

THE MISSIONARIES HAD ARRIVED - MAORI LEARNT TO USE THE PLOUGH - IWI MAORI 

BEGAN TO FLOURISH. 

However it was not long before the Crown realized what was happening and consequently 

dropped the prices of the merchandise that was being sent to Auckland. ( Fruit, wheat, 

barley, maize / flax / timber.) 

History states that men like Matene Te Whiwhi, Tamihana TeRauparaha , Pirikawau ( 

Taranaki) had travelled to England and seen the mana and the power of the Queen of 

England and realized the only way to unite Maoridom was to seek and appoint a Leader for 

all iwi. Then began the search for a King. ( Refer Patere a Raureti Te Huia) to stop bloodshed 

amongst ourselves ( fighting each other) and to stop the sale of Land to settlers. 

1856-1858 - JUNE 2ND POTATAU TE WHEROWHERO RAISED AS KING. 

1859 - TAWHIAO SUCEEDED HIS FATHER. 

1860 - Taranaki Wars - Te Teira sold Waitara to the Crown ( Pekapeka Block) -War declared. 

Ngati-Paretekawa went to the call of Wiremu Kingi to come and assist them. ( Refer korero 

of Tawhiao before they left.) 

THE WAR AGAINST THE PAKEHA 

1863-1864 

On their return from Waitara, The Government /Crown declares war on the Kingitanga. 

Crossed the Mangatawhiri - RANGIRIRI. And I\lgati-Paretekawa travelled north to assist in 

whatever way they could. 

MARCH 1864 - The accounts from this point on are already available in Book 4 and Book 5 of 

the Maniapoto Research Project. 2012. 

The Constabulary then moved down to Paterangi in January 1864 but were unable to 

penetrate the trenches. 

On the 11th February 1864 the Waiari incident took place. 
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On Sunday 21 February Rangiaowhia was attacked. ( Very difficult to understand why the 

soldiers did this as I'Jgati-Apakura ( approx. 500 in number some even marrying Pakeha 

settlers there -refer Thomas Power) lived happily there with the Missionaries. Bearing in 

mind also that this was Easter time. And what this means to Christians all over the world. 

The next day they attacked Hairini. 

31 March - 2 April- Orakau See translation account by Te Huia Raureti / Rewi Maniapoto/ te 

Winitana Tupotahi. 

April 1864 - Gate Pa- I understand The East Coast tribes had agreed to come and support the 

Kingitanga and were going to use Tauranga Harbour as their entrance. Hence the attack on 

Gate pa and Te Ranga. 

June - Te Ranga 

This then is a time line of War events that took place. 

RATIONALE -CONCLUSION 

Although we are gathered here to discuss the effects of War on Ngati-Paretekawa and Ngati­

Apakura, one must not lose sight of the main reason for the declaration of War by the Crown, 

- which was in actual fact to decimate and eradicate THE KINGITANGA. 

I'JGATI-PARETEKAWA ( in terms of Rewi Maniapoto - Te Winitana Tupotahi and Te Huia 

Raureti) were related to Potatau and his successor Tawhiao through Te Kanawa and from our 

IIWar time-line II above we can see that they always stood side by side in battle. The Waikato 

Wars were therefore about K"NGITANGA. 

NGATI-APAKURA - Were also related closely to Potatau and Tawhiao but also became the II 

Caretakers" of their close relative. They lived at Te Awamutu - Kaipaka /Raroera up until the 

time they moved to Rangiaowhia just after the Missionaries arrived here. 

Those who stood at Orakau alongside Ngati-Paretekawa gave their lives to defend the 

KINGITANGA. 

I am unable to understand the reason why those who died at Rangiaowhia and Hairini were 

punished after living happily beside the Missionaries, learning horticulture and producing 

hundreds of tons of wheat, barley, maize, fruit in abundance and sending these to Auckland 

to feed the settlers and just as important, feeding the soldiers while they took part in the 

Waiari and Paterangi saga. Truly injustice at its highest form. 
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Our grand-parents related to us that word was sent ( prior to the battle) by Rewi Maniapoto 

to his relatives at Rangiaowhia, to come and assist them at Orakau - They did not come. 

Why, because they were happy and contented living with the Pakeha at Rangiaowhia. One 

can assume therefore that they had no idea that their new found friends (many inter 

marriages also took place) would allow this monstrosity to take place. Being present at 

Church service - having the doors locked and barricaded and then - burnt. 




