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RANGIAOWHIA & HAIRINI — KORERO FOR SITE VISIT

This is Rangiaowhia the home and land of Kairangapaihau which stretches to the end of the road

where the whare karakia stood and some of our people were burnt.

Emile Borrell and Roha Tangike were married in the Catholic Church which was built by Emile and

our people of Apakura.
On Sunday the 21st of February 1864 while our people were preparing for prayers. They were

shocked at the gun fire and to see the troops being led by Bishop Selwyn. This was supposed to be a
sanctuary for women children and old people. We had a contract to supply food to the country and

the world.

Today | am here to honour my people of Ngati Apakura, Hinetu and others. Why did the Crown seek
to ambush this peaceful place covered in fruit trees and gardens of plentiful food. We did not harm
our neighbours we had not lifted a hand against any of the people in the district. | am making this
stand for our whenua we want what is just and fair an acknowledgement of us as Tangata Whenua.

We mourn our loss our tears fall like rain on the whenua. The loss has been great over time.

Others have come and gone after us we are the ones that cleared the land by the sweat of our

brows.

We built our pas and carved and adorned them with our stories and whakapapa. Sadly they have
faded away with time, but our mauri is still in tangata whenua and Papatuanuku.

We still walk the land in spirit as this is and always will be ours. The mauri cannot be taken away we

welcome people with open arms feed and clothe them.
We wish for our name to be acknowledged along with others, as first arrivals of our land.

Our people are scattered to the four winds, ever since we have been a broken iwi in name and spirit.
All we are asking is wholeness for the WHAKAPAPA of the past and for the future to know their

roots.

Jenny Charman



LOCATION INFORMATION

THE RANGAIOWHIA SETTLEMENT

The settlement, between the two churches — Roman Catholic, the other CMS (Anglican), extended
for 3km along the low ridge marked today by Rangiaowhia Road.

The point where Mandeno Road intersects Rangiaowhia Road marks the midpoint of the one-time

thriving Maori settlement at Rangiaowhia.

THE CHURCHES

About 200m north of the intersection you can see the site of three successive Roman Catholic
churches (marked by headstones in the cemetery), while about the same distance to the south
stands historic St Paul’s church, a prominent landmark.

St Paul’s Anglican Church, the only war-era structure surviving at Rangiaowhia today, opened in
1856 and remains in use. Te Waru erected its spire in 1858. The N.Z. Historic Places Trust rates it as
‘nationally significant’. A Trust noticeboard in the churchyard tells of the events.

THE REDOUBT

The site of the redoubt, behind the Rangiaowhia hall, is a good place from which to view the
Rangiaowhia ridge and imagine the picturesque productive Maori settlement that once existed
there. The ‘burning of the whare’ incident mentioned above took place in the gully to the east of the

redoubt site.

HAIRINI

En route to Rangiaowhia on the Te Awamutu-Cambridge Road you pass the site of the next
engagement at Hairini, 3km from Te Awamutu. Hairini today is a forgotten battlefield with little to
see and no signpost to mark it. The battle occurred along the low ridge on the north side of the
Cambridge Road, opposite its intersection with Puahue Road. A large body of Maori came from
Paterangi and re-occupied Rangiaowhia. They hastily dug a ditch and bank fortification. Today no
sign of the earthworks remain, and the ridge is crowned by a picturesque ‘woodland garden’ of

mature trees on private land.

Cameron decided to attack immediately before the defensive works had progressed too far. As
Armstrong guns pounded the Maori position, the hasty defence appeared to be no match against
the concerted attack by Cameron’s disciplined troops backed by cavalry and artillery support.
Historian James Belich contends it was a rearguard action to gain time to get people, guns and
ammunition out of the Paterangi Rangiaowhia district. The bulk of the Maori defenders at Hairini,
said to be 400 men, got away. After the engagement, with no Maori opposition, the soldiers entered

Rangiaowhia again and began looting.

Source: Neville Ritchie “The Waikato War of 1863-64 A guide to the main events and sites”



RANGIAOWHIA & HAIRINI - DETAILED CONTEMPORARY MAP OF THE SITES
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were in vicinity to today's junctions of Rangiaowhia and Puahue Roads.
Source Footprints vol3 1989 p56.



SUBSEQUENT STYLISED MAPS OF THE SITES
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GOOGLE EARTH IMAGE OF THE SITES TODAY
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CONTEMPORARY SKETCHES OF THE BATTLES AND AFTERMATH
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Ranglaowhla in March 1848 watercolour by Edward Arthur W|I||ams (1824-1898) Painted after the attack on

21 February 1864. Shows Catholic and Anglican churches between the 2 mission stations.

Source Alexander Turnbulll Library NZ E-349-060




THE CHURCHES

The former Rangaiowhia Catholic
Church which, with the extant St Paul's
(Anglican), dominated the 1860s
skyline. Source:
http://www.doc.govt.nz/documents/co
nservation/historic/by-
region/waikato/waikato-war-of-1863-

64.pdf

St Paul’s Rangiaowhia. Sign on the
church reads: This Anglican mission
church, built with the help of local
Maori and opened in 1856, is the only
building remaining from the time when
Rangiaowhia was a major centre of
Maori agriculture. In the 1840s and
1850s the Ngati Hinetu and Ngati
Apakura cultivated hundreds of acres of

“wheat, maize and potatoes for the

Auckland market. Their settlement, set
amongst peach trees extended for two
miles, included a racecourse, flour mills,

N schools and two churches. Part of the

village was destroyed during an attack

by British and Colonial troops on 21st

February 1864. Following military
occupation the Maori settlement ceased
to exist.





