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Appendix  

Te Rohe Pōtae Waitangi Tribunal - Proposed Site Visit  

Week 5 Hearings: Ngāti Te Ihingārangi, Ngāti Tūtakamoana, Ngāti Hōpu 

3 pm to 5 pm, Tuesday 7
th

 May 2013 

National Main Trunk Railway Theme  

Waimiha Pā, Tihikārearea, Ongarue awa, Waimiha urupā, Ongārue urupā, Te Koura marae 

and urupā  

Narration by Rangatira kaikorero te Hapū manāki:   

1. Karakia whakahaere.  

2. Tihikārearea - the site visit bus will travel north-east for approximately 5 minutes along 

the Poro-o-tārao Road to the maunga Tihikarearea. The construction of the railway led to 

the destruction of a grove of rongoa and embalming trees. The trees were discovered by 

Te Ihingarangi several hundred years ago and they were used to sustain the hapu until 

they were destroyed when the railway went through. The site visit is probative because it 

illustrates the loss of a significant taonga as a result of the railway. 

3. The Bus will then travel south for 2 or 3 minutes towards Waimiha Pā and stop at the 

Ongarue Stream Road Bridge. The purpose of this visit is to illustrate how the water level 

in the river has dropped significantly and how the water has become discoloured. The site 

visit is probative because it is evidence of environmental degradation as a result of Crown 

acts and omissions e.g the sponsoring of mass deforestation, water extraction and 

intensive agricultural farming. It also evidence of the changed eel habitat. In addition, 

tangata whenua will adduce evidence of two taniwha at this point in the awa. Evidence 

will be adduced to highlight the effect of environmental degradation on the spiritual realm 

and the Hapū as kaitiaki. 

4. The Tribunal will be taken south to Waimiha Urupā. The urupā was twice shifted before 

its present location. On the first occasion, the Crown took the land and it was shifted to 

make way for the Railway. On the second occasion, the urupā was shifted to make way 

for the Waimiha-Ongarue Road.  The site visit is probative because it illustrates that 

significant wāhi tapu were desecrated by Crown activities, policies in respect of railway 

and road construction. 

5. The Hapū awa interests will also be discussed as we travel. The bus will travel along the 

Wai-miha awa which merges with the Ongārue awa beside Whenuatupu Pā, Waimiha. 

The witnesses will discuss the puna-wai origins and headwaters of the awa which 

originate on the steppes of Te Pure-ora-o-Kahu-peke-tere maunga (modernly known as 

Pureora). The bus will travel alongside the Ongārue awa for most of the journey;  
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6. The visit will move southwards to Ongārue Urupā which was also shifted because the 

Crown took that land to build the Railway through it. At Ongārue, the Tribunal will also 

be able to view some of the lands taken by the Crown for Railway purposes which were 

then used for other purposes and not returned to Hapū, such as the Recreation Reserve 

and Police Station;  

7. At Ongārue the witnesses will also point out Pukepoto Pā and maunga, the birthplace of 

Te Ihingārangi himself;  

8. There will be viewing of Tūhua maunga (a southern marker of Rangitoto Tūhua Block) 

and also Hikurangi maunga;  

9. At Te Koura, the bus will stop alongside the Railway on the eastern side of the Ongārue 

awa at Te Koura Railway Station. The witnesses will point out the original site of Te 

Koura Marae and urupā, both of which were shifted across to the western side of the river 

because the route of the Railway ran right through it and the urupā there. Evidence will 

also be adduced about where Rangawhenua, the renowned tohunga of Pao Miere and 

Miringa Te Kākara Wānanga, pulled out the government surveyors’ pegs in rejection of 

the Crown’s Railway project encroaching into Te Rohe Pōtae.  

10. The bus will then return the ope to Waimiha Pā for Karakia Whakakapi.  




