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dants of the first European owners, the boundaries as 
they originally were set, or as they were subdivided 
later to cope with changing circumstances. Others 
since have been subdivided and sold. In some places 
land which was hardly won from the grip of native 
bush has now been replanted in large areas of exotic 
forest. Extensive forests onthe Waimatenui Road 
and along the Mang!lkahia Road to the south of 
Kaikohe are marching into clear pasture. Without 
doubt the forestry incluslrywill bring wealth to the area 
but the men and women who slaved and suffered in 
their endeavours to clear the land for the sowihg of 
grass for pasture would be saddened. The fqllowing 
stories tell of some of the earjy seHle~ who felled, 
burned and farmed, but much of the drama· remains 
untold. 

In 1903 Mr Robert Stevenson Purchased a section 
in heavy bush 13 miles south of Kilikohe to which the 
only access was by bush track until Mr Stevenson 

the herd being pedigree Jerseys. The sowing 
tiliser and draining of swamp land increased the . 
duction potential. 

When the Lands Act of 1908 was passed, Mr 
Edwards, one of the founders of Kaikohe duriing I 
gum trade years, entered into protracted 
negotiations with the many Maori _owners of 
bush land in the district of Ngapuhi, four miles 
of Kaikohe. The farm known as Ngapuhi 
undulating volcanic land adjoiningthe n"",:,,,'lI I("n" 
airfield. Mr Edwards' son was sent as a farm 
various farms in Taran.aki and returned to Ng:apUlli 
1913. He began felling, burning, SOWing 
later being joined by his brother. When the 
railway line was opened in 1914 Mr Edwards 
cream from his_herd to Hikurangi, continuing to 
until the Kaikohe Dairy Factory was opened in 1 

Also in the Ngapuhi district is the property; 

Phil and Jack Byers home, in Mangakahia Road. Margery Stewart. 

surveyed the main road. At that time Mrs Stevenson 
was the only white woman in their district. The prop­
erty Hilldene, bought in 1917 by Mr Stevenson, was 
also in standing bush. The blockwascleared, burned, 
and sown with English grasses, and a home built in 
1919 using pitsawn tirnberfor beams and some ofthe 
ceiling panels. When the two Stevenson sisters, 
Jeanie and Carol, took over in 1936, -the land which 
had been used only as a runoff had reverted to scrub 
with areas of heavy paspalum sward, while the flats 
were still largely undrained alluvial swamp. By hard 
work and good management the property was turned 
into a high producing dairy farm, approXimately half 
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-Waiotuhi, which was bought by MrGeorge 
the Maori owners as a bush section in 1911. 
of-the timber, taraire, rimu, totara and puriri had 
milled before 1911, and had been hauled by 
teams to the Punakitere River. There it was 
and carried on the flood waters to the Waima 
where it was collected in rafts and floated to the 
at Rawene and Kohukohu. As was usual on 
farms ofthosatiniesthe houses welre builtfi'olmtin 
milled on the property. Mr Killen was the first 
pean saltier in the district, the only other EUI'OPE 
in the area being those engaged in building the 
Okaihau railway line. The Killen farm is now 
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To the west of Kaikohe 
OIl the Taheke Road is a 
property first settled in the 
early days by Mr Charles 
Mattson who brought the 
section into production - it is 
thought by ploughing before 
grassing. The farm was 
boUght by Mr T Blake and 
later sold to Mr Bill Ayrton 
wilo10undedonthe property 
\be Bumsall Aberdeen An­
gls stud and the Lincoln 
sheep stud. 

. , . 
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The farm near Kaikohe 
rrm owned by Mr Jack Byers 
was in the early years the 
property of MrH Wright, who 
bought it into production and 
!armed it as a Romney stud 
faml. 

{ 
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Mr C F SHows, his wife 
aIlfamily, movedto Kaikohe 
iIom Thames early in 1915 
~ live on a 1 0 acre section 
rear Kaikohe where he had 
bJiIi: a new home. Further 
pEhasesoflandweremade 
iIom time to time over the 
]EafS. Glen Crest was all in· 
5anding bush, which was 
Iel3d and cleared by hand, 
a.'El the land broken in and 
pblghed, using horses. Mr 
C F SHows' son, Mr Owen 
Haws, milked a dairy herd 
aatha land and continued to 
bee<! Jersey animals. I 

-~~~:",.J,.6.--~,,-"---';;' 

The aIIove ........ _ JIB .-IiI BY PDBt.1C AUCTION. on 

In areas further out into 
Iae bush and the hills life 
was hard and lonely until 
~ally more and more 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH it, 1914, at 2 p~m., 

T. 'MANDENO JACKSON" 
At their Sale Rooms, cu~ Street East, AucKLAND. 

selHers arrived, and small halls became the centre of 
social and farming affairs. Mrs Daisy Schepens has 
'lllilen the story of her early days as a pioneerwith her 
msbandinthe Waimatenuidistrict, which was opened 
_settlement by ballot in 1906-1907. 

Mrs Margery Slyfield, a daughter of Jack Orr, has 
asotoldof herexperiences as achild inthebackblocks. 
1fiestoriestell similartalesof long hours of hardwork, 
S3Cf1JCe, physical danger, tragedy and laughter. 

Advertisement for 1914 auction of Kaikohe farms, 
printed in colour on cloth. Jean Lamb. . 

Mrs Schepens joined her husband on his section 
on their marriage in 11)13, After II),Wingthll boat which 
brought them up the Northem Wairoa RivEn they still 
had 25 miles to go in a fIVe-horse wagon through 
oceans of mud. It took 11 hours in all, part in pitch 
darkness with an unbridged riverto cross at the end. 
From then on life was full of surprises including an 
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A group photographed at Ngawha Springs, names unknown. P W Bean. 

1935 
~illliru'lry:. 'Kaikohe To Have High School: 

... r.:~~~~:'Sch~ 001 Baths Opened.' Mr Clive 
iii of the town board, said that the 
.,.dled another milestone in the history of the 

SmHh, in declaring the baths open 
~mnySrrlith one of the best swimmers in the . 

take the first header.' 

A fire brigade for Kaikohe? 

'Watch Kaikohe Grow,' At present there 
residences and two shops under construc­
oosiness area is gradually filling up. Engi­

that '839 concrete slabs have been cast 
the footpath.' 

II!!plen~be'r:. Rainfall records at Kaikohe were 
Mr J H Orr. In 1934 eight feet of rain fell, 

""""'"han average annual rainfall of five feet. 
now has two brass bands, a Ratana band 

iEt1W11 band, both of which were Maori bands. 

ltil::lber: 'Roatalna at Kaikohe: - 'Kaikohe, proba­
-::~!!M~aOri centre in NZ, had a taste of Hs 
(1 over the weekend.' 

",""=n,h,,r·. The engineer reported that 'he 
and Raihara Street have been cleared of 

last month a rubbish collection was made.' 

1936 
6 February: 'Cyclonic Storm Hfts North Island.' 

Kaikohe got off lightly. A high wind of hurricane force 
hft the town but other centres suffered damage . 

13 February: 'Aerodrome for Kaikohe.' Mr N F 
Alcock, engineer, inspected several sites in Company 
wHh Mr E A Gibson, engineer in Charge of aero­
dromes. Ngapuhi was favoured. However, the field 
was not fomned until the 1940s during the war. 

5 March: All men willing to serve as volunteers in 
the newly formed fire brigade are to let Mr Harold 
know. 'Kaikohe is getting too big to take chances: 

12 March: The town board met lor the first time in 
the newly completed boardroom in Mr H F Guy's 
building. 

21 July: A good muster of intending fire brigade 
members. 

8 December: Kaikohe runs Hs first Christmas 
carnival. Kaikohe's population at this time was 700. 

30 December: 'On Christmas Eve, Kaikohe pre­
sented a busy, brilliant scene. The main street was 
thronged with the largest crowd that has ever gath­
ered in the town .... Brightly coloured electric bulbs 
spanned the street....The whole length of the main 
thoroughfare on both sides was occupied by parked 
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the valuec-, new buildingsereC1edwas 23,317pounds 
and for the last six months 15,723 pounds.· Survey­
ors are preparing for the sealing of the roads around 
Kaikohe. 

25 November:' aikohe continues to grow and at 
a chamberof commerce meeting Clive Cameron said 
that Kaikohe had reached the point when a much 
wider view would have to be taken in civic affairs. The 
chamber should co-operate more closely w~h the 
town board. MrBili Shaw, chairmanofthetown board, 
agreed, and said the time was opportune to discuss 
proposals for municipal buildings, a public hall, li­
brary, restrooms, board offices and so on. There was 
also the question of tar sealing the streets and push­
ing ahead with the aerodrome. 

6 December: 'Fire Alarm. At2.30am on Thursday 
smoke and flames were seen gushing from Northland 
RadiOS' engine shed, The brigade was called but Mr 
Wally Lomax had put out-lhe fire w~h a hose. 

W;f. ""'_'.' ,, ', r,'~ ;,r~·;;:"....?Y , ... c.. .. r.J&. : ~ f 

1939 
13 January: 'There has been much grumbling 

among the business people althe quant~ and quality 
of dust this summer .... But that's not the only trouble . 
Recently Paine Bros had a door window smashed by 
a stone that-decided the road was not the place for an 
extraordinary piece of metal .... SO evidently the street 
was not wholly sealed at this time.' 

31 January: EreC1ion olthe first power pole. It was 
ceremoniously erected in Mangakahia Road near ~s 
junelion w~h Broadway. 

24 February: 'Town Board Meets .Mr Semple. 
Kaikohe's aerodrome will come in due course.' 

14 March: The matter Of Maoris riding (on horse­
back) on footpaths was brought up at the town board 
meeting. 'We will have to put a stop to that,' said Cr E 
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Morlette, who also brought up the matter of a 
restroom. Kaikohe was in the throes of a 
shortage and Mr W H Moor wrote in saying ft 
adding insult to injury to be deprived of water ' 
daytime as well as at night. 

17 March: Special train to Auckland 
Kaikohe Friday, 25 March and returning on 
urday at 11.20pm. Retum fare was 29 shiillinln~::II 
Okaihau and 28 shillings from Kaikohe, first 

28 March: 'Kaikohe Go~ Club. COlnstl1JeI:ionat 
hole course well under way.' 

31 March: 'People in Kaikohe are living in 
and outbuildings not f~ for human beings,' said 
F Guy, president of the chamber of rn.TlIT.p",,, 
govemment had said that building houses in 
'was too dear, but Mr W Shaw maintained the'v I'::J 

be built as cheaply here as in any small town, 
6 April: On Sunday the first seLVice was held 

recently re-ereeled Methodist Church which 
moved from Okaihau. 

19 May: Dr Sm~h of Rawene had lectured 
WEA on the National Health Schema 

23 May: Two add~ionalteachers 
been appointed to the staff of the 

.n.!'lw intO'!nt blOfkJ s .I?roving .!'l.ntirely 
quateto house the dozens oh'o'Jlnn~_ 

school. The rapid increase of populatior 
Kaikohe .... will inevitably tax the accommodatiOil 
a new block is urgently required. 

25 July: 'Kaikohe Housing Shortage.' 

5 September: The first issue of the News 
war was declared showed that the beginning 01 
tilnies had made an immediate impael, even ff 
small ways. A P and T dance was cancelled 
of the restriC1ions on benzine. The centennial 
tions were curtailed .• The Maori women 01 lne 11S::1 

were one ofthefirst groups in NZto purchase 
and make up bandages forthe Red Cross. BoID~" 
magazines were also colleeled to be sent to 

6 OC1ober: The Women Of The DistriC1 Have 
War Fever .• The Kaikohe Red Cross has 
some acres of land in potatoes. 

14 November: The beautfful stained glass 
in the Methodist Church is to be dedicated 
memory ofthose who first ereeled the cnu'rcn 

in Okaihau. 

19 December: 'Eleelric~y Is Here!' All rnrrn.,. 
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-;- ... -

Please take notice that this l&partment 
finds it necessary.to conduct an engineering survey 
within the boundaries of your property; for' which purpose 
our surveyors wi.:).l··'be working on your land on and aI'ter 
..................... •. -... ;' ..... 193 .... 

Instructions have been given to them to 
cause the minimum amount of inconvenience to you; and 
I shaJ.1 be obliged if you will leave .undisturbed any 
survey marks placed by them in'course of their work • 

This notice does not implY that any 
construction work will be done on the property; ~f.this 
should prove necessatY further notice will be g~en you • 
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District Engineer 
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the value of new buildings·erected as 23,317 pounds 
and for the last six months 15,723 pounds .• SUrvey­
ors are preparing for the sealing of the roads around 
Kaikohe. 

25 November: 'Kaikohe continues to grow and at 
a chamber of commerce meeting Clive Cameron said 
that Kaikohe had reached the point when a much 
wider view would have to betaKen in civic affairs. Jhe 
chamber should co-operate more closely witl1 the 
townboald.MrBiliShaw, chairmanofthetownboald, 
agreed, and said the time was opportune to discuss 
proposals for municipal buildings, a public hall, li­
brary, restrooms, board offices and so on. There was 
also the question of tar sealing the streets and push­
ing ahead with the aerodrome. 

6 December: 'Rre Alarm. At 2.30am on Thursday 
smoke and flames were seen gushing from Northland 
RadiOS' engine shed. The brigade was called but Mr 
Wally..Loinax .badput .0uUbe firEl-witb.a.bose .. 
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1939 
13 January: 'There has been much grumbling 

among the business people althe quantity and quality 
of dust this summer .... But that's not the only troUble. 
Recently Paine Bros bad a cloorwindow smashed by 
a stone that-decided the road was not the place for an 
extraordinary piece of metaL .. SO evidently the street 
was not wholly sealed at this time: 

31 January: Erection of the rust power pole. It was 
ceremoniously erected in Mangakahia Road near its 
junction with Broadway. 

24 Fet!ruary: 'rown Board Meets .Mr Semple. 
Kaiko e's aerodrome will come in due course: 

14 March: The matter Of Maoris riding (on horse­
back) on footpaths was brought up at the town board 
meeting. 'We will have to put a stop to that: said Cr E 
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Marlette, who also brought up the matter of 
restroom. Kaikohe was-in the throes of a 
shortage and Mr W H Moor wrote in saying jl 
adding insult to injury to be deprived of w"tpr ;".' 
daytime as well as at qight. 

17 March: Special train to Auckland 
Kaikohe Friday, 25 March and returning all 
urday at 11 .20pm. Return fare was 29 shilllinrt< 
Okaihau and 28 shillings from Kaikohe, first 

28 March: 'Kaikohe Golf Club. Construction . 
hole course well under way.' 

31 March: 'People in Kaikohe are living in 
and outbuildings not fit for human beings: 
F Guy, president of the chamber of commerce_ 
government had said that building houses in 
was too dear, but Mr W Shaw maintained they 
be built as cheaply here as in any small town. 

moved from Okaihau. 

19 May: Dr Smith of Rawene had lectured 
WEA on the National Health Schem5 .. 

23 May: Two additional teachers 
been appOinted to the staff of the 

quateto 
school. The rapid increase of 
Kaikohe .... will inevitably tax the aC(;onllTl4:>d;;rtiol~ .iSIj~~'; 
a new block is urgently required. 

25 July: 'Kaikohe Housing Shortage.' 

5 September: The first issue of the Ne1Ws ,ane;;;; 
war was declared showed that the beginning 
tilities had made an immediate impact, even 
small ways. A P and T dance was cancelled 
of the restrictions on benzine. The oenteOinial ce'~ 

tions were curtailed . • The Maori women olthe 
were one of the first groups in NZ to purchase 
and make up bandagesforthe Red Cross. Boo~.s~ 
magazines were also collected to be sent to 

6 October: The Women Of The District.1 
War Fever . • The Kaikohe Red Cross has 
some acres of land in potatoes. 

14November: The beautiful stained glass 
in the Methodist Church is to be dedicated 
memory ofthose who first ereiCIEKI the ,chlJrch bLti 
in Okaihau .. 

19 December: 'Electricity Is Here!' All COITi,E 
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and the Iwi Transition Agency, a park and a children's 
playground. On land forming the southern boundary 
to the block is the Pioneer Museum. 

The Pioneer Village complex is not a static display 
of past times, but a constantly evolving project. In 
1967 inspired by a fascinating centennial re-enact­
ment of Okaihau, Mr Pip Williams, mayor of Kaikohe, 
and others, proposed the idea of an outdoor museum. 
This was incorporated in the town plan for part of the 
Marino Block, and some pieces of old machinery from 
Okaihau were housed in the Kaikohe Works depot; 
and there the matter rested. Seven years later when 
the Waimate courthouse, constructed in 1862,Iooked 
like being demolished, and so lost forever, the idea of 
a Pioneer Village arose again. Where betterto restore 

the old courthouse to life than in a 'living museum~, a 
concept which overseas had changed for the better 
the way history was presented? A subscription list 
was opened by the Kaikohe Rotary Club, with the help 
of Rotoract, to raise funds to coverthe cost of removal 
of the Waimate courthouse to Kaikohe and for its 
renovation on the village site. After a brief period of 
inactivity the restoration of the courthouse was finally 
completed by the rotary club in 1976. 

These actions stimulated public interest. In May 
1976, under the chairmanship of Mr Wally Lomax, 
mayor, a public meeting formed the Kaikohe and 
District Historical and Mechanical Society. Wrth the 
help of Mr Jack Lee the society drew up a basic village 
plan. Finance was still, however, a problem. A suc-

cessful radio appeal through 
Radio Northland raised $17,500, 
and dedicated work by such as 
MervBirchall, Tom Clifford, Bruce 
Gillies and many more created 
the village. 

The Northland Air Service had 
begun operations in Jaruary 1947 
using the airfield at Ngapuhi which 
had been buift by American forces 
during the war. f or many years 
the field was used as a passenger 

d
l 

and freight terminal, a light plane ""-'::-='" 
dressing firms. However, the 
Kerikeri field was considered by 
higher authorities to be more sutt­
able as a commercial field. 
Kaikohe airfield since that ilme 
has been home for the Kaikohe 
Gliding Club, and landing place 
for cross-country gliding, and for 
other recreational activities. 

Fundraising for the proposed ---.0 

War Memorial Hall took place over 
a number of years. June Moun-
tain in about 1950 had been 
crowned queen of the first queen 
carnival. But the kttty was grow­
ing only slowly. During May and 
June of 1952 a concentrated fun­
draising campaign was organised 
by a paid organiser, John Woo~ 

of Wairoa. Six queens took part: 

Top, a parade in Broadway, 1940s. Fran Mayall. Bottom, looking over 
Kaikohe to Lake Omapere. Pioneer Village. 

Merle Morlette, Natalie Peryer, 
Kathleen Toia, Jo Goodhue, 
Eileen Robbins and Ahenata 
Webster. At the end of June 
11,000 pounds ($22,000) had 
been raised. On 7 August a 
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II. TrlE .NATIVE LA1:~ Cm.ip..'I'~ 
OF NEW ZEALA~ID 

TOKE:aALJ DIST?.IC'£ 

F=N (to) IN THE MATTER o~ Section 105 of·the Publi! 
Works Act, 1928 

IK TIE i.:A'l"l'::ill of' the lands kn0\7n as 
Otuhi 1B 4A and other blocks 

AT a sitting of' the Court held at Kaikohe on the 14th day of March, 
· 1 ~7, 'before Ivor Prichard, Judge. 

VfflEREAS the whole of' the lands known as Otuhi 1 B 4A and Otuhi 1 C 4B 
3lock·andparts of' the lands known as Otuhi 1C 5 and Ot~~i 10 8 
Blocks were taken under the Public Works Act, 1928, for Defence 
parposes by Proclamations dated the 1 st day of September:, 1942,. and 
the 2nd day of March, 1945, and published in New Zealand Gazette No. 
83 of the 3rd day of September, 1942 at paes 2137 and New Zealand 
Gazette No. 17 of tile 8th day of March, 1945, at page 256, respecti1 

AND WHEREAS the Under-Becrei:.ary, Public Works Department, made 
· application to the Coart ·to assess the amount of compensation to be 

paid .to the. owners or other persons intereste.i in the said. lands and 
decide who are the proper persons to receive such comge~3ation 50 

.assessed: 

":AND WHEREAS the -Co urts1 tting st Auckland on the 29th day of' J.{Sy •.• ;/,f 
:.:-;'1'945 •. made ,an Order :that the amount of . compensation which ;ought'to ~; 
." " . .:....be . .:Paid ·f'01'.:the land~ so :taken· be ;ssse ssed as f'ollow.s.: - .' iE' ,'. ;;~# 
::.'-'~-' - .'.- -,- - .- •. -" . . - -;, • .!-:-.~ 

.. ' ·,:·;·otuhi 1B~li.A· ... 
"; .. ~ .. ·Otuhi 1C 4. 

. . •.. Otuhi 1 C 5 part, 
, ~.:;Otuhi 1 C 8 part 

£292 ~ , 
£180.' ,..,.~ '0 • 

£898< 
£74 .-

. £1,444 

· Ah'D .VMEREAs the Court f'urther ordered·. that the said total sum 

.~-:? ..... 

of £1,~.be paid to the Tokerau District Maori Land 2~ard 
under .Section 552 of' the Native Land Act, 1931, on behalf o~ the 

·owners of the said..1.ands: ... 

A..'ID \'IE:!L'/EAS application has been made to the Court to determine 
who are the persons entitled to be paid such sum of' £1,444. ~. - • 

NOW THE?~FORE in pursuance of' the power and authroity vested in 
it by Section 105 of the Public Works Act, 1928, and any other . 
power it eIlabling 'mE COURT DOTa: HEREBY ORDER ruID DETERMINE that 
the said Bum of' £1.~ -. -. shall be diatributed in th~ proportion 
and to the persons set out in the schedule hereunder and that the 
basis of' distribution to ownership of the said lands having been. 
thus determined, p~ent to indiViduals of their respective shares 
shall be made only in pursuanc'e c-f: a direction o!' the Cota'"!;: 
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Al{D IT IS FURTHER ORDERED as a result of such basis of distributiol 
that the' balance ofOtUhi 1 C 5. aod Otuhi 1 C 8 Blocks and being the 
portions ·of 'suchlands Dot ,taken by the Crown shall be owned 
beneficially by tp-e following:,-

1. Ringi Hone pera f. 
2. Timatanga Tote Pera m. 20 
3. Wiy~toria Tote Para ~. 16 
4. Te Otinga Tote ?era f. 13 
5. Nga Awhina Tote Pera f.11 
6.Te Aroha Tote Pera f. 9 
7. Nga Tawa Tote Pera f~ 8 
8. ,Ka'Terama Tote Pera f. 6 
9. Te Wai tote' Tote Pera m. 6 months 

TOTAL: 

SCM"EDULE 

1/2 
1/16 
1/16 
1/16 
1/16 
1/16 
1/16 
1/16 
1/16 

1 Share 
.... '. 

•
- 1 •. Ngauare Him Pe ra. 

2. Te Hokimate'Himi Pera 
~ 

.L. 

, f. 
285/1444-
,285/1444" 
437/1444 
437/1444, 

3. Ringi'Hooe Pera 
• ; {:-:. _4. To,te'.Hope.Pera"deceaseci 

. ','~' . I t: 
_,"7'lr~ ; .; '.' .. :" . . . 

. 
. .~ .. ~ . ". - '';';.i -: .: 

.. 
- .". • • 

'AS WITNESS'the hand of'the Judge' and 'the Seal of the Court. 

• 
• Pd.' 

, . . ()'.' c" 

~~' 
-------------~~ , -

··dudge. "<' 

.' 

.. -



• 

, , 

, .. :'. 

• " 

• '. 

• .' 
II 
II 
III 
• 
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" 

, 
1. 

'\'" . , 
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./ ," 

,. 
... . , 

. . ". \ 

Extract· from' Bay of Islands Minute Book volume 21 F'Ol10320. 
~~ ... oi_oJ •• #:'~~:-__ .~_~",,;,;,.'_~~ ........ ~.-... ..... ~~ __ ". ..". 

··1'la'Oe: AUckland 
, .: 

pre·.~ent:· 

Tu~sday.; 13~b 'August; 1946 
.' , ~ . 
Jr. 'prlchS!rd, . Judge. : 
J~ T~ W~l'etford~Olerk 

'. " "Date:" 
" -\ 

) 
,---/-' 

~" 

Rlngi' Hone., peils . ,,,: . 
~()tuhl lB 4A and other bl,ooks., 

1\ 
2. 

.\ -. ~--........., 

. APpli'cation',f.or ol'der for ~ayl)len1; fo.r £20. 

}, 'ordl;lrfor: £i0,.1i3tter to be f~~~~p.ded t9~tn~further payment.!;!. 
" without pers6b:al attendance .an(l investigat'ion 0;1, oourt •. . " . 

" ., 
.... ' ,,' 

' .. . : 

, \ 

:' 
,'-

, .. 

" , 
," 

" 

" 

. ' " 

, 

". 

, ' 

. ..\~.' 

, 
", 

.. ~ 

.:.. . ., 
... 

" '. 

, 

I 
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THE 'CHAIRMAN , 
WAITANGI TRIBUNAL 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
P.O. BOX , 5022 
WELLINGTON 

.. ; 

.. ~ ' . 

. -.;-

,Dear ' Si,r, 

RE: KAIKOHE AERODROME 
KOHEWHATA BLOCK ' 

P.O. BOX 385 
'KAIKOHE 
20.7:92 

We the Owners connected to the above Block of Land 

' known as KOHEWHATA which is situated South of the Township of 

Kaikohe approximately three imd a half mi les, w01lId ' like to put 

our case into th~ hands of the Waitangi Tribunal . 

The land consists o£ 134.2912 hectares, the boundaries 

are ,marked in ' brown in the enclosed map. 

,This portion of land was taken under t he Public Works 

Act 1928 during the Second World War and the threat of the 

Japanese war- ,in, the Pacific,. 

There' has been a lot of con'troversy by the Kaikohe 

'Community Council who are now lease,e' s of the property since the 

, Transport Dept ceased Commercial Pa ssenger fli'ghts approximately 

12 years ago. 

I sincerely believe that the official capacity which this land 

has been acquired has expired nearly , 50 years ago and that the 

land shou~d rightfully be returned to' its' Owners, a lthough it did 

not accomplish the purpose the land was taken for, it had 

conveniently fulfilled the purposes which I think was the first 

motive behind the application of the ' Public Works' Dept to' apply 

Moana Tuwhare
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,the' Act. 

The surrounding land which was steep and unsuitable for 

use, had been leased to four local farmers, since that day mearly 

:50 years ago to·this'present day . 

The Transport, Dept is willing to return the la'nd to its 

Owne'rs at a total Cost of $640,000.00 but the Kaikohe Cominuni ty 

','C:ouncil' want's to hang on to the land of which they are leasees 
.'. , 

" of. 

They are at present negotiating, with the Far North 

District Council to purchase the property • 

We do want the land returned with no strings attached. 

FAMILIES INVOLVED: WIHONGI WHANAU 
MAIHIWHANAU 
MOON'WHANAU 
CLARKE WHANAU 

'CASSIDY WHANAU 
PERA WHANAU 

"Hoping that this short precis, will start the ball rolling. 

Thanking you, 
Yours faithfully, 



• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
' • 
• • 
• 
•• --

; 

The ·Blocks or land which is ~own· as TAWAPUKU now known as OTUHI 

No 3. No .14. No 7. Pt IB4A. Pt 1C5. Pt 1C8. Pt 1C3. Pt .lC4. 

Pt 1C2. Pt .1Cl. Pt IB4B2B. 1B3. 

PROCLAMATION 

Dated the 1st day Sept 
the .N.Z Gazette No··83, 
N.Z Gazette No 17 8th 

1942 and ~nd day 
3rd Sept 1942 
day March. 1945 

N.Z Gazette 1942 

N~Z Gazette 1945 

.. N.Z Gazette 1945 

N.Z Gazette 1950 

page 2137 

page 256. 

page 1551 

page 1757 

March 1945. 
page 2137 
page 256. 

Published in 

Full·data should be acquir~d in the N.Z.Gazette 1942,45,50 

Taitokerau District Maori Land Court. 

·g~J:'4-
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nsaward again 

lde 
Om 
e total cost is 
range of $5-10 
:3-5 years and 
rasDowtofund 

- the only adult male 
resident at the Mid North 
Women's Refuge in Kaikohe -
has again been awarded a 
Whiskas Top' Cat :Award, in 
recognition of his role as 
"minder." 

The big ginger and white cat 
first rec"eived the award and a 
year's supply of tinned cat food 
two years ago. 

T.C. prowls the. refuge fence 
and provides a shoulder to cry 
on for many women and 
children residents 

MP·lands 
airports 
for only 
$1.78,000 

Far North MP John Carter has 
' .. secured the three Far North 
'aii1>ortsfrom the Crown for less 
than·$178,OOO. 

LangF!lJ1! was seeking $220,000 
for the Kaikohe airport' alon.e, but· 
~ Carter - with help from Mayor 
Sue James and Far North District 
Council general manager Ross 
Baw.d - has screwed the price down 
to $178,000 for all three airports at 
Kaitaia, Kerikeri and Kaikohe. 

Mr Carter said he had also 
managed to break the Mount Cook 
Airlines monopoly on the Kerikeri 
Airport, enabling· commercial 
negotiations and opportunities to 

_ develop an upgraded service in the 
area. 

"I am confident that, managed 
well, Kaitaia and Kerikeri in 
conjunction with Whangarei caD. 
offer a far wider commercial service 
than that currently experienced by 
Far Nortli.!Ieople," Mr carter said. 

The three airports will be 
transferred . into. community 
ownership. 

Community ownership 
Kaikohe airport is now secure to 

be used for recreational purposes 
and can be kept ;r future 
opportunities for development arise 
without the risk of it reverting back 
tofarmland, Mr Carter. said. 

Kaitaia airport will transfer to 
the community for commercial use 
subject to a Waitangi Tribunal 
claim over the airport land. 

The future of the airports would 
no longer be influenced by 
Wellington-based bureaucrats. 

Mr Carter said the community 
now had a serious challenge and a 
great opportunity to turn the 
airports into positive assets for the 
district. 

John Carter _ • : price 
screwed down. 

Burned man 
still in 

. Jlmmy Bristows family 
thought lie had heeD. beaten up 
after an incident at Paihia two 
weeks ago, hut hehadburns over 
much of his body_. 

Mr Bristow, 26, of Kaikohe, 
remains serioUsly .ill at the 
Northland Base Hospital. 

A member of the family told the 
Northern News that Mr Bristow 
spoke at the weekend for the first 
time since he was injured. He had 
been taken off a life support 
machine. 

Two men appeared iIi the 
Kaikohe District Court last week 
accused of assaulting Mr Bristow. 

They have been remanded in 
custody until May 21. 

: 
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John Kaka Clark 

6677 Mangakahia Road 

kaikohe . R.D.! 

Northland 

19;~;;-;;;;:;\') 
,I 

Far North District Council 

Regarding Kaikohe Arodrome. 

PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 

Dear Sir/ Madam 

I'm writing in regards to the lease.issued in 1999 to Far North Holdings ,and now im led.to 

believe to the "kaikohe Gliding Club" short or in perpetuaty im not fully aware of. 

Prior to· the "F.N.Holdings" lease which included some residual land surrounding the 

aerodrome.We the Owners were supposedly offered the land back for a sum of approx 

$660,000 No consultation process was carried out with the descendants of the orginal 

owners ,Most if not all of us (the original owners descendants) first learnt about this process, 

After a artical was published in the Northern News saying attempts were made to contact us 

,I stress We were not consulted. 

I live next door to aerodrome as many of us still do. 

Now im not a lawyer but it was an election promise made by John Key to return land taken 

under the "Public Works Acts". You can hardly call the currant situation a public work or of 

any public use, who are banned entry. 

Not a cent has been spent on the once beautifully tree lined roadway to the Aerodrome,and 

the cattlestop is endanger of collaspe.My father and I have mowed the frontage and tryed to 

keep this frontage looking well kept with no assitance from Glider Club 1??? . 
My father is now eighty four ,and 1m fifty four ,we still do our best with not so much asa 

thankyou. 

My Grandfathers,mother was living on the Aerodrome land at the time it was taken for War 

Purposess under the "Public Works Act.Her house was demolished by a bulldozer II I . 

Its TIme for you to return this land to its rightful owners ,The descendants of the Original 

OWners. 

1 

Moana Tuwhare
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0\ would like a written statement on your legal status and future plans for the Kaikohe 

Aerodrome a.s.a.p. 

Yours Sincerely 

John Kaka Clark 

cc; Mr f:lgne-HaraWira M.P. Tai Tokerau. 
0" " 

'\ 
) 

2 
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I ~,,\ (\10) 
Far North. 
District (ouncil 

· 4 October 2012 

· MrJ K Clark-~ 
· 6677 Mangakahia ~oad . 
·RD1 r 

KAIKOHE 0474 / 

Dear Sir 

RE: KAIKOHE AIRPORT 

I 

I 

Your letter of 19. September 2012' has been referred to me for ~ response. 

io.1ohe 0440. Now Zeolond 

Fteephooe: 0800 920 029 

Ph.ne, (09) 4015200 
----. .- ...... ,"---" 

FoX: (09)4011137 --._---_ .. _---
.£lIl!liI:osl~ 

Websile: iuwW.fndc.govt.nz 

Te KtlIHIiIJMa 0 Tai ToIceirJu Ki Ie Raki 
':"':'; i":-, :'.:. :,~-. :';,:e~!1 

,:;tfi. ,..:: "-'~1;~ ;-::".,< 

You will probably be very 'much aware of the history of the airport and our records may not 
be as up to date as yours however perhaps the following might give you an indication as to 
how we see the situation. 

The land on which the .airport is constructed was acquired by the Crown in 1942 under the 
Public Works Act, and when it was decided that it was surplus to the Crown's requirements it 
was sold to the Bay of Islands County Council. We understand that at the time the County 
purchased it the provisions of the Public Works Act requiring it first to be offered back to the 
original owners were followed_ . . 

The Far North District Council, which succeeded the Bay of Island County Council in the 
1989 re-organisation, therefore became the owner ·of the land. The Council later created Far 
North Holdings as. a Council Controlled Trading Organisation to handle the Commercial 
assets of the Council and the Kaikohe airport was transferred to that cOlYlpany. 

· The Airport was managed by Far North Holdings Ltd on behalf of the Far North District 
.Council until·last year when Far North Holdings and the Council agreed that the Company 
shOUld nothave to look after non-commercial assets, i.ec those which were unlikely to sl1.ovy a 
commercial return,. so the airport was returned to the Council to be managed as a 
recreational airport. . 

· The Kaikohe Gliding Club has ~en leasing the 'land for some time in return ·for carrying out 
ground maintenance and it has indicated that it is willing to work in with any other potential 
users ohhe land. Civil Aviation requirements in respect of the airport are being met and the 

· Far North Holdings Ltd Airport Manager, who oversees the Kerikeri Airport, undertakes the 
inspections required. 

The Council has stated within its 2012-22 Long Term Plan which was finalised earlier in the 
year, that no provision has been made within the Long Term Plan for any money to be spent 

· upgrading the Kaikohe Airport as' CounCil considers this ·tobe a recreational ·airport and 
unlikely iii the short or medium term to attract· sufficient· use to justify any major 
improvements. Council also understands that the Kaikohe-Hokianga Com·munity Board is 
looking to develop a str~tegy with the aim to increase the use of the facility. 

~~-1 

:1-

Moana Tuwhare
      16.



Ii 

• 
Ii 
Ii 
II 
II .. 
II 

• 
Ii 

• • • • • • .. 
• .. ... 

. I can understand the sentiments behind your comments that the land should be returned to 
· itS rightful owners however the Council sees the airport as a community facility which it 
should retain and a number of elected members in fact envisage that in the long term it might 
well be developed as an international airport, and thus it is unlikely to entertain any 
suggestion that it relinquish its title to the land. 

· As the land is no longer Crown land it is not .Iand which .could automatically be part of any 
Treaty Settlell1Emt, although I understand that"there is a Treaty claim. over it, but it would 
need someon-e-Ii~e the Treaty of Waitangi Tribunal to carry out the appropriate research and 
consultation to determine and settle the previous ownership if the Council ever changed it 

I . . 
mind. ) 

· I would .suggest fhat the Kaikohe-Hokianga Community Board would welcome any comments 
· or suggestions as to how the facility might be improved or made more useful or more 

presentable and in this regard you might wish to first talk to its secretary Aisha Huriwai, .who 
can also be contacted on the number below .. 

--I-frust thafthis inforriiiition has been helpful however if you require anything further please do 
not hesitate to contact me on our freephone number 0800 920 029 or on 09401 5200 (if 
using e). .. 

Richard Palmer 
COUNCIL ADVISORY SERVICES MANAGER 

Richard_palmer@fndc.govlnz 




