With a roll of only 85, Matauri
Bey. School is among  the
smalleat in the country, but it

ow boasts the rare privilege of
ossessing: one “of the highly
prized Waitangi flags.

The flag: = a replica of the

New Zesland

own' on. céremonial: occasions
_ on'the flagstaff at the Waitangi
Treaty House.

And, last wesek, Waitangi
National Trust Board deputy-

hairman Sir ‘James Henare

resented ‘the flag used there
{or the past year.

In addition, Sir James
officially - opened the school's
longawaited new primer block

- and celebrated the conversion
f:the old block into a library.

\ ‘WELCOMED

It was a ‘big day. for the
Matauri Bay, area ‘and ‘almost
the ‘whole community turned
ks .

Sir ‘James ‘and Lady Rese
were - challenged = as _-they
arrived by two former pupils at
the ‘school, Bldward . Jones and
Johngoh :Williams, “who " now

. attend Whangaroa College.
 Then' they " were formally

elcomed by-local kaumaina Mr

. Eru- Stewart: and - Mr. Kira

- Williams ‘plus'school committee

‘Sir-James presented the flag
to the school's senior pupil Sam
Poley.

In tesponse another pupil,

Leila Foley, gave Lady Rose a
. Epray of flowers,

Sir. James then officially

ened. the Dew primer block

hich . was “blessed “by *local
minister Rev. Nuku Stewart,
. "No decision "has yet. been
taken-on how to display the
flag,
Its history is outlined in
Brett's' -Historical Series of
Early: New Zealand which
states;

“Difficulties having arisen

especting “the registration of:

¢ ghips:that had been built in .
_the: Hokdanga river, Mr Busby

posed to the Governor of New
South Wales that New Zealand
onld have 2 national flag and

e’ ‘Governor ordered

Alligator to the Bay of Islands
with three pattern flags for the
chiefs to select one from.

“The day of selection was
fixed for the 20th of March,
1934, when a considerable body
of natives met at the house of
Mr Busby, The chiefs were
assembled in a large oblong
square tent canopied by dif-
ferent flags.

_“Mr Busby read a speech to
the people assembled explana-
tory-of the object in view in
offering ‘them a flag and the
advantages accruing = there-
from, ‘when the: three pattern
flags were displayed and votes
were taken as to the choice,

“Marshall says: My friénd
“Hau came to me to consult as to
which. he should vote for, and
having discovered how my
taste lay paid me the compli-
ment of adopting it and can-
vassed others for their votes

also.

“It was the one finally
chosen, & white flag with a. St
George's crogs and in the upper
corner -on the left hand a blue
field with a red eross andfour
white stars, twelve votes
having been obtained for it,-
ten for the next, and six only
for the third...the fature ensign
of New Zealand flashed forth to
float upon- the breeze:.while
the chiefs were regaled outside
on pigs, potatoes and lillipee.”

 SENIOR PUPIL st Matauri Bay Schoo, Sam Foley,
exchanges a hongi with Sir James after receiving
the Waitangi flag from him.
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ABOVE: Sir James
Henare iz assisted by
‘Rev. Nuku Stewart to
display the Waitangi
flag as he explains its
history to Matauri Bay
School pupils,

\

\

AT LEFT: Matauri Bay
School prineipal Mrs
Delce Millar with a
mural she painted on
the school and entitled
“The essence of the
Matauri Bay School

aren.”

BELOW: Sir James and
Lady Rose with the two
young warriors who
challenged them on
their arrival, Edward
Jones and  Johnson
Williams, and local kuia
Mrs Martha Broughton.
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wri Bay School Committee
7 Stewart in planting a kauri
ion.

R " SIR JAMES HENARE gets some help. from Matayri Bay School Cominitt
members Mrs Karen Williams (at left) and Mrs Luey Stewart in planting a kaj
to commemorate the ocecasion.
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' SENIOR PUPIL at Mataun Bay School, Sam Fo]ey,
-exchanges a hongi with Sir James after receiving
the Waitangi flag from him.
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E kiia nei a Aperahama Taonui: ‘E nga rangatira o Ngapuhi, whakarongo mai. Kaua e uhia
te Tiriti o Waitangi ki te kara o Ingarangi, engari me uhi ano ki tou kara Maori, kit e kahu o
tenei motu’.

Aperahama Taonui urged Ngapuhi against taking up Pakeha customs and politics in
favour of their own with the words ‘don’t cover the Treaty of Waitangi with the Enghsh
flag, but cover it with your own flag, the cloak of this land’.













Whangaroa

The musket, much sought after by
the Maori tribes. The Whangaroa
traditions added Te Ketanumia to the
names given by Hongi Hika to his
personal muskets, being the one borne
by his gun-carrier in the pursuit of the
Ngati-Pou. An even more celebrated
firearm was in the district, too. &
Hodgkin in his journal recorded that on
December 30, 1833: “Several natives
visited the ship (the Buffalo), including
the son of a celebrated warrior called
Shungee. He brought on board a
double-barrelled fowling piece for our
armourer to repair. It had on the stock

4 a piece of plate with this description —

“Given by His Majesty King George the
Fourth to Shungee, King of Napooe,
New Zealand”. The piece was in poor
condition, having been tabooed with the
remains of Shungi, who had been dead
for five or six years.”

82

many little tokens of his regard for them.” Wherever he went, Richard
found Maori friends to guide him. The name Kani-nama was a passport to
safety.

The Buffalo’s log commonly refers to payments for goods and services
being made in tobacco, but other records of the time indicate that, when it
came to serious business, muskets and powder were the only trade goods of
value. Richard Hodgkin, who was aboard the Buffalo when she anchored
about three miles up “the romantic and lake-like harbour of Wangarooa”,
recorded that the local chiefs came aboard and agreed on the payment to be
given for each spar and help given in dragging it from the forest to where
the tide flows: “Two blankets, two muskets, bayonet, scabbard and cartouch
box, 20 Ibs powder, 18 musket balls, a few fish hooks, pipes and 4 lbs
tobacco.” The ship, by one report, even made some payments with seven-
barrelled musketoons, left-overs from the days of Nelson; while there were
suggestions that future trade might be made in Congreve war rockets. It was
also claimed by the Rev Yate that on a subsequent voyage the captain would
be willing to trade “20 double-barrelled guns, 10 fowling pieces and 200
muskets complete with bayonets and all accoutrements, as well as much
other equipment including 5000 ball cartridges”, for a cargo of kauri. No
wonder that, before the Buffalo sailed, the local chiefs entered an agree-
ment with Captain Sadler to preserve all timber of the sizes required —
from 64 ft to 85 ft long — for a year and a half, or until they were told
whether the Admiralty would be sending another ship for spars or not. It
did not send such a ship — at least to Whangaroa.

Out of the many names on the early land claims four names stand out as
representing families which became established in the district — William
Spickman, Henry Davis Snowden, James Shepherd and John Hayes — and
one now less well known. This settler was Captain William Powditch, whose
name appears in the lists of land claims from 1835 to 1838. Powditch had
arrived in New Zealand in 1831 to become a partner in Gilbert Mair’s
trading business at Te Wahapu in the Bay of Islands. Described by James
Busby, the British resident, as “a settler of great respectability”, he looked
after the firm’s shipping agency and was also postmaster for the Bay of
Islands — the first postmaster in New Zealand. However, he left the firm
and the bay in 1835 to move on to his first Whangaroa claim, still as Mair’s
trading partner. There, in his own words, he began to “carry on coast trade
in produce and timber in addition to the operation of his property.”

One catches glimpses of Powditch in Whangaroa later in the journal of
the Rev Richard Taylor, who walked along thé coast north from the Bay of
Islands on a number of occasions. On one visit to Whangaroa in November,
1839, Taylor was naturally impressed with the place: “It is indeed a beauti-
tul haven, the scenery most romantic and the land fertile, it appeared to me
far preferable to the Bay of Islands.” He held a service at James Shepherd’s
mission home on the harbour shore. “A Capt and Mrs Powditch came, I was
rather pleased with him,” wrote Taylor, “he stayed until nearly seven and
had eight miles to return by water.” On a later visit: “We called on Captain

‘Powditch, who has a melancholy place up a muddy creek. [Probably at

Waitapu]. He was not at home; his wife and daughter gave us a kind
reception.”

As with many other conflicting details in Whangaroa history, Powditch is
credited with a varying lifestyle. One account gives him a large vineyard, a
brewing house, four Europeans in his employ and a two-storeyed house at
Waitapu. More down to earth is an extract from a letter Powditch himself
wrote from Whangaroa on April 16, 1843: “We are now busy adding a
room for Rose Ann, which we are doing in mud. We have already built a
mud kitchen, which is the most comfortable room we have ever had. It is
cheaper than wood and more warm”.

Inancacoo.




Wreck by Red Island

The memorial at Matauri Bay to
commemorate Samuel Marsden’s first
landing on the mainland of New
Zealand.

pent
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Terra del Fuego south of Magellan Strait. There the ship lost all its anchors
and cables trying to avoid being wrecked on what has been called the world’s
most terrible coast, the ship eventually being saved only by being held fast
for many days against the rocks. Somehow she was later worked out of
danger to reach Valparaiso five months after leaving New Zealand and then
went on, after repairs, to Lima. There Mrs Morley died, Thomas Davis
(sometimes also called George, and also sometimes Davies) took ship back to
England and the two little girls were looked after by Spanish families until
they could be returned to Australia. Betsy grew into a beautiful young
woman and, as Mrs Throsby, with eventually 17 children, she helped to
found a prosperous New South Wales family. Mrs Morley’s daughter grew
up to be a school teacher in Sydney, and Thomas Davis was drowned at
Shoalhaven in New South Wales in 1822.

Just how and why the attack on the Boyd was made — and by whom — is
confused by conflicting accounts and by later evidence. None of the versions
is unflawed and the truth can now never be known. The accepted account
(for all its gaps and contradictions) is that it was an act of utu (acceptable and
in fact necessary by the Maori standards of honour at the time) for the
flogging of Te Ara on the passage from Port Jackson. But the affair did not
end there. To the European world it was the worst shipping disaster of its
kind in history. It was to result in unease and mistrust on all sides for years
to come. European retribution fell first unofficially and maybe erroneously
on the Bay of Islands chief, Te Pahi; but never on the Whangaroa tribes.
The Bay of Islands Maoris, however, reacted against what was seen as a
threat to trade; and open hostility between the two areas was not eased until
the personal intervention of Samuel Marsden ended it, at least on the
surface.

Marsden came to establish his mission in the Bay of Islands in 1814, only
after five years of indecision caused by the Boyd incident, and only after an
advance party had pronounced that the venture would be safe. He came, too,
in company with three prominent and friendly Maori chiefs — Ruatara,
Hongi Hika and Korokoro.

“. .. Our progress along the coast (from North Cape) was but slow,”

45




Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Sydney, 17 August, 1835.

NEW ZEALAND.

HS Excellency the GOVERNOR Is pleased fo

direct it fo be noftified, for general
Information, that a Despatch has recently

© been received from the Right Honorable the
‘ Secrefary of State for the Colonies, conveying
His Mayjesty’s approbation of an arrangement
made by this Government for complying with
the wishes of the Chiefs of New Zealand fo
adopt a National Flag in their collective
capacity, and also of the Register of Vessels,
builf in that country, granted by the Chiefs
and certified by the British Resident, being
considered as valid insftruments, and
respected as such in the infercourse which
those Vessels may hold with the British
Fossessions.

The following is a description of the Flag

which has been adopted:-
A Red St. George’s Cross on a Whife ground.
In the first quarter, a Red St. George’s Cross
on a Blue ground, pierced with four white

srars.

_By His Excellency’s Command,

ALEXANDER MCLFAY



Shaw Savill Line postcard depicting the United Tribes Ensign,
[19--]

Reference Number: 82-419-01

Postcard depicting the ceremony choosing the "first National Flag of New Zealand,
by the Maori chiefs". The illustration includes James Busby, Maori chiefs and
dignitaries. In the background is the ship "HMS Alligator'. Caption also notes that
"This flag was adopted by Shaw Savill & Company as its House Flag in 1858 it having

ceased to be the National Flag when New Zealand came under British sovereignty”.
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History of the New Zealand Flag

Flag of the United Tribes of New Zealand (1834-1840)

Trading troubles

The idea of a flag to represent New Zealand was first broached in 1830, when
the Hokianga-built trading ship Sir George Murray was seized in Sydney by
Customs officials for sailing without a flag or register. Australia, New
Zealand's major trading market, was subject to British navigation laws which
ruled that every ship must carry an official certificate detailing construction,
ownership and nationality of the ship. At that time, New Zealand was not yet
a British colony and New Zealand-built ships could not sail under a British flag
or register. Without a flag to represent the new nation, trading ships and their
valuable cargoes would continue to be seized.

The seizure of the Sir George Murray and her detainment in Neutral Bay
occurred whilst two principal Maori chiefs, believed to be Patuone and Taonui,
were on board, and reports at the time indicate that the Maori population
were 'exceedingly indignant' upon hearing the news of the ship's fate. In New
South Wales also, there was sympathy for New Zealand's plight and the
weekly Australian called for amending legislation to remove any obstacie to
New Zealand's increasing trade with Port Jackson. While a temporary licence
was granted in August 1831 allowing the Sir George Murray to return to
Sydney for trading, the need for an official flag to mark New Zealand-built
ships was clear.

Busby takes up the cause
Upon arriving in the Bay of Islands in 1833 to take up the position of British
Resident, James Busby almost immediately wrote to the Colonial Secretary in

New South Wales suggesting that a New Zealand flag be adopted. Aside from
solving the problems with trans-Tasman trade, Busby also saw the flag as a

http://www.mch.govt.nz/nzflag/history/united.html 20/08/2010
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way of encouraging Maori chiefs to work together, paving the way for some
form of collective government. The Australian authorities agreed
wholeheartedly with his proposal for a flag, and some months later forwarded
a possible design, consisting of a white background with four biue horizontal
bands across it and the Union Jack in the top left-hand corner. This design
was, however, deemed unsuitable by Busby as it contained no red, 'a colour
to which the New Zealanders are particularly partial, and which they are
accustomed to consider as indicative of rank'. The senior missionary of the
Church Missionary Society, Rev. Henry Williams, was enlisted to design an
alternative flag, drawing on his experience as a lieutenant in the Royal Navy.
The three flag designs he produced were then sent to Governor Bourke in
New South Wales, who had the designs sewn up and forwarded to Busby by
way of HMS Alligator.

Maori chiefs choose a flag

United Tribes Ensign

On 20 March 1834, 25 chiefs from the Far North and their followers gathered
at Waitangi to choose a flag to represent New Zealand. A number of
missionaries, settlers and the commanders of 10 British and 3 American ships
were also in attendance at the occasion. Following Busby's address, each
chief was called forward in turn to select a flag, while the son of one of the
chiefs recorded the votes. The preferred design, a flag already used by the
Church Missionary Society, received 12 out of the 25 votes, with the other
two designs receiving 10 and 3 votes respectively. Busby declared the chosen
flag the national flag of New Zealand and had it hoisted on a central flagpole,
accompanied by a 21 gun salute from HMS Alligator.

|

Two Maori figures beneath
the United Tribes Flag

http://www.mch.govt.nz/nzflag/history/united.html 20/08/2010
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The new flag was then sent back to New South Wales for passage to King
William IV. Governor Bourke also enclosed a drawing of the flag's design,
which shows a large flag, with the red cross of St. George on a white
background, and a smaller red St.George's cross in the top left-hand corner
on a blue background. The smaller cross had a wide black border and a white
8 pointed star featured in each of the blue quarters divided by the cross. The
King approved the flag, and a drawing of it was circulated through the
Admiralty with instructions to recognise it as New Zealand's flag. It came to
be known as the Flag of the United Tribes of New Zealand in recognition of
the title used by the same chiefs when they met again

Differing descriptions

United Tribes Ensign from 1845
publication

Descriptions of the flag published in the New South Wales Gazette, the
Admiralty's flag book of 1845 and William Yate's account of New Zealand in
1835 differ from the original in respect of the colour of the border around the
smaller St. George's cross and the number of points on the stars. One
version, with a white border around the cross and six-pointed stars, was
hoisted by the New Zealand Company when Colonel William Wakefield and
the Tory landed at Petone beach in September 1839. The Museum of New
Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa holds a flag believed to be that used by
Wakefield. The Shaw Savill and Albion shipping company adopted a very
similar version as a house flag.

http://www.mch.govt.nz/nzflag/history/united.html 20/08/2010
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Significance of the flag

South African War medal
depicting United Tribes
flag

More detail

Busby's hope that the flag would provide a means for encouraging Maori to
act collectively was partially fulfilled when many of the chiefs involved went
on to sign the Declaration of Independence in 1835. To Maori, the United
Tribes flag was significant in that Britain had recognised New Zealand as an
independent nation with its own flag, and in doing so, had acknowledged the
mana of the Maori chiefs. As only northern chiefs were involved in choosing
the flag, it became particularly significant to northern Maori. By way of oral
history and tradition, the flag remains important to successive generations of
northern Maori today. The flag could be sighted flying in various locations
around the Bay of Islands, as well as on ships plying their trade to Sydney.
Ships calling at other ports in New Zealand led to the flag's use in other parts
of the country as well.

Following the signing of the Treaty of Waitangi on 6 February 1840, the Union
Jack replaced the Flag of the United Tribes of New Zealand as the official flag
of New Zealand. The new Lieutenant -Governor, William Hobson, forcibly
removed the United Tribes flag from the Bay of Islands, and had the New
Zealand Company's version of the flag hauled down at Port Nicholson.

Heke felling the flagstaff at
Kororareka

More detail

http://www.mch.govt.nz/nzflag/history/united.html 20/08/2010
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Some Maori, including Hone Heke, believed that Maori should have the right
to fly the United Tribes flag alongside the Union Jack, in recognition of their
equal status with the government. Heke's repeated felling of the flagstaff at
Kororareka between 1844 and 1846 was a vivid rejection of the Union Jack,
which was viewed as a symbol of British power over Maori. Similarly,
Tarawhaiti's act of hoisting the United Tribes flag on the island of Ruapuke in
1844 symbolised Maori independence. The use of the United Tribes flag
design on the back of a medal presented to a soldier of the South African War
suggests that before the current flag was instituted, the United Tribes flag
may also have been used to represent a distinct New Zealand identity,
separate from that of the British Empire and Union Jack.

History of the NZ Flag
The Union Jack

RELATED INFO

Flags of New Zegland {(NZHistorv.net.nz)

Tam

(Y

ng the Frontier (on NZHistory.net.nz)

Biographies of the following people mentioned on this page can be found at
www.dnzb.govt.nz:

James Busby

William Hobson

Hone Wiremu Heke Pokai (Hone Heke)
Eruera Maihi Patuone

Aperahama Taonui

William Wakefield

Henry Williams

William Yate

Crown Copvright

®

http://www.mch.govt.nz/nzflag/history/united.html 20/08/2010



Aotearoas’ first flag

Henry Williams had drawn three designs and the designs had been made up in Sydney into proper
flags which the HMS Alligator bought back to Aotearoa.

The chiefs voted for the flag the Anglican missionaries already used. This flag was known as the flag
of the United Tribes of New Zealand, and is the one Ko Huiarau, the United Tribes, still use today.
The Union Jack replaced it in 1840 as the official flag.

New Zealand built ships were registered in the name of the Independent Tribes of New Zealand. The
British King recognised it as the national flag of New Zealand. This was a sign to Maori that the British
Crown recognised their mana and the mana of New Zealand.

Ko Huiarau Independence Flag. 1834

Present New Zealand flag




Choosing a national flag

Ineffective as Busby may have appeared, he did have a good understanding of the situation in Aotearoa.
He felt that if he could help Maori to form a united group, they could form a new Maori government
that could solve many of the country’s problems.

Busby used the seizure of the ship Sir George Murray as a reason and example for iwi to unite. He

proposed that a group of rangatira get together and choose a national flag for Aotearoa. The rangatira

could then petition the King for recognition of the flag, meaning that ships built here would be
: recognised on the oceans and in the harbours of the world.

In March, 1834, Busby invited twenty five rangatira and a number of Pakehi to a meeting in Waitangi.
The purpose of the meeting was to choose a new national flag. The rangatira were presented with
three options for the flag. The one they chose was hoisted and flown beside the British flag and
honoured with a twenty one gun salute.

What is 3 haki (flag)?

. A flag has great mana or status.
. It should not be flown when it's torn or dirty.
o It should be flown through all types of weather.
o A flag represents the spirit of a country.
. People identify with their national flag.
. A flag should be treated respectfully. You can be prosecuted if you intentionally
damage or dishonour the New Zealand flag.
o Raising a flag is a sign of hope for the future.
. Lowering a flag is a sign of respect for what has come before.
; . A flag’s design call tell you a lot about the history of a place.

e Agood example is the current New Zealand flag.
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political party. For convenience the field is here
divided into nine categories: (a) Pre-1840 and
historical flags; (b) New Zealand Government flags;
(c) The Governor’s standards; (d) Maori “King”
Movement flags ; (e) Hauhau rebel flags; (f) Te Kooti’s
flags; (g) Maori “Queen” flags; (h) Shipping com-
panies’ flags; (i) Companies’, churches’, and club flags.
These by no means constitute a complete record and
several categories have been excluded, such as flags
from New Zealand’s dependencies, regimental flags,
uniformed youth or other movements’ flags, sports
clubs, and the like. With the exception of Government
and vice-regal flags, only examples illustrative of
each category are shown.

Pre-1840 and Historical Flags

Abel Tasman (g.v.), the first European to visit New
Zealand, flew the flag of the Duich FEast India
Company. This was a horizontal tricolor, orange,
white, and pale blue (the old national flag of the
Netherlands), with a black monogram consisting of
the letters “V.0.C.” (Vereenigde Oost-Indische
Compagnie™) on the white strip (Al).

When Captain Cook (g.v.) visited New Zealand,
he flew the old Union Jack (dating from 12 April
1606) which combined the cross of St George with
that of St. Andrew (A2). The present day Union
Jack, with the cross of St. Patrick added, was not
instituted until 1801,

The Church Missionary Society flew a distinctive
flag over its missions before 1840, and this, or a very
close variant, was adopted by the independent tribes
in 1834. Baron De Thierry (g.v.) used a large “blue
and crimson’ silken flag, but this was destroyed
during the Hone Heke (g.v.) troubles in 1845, and no
description appears to have survived.

—. Flag of the Independent Tribes of New Zealand
(1834): Prior to the signing of the Treaty of Waitangi
(g.v.) in 1840, New Zealand had no status in inter-
national law. In 1830 the Sir George Murray, a vessel
built in New Zealand and sailing under no flag, was
seized by Sydney customs authorities on the grounds
that her register was not legal. Busby (g.v.), the
British Resident at the Bay of Islands, therefore
suggested that the Maori chiefs should select a flag
to be recognised by British authorities as the national
flag of the New Zealand tribes. The first design,
submitted by naval authorities in Sydney, was rejected
on the grounds that it had no red in it — as red was
regarded as a sign of rank by the Maoris. In 1834
a choice was made at a meeting of Maori chiefs at
Waitangi presided over by the British Resident. The
flag was hoisted and HMS Alligator, which was
standing off shore, honoured it with a 21-gun salute.
The design was later approved by King William 1V,
and the Vice-Admiral, East Indies Station, was
instructed to recognise it as the flag of a sovereign
State.

The flag, measuring 16 ft x 10 ft, consisted of a red
St. George’s cross on a white ground. In the upper
canton next the staff, a red St. George’s cross with
black fimbriation was surrounded by a blué ground

pierced with four eight-point stars (B). Known as
the “Flag of the Independent Tribes of New Zealand™
it remained the national ensign until 1840, when thé
Union Jack superseded it. The flag was gazetted iy
New South Wales on 19 August 1835 where the
description omitted the black fimbriation, subs-
tuting white instead, and made the stars six point
instead of eight point. This mistake, of course,
could not invalidate the chiefs’ selection, but the
error has been perpetuated in a number of ways,
The New Zealand Company flew a flag over j(s
Petone settlement, which was correct according to
the New South Wales’ Gazette notice. In 1858 (he
Shaw Savill and Albion Shipping Co. adopted a
house flag similar to the design gazetted in New
South Wales, but omitted the white fimbriation.
While this is a legitimate example of “differencing”,
the Shaw Savill flag (A23) is a variation, not of the
flag of the independent tribes, but of the erroncous
New South Wales version. As late as 1844 the flag
of the independent tribes was flown by Tuhawaiki
{(g.v.) at Ruapuke Island (g.v.) to show that he did not
subscribe to the Treaty of Waitangi.

Towards the end of the nineteenth century, a
series of maritime flags were proposed for the
constituent states of an Imperial Confederation.
Their basis was the Union Jack suitably quartered to
indicate ships of the several States. New Zealand’s
distinguishing badge was to be Triangulum Australis,
consisting of three five-point red stars on a white
field in the lower left-hand quarter of the Union
Jack (Ad).

NEW ZEALAND ENSIGN AND GOVERNMENT
FLAGS

The New Zealand Ensign

From 1840 until after the passing of the Immperial
“Colonial Naval Defence Act, 1865, New Zealand
possessed no flag of its own, but used either the
Union Jack for all occasions ashore or, if the occasion
was a maritime one, the appropriate British naval
or maritime ensign. In 1865, because there was
considerable uncertainty about the question, the
Admiralty laid down the following rules:

“That any vessel provided and used under the
third section of the Colonial Naval Defence Acl’’
(i.e., any ship of war belonging to a colonial
government) “should wear the blue ensign, with
the seal or badge of the colony in the fly thercof,
and a blue pennant” (or pendant) (F1).

“That all vessels belonging to, or permanently in
the service of the colonies, but not commissioned
as vessels of war,...should wear a similar blue
ensign, but not the pennant.”

At that time the New Zealand Government
possessed ships in neither category, but on 10 January
1867, when four small steamers were in commission,

~ Sir George Grey (g.v.) issued a proclamation appoint-

ing “‘the letter NZ in red, . . . surrounded by a margin
of white” to be used as the colony’s badge on the
blue ensign (A5). This arrangement was temporary,
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B. Flag of the Independent Tribes, 1834

and in 1869 Sir George Bowen (g.v.) deemed it
“expedient to adopt a permanent device”. Con-
sequently, on 23 October 1869 it was proclaimed that

.... “‘the seal or badge in future to be worn, in

accordance with the Queen’s Regulations, as the

distinctive badge of the colony, by all vessels
belonging to or permanently employed in the service
of the Colonial Government of New Zealand,
shall be the Southern Cross, as represented in
the Blue Fnsign by fcur five-pointed red stars in
the fly, with white borders to correspond to the
colouring of the Jack; in the Jack by four five-
pointed white stars on the red ground of the St.

George’s Cross; and in the pendant by four stars

near the staff similar to those in the En-

sign.” (A6).

In 1900 the Government decided to adopt this
flag for use on shore. The New Zealand Ensign Act
of 1900 was passed by Parliament, but was disallowed
on a technicality. A new Act was therefore passed
and became law on 12 June 1902. In it the New
Zealand Ensign was described as “the blue ensign
of the Royal Naval Reserve, having on the fly
thereof the Southern Cross as represented by four
five-pointed red stars with white borders™. On 27 June
1902 the Minister of Marine gazetted a description
of the new flag (A8), together with instructions about
the sizes and positions of the stars, In this connection
it may be mentioned that, while the 1900 and 1901
Acts were apparently intended merely to extend the
use of the New Zealand flag (gazetted in 1869
exclusively for maritime use) for general occasions

ashore, the Gazette notice of 1902, in effect, pro-
claimed a redesigned flag (C). Alteration was made in
the size and position of the stars which, instead of
being made uniform in size and crowded into the
space on the Blue Ensign permitted by the Admiralty
instructions, were now expanded and extended
beyond the original area. The Shipping and Seamen’s
Act of 1908 repealed the New Zealand Ensign Act,
but the sections concerning the national flag werte
re-enacted and this law governs the use of the flag
today.

The New Zealand Ensign Act recognised the flag
as “the flag of the colony for general use on shore
within the colony and on all vessels belonging to
the Government of New Zealand”. It is therefore the
national flag and should be used at all times in pre-
ference to all other flags, including the Union Jack,
which is now generally accepted to be the national
flag of the United Kingdom. While the use of the
flag is apparently unrestricted, it is provided that
anyone who defaces it will be subject to certain legal
penalties.

The White Ensign

Under the 1869 proclamation, New Zealand naval
vessels were entitled to wear the British Blue Ensign
with the badge of the coleny in the fly. Since the
formation of the Royal New Zealand Navy, and
in order to show its close connection with the Royal
Navy, the British White Ensign (A7) is worn. In
peacetime this is usually worn on the New Zealand
Station from 8 a.m. local time until sunset, but in
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C. Specifications of the New Zealand Ensign, 27 June 1902

wartime it is worn contimuously. It is also worn
continuously on any ship flying the Royal Standard
and on any vessel escorting a ship flying the Royal
Standard or the standard of a foreign Head of State.

The Red Ensign

By the Merchant Shipping (Colours) Act of 1889,
colonial merchant ships were permitted to fly the
Red Ensign as used by British merchant ships, with
the badge of the colony in the fly (A3). On 7 February
1899, by Admiralty Warrant, this was extended to
New Zealand registered merchant ships. This
remained in force until 1903, when the Shipping and
Seamen’s Act provided that the “Red Ensign usually
worn by merchauat ships, with the addition in the
fly thereof of the Southern Cross as represented by
four five-pointed white stars . . . . is hereby declared
to be the proper colours for all merchant ships
registered in New Zealand (A9).

The Blue Ensign

Certain New Zealand yacht clubs hold Admiralty
Warrants permitting them to fly the British Blue
Ensign. The Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron,
Auckland, and the Royal Port Nicholson Yacht
Squadron, Wellington, are the only two New Zealand
clubs that hold such warrants, and every yacht
flying this ensign must carry the warrant on board.
The Royal Akarana Yacht Club, Auckland, holds
a warrant entitling it to fly the Blue Ensign defaced
by the club’s badge. These are the only instances
where the Blue Ensign may be flown in New Zealand.

The Naval Board Flag

This is worn continuously at a mast above Navy
Office, Wellington, and is only struck by order of
the Naval Board. It is also flown on ships when

Board members travel. It is flown at half mast at
the death of the Sovereign, of the Governor-General
of New Zealand, or of a member of the Naval
Board, when it is rehoisted at sunset. The Naval
Board flag is also lowered during the funeral of any
of the above (A10). The devices are in gold.

The Naval Secretary’s Flag

The personal flag of the Naval Secretary is the same
as that of the Naval Board, but with the addition
of a bordure on which are countercharged the colours
of the field.

The Royal New Zealand Air Force Ensign

This is hoisted daily at Royal New Zealand Air
Force establishments and is also flown on New
Zealand Air Force planes carrying heads of foreign
States, Governors-General of Commonwealth coun-
tries, the Prime Minister and Cabinet ministers, the
Chiefs of Staff, ambassadors, and other distin-
guished persons (A11).

The New Zealand Civil Air Ensign

This was instituted on 16 November 1938 by an
exercise of the Royal prerogative. Lord Galway
(g.v.) submitted the original design to King George VI
and, upon his Majesty’s pleasure being made known,
the flag became ‘‘recognised as the proper national
colours to be flown by British aircraft registered in
New Zealand” (A12).

The New Zealand Customs Department Flag

This is flown over the HM Customs Department’s
Building in Wellington and consists of the letters
“H.M.C.” in bold white capitals beneath the Union
Jack on the New Zealand Ensign (A13).






