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Tena koutou nga rangatira o Whangaroa.

To the Crown and the Tribunal, Tena koutou, to the judge Tena koe
Taku Ingoa ko Bryce Smith

| wish to address the Crown Closing statement of the Whariki Korero

1. The Crown in closing made recommendation to the tribunal, may | add at this point, “OUR
Tribunal.” That of Te Papa Rahi o te Raki. | believe these recommendations to be out of order. | wish
to explain my reasoning.

2. | was bemused that this Crown could make these verbal submissions to our tribunal.The Crown in
my opinion undermined or, more to the point, reduced its status to meet our needs,l mean no
disrespect.

3. The points that in the Crowns recommendations that got full attention are | quote

(a) “For the tribunal to have an open mind”

(b) “The research tecnique” and

(c) The “fact or truth regards that research”
4. This is how | saw that what the Crown said, given we have been waiting almost two {2) centuries
for this event seems to attempt to undermine our integrity somewhat giving the appearance of
savages, uneducated savages.
5. The open mind
This concept is interesting, given it was the first recommendation given by the Crown to the
Tribunal, | will leave this to the end of this part of my submission.
6. Research
“Simply” The research process given, is by the Crown itself, remember you taught us how to read,
how to write, how to record, how to be clear “ was the Crowns recommendation suggesting
“research not acquired through this western world technique be discarded”?
My point, anecdotal evidence was given a right to be presented in our Tribunal Hearing.
7. The point of fact within the research
We have the research technique, now we are given the research to use that technique on “Is that
research we are given FACT” That is not a question. The research we are given is that of the Crown.
8. Returning to the first recommendation made by the Crown, | fail to see where in fact the ability to
have an open mind is!
9. | offer this, the fable “Jack and the Beanstalk” in an attempt to explain what | believe to be the
Crowns motive. The research states, Jack on his way to the market to sell a cow, he traded for magic
beans to an old man. On his return home, Jack was disciplined; the magic beans were discarded by
Jacks upset mother. The magic beans grew, the next day Jack climbed the beanstalk in an attempt to
improve his family’s lifestyle, took goods, and returned to his mother, the giant failed to recover his
possessions... I'm sure we all here know this fable.
9. If we give an anecdotal influence to the story, we discover that lack disobeyed a direct instruction
from his mother, climbed the beanstalk, firstly trespassing, then breaking and entering, then theft.
When the giant attempted to recover his possessions, he was murdered! Unfortunately, the
conclusion of both stories being the same ...and they lived happily ever after.



10. This is a serious matter, my recommendation to the Tribunal, that it ignores the
recommendations made by the Crown regarding “Legal process” of our Paparahi o te Raki hearings,

again, | mean no disrespect.
11. Puhi korero

Na te kune, te pupuke

Na te p upuke, te hihiri

Na te hihiri, te mahara

Na te mahara, Te Hinengaro
Na te hinengaroa, te manako e.

Ka kua te waananga

Ka noho i a rikoriko

Ka puta ki waho ko te poo

Ko te poo nui te poo roa

Ko te poo turituri te poo peepeke
Te poo uriuri, te poo tangotango
Te poo waawa te poo te atea

Te poo te waia

Te poo i oti atu kit e mate el

“From the conception the increase
From the increase the thought,

From the thought the remembrance,
From the remembrance the
consciousness

From the consciousness the desire”

“Knowledge became fruitful

it dwelt with the feeble glimmering;
it brought forth night:

The great night, the long night,

The lowest night, the loftiest night,
The thick night, to be felt,

The night to be touched,

The night not to be seen,

The night that ends in death.”

12. 1 am a member of the “Maori National Network” within the Environmental Protection Authority.
1 am a Hapu elected trustee of Te Tahawai Marae,| am the chairperson for the current Pupuke Tribal
Komiti, and a Trustee of the Whangaroa Maori Trust Board.l am also a member of the Whangaroa
Maritime recreational park steering committee, alongside Mr Keys. Most of my working life has been
within the seafood industry, employed throughout the country including the Chatham Islands. My
partner of 30 years and 1 have four children, one whangai and nine grandchildren.

13. Because of my experiences, | have been tasked with giving evidence on environmental issues
pertaining to Whangroa. At this point, | wish to show appreciation, to the tribunal for the time given
to present, by way of introductions here today.

14. The topics | will cover in the coming Whangaroa Tai Whenua hearing weeks will include such
things as aspects of Environmental practices, Pre-European to contact, to post contact, to the
present day. It will include things such as, religion,korero tukuiho, waiata,whakatauaki, moteatea,
and pao, and the significance of our Maramataka. i will put on record, what are known today as
“Myths and legends” pertaining to significant people and events that developed our evolution.



15, It is assumed as the last event that Maui participated in, being the attempt to be immortal by
entering Hinenui te po, the assumption being he never returned or failed in his attempt, the phrases
“you have your mothers eyes, you have your fathers nose” indicate on one level that he did return
and retained immortality, on the other level or parallel with no disrespect he returned to a Whangai
father named Joseph and a mother names Mary. For those waiting for the second coming, you
missed it, he was nailed to a cross and left to die on the top of a hill.

16. Maui the fisherman, providing us with the land we argue over now, The longer day given by
slowing the sun, | put on record all of the korero tuku iho of Maui the son of Ataranga

17. Religion, with these events in our mind then it would be acceptabie to believe that Jesus made
the ill well, made the blind see, made the crippled walk, and gave the poor wealth. Because of
religion | understand that cannibalism is only that if the victim disagrees, at Holy Communion we eat
the flesh and drink the blood of a willing participant? If one of the commandments suggests “Thou
shalt not commit adultery, was Mary not committed to Joseph at the time of conception? Was
Joseph the father of the son that was born in a stable at Bethlehem, the same child that was visited
by three wise men?

18. Our Maramataka was a method used to manage and sustain a flourishing environment. Keeping
a constant balance between Tangata Whenua and our environment. If pressure is put on the
environment, the maramataka was used to increase sustainability, if pressure was put on Tangata
Whenua, again the maramataka was used to increase sustainability. The parallel of balance in our
maramataka is said to be “Muru”.

19. An example of Muru as a standard or Kaupapa of our maramataka can be explained by a simple
saying, if the formula for milking cows per ratio of land is “One cow one acre” if you have 50 cows
and only one acre of land we find an imbalance, if | have 50 acres and one cow, we also find an
imbalance... Our maramataka would be consuited and one conclusion could be that | will offer 49
acres to house your 49 cows and there would be a balance, or we share 25 cows on 25 acres, there is
no reason for constant pressure!

20. Our maramataka is a dissemination of the language of NgaAtua translated to our Reo, so we find
ourselves “Tangata Whenua” constantly communicating with one another fluently. Keeping in tune
with “Muru” or “active balance”.

21. At this point | say to the Crown “it’s not all your fault, | as Tangata Whenua must take some
responsibility. As a kaitiaki who understands our maramataka | must take full responsibility, | have
failed in my responsibility to maintain a balance for our environment. | descend from a long line of
kaitiaki and it's | who has failed. | make this apology to you all hear and now. But | assure you it will
not continue, it is our responsibility to uphold the practices that have been developed over
millennia, to comply with the maramataka. If Whangaroa was to participate in a settlement package
it will state “ We nga Hapu o Whangaroa will recover our environmental health, you the Crown must
stand down”.



22. My relationship and understanding of the Maramataka has enabled my partner and me to be at
the forefront of researching, developing, and implementing a sustainabie waste water treatment
plant for Whangaroa, we also developed a complimentary natural wetland and we manage a town
drinking water supply. We have developed a balance when dealing with local authorities,
government agencies, private businesses and non government organisations and there is undeniable
respect shown by those agencies of our efforts. Qur communication techniques have been
developed to accommodate young and elderly, Tangata Whenua and Community, wealthy or poor,
all for the benefit and enhancement of the people of Whangaroa. It is safe to say we are not an “lwi
Authority” but we are an authority on our Iwi.

23. In conclusion, adopting a comment made by the husband of the current Queen of England, the
Duke of Eden borough, quote “I am an environmentalist, but you will not catch me hugging a tree”.

Kia ora tatou katoa






