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CORRESPONDENCE 

RELATI,E TO L'f 

OUTRAGE COlYI~nTrrED BY A MAORI AT .MATAURE, BAY OF ISLANDS. 

,. That there be laid upon the 1'ablL' or" thi,; Oll~0 l'l)pie~ of C01'l'e"pontlence betwc'en the Government 
and the Civil Commi~siollm' at tlw Wailllate (Bay of Island~), and others, relati,'o to an outrage 
committ9d by 3, nfjll)l'i on the dallghkl' of [L Scttler at Mataure, near the Bay of Il'llands." 

(Mr. Butler) 
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PAPERS 
RELATIVE TO 

AN OUTRAGE OOMMITTED BY A MAORI AT MATAURE. 

No. 1. 

THE :o.nn: SECRETAR¥ 1'0 THE crilL co~nnSS(oNEn, WAIMA.TE. 

Native Office, 
Auckland, October 12th, 1863. 

SIB,-
With reference to the subject of the ulleged criminal assault by a Maori named Hohep& 

on MiBs StephemoIl, I am directed by the Native Minister to request that you will be good enough 
to forward at once the report called for by minute on A.G. 63,900, which was referred to you on 
the 23rd ultimo, and to account for the delay which has already taken place. 

I have, &c .. 
EDWARD SHORTLA~lJ, 

The Civil Commissioner, 1Vaimate, Bay of I~lands. 
Native Secretary. 

l'UE CIYlL CU;\DIISSIO;-i};n, W 1.I~IATE, 'IO 'filE UO~OJL\'Br,E THE >;ATTn; Ml!'lISl'r:R. 

Ciyil Commissioner's OfliI'C, 
Waimate, Odober 23rd, 1863. 

~m,---· 
Referring to your letter of the l~th imtallt, which I this day received, in which you 

rC1lue8t me to account for delay in repol'iing the caHe of MillS StejlheuHOn, ca Hed for by your min ute 
t):l,HOO, I beg leare to ~how that thel'c hu~ been no dolay on my part. 

Your minute of 2:lrd ultimo reaehod me late Oil ~atU!'dl1y night of ard iu:staut. On Monday 
I'he 5th, 1 rc('eired }\fr. WiIlialllH' report of'tho carow, and 011 the 7th forwarded copy of' the same 
hy specialmcsHcltger to RusHelJ, tOl'ol'cd with my ktLcr of the 7th to the Native Minister. The 
dolay mUi>t thereforo IUl\-e al'i~ell frolll HOlllO otht'r "ource. 

I ha\'e, &e., 
GEORGE CLARK~;, 

Civil Commissionct·. 
The Honorable tho K ative l\linistt;)·. 

No.3. 
TUE CI rTL CO~BnS8IO!'lKli] WAUL\'l'E. TO THE HONORABLE THE NA'l'lVE MINISTER. 

Ciyil Commissioner's Office, 
Waimate, October 7th, 1863. 

I 1mH) the hOl1or herewith to enclose t.o you the Residellt Magistrate's report 011 the case, 
reierred to llle under blank ('over from Mr. Ki<ld of' the 'l'uraire. 

D.-N 
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Mr. Williams in his report adverts to the delay, and regrets that he was not earlier mado 
acquainted with the Bad occurrence j and it is difficult to account for the circumstance of its being 
first referred to the Government instead of the Civil Commissioner or the Resident Magistrate of 
the Hundred. 

The report enters so fully into the casc that I shall only troublc the Government with a few 
general remarks upon it, with no intention of extenuating the yile conduct of the Maori, but to 
point out some of the difficulties connected with the settlement of these matters. 

Although by an " Act to amend an Act No. 40" the l\fagistrates are allowed to inflict a fine 
without imprisonment, the Resident Magistrate felt it his duty in this case at first to demand the 
surrender of the culprit for trial by the Supreme Court; and although the Native Assessors and 
Wardens offered to take him by force if the Magistrate insisted upon it, he thought it bettcr to 
resort to the milder course than to embroil the district,-for such would have been the inevitable 
result. 

The Prosecutor was so well aware of the facts that he acknowledged himself perfectly satisfied 
with the decision of the Court. 

In addition to the infliction of the fine, the Chiefs agreed to banish the offender from his place 
and the vicinity of }\fl'. Stephenson's, and offered to become responsible for his conduct in future, 
and in the event of a repetition ofthe offence to give him up to the authorities. 

The father of the culprit is an intelligent and well-disposed Native connected with most of 
the principal men of this district, who assisted him in furnishing the fine, and were anxious to do 
all in their power to make reparation except giving up the youth for imprisonment. 

It is to be regretted that the Natives do not look upon the crime with the same abhorrence 
with which Europeans view it; they do not attach moral degradation with its committal. 

This low estimation of this and similar offences is greatly increased by the immorality of many 
of our own countrymen. Many cases of wanton outrage upon native females are by white men 
compromised by pecuniary compensation, thus estimating morality and female purity by a 
monetary standard. 

A.fter the seriouB and very proper manner in which this case has been taken up, the Govern­
ment must be prepared to hear that the natives will be more particular when in future outrageR 
are committed upon their females by Europeans; and it will often be 8 difficult matte. to convince 
them of the difference between compulsion llnd consent in such CRses. 

The Honorable the Native Minister, 
Auckland. 

Enclosure In No.3. 

I have, &c., 
GEORGE CLARKE, 

Civil Commissioner. 

THE RESIDENT MAGISTRATE, WAIMATE, TO THE CIVIL CO){YISSIONER, WAIMATE. 

Resident Magistrate's Office, 
Waimate, 5th October, 1863. 

SIlt,-
In order to meet any exaggerated statements which may be circulated or appear in print 

respecting a case of a serious nature which has lately occurred in the neighbourhood of Mataure, 
a native village on the coast within the Hundred of Waimate, from which place I returned on the 
8rd instant, I take the earliest opportunity of transmitting for the information of the Government 
the following particulars relative thereto. 

On the 14th September, Mr. Stephenson, of Waiaua, called at my residence inforining me 
that on the 25th August, a native youth of the name of Hohepa Whare had made an assault with 
intent upon one of his daughters, but without succeeding in his base design. I immediately wrote 
to the Assessors of the place appointing the 16th of September as the day for holding a special court 
upon this case. Unfortunately I was prevented by sickness from keeping my appointment, being 
unable to undertake the journey until the 23rd, when I arrived at Mataure, a.nd with several of the 
Assessors, held a Court on the following day. The evidence produced was conclusive, the Court 
unanimously agreeing that the youth was guilty of the charge brought against him. I explained 
to the Assessors that the penalty inflicted by the law on a European in such a case would be 
imprisonment, and that I expected they would assist me in carrying the law by endeavouring to 
have the youth given up. They admitted the justice of doing 80, but expressed a desire to meet 
the tribe, and discuss the question publicly. This I agreed to, and a discussion followed, which 
continued throughout the night, the whole tribe declaring their determination not to give him up, 
quali1Ying this statement by saying that had it been a case of murder DO objection should have 
been raised. Every argument which could be made use of was brought forward to induce them to 
give in, but without avail. They expressed a willingness to pay for the crime, even begging me 
to receive it, but stating at the same time that they would not giye up the youth, being ignorant 
that such crime was punishable by imprisonment ; that many cases had occurred in whichN ativewomen 
had been roughly handled by Europeans when no imprisonment had been inflicted. The case of Mr. 
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Ricton's daughter was also broughtforward, which according to report was a similar case to the present 
one, but for reasons best known to the father was passed over in silence by him, the Natives aaked 
why that case was not noticed, contrasting :nIl'. Stephenson's conduct with that of Mr. Ricton's, 
declaring the former to be unnecessarily severe upon them, whilst the latter shewed his good feeling 
in passing unnoticed what was reported to have taken place. The young man I also found to be 
well connected, his friends being able to command a large party in his fitvor. Finding the Natives 
were so determinately oppoHed to the youth's imprisonment, I determinecl to adjourn the ease 
nutil the 30th, to give time for deliberation, and returned home on the 26th. 

I consulted with the l~esident Magistrate of Russell Ul:! to the best course to be pursued. He 
agreed with me, that in the present excited state of the colony it wuuld be unwise to take any l:!teps 
which might lead to a disturbau('e, and that unless the natives them~lClves eould be persuaded to 
giye up the youth the better l)lan would be to ayail our!lelYes of the discretionary power granted 
by the" N ath'e Cireuit Court:; Amendment Act, 1862," and inflict a fine. On the 29th, in com­
.pl1ny with the Assessors, I again returned to l\fataure, meeting the party on the following morning. 
'Ve found them increased ill numbers, and although expressing a strong determination that the 
young man should not be sent to prison, were evidently anxious to have the ease settled by our 
aceepting a fine. After two days' discussion, seeing no probability of the young man being given 
up, I agreed to a vroposal made by the Assessors, that payment should be accepted; and accord. 
iugly a fine of }'if'ty l)oUluIs, (£50) was levied upon the party. 

The Assessors engaged with me in this case have conducted themseh'es exceedingly well, as 
also Kingi Hori Kira, the Wardeu of the Hundred, who spoke pointedly to the party upon the 
su~ject, bnt appeared to stand alone al:! far as the giving up of the young mau was concerned. He 
told me he would seize him if I ga,·c the order, but that such It /'Itep would result in blows being 
given, and might end ill a serious disturbance. 

You will probably feel surprised that so much time should have elal)sed from the date of the 
assault to the day on which ~fr. Stephenson called upon me. I expressed to him my regret at the 
delay which bad occurred, when he informed me that he waH himself absent from home at the time; 
that Mrs. Stephenson, with her daughter, had been to the 'l'araire and stated the case to Mr. KiM, 
that gentleman haviui taken their depositions and forwarded them to Auckland, without com­
municating in any way with me. In my letter also to the Assessor of the place, I expressed 
surprise that he should"not haye seut me notice of the aft'air, but he told me he was ignorant of 
what had taken place, and that, although he had seen Mrs. Stephenson after her return from the 
Taraire, she nerer mentioned the euse to him; and when, 011 hearing of'the circumstance, he again 
('aned to ask how it was she had not named it, she replied it was not a fit subject to be men­
tioned to Natives, but only to the Queen and the GowrIlor. We were thus kept in ignorance of 
what had taken vlace until Mr. Stephenson returned from Aucklall!l, ",hen he lost no time in 
making lmmnl the case. 

Although I cannot but feel that the law as applicable to Europeans in this case has not been 
('al'l'ied out to its full extent, yet I hope that the notice which has been taken of this sad occur­
rence, the time deyoted to its investigation, the Humber of Assessors engaged, and the amount of 
fine imposed are cireuJnstanct'H which, combine(l together, will tend to shew the Natiyes that such 
('rime is not looked lightly upon, and eannot be practised by them with impunity. I trust also 
t hat, considering the difficulties which 1lave surrounded this case, you will feel convinced that all 
has been done which could he peaceably accomplil:!hed. 

I }utye, &'c., 
E. M. 1VILLIAMS, 

l'he Civil Commissioner, 
Resident Magistrate. 

'Vaimate. . 

No.4. 

MR. lUUD, TAILllllE, TO TUE RO:NORAllLE 'flm COLO~IAI, SECREl'.I.RY. 

Enderly, Taraire, Bay of Islands, 
28th August, 1863. 

~IJI,-
A gross outrage haying been perpetrated on the person of Emily Stephenson, daughter 

ot Mr. George Stephenson of Waiaua, a settler of old standing, residing a.bout five miles distant, 
by a Maori llamed Hohepa or Joseph, son of Honi Taotahi of Hikurua, I have been caned upon, 
a~ a Magistrate, by the mother and daughter to take their informations, which I have felt it my 
duty to do. 

1 now enclosc these informations to you, placing the matter in your hands for further prose­
l'ution in whatever way you may think prudent. I do not consider myself competent to point out 
nlly p3.rti!:ular eoursc, but 1 am strongly at' opinion that it is absolutely necessary for the security 
lind protedioll of other fiunilics that this Maori should be made amenable to justice. 

I feel a great personal interest in this case. I have myself a large family of daughters living 
isolated without other protection than that of British law, being thoroughly convilli.'ed of the 
futility of' indiyidual settlers attempting to obtniu redress with their own hands. Such outrages, 

D.-No.9, 
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howcyer, are more than can be borne, and if allowed to pass unpunished by the law must result in 
personal conflicts, which will endanger the peaee of the district and place the liyes of all the 
settlers in jeopardy. 

The Honorable the Colonial Secretary, 
Judicial Department, 

Auckland. 

Enclosures. 

I ha,ye, &c., 
THO)US A. KlDD. 

The information of Emily Stephenson, of \,,~ aiaua, III the Wangarua dilltrict, Province ot' 
Auddan.l, New Zealallu : • 

My name is Emily I'ltephenson, dttul-ihte~ of George Stephenson, of Waiaua. I am sixteen 
years old. On Tuesday last, the twenty-fifth of _<\ ngust, about two o'clock in the afternoon, I went 
from my fttther's house on the road towards our barn. I had l)roceeded a short dilltance along 
tilis road when I saw a Maori Ilitting on the B.de of the road behind a tree. I had Heen the same 
lIfaori and two boys at the house a few minutes before. The man had ridden along the road, and 
passed me on the road; the boys remained at the house. AH Aoon as the man saw me toming 
along the road, he got up and came towards me, pl'enmting me proceeding. He asked me where 
my siHter was, and where I was going. I said I was going on. He attempted to take hold of me. 
I drew back, and ran towards the house a short ",ay. He followed me, and caught me by tho arms 
before I got far away. I cooued and screeched and made all the noise I Ijoulcl to get help. He 
threw me down on the road side; I still cried out. He threw up my dGthell and sat on my legs, 
and held my hands, putting them across and holding them in one of his bands; he took his 
trowsers down with the other hand, pulled my drawerA open, and laid himself down on me, and 
put his hand between my legs and attempted to violate me. I shouted as loud as I could, and 
struggled to preyellt him. He put his haud upon my mouth to prevent me shouting and making a 
noise. I got his hand away from my mouth and continued to make a Hoise and resisted his 
attempts. He saw the Maori boys coming along the road, and got n]) and ran into the bush before 
he had eJrected his purpose. As soon as I got free, I went home, the t,yO Maori boys following me. 
As soon as 1 got to the house, I told my mother what had happened. I know the Maori who 
attacked me; his name is Hohepa or J oBeph. He is the ~on of Honi Taotahi, who lives at Hikurlla. 
He was on board a whaler, Capt. Jones, which he left at Whangaroa a shod tIme since. I had 
never spoken to him before. I know the two ~Iaori boys; one is named J aek, the other Tutaki ; 
they are now at Mataure. The Maori boys were first at the houso, and got some needles from the 
store; they did not appear to be in company with the man. 

E:UILY S. S1'EPIIENSON. 
Sworn before me this twenty-eighth day of' 

August, at Enderly, Taraire. 
THG:'lUS A. KIDD, 

.J.P. for New Zealand. 

The information of Eleanor Stephenson, of Waiaua. 
I am the wife of' George Stephenson, and the mother of Emily Stephenson. I remember 

Tuesday, the 25th August; we had just done dinner, when I saw a Maori man at my 11Ouse. I 
had JUBt given two Maori boys Bome needles when I saw this man sitting down before the house. 
r knew him, and spoke to him where he was sitting. Very shortly afterwards he got on his horse 
and rode along the road. I saw him ride past my daughter Emily, who was walking along the 
road towards the barn. I did not hear any cries from the l'oad at my house. In about ten 
minutes afterwards, I heard my house door opened in a great hurry. I came from my room and 
saw my daughter Emily in a yery agitated and distressed state. I asked her what was the matter, 
when she told me of tho attack that had been made upon her by the Maori Hohepa. I examined 
her person and found that she had been roughly treated; that Rhe had bruises on her shoulders 
from being thrown down on the roots of' a tree. I went with my daughter to see the place wher~ 
the assault had been made. I saw where the Maori had been sitting, and where the struggle had 
taken place, and the roots of the tree by which she had beon bruilled. The next day I wont with 
another of my daughters, and found where the horse had been tied, some little distance in the 
bush. 

Sworn before me this twenty-eighth day of 
August, 1863, at Enderly, Taraire. 

THOMAS A. KIDD, 
J.P. for New Zealand. 

E. STEPHENSON. 
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No.5. 

:\111. hlDD TO THE lIOXORAJlLE 'IIIE COLONIAl, :n;CREl'ARL 

SIR,-
Enllerly, !Jth October, lS(j:J. 

1 had t.he honor of ,Luul'ci:illillg" yuu unller date the 2Sth AllgllHt, cneIoHing illfol'Inlltions 
RWOl'Il bd()re me by }\Irs. Stevellson and her daughter relative to a ('l'illlinaJ m<sfluk on the latter 
by it :Maori named Hohepa, ~on of Honi l'aotahi of Hilmrua, th!' ae'lmow]eugment of which lettol' 
has not as yet reached me. 

Mr8. Stephensoll eaUt:'u 011 me yesterday to illfiJl'lll me that two jmestigatie)JJs had taken 
place hefore the COlllllli""ionl'l', Nil'. Georgo Clark, (the Re;;idl'llt l'fagistmte for the district) l\fr. 
Bdw::tl'u Willia1l18, and ~e\'eral Natil't> AS~C')'OI'~, full particulars of whie]l, 110 doubt, will in due 
course be reported to yuu, 

These iu\'cstigatiOlul were finally eltl~ed 011 ~nd iust. \\iihllut (cacling to t.he 1l1'l'CKt of the 
offender, though he waH present during the pl'Oeeedings, boa~till~ ana bragging tlt:tt Ili~ party were 
too HirllIlg to allow of hi~ being arrested, and threlltening that hr' would take the lift) of the firot 
of the Stephenson family he ~;hould mcd, 

Tlter,e thr('a.t~ W(,],(' e'oll"iclcl~ed of ~t1C'h illlj)()l'tanec by Kill~ UCOi'gC and l{i\l'hi HOllgi (bonl 
A",:-;es~ol'~) that tlH'Y Wt'llt to Steplll'Il:<OlI'" hOLl:<e to warll them of theil' dnng'(')', o),lloring tlw 
youngel' SOil, who Wll:< tt'mlillg she('p at ,:,nul' eli"inllec frenll the hOllKt', to go hOHlt', and a(hisill,~ 
thcm, if they pUl:'hed tlw matter flll,tlwl'. to ti,\ ni 011 eo, \"i11lOUi lo,:ing any tiJlle to look after 11](\ 
llropel'ty. 

The KH(il'l":, thollgh I'ufusillg i(1 gin' 111e oi:l:'clldel' up, of!('l·(·J to pay a ,mIll of ll101l0Y or gin) 
:;ome lanel, thuH ,,\iOWi'lg' thilt there \\'a~ 110 doubt on thcil' milHl" of the llit('m'(' having 1WCll eont­
mitted. 

:1\'I1'. "\VilIinJllil said-he did not nlllsidel' it prudent UJI("lt) I' tlw (,il'(,lllll;;tall('e~ to take ally fUI,ther 
"teps to arl'eHt the oJfcnJer OJ' to make llim amenable, a~ 110 wa,; ullwilling to c1ll1anger the peaee 
of the dist1'id. The matte I' now l'CKtH with the Go\"erJllllcni, as it: l'(CCllU; denl' that the ordinary 
admillii:\tmto1'~ of the law a1'0 unable 01' ullwillillg ttl bring this rufllan to jmtice. . 

If the Govel'nment of Xew Zenlalld iK not ahle to uphold the ])]n.i('~ty of the law uwl proted, 
the pel':,\olls of ]3riti"h f!cttleI'H, tlle peal'e of tlJl~ rli"trid JllU~t ~OOIl he di~tul'hl'd, aH t.hc natural 
com;equenco will be tlmt the ;-lettlers willlo;,:\, c011liJeilCl) in the acimilliKtratioll of tIle 1 Ill\' , and take 
upon t1IclIu.;ehcf< thc yindil'lLtio)]f) of their \\')'ong". nlll~ hl'illgillg about dnily eollisionK with the 
N,.tiw!s, 

The present easc i" olle i e) whid1 it i~ Hot in hUlllfLU nHtm'c to :mbmit: 1101' ill iljike1y that 
:Bl'itiHll.born subject;; wiD hlllll'ly submit to the yiolation of thc fl\1lll1k" of tlwil' falllilie~ without 
the attempt to proie(·t them from sueh olltrngcH, disgll~tcd by ~ueh 'lhortiYe IJroceedillgs of law. 

1 therefore feel it my duty to urge on the GOi·ernmellt the nc('ostlity as well as the prudence of 
having thiH offender made amenable without loss of time, a~ dC'Iny will not only embolden the 
natiycs, but will ah;o iufluence the Inindll of the settlers, and bring about a coUillion, whieh in the 
first instanee must <:fLU~l\ a Jarge sacrifil'l' of property and of lives. 

~'he Honorable the Colonial Secretary, 
Judicia] Department, 

}, u c k lam], 

T huyt', &r., 
THO)U.S A. KIDD, J,P. 
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