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Kaikohe	
  Aerodrome	
  

1. My	
  name	
   is	
  Rangi	
  Thompson	
  nee	
  Hau.	
   	
   I	
  was	
  born	
   in	
  Kaikohe	
  on	
   the	
  14TH	
  of	
  May	
  1933	
   to	
  

Ranga	
  Hau	
  and	
  my	
  Mum	
  was	
  Tehuhu	
  nee	
  Heremaia.	
  

	
  

2. The	
  Maori	
  owners	
  who	
  gave	
  land	
  for	
  the	
  Kaikohe	
  aerodrome	
  was	
  my	
  Mum,	
  Tote	
  Pera	
  and	
  

the	
  Kaka	
  family	
  and	
  the	
  Maihi/Wihongi	
  family.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

3. When	
  the	
  aerodrome	
  was	
  first	
  mooted,	
  our	
  parents	
  were	
  okay	
  about	
   it,	
  because	
  since	
  the	
  

2nd	
  world	
  war	
  was	
  at	
  its	
  height,	
  they	
  thought	
  they	
  should	
  support	
  and	
  help	
  towards	
  the	
  war	
  

effort,	
  because	
  the	
  whole	
  country	
  was	
  making	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  sacrifices.	
  

	
  

4. The	
   area	
   where	
   the	
   aerodrome	
   is,	
   was	
   mostly	
   bush,	
   all	
   native	
   trees,	
   so	
   the	
   bulldozers	
  

knocked	
  the	
  bush	
  down	
  to	
  clear	
  the	
  place	
  working	
  24	
  hours	
  night	
  and	
  day.	
  My	
  brother	
  Riwhi	
  

and	
  his	
  nephew	
  Tim	
  Pera	
  helped	
  to	
  clear	
  the	
  fallen	
  trees	
  to	
  where	
  the	
  present	
  Ngapuhi	
  Rd	
  is	
  

now,	
  using	
   the	
  Pera’s	
   two	
  draught	
  horses	
  on	
   their	
   sledge	
   (Koneke)	
  and	
   lit	
   a	
  huge	
  bonfire,	
  

burning	
  night	
  and	
  day	
  and	
  us	
  kids	
  used	
  to	
  try	
  and	
  catch	
  all	
  the	
  lizards	
  that	
  were	
  trying	
  to	
  run	
  

away.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

5. Our	
   neice	
   Kapu	
   Pera	
   and	
   I	
   used	
   to	
   deliver	
   milk	
   everyday	
   after	
   school,	
   from	
   Mr	
   Roy	
  

Henwoods	
   cowshed	
   for	
   the	
   families	
  of	
   the	
  workers,	
   building	
   the	
   aerodrome.	
  We	
  had	
   two	
  

billies	
   of	
  milk	
   each.	
   	
   After	
   school	
   that	
  was	
   our	
   job,	
   no	
  pay,	
   but	
   now	
  and	
   again	
  we	
   got	
   an	
  

orange	
  or	
  an	
  apple	
  and	
  we	
  were	
  happy	
  with	
  that,	
  because	
  it	
  was	
  for	
  the	
  war	
  effort.	
  

	
  

6. As	
  far	
  as	
  I	
  am	
  aware	
  our	
  parents	
  were	
  never	
  compensated,	
  because	
  it	
  was	
  for	
  a	
  huge	
  cause,	
  

for	
  God,	
  King	
  &	
  Country.	
  	
  But	
  reading	
  in	
  the	
  news	
  that	
  the	
  Crown	
  was	
  to	
  sell	
  it	
  off	
  to	
  the	
  Far	
  

North	
  District	
  Council,	
   that	
  went	
  against	
  the	
  tikanga	
  Maori,	
   that	
   is	
   -­‐	
   if	
   it’s	
  not	
  used	
  for	
  the	
  

purpose	
  it	
  was	
  given	
  for,	
  then	
  it	
  has	
  to	
  be	
  returned	
  to	
  the	
  owners.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

Rangi	
  Thompson	
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