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MEMORANDUM-DIRECTIONS OF ACTING CHAIRPERSON

The Tribunal is aware that preparations are underway in the Taihape ki Kapiti
region for the progression of Treaty claims. Tribunal staff have informed me
that their initial soundings indicate a broad interest amongst those claimant
groups not currently negotiating with the Crown in commencing a Tribunal
inquiry into their claims. '

| have received letters, directly or through counsel, from a number of claimant
groups with interests in the Taihape, Rangitikei-Manawatu and Kapiti Coast-
Horowhenua areas. They request that | appoint a Judicial Officer for the
Taihape ki Kapiti region and that a judicial conference be scheduled to begin
planning for the inquiry.

As a first step in beginning an inquiry, the Tribunal holds consultative judicial

conferences. The purpose of these conferences is to ascertain:

» who are the main claimants;

» who are their spokespeople;

» which claimant groups have legal representation;

» whether the claimants wish to have a Tribunal inquiry, and how united is
that wish;

» what kind of inquiry process would best meet the claimants’ needs; and

» the state of claimant readiness to commence the inquiry.

If it is agreed that the inquiry should start, the Tribunal will also consult the
claimants on:

» an appropriate name for the inquiry,

» the boundaries of the inquiry district or region; and

» a research programme to prepare the evidential casebook for the inquiry.

The Tribunal is prepared to convene a consultative judicial conference in the
Taihape ki Kapiti district. The conference will begin the Tribunal's formal
discussions with the claimants and the Crown. lts principal kaupapa is to
establish the extent of interest amongst Taihape ki Kapiti clalmants in the
Tribunal commencing a regional inquiry.




No formal decisions need to be made on the day, and the Tribunal expects
that the parties may wish to take time following the conference to consider
what is said. However, if a cleaf consensus emerges in favour of an inquiry
and on the kind of inquiry process preferred, the Tribunal is ready to assist the
~ parties to progress the hearing and resolution of the claims.

| appoint Judge L R Harvey, a judge of the Maori Land Court, as Judicial
Officer for the interlocutory stages of the Taihape ki Kapiti inquiry. Tribunal
member Professor Hirini Mead will assist Judge Harvey to convene an initial
consultative judicial conference in the district shortly.

The Registrar is to send this direction to all those on the notification list for
Wai 1510, the combined record of inquiry for the Taihape ki Kapiti claims.

DATED at Wellington this 9" day of December 2008

Judge C'M Wainwright
Acting Chairperson
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