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In the Waitangi Tribunal

Wai 1510
Concerning the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975
and the Taihape ki Kapiti Inquiry Region (Wai 1510)
and the Taihape: Rangitikei ki Rangipd District Inquiry (Wai 2180)
and the Porirua ki Manawatii District Inquiry (Wai 2200)

Memorandum and directions of the Deputy Chairperson
establishing separate Taihape and Porirua ki Manawatii inquiry districts




Introduction

1. We have considered the kdrero and written submissions from our judicial
conference in Palmerston North on Monday 31 August, and have decided to
establish two separate inquiry districts in the Taihape and Porirua ki
Manawat( areas respectively.

The two inquiry districts

2. | now establish two separate inquiry districts to the north and south of a line
following the northern boundaries of the 1849 Rangitikei-Turakina purchase,
the 1866 Rangitikei-Manawatli purchase and the 1864 Te Ahuatiiranga
purchase. We recognise that geographic boundaries do not accurately reflect
tribal rohe. Where possible, we will attempt to hear within one inquiry district
all relevant issues raised by claimant groups whose interests extend beyond
the geographic boundaries of these inquiry districts, but this will not always be
practical. If groups have wide-ranging interests in both districts, they will
inevitably want to be heard in both. Convenience must always be balanced
with the need for all interested parties to have the opportunity to be heard.

3.  We were grateful for suggestions for ameliorating adverse effects of the two
inquiry districts on parties with interests in both, and will endeavour to
implement some of them. We will try to ensure that the two districts have a
kaumatua member in common, and to have one or two joint hearings
between the two inquiry panels. Nga hapi o Te Reureu have spoken of their
desire for a joint hearing. Some groups in the Taihape district have also
spoken of their interests in the northern end of the Rangitikei-Manawatl
Purchase; they too may require a joint hearing.

Wai 2180 — Taihape: Rangitikei ki Rangipo District Inquiry

4.  The northern district inquiry will be called the ‘Taihape: Rangitikei ki Rangipd
Inquiry’.

4.1 The southern boundary follows the northern boundaries of the 1849
Rangitikei-Turakina purchase, the 1866 Rangitikei-Manawatl purchase
and the 1864 Te Ahuatliranga purchase, from the Ruahine Ranges to
the Whangaehu River,;

4.2 The western boundary follows the boundaries of the Whanganui and
National Park inquiry districts, from the Whangaehu and Whangapapa
Rivers to the Desert Road;



4.3 The northern boundary follows the boundary of the Central North Island
inquiry region, from the edge of the Kaimanawa Mountains to the
Kaweka Range;

4.4 The eastern boundary is yet to be determined, but we anticipate that it
will run roughly from the Kaweka Range to the Ruahine Range, and may
include some of the eastern foothills if necessary.

Further to paragraph 4.4, we accept the views expressed at the judicial
conference about the desirability of further discussion taking place between
the Tribunal and affected parties before the eastern boundary is confirmed.
To this end, the Tribunal will convene a hui soon to discuss this matter
further. Counsel, unrepresented claimants, and interested parties are invited
to make submissions on the kind of hui, appropriate location and date for this
hui. Please file by 5pm, Friday 23 October.

The Taihape inquiry will hear all defence land claim issues arising in its
district, as well as those in the overlap areas of Rangipo-Wail No.1 that have
not already been heard in the adjacent inquiries. Ngati Rangi will also be
heard on any claim issues it may wish to bring concerning the rest of the
Rangip6-Waill block falling within the Taihape district. Any claims on the
railway not already heard in the Whanganui inquiry may include the entire
railway corridor as it criss-crosses the Hautapu River on the western
boundary of the inquiry district. Any relevant evidence already given in the
adjacent inquiries concerning the Waiduru defence lands or the railway may
be placed on the Taihape: Rangitikei ki Rangipd record of inquiry.

We remain open to the possibility of an expedited inquiry or even a joint
report on the Waiduru Defence Lands. Before making this decision, however,
we need to establish the state of research on defence lands in the central
North Island/volcanic plateau. We are commissioning a staff member to
scope and report on the research requirements for an inquiry specific to these
defence lands. We expect this work to be complete before the end of the
year.

Wai 2200 — Porirua ki Manawati District Inquiry

8.
9.

The southern district inquiry will be called the ‘Porirua ki Manawat Inquiry’.

As we stated at the conference, the north-western boundary of the Porirua ki
Manawat{i inquiry district will be the Whangaehu River.

9.1 The southern boundary follows the boundary of the Whanganui-a-Tara
inquiry district from the sea to the Tararua Ranges.

9.2 The eastern boundary follows the boundary of the Wairarapa ki Tararua
inquiry district from the Tararua Ranges to the Ruahine Ranges.



9.3 The northern boundary follows the northern boundaries of the 1849
Rangitikei-Turakina purchase, the 1866 Rangitikei-Manawatl purchase
and the 1864 Te Ahuatliranga purchase, from the Ruahine Ranges to
the Whangaehu River.

9.4 The north-western boundary follows the Whangaehu River to the sea.
9.5 The western boundary follows the coastline and off-shore islands to

meet the boundary of the Whanganui-a-Tara inquiry district near Porirua
harbour.

Next steps

10.

1.

Judicial conferences will be convened for the northern and southern inquiry
districts in due course. The practicality of an expedited inquiry into the central
North Island/volcanic plateau defence lands is yet to be determined, but will
be resolved this year. The eastern boundary of the Taihape inquiry district
remains to be finalised, but should not take too long to determine. Decisions
on joint hearings, however, will come much later, probably at the end of the
interlocutory period for each district.

Many research issues will need to be discussed in both districts. Waitangi
Tribunal staff are working closely with Crown Forestry Rental Trust staff on
assessing the current state of research in the two inquiry districts. We support
the Crown Forestry Rental Trust undertaking a scoping assessment of
existing technical research and published literature as a contribution towards
assessing the research requirements for the inquiry. We are aiming to
complete this assessment by the end of 2009 so as to enable planning to
proceed in the new year.

The registrar is to distribute this direction to all parties on the notification list for:
Wai 1510, the combined record of inquiry for claims in the Taihape ki Kapiti region;
Wai 2180, the combined record of inquiry for claims in the Taihape: Rangitikei ki
Rangipd District Inquiry; and Wai 2200, the combined record of inquiry for claims in
the Porirua ki Manawatd District Inquiry.

DATED at Wellington this 24" day of September 2009

Judge C M Wainwright
Deputy Chairperson
WAITANGI TRIBUNAL



Annex A. Proposed inquiry district boundaries

The Taihape: Rangitikei ki Rangipé district inquiry boundaries

1.

From the southern intersection of the Central North Island and Mohaka ki
Ahuriri inquiry boundaries the Taihape district boundary proceeds southwards
along the boundary with the Mohaka ki Ahuriri district and the ridgeline of the
Kaweka and Ruahine ranges to the intersection with the Wairarapa ki Tararua
boundary at the Otumore block; thence it proceeds westwards along the
northern edges of the Te Ahuatliranga, Rangitikei-Manawatl and Rangitikei-
Turakina purchases, past the Turakina River to intersect with the Whanganui
inquiry boundary; thence it proceeds north-east following the Whanganui
boundary around the Ohaumoko block and up the Mangapapa branch of the
Turakina River; thence it proceeds north along the Whanganui inquiry district
boundary on the Hautapu River and the National Park boundary following the
eastern edge of Rangipo-Waili No.1 to the Central North Island inquiry
boundary, which it follows eastwards to the starting point.

Potential boundary extensions

2.

To the East: from the southern intersection of the Central North Island and
Mohaka ki Ahuriri inquiry boundaries southwards along an approximate line
through the foothills of the Kaweka and Ruahine ranges to the intersection
with the Wairarapa ki Tararua boundary.

To the North-west: the Rangipd-Waili No.1 block and those parts of the
railway corridor on the western side of the Hautapu River between Taihape
and Waiduru townships.

The Porirua ki Manawati district inquiry boundaries

4,

From the intersection of the Te Ahuatliranga block with the northwestern
corner of the Wairarapa ki Tararua inquiry district, the boundary follows the
Wairarapa ki Tararua boundary southwards to its intersection with the Te
Whanganui-a-Tara inquiry boundary, thence westwards along that boundary
to the coast south of Porirua. The boundary then proceeds northwards along
the coast to the Whangaehu River, including Mana and Kapiti Islands. The
boundary proceeds northeast along the lower Whangaehu River to the
northern edge of the Rangitikei-Turakina purchase; thence eastwards along
the northern edges of the Rangitikei-Turakina, Rangitikei-Manawatd and Te
Ahuatiliranga purchases to the starting point.
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