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BRIEF OF EVIDENCE OF KAYE TURNER 

 

1. My name is Kaye Turner. I am a descendant of Ngati Mahanga and 

am a contributing author to the Ngati Mahanga Oral and Traditional 

History Report (“O & T Report). 

 

2. The O & T Report sets out evidence concerning the allocation of 

Ngati Mahanga lands for settlement by returned soldiers. In 

particular the report refers to the various soldier settlements that 

are now known by the names of the soldiers to whom the lands 

were allocated. This included Strouds, Wilsons Clearing, Taylors 

Clearing, McAllisters, Barlows and Brewertons. 

 

3. The allocation of our lands to returned soldiers, and the further loss 

of these lands to Ngati Mahanga, is a ‘take’ that impacted greatly 

upon some of our kaumatua and in particular Henare Gray. The 

allocated lands were located within the Moerangi block. As noted in 

other evidence for our claim most of this block was lost to the 

Crown. 

 

4. This brief sets out further research obtained on the particular lands 

which were applied for soldier settlement and the Crown ‘pressure’ 

to acquire/develop/alienate Moerangi lands between 1909 and 

1920. 

 

5. In October 1909 there was a report on Government land purchase 

operations under the Maori Land Settlement Act 1905. The Under-

Secretary for Crown Lands indicated that he: 
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‘…hoped to acquire during the [next] year a considerable 

area of land suitable for close settlement out of the 

Moerangi Block, on the Raglan and Aotea watershed.’1  

 

6. In early 1913 there was a Public Works Department 

reconnaissance survey of a railway route from Kawhia Harbour to 

the Main Trunk Line. One (of three) routes explored was: 

 

‘…right through the Moerangi Block to Frankton Junction 

opening up a large area of the country and approaching 

near to the head waters of Raglan and Aotea Harbours.’2  

 

7. In 1914 the Auckland Land Board made a decision to offer thirty-

two sections in the Moerangi Block for settlement, of between 249 

acres and 1100 acrea, from 7s 3d to 2p 4s 9d per acre.3  

 

8. In May 1920 it was reported that the survey of the Hamilton-West 

Coast light line (i.e. railway line) was: 

 

‘proceeding apace. The Kawhia branch line will run through 

the Moerangi block of Crown land, 45,000 acres in extent, 

which is being cut up for soldier settlement. This contains a 

vast quantity of very valuable milling timber, and already 

negotiations are in progress to develop the timber industry 

there.’4  

 

9. Although the railway did not proceed, both soldier settlement and 

timber milling occurred, according to the korero of Henare Gray, 

                                                 
1 New Zealand Herald, Volume XLVI, Issue 14191, 14 October 1909, page 5. Accessed on 

Papers Past website, 03/05/2013. 
2 Evening Post, Volume LXXXV, Issue 49, 27 February 2013, page 3. Accessed on Papers 

Past website, 03/05/2013. 
3 New Zealand Herald, Volume LI, Issue, 15621, 29 May 1914, page 9. Accessed on 

Papers Past website, 03/05/2013. 
4 New Zealand Herald, Volume LVII, Issue 17467, 11 May 1920, page 6. Accessed on 

Papers Past website, 03/05/2013. 
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Sunnah Thompson and others. Henare and others (e.g. John 

Gillett) have spoken of soldier settlement at Moerangi/Aramiro after 

World War Two. They also recalled that the discharged soldiers 

(other than Charlie Brewerton) eventually walked off the land as 

they could not make a living. 

 

10. Attached to this brief is a composite photograph of part of the 

1920s advertisement / notice regarding soldier settlement after 

World War One. This confirms that Moerangi XI was one of the 

blocks involved in the scheme. Further confirmation of discharged 

soldier settlement on the Moerangi Block after World War One is 

provided in AJHR, 1921 Session I – II C-9, page 9: ‘Moerangi Block 

– Twenty-two sections, comprising 15,255 acres, were opened up 

on 27th April, 1920…being rough and broken hill country, in bush, 

although it is good grazing country when properly broken in. 

Eighteen sections, comprising 10,879 acres, have been taken up, 

and the settlers have made a good beginning with clearing and 

grassing operations.’ Also attached to this brief is a complete map 

of the blocks involved.5 

 

11. In summary, through Crown action, inaction, legislation and policy, 

most of our Mahanga lands were alienated and taken away from 

us. Some of these lands were then given back to returned soldiers 

who served in World Wars I and II. 

 

12. We are not saying that returned soldiers did not deserve to be 

rewarded. However we had already lost so much and what we had 

retained was not sufficient to sustain our people for housing, food 

and work.  

 

                                                 
5 [Creator unknown] Moerangi Block: [map with ms. Annotations]. Lands for sale or lease 

to discharged soldiers. [1920] MapColl-832. 14gbbd/1920-/Acc-35528. 

http://natlib.govt.nz/records/22688809  
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13. Our people then had to stand by while our lands were offered not to 

us but to returned soldiers. It is no wonder that this is still so 

strongly felt by our kaumatua today. 

 

DATED this 26th day of August 2013 

 

 

 

 

Kaye Turner 

 




