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BRIEF OF EVIDENCE OF HENARE GRAY 

 

1. My name is Henare Gray. I am a member of Ngati Mahanga and 

am a named claimant for Wai 1327. 

 

2. One of our claims concerns the Aramiro Development Scheme. 

The Aramiro Development Scheme was set up on the Moerangi 

block which is part of our traditional lands for Ngati Mahanga. I 

have first-hand knowledge of that scheme as I worked on the 

Aramiro development for 30 years. 

 
The scheme 
 

3. I first started working at Aramiro in the 1960s. The development 

scheme had already been going for quite some time by then. 

Despite that, we still spent a lot of our time breaking in the land.  

 
4. A lot of this involved clearing the native bush that was on the 

land. They were felling around one hundred acres a year of native 

bush. All of the rimu on the land was taken and milled. We used 

the totara and split it ourselves to make posts and battons for the 

fencing. I still recall using this for the fencing put up around 

Wilson’s clearing. 

 
5. There was a lot of cost in clearing and felling the land and this 

was all put back as debt against the farm. Attached and marked 

“A” are records of one of the debts that were taken out against the 

Aramiro station. 

 
6. We also spent a lot of time trying to improve the stock numbers. 

 
7. At this time the Aramiro Development was run by the Maori 

Affairs Department. A man named Dixon Wright from the Maori 

Affairs Department made all of the decisions concerning the farm. 

There was also a Pakeha farm advisor called Norm Palmer.  
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8. Some of the other owners also worked on the farm along with me 

but we weren’t running the farm back then. We were just the 

workers carrying out the labour. Dixon Wright made all the 

decisions in consultation with Norm. 

 
Taking the land back 

 
9. In 1981, a section 438 Maori Land Trust was set up under the 

Maori Affairs Act so that the owners could take over the running 

of the farm. Seven trustees were appointed to manage the trust. I 

was one of those original trustees and so was Sunnah Thompson 

who was also a named claimant for this claim. Sadly Sunnah has 

passed away. 

 
10. When we got the farm back it was in a reasonable state. There 

was a woolshed on the land and good stock numbers although 

the fences weren’t very good.  

 
Buying back shares in the Trust 
 

11. I note that over the years, a lot of the original owners lost their 

shares in the land. Some of the owners were classed as having 

uneconomic shares because their shareholding was too small. 

Dixon Wright took their shares because he said that they were 

uneconomic.  

 
12. Three brothers all lost their shares as they were classed as 

uneconomic shares. They were Sonny (Pinto) Samuels, Moko 

Hamiora and Richard (Dick) Edwards.  

 
13. Some of the other owners had to sell their shares to get money to 

move into town at Hamilton. There was no employment at 

Aramiro and these shares were the only thing they had and so 

some owners sold their shares to get some money to move into 

town to find work.  
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14. Because of this both the Crown and the Maori Trustee became 

substantial shareholders in the land. 

 
15. In 1973 the owners bought back 1053.74 shares which were held 

by the Crown. We had to pay $10,000.00 to buy these back. The 

owners had no money to buy the shares and so this was taken 

out as further debt against the land. Attached and marked “B” are 

copies of the Court records confirming this. 

 
16. When the land was vested into the s438 Trust, the Trust had to 

buy back a number of shares held by the Maori Trustee too.  

 
17. The Trust had to purchase 2000 shares from the Maori Trustee at 

a price of $33,000.00. I havn’t been able to find records 

confirming this purchase but I know that it happened as I was 

personally involved in the purchase of those shares. 

 
18. Again we didn’t have the money to pay for these shares and so 

we had to take out loans to buy the shares. This loan was 

secured by a mortgage against the Aramiro block. We then had to 

pay the debt off.  

 
19. I have located records of the loan that was taken out and copies 

of that are attached and marked “C”. I am noted as one of the 

mortgagors along with my co-trustees on the trust at that time. 

 
20. The shares that were purchased back were then shared out 

amongst the owners that already had shares. 

 
21. The Trust is still going today although it is now an Ahu Whenua 

Trust. I am still a trustee on the Trust. The block is currently 1,984 

hectares in size. We have 1,291 owners and 46,220 shares. 
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DATED this 26th day of August 2013 

 

 

 

 

Henare Gray 

 




