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was also the main town of the Wharngamdmona County, which included the

Taumatamahoe block.

Furopean setllement on the Taumatamahee No. | block

29. European settlement on the Taumatamahoe No. 1 block was carried out under the
provisions of the Lands Improvement and Native Lands Acquisition Act 1894,
Under this Act, the Liberal Government sought 1o assist landless and unemployed
people on to land as small farmers. The Act enabled people Lo {ormn associalions to
seﬁle on Crown Land as leaseholders. The Government provided advances, which
becamé charges on Lhe leasehold units and employment for the seitlers on public
works. Seftlement on the Taumatamahoe No.1 block began with the establishment
of the Ross settlement, in the western part of the block, near Pohokura, in 18594,
The Ross settlers were employed by the Government to extend the East Road to

___///\Vhangambnmna. The Whangamdmona valley was then setlled in 1895 by the

Whangamomana Improved Farm Settfement scheme. The settlers were provided

with work felling bush and building roads. Other settlements were also established

along the East Road. which is now State Highway 43. The town of.

Whangamomona later declined butfarms were successfully established in the

district. There were also attempts Lo establish farm settlerments in the ceniral part

of the Taumatamahos No. | block. panicularly at Acwhia. These attempts Tailed

L) " . 5 4
but Aotuhia is now a cattie and sheep station of 5,500 acres.

The 1896 and 1899 determinations of the Crowr interest

30. After 1893, the Government proceeded to purchase shares in the Taumatamahoe
No. 2 block. wihich was the block remaining in Maori ownership, In June 1896.
the Native Land Court made a determinatian of the Crown interest in the
Tavmatamahoe No. 2 block. The Cowrt awarded the Crown 19.765 acres. This .
became Taumatamahoe No. 24 bluck and was parallel to the conliscatian line and
acljacent 1o Tawmatamahoe No | block. The fand remaining to the non-sellers
became Taumatamahoe WNo, 213 block (see map 12 on p.77 of main report). This
block was alone the Whanganui River and was owned by 165 non-sellers, (SO

7.0

CAlse i ENYa Rewai Te Pokaiar and 43 others peutioned lor a readiustment of

the shares in the [anmatamahoe Block. The petition wwas against equal shares in
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though he had been invoived in the consultation hui. Butler did not feel obliged to
also consider how this estimate of a cheap cost to the Government might impact on
promises of a fair deal for Maori. The 2/6 per acre he proposed to be paid to owners
was not only under estimates for similar lands, but well under what was expected as a

result of railway development.

51.The relatvely low price for owners may have been driven at least in part by the
Governmenl desire to allow for advances already paid on some of the Iands. and the
other costs it was estimated would be incurred with purchasing. However, this
effectively moved most of the estimated cosls and risks to the 'owners, while
minimising risks to the Government. The proposal for an immediate extensive
purchase also foaded the major benefits from expected increases in values to the
Government. Whether or not estimates of land values turned out to be accurate, these
were whal expeciations of benelits were based on, and Butler’s pr0p65af revealed how
this balance was (0 be set between the Government und owners. This reflected litle

Bimmifmenl to wider policies of ensuring a fairer deal for Maori.

52. The proposal alsa made no allowance for other known preferences of Whanganui
Maori revealed in records o hui and acknowledged by Ballance, There was no
allowance for significam leasing. for example, or for careful dealing in srall blocks.
The proposai also assumed some urgency and made no allowance lor careful joint
consulfation and managemen( decisions. cven though the Government could now
aperale in a monopoly situation. The proposed reserves of up 10 50.000 acres may
have seemed significantin total. but this limit was being proposed withow
consultation with owners. Spread over all the owners. the proposed reserves also
appear much loss generous and not enough to offset the low price. As Butler noted.
they would average 30 acres per seller. This was no more than existing minimal
legislative protections providing for litle more than subsistence. This would exclude
Maori trom the more active pariicipation in new epportunities that they were so
clearly seeking. This was especially the case when expert advice was that the average

viable farm size in the "block” was more likely o be in the vicinity of 1000 acres.”™

33 However. Ballance still had o approve this proposal and he could require
P F

amendments ¢ e made 1o bewer rellect his wider policy objectives and promises of a




66.

67.
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68.

The final purchase deed revealed that £35,000 lad been paid for the 821 shares. This
was considerably less than 1hé original £50.000 set aside, even taking into account
non-seliers. On the new survey. the purchase price worked out at an average of /8
per acre- well below even what had been considered *cheap” at the beginning. The
Court awarded the large Waimarino 1 partition to the Crown. Seven non-seller awards

(Waimarino 2-8) were (o be confirmed when proper surveys of them were made.'*®

The Crown award was siill subject to the purchase deed agreement concerning
reserves for sellers. The Courtl left these seller reserves to be determined between the
Crown and sellers as the deed provided. In reality. Butier took the main responsibility
for determining these reserves and interests in them with very little input from chiefs.
Butler, with the apparent support of the Government, claimed that in reality the
purchase had extinguished any customary seller rights in the whole block and

129

therefore the sellers now had no legal right to determine them.™” He proposed six

seller reserves, which became Waimarino A-I-. By August 1887, total seller and non-

“g,eller reserves were estimated at 74.000 acres lcaving an estimated 384.500 acres 1o

the Crown. According to this estimate. Waimarinoe Maori had managed to retain less

than one fifih of the block.'*

Although the Government had the information required 1o begin making the reserves
for sellers and non-sellers by August 1887. in contrast io the rapid purchase of the
block itself, it iook around 8 years until 1894-3 before most of the reserves were
actually surveyed.”" (see Figure § p.252 ol main report). Nor were the reserves
protected against later Crown pu,-'clmsing.”: D Peter Clayworth has covered issues

with these reserves in more delail in his separale repott.

Continuing complaints and Tieke reserve (SOI 6.11)

69,

Complaints and petitions over Waimaring continued o the twentieth century and
even after all the reserves had Hnally been surveved. This is outlined in chapter 9.
Officials continued to dismiss complainis where possible. although same individual

compensation was made in cases ol obvious error. In general, however, while some

" Waimarino Purchase report p 483
“ Waimarine Purchase ropon pprARA-8&
“"Waimarino Purchase report p 403
" Waimanno Purchase report p ot

28




Native Policy

The colonial government and Maori, 1865-1885

aton’. associ-
M D : Mclean, who
369 te 1876
rg Maor into accepting the
autharity ¢ 2l governmant gnd their eventual
or e colonial society. Diiferent institetions
ard acivines of governmant — the Native Land Court,
Wiion representation 10 Parlament, magistrates, the
constabulary, schools, medical officers, ral, road and
telegraph building — were all expected to further one or
ot of these geals. Maon autonomy was rejected
bothin theory and, save in Te Urewera, Te Rohe Potae,
ard. until 1881, part of Taranaki, in practice.

Tha Native Land Court, headed by Chief Judge
Francis Fenton, a long-time rival of Mciean's, was
astablished in 1865 to provide for the establishment of
alenable individual tittes t¢ Maon land, which could
then be traded privately as envisaged in the Mative
_ands Act 18582, The operations of the Court were
rlezigned with Pakeha, not Maon, aspirations in mind:
the process was destructive Tor Maori because
coligctive lano ownership was not recognised. From
1865 wntil 1873 the Court would orly register 10
owners on a title deed, a course of action which
excluded many with rights in particular pieces of lard.
From 1873 all those with rights in the land had to be
listed, but this did not resolve many other problems.
For instance, an intending buyer might encourage one
or two owners of a block to get their interests
individuaiised. Other claimants to the block had to
attend the Court to present their case, even if they had
played no part In the decision to take the land before
the Court. They had to pay fees for atiending, mest
accommodation and other costs of being away from
rtome, and pay again when, aiter they had secured
titte, the land bad to be surveyed. The Richmond
Cornmussion recommendeo in 1873 that collective
~ative title be recognised, but this was ignored

serrilar
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The operations of the MNazive Land Court comple-

mented the wider process of colonisation of the North
Island. ‘It will be remembered, wrote Governor

Bowen to the Colonial Office in 1868, that the Mative
race is rapidly dirmmnishing, while the Eurcoeans are as
rapidly increasing in numbers.... Conseguently, the
Maori difficulty is a question of time. - probabiy of the
next ten years ~ The public works and immigration
schemes of the Fox-Vogel government, which was

Papatupn fand
Land is held according to
Maori custom. !
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Bowen s tour to the North highlighted the government’s pleasure that Nga Puhi had chasen
not to fight in the recent war against the Crown. After the trip he wrote that the colonial
authorities felt a "confident assurance” that ‘permanent tranquillily” would be maintained in
the North, and reported on the enthusiasm with which Nga Puhi had asked for towns to
enceurage trade and prisons for the punishment of the evil doers of both races .
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~ ALIENATION OF MAORI LAND, NORTH ISLAND ) KEEPING CONTROL

AND CHATHAM ISLANDS, 1860s-1880s The Nalive Schoots Act 1867 was an

assimilalionist measure which also reliected
the collapse of the role of missions ang
missionaries in Maori life and educalicn as a

Crown [1870-1885) and privawe {1873-1683)
land purchases and leases from Maori
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4 * B i R0 85 01 - who exploited (he 10-owner rule by picking off the block's owners ane by one,

. mostly through seizure of land in recovety of debts. The nature of the transactions
\ 2 on Lhis and olher blocks in Hawke's Bay fostered a ‘repudiation movemenl’
“ amongst Maori thal fed to Lhe establishment of an invesligalive Commission,
- headed by Justice Richmond, in 1873, Maori and Pakeha Commission members
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