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was also [he main LOwn of the Whangamomona County, which included the 

Taumatamahoe blocK. 

European selliement on the Taumatamahoe No. I block 

29. European settlemem on the Taumatamahoe No. I block was carried Oll1 under [he 

provisions of the Lands Improvement and Native Lands Acquisition Act 1894. 

Under [his Act, [he Liberal Government sought to assist landless and unemployed 

people on to land as small fanners. The Act enabled people to fonn associations to 

settle on Crown Land as leaseholders. The Government provided advances, which 

became charges on the leasehold units and employment for the settlers on public 

works. Settlement on the Taumatamahoe No. J block began with the establishment 

of the Ross settlement, in the we5(em part of the block, near Pohokura, in J 894. 

The Ross selliers were employed by [he Government to extend the East Road to 

,_,//·Whangamomonll. The Whangamomona valley was then se1lled in 1895 by the 

vVhangambmona Improved Farm Settlement scheme. The senlers were provided 

with work felling bush and building roads. Other settlements were also es[ablished 

along the East Road. which is now State Highway 43. The town of 

\.Vhangam<)mona later dec.lincd but 'farms were successfullv eswb.!ished in the - . . ~ 

district. There ,,,ere also anempts 10 establish fann sertlemems in [he central part 

of the Talirnal~lTllahoe No.1 block. particularly al A01uhia. These an~mpls failed 

but) Ao{uh)il is no\\' a cnt!le and s,heep sUltj~)n of 5500 acres. 

The J 896 and 189<) delenninatiolls of the Crown interest 

.30. t\ fler 1893. the C:Jo\.'cml1lem proceeded to purchase shares in the Tatlmalam::,h~x' 

No.2 blod, wiJid was the block remaining in Maori ownership.]n June .18%. 

the Nntive Lnnd Court Ill.?lJe a delenllinatilln of the Crown inlCreS[ in the 

l"nuJnatama!w(' No.2 bloch. The Court awarded the Crown 19.765 acres. This 

hCClnle TmlllKl!'Hllo.ilOe No. ?A hillel-.: and ,"vas paralleilo the conriSC31ion line- and 

acJjact:llt to '\ iJUll1<-llamah(IL' Nu I hh~d;. The land remaining to the non-sellr:rs 

heellne T8um:ll:ltll;lhoc No, ~H block (SC'e lllap I? 011 p.77 o(mnin report). Th!~ 

b/()ck \\35 Qll\ll~ the Wha.ngclnui Ri\'erand W35 owniCd by' -J65 non-sellers. (SOl 

7. I I a) 

:; I. ;\ 1-:;(1 in j t<9h, J{I.'\\:JI Tc Pnkilil_,lr~l ;md·n \lihers pctilic1lled Cor J reJdjusllllL'!lt \''" 

Ih(' ~harcs in lhi..' [JUlllatam;llhll' hlnck. TilL' pL'lition \\as ag:;lj'nS\ equ<ll Sil,HL'S in 
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though he had been involve.d in the consultation hui. Buder did nol feel o bliged to 

also consider how this estimate of a cheap cost to Ihe Government might impact on 

promises of a fair deal for Maori . The 2/6 pel' aCre he proposed to be paid 10 owners 

was not only IInder estimates for similar lands, but well under what was expected as a 

result ofraiJway development. 

51 . The relatively low price fo r owners may have been driven at Jeast in part by the 

Govemmen! desire to aJlow for advances already paid o n some of the Jands, and the 

o ther COStS it was eSlimated would be incurred with purchasing . Howe ver, this 

effec tively moved most o f the estimated costs and risks to the owners, while 

minim'ising risks to Ihe GovemmenL The proposal for an immediate extens;ve 

purchase also loaded the major benefits from expected increases in values to the 

Government. Whether or not estimates of land values turned out to be accurate, these 

were wh ot ex pectations of bene illS were based On. and ButJer's proposal revea.led how 

tllis bala nce \ Vas 10 be set PCl\\'eell the Government ilnd owners . This r.eOecled little 

"'"\mnlitmen l (0 \\'id~r po l ic-ics ,)1" ensu;ing a fairer dcal fo r Maori. 

52 . The proposal also made no nJlcw,:ance for other known prefe rences o f Whanganui 

Mao ri n.~ veoktl in r~cords of/lU i an d acknowledged by Ballance. There was no 

aJlowance for signiJicarl1 1e3s ing. lor example .. o r for careful dealing in small blocks. 

The: pro posal also assumed ."{'me urge ncy and made no all owance ror careflll joint 

cOJ)slll~atj on and lllanagem ent Jecjsions, even though the Government cmJld 110V.' 

operat<..' in a mo nopo ly situali tln . The proposed res~ rves of up 10 50.000 acres may 

h~ve see-mcd ~ jgnificaJ1l . in tnlnl. but this limit was being proposed wi thout 

consultation wi th nwners. SprC'mi ove r aillhe owne rs. the prop0sed reserves also 

appear much k'ss ge nen)u $ and not enollgh to onse-t lh~ lo~v price. As [hi tler note d. 

!hey would <lvl.? r<.lge :=:; O al're:-, per se ller. This \\'35 no more than e,'\isling rnini l1la J 

legi slati ve prnIC(:linns p!"(widing for lillie more than su bs;s(tnc~. This wl)u ld t'\:ch,de 

td ~lO ri lh lllllh(: more ;.1<.: 1 i ..... (' pnn k ip(tlion in ne w of1pnJ1unjlies that they \\ere so 

cle-arl y sl..'~ I,,:lng.. lhi ~ I.\" l\S t,:.'spc<.: inlly the c:J~e \\h~n ("\:pert advice \\'us that [he average 

\'I'"bk ralln :-.il<': in the ·hk'I.' l.;' was more likely tl) he in rhe vicinity () f' 1000 acres. ~·1 

~.1 . J lowL'v ..? r. lii.lll ;JflC(, ..:, rill h;.lJ h. approvc l/"li ::, propos~1 and he cmdd requin: 

an1et1c.linents j\) hI.' f1l ~ldc 1(') ht'uer rd1cct hi s wiJer jJl)licy obj ect ivcs and promises of.1 
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66. The Jinal purchase deed revealed that £35,000 had been paid for the 82J shares. This 

was considerably less than the orig inal £50.000 set aside, even taking into aCCount 

non-se ll ers . On the new survey, lhe purchase price worked out at an average of J/ 8 

per acre- well below even what had been considered 'cheap' at the beginning. The 

Court awarded the large Waimarino I pal1ilion to the Crown . Seven non-seJJer awards 

(Waimarino 2-8) were to be confirmed when proper surveys of them were made.'" 

67. The Crown award was slill subject 10 lhe purchase deed agreement concerning 

rese ryeS for sellers. The Court lefl these se ller reserves 10 be detennined between the 

Crown and sellers as the deed provided . In realily, Butler took th e main responsibility 

for delermining these reserves and interesls in them w ith very lillie inpul from chiefs. 

BUller, with the apparent SliPPOrl of th e Governmenl, cJaimed lhat in reality the 

purchase had extinguished any customa ry seller ri ghts in the whole bloc k and 

therefore the se llers now had no legal righllo detelmine th em. ' " He proposed six 

seller reserves, which became Waimarino A-F . By A ugu sl 1887. Wtal seller and non-
'-" -

'-
~e llcr r~serves were estimated at 74.000 acres leaving an estimated 384.500 acres to , 
the C rown . According to thi s eSl imale. W(tilTwrino Maori had managed to retain less 

lhan one fifth oflhe bl ock. I
) " 

68. Although the Government had the informati o n required t? begin tnaking th e rese rves 

for sc- Il e rs and non-se llers by August 1887. in ~(lntrast 10 the rapid purChtl Se of lhe 

block itself, it wok around 8 YC3rS until 1894·5 be fi) re most ofrhe reserves were , 
3(lua!ly surveyed,l3 l (st:e Fig.urt: 8 p.252 ol'lllai"n repon). Nor \".~~~ the reserves 

protecte d agains t IDler Cro\\'n purchasing. L; '::: Dr Pekr Claywnl1h has covered issues 

with the se reserves in more delnil in his separnlc report . 

CODtinuing complaints and Tickc reserve (SOl 6.11) 

69. Complainrs and pelitions over \Nuima ri no ('01')!1}111(:(\ into (he I\\'cmidh CCnLllry and 

even afler all the r!!ser\'c~ hO\d Jinnlly been ."un\,.' .\·cJ, Th is is olitlilll'd in c.'hapter 9. 

Ofiicinls continued (0 di ~ Ill ::-'~ co mplnints .,,\!l\,.' !"\,..' r ('ssihl(.!, altho ugh SOme individunl 

compensation was mAde ill (a:-:.~-" or oh\""inu~ e lTt)r. In general. !1O\\ ·c\"er. while SOnle 

n W;)imarino Purchase r~porl p ..l~ .~ 
I> \Vaimarino Purcha~l' rqm:l PP ..;I f'''''!' 
P·' ·v.:aiman no Pu rcha:-(' report r ..lr).l 

P I V.:ailTl<lrlllo P\l r (' h~."c rqwI1 J1 ."II! 
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Native Policy 
The co lon ial govern ment and Maori, 1865-1885 

t2~ • ;:-::: " 1.:.05 , :: l bS f .:>.,.. -:, ~,, ·.S :- ; : t".e Nonh 
s D~'J \~~>; -~3"'~ ' ::.'~- -:; :: . ' : -- :'-;: :; ;tn- r .=ri 'I Maori to 
:' ~ ' ::.ur-- '(·i! r· 1 ,:'.:,.-?r :. - ':-~ "" " " ;).;::,' ca. ' on". assoc l­
:; : ";,;1 OOI~I":"' .:'i · '1 • " ir e s<: . _ C>onSIO McLean, who 
.'. ;;S "')2: .E' ''II r,s ·':- ' ' ocr . J-6 ~) 'tC- 1876 (bar one month 
r : 372 er :3 c':: ':; - :;. ',-1;- 9 tv :aorl in to accepting !he 

d ... :rc- IV ~/ :ra C liO " 1.1 1 government and their eventual 
2s c; imdaTlor I',:: colcnial sociew _ Diffe ren t Insi itc !IOnS 
ar d a C~/VltJ es of government - the Native Land Court, 
NIJor! repreSenlalJOn II Parliament. maglStfates. the 
consTabulary. schools, medica l offi cers, rail. road and 
~e leg(aph building - were all expec"'Ced to further one or 
bo:h of tnese goals. Maori autonomy was rejected 
ba~r in theory and. save in Te Urewera. Te Rohe P6tae. 
af"td . un ti l 188 1. parr ot Tarana ki. in practice. 

Tht! Native Land Court, headed by Chief Judge 
Francis Fenton, a long-t ime riva l of MCLean·s, was 
es~a b lis hed in 1865 10 prov ·de for the establishment o f 
al·enable individual tit les to Maori land, wh ich cou ld 
rhe"- be traded privately as envisaged in the Native 
~a lld s Act 1862. The operations of the Court were 
desigli ec w ith Pakeha. not Maori , asp irations in mind: 
' be r'ocess was destruci ive for Maori because 
Loli ective land ownership was not recognised. From 
1865 ",(ltil 1873 the Court would or ly register 10 
ow ners on a title deed, a course of actio l' whiCh 
excluded many with righ ts in panicu lar pieces of laed . 
From 1873 all tl10se with rights in the land had to be 
hsted, but this did nOt resolve many other probl ems 
For instance. an intending buyer might encourage one 
or two owners of a block to get the ir interests 
individualised . Other claimants [Q the block had to 
attend the Court 10 pr'esent their case. even if they had 
played no part In the decision to take the la nd before 
the Court . They had to pay fees for attending, meet 
accommodation and other costs 01 being away from 
home. and pay again when, after .hey had secu red 
title. the land had to be surveyed. The Richmond 
Comm ission re commended tn 1873 that coll ect ive 
nsrve t itle be recognised, but [hiS was ignored 

The operations of the Native Land Court comple­
mented the Wider process of COlon isation of the North 
Island. ·It will be remembered ', w rote Governor 
Sowerl [0 the Colonia l OWee in 1868. ·that the Native 
race is rapidly dirninishing. w t"l ite the Europeans are as 
rapidly increas ing in nu mbers.. Consequently. the 
Maori diff iculW is a question of time. - probably o f the 
next ten years · The public works and immigrat ion 
schemes of the Fox-Voge l government. w hich w as 
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VISIT OF GOVERNOR BOWEN & HON . MR MCLEAN 
TO NGA PUHI , APRIL 1870 

Wha n g l rol "'" ~' ''o~; r:ltJhin; H ,~ .,. TI ~ g91\1 
Aro"," Wl\ 1 "' P'~. 1«'1'0 Tuk."" Pu"";~; Whl llUI 
Mc~; T"oh,,'; ".ma T,.... H,n". Tu~; 
H" ,m,," t. A ' ~ T,...,lo" Ko'",1 Hong ' H,ka 
rUI~~ 1 Ram.~. p~.,. Aooo Kil'lgi .... or; K,j, . 
Wi""", N. i", .. ~'" 110"\11 T, KOIII; ~~"j' .• ...,.~. 

'. I ...... \ . 
\ 

KO.e. o al 
Walmate 11 ..... ~ 
Idebyad bK.u.~ .... ny Mlo,j 
o ... oy t" .. d iSSing T<'<. ;n 
0 5 pe. I .... ) 
lIi.;n, T.iwIll~ 
~ ... a T .. We,. 
Wiram" lCal''''' 
tt.<.a r .. H., .. 
Ta"llo Hikuwa; 
T;>jYh1,; r" NII~' . 
Hue Hong' 
Mi~ei:;. TatUn,; 
KotI"",.,,, 
King, Ho" Ki". 
1t '''''''T.,. 
1.1-1 ... ,u. 
W"tmu Hau 
H~"':e'l H.u . • ~,,~ . • ~,,~. _..J 

Official pOIrly , ~ 
I r~ ... elli ng on Paddle Slu nlH 
f.U." ,\ ,o\ tlCkJ,.nd 10 Itll$u ll 
;Ii Gonmo. kwtn 
111.1'1 PAr """" .. n 
M.$ r~~Lor.(:~I",~.do...""". 

• ~HlJn'l!.o .... . . J., WJT .... 4 '~ 

M6hur.ngi~~t~··:~:~~~~·~,o~.~,,-,-, -~-, ---, 
T, ~=r.. ___ ~","..J 

Bowen's tour to the North highlighted the government"s pleasure that Nga Puhi had chosen 
nol to fight in the rec ent war against the Crown. After the trip he wrote that the colonial 
au thorities felt a 'confident assurance' that ·permanent tranquillily' would be maintained in 
the North, and re ported on the enthusiasm v·lith which Nga Puhi had asked lor towns to 
encourage trade and prisons 'for the punishment of the evil doers of both races' . 
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That colonial power stili 
had - or at least' observed -
geographical limit, In Ihe 
1870, was shown by ils 
failure to apprehend the 
killer 01 Timolhy Sullivan. 
Mohi Hotuho tu Purukutu 
and a number 01 Olher Nglti 
Haua had diSpuled Ihe 
survey and lease of a block 
Iyinq just inSide Te Rohe 
P61ae on which Su llivan, 
among others. was 
employed collec linq 
brushwood on the day he 
was killed. 
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ALIENATION OF MAORILANO, NORTH ISLAND 
AND CHATHAM ISLANDS, 1860s-1880s 

Crown 1I870-1885J '-nd pr lv"te 0873-1&831 
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KEEPING CONTROL 

The Native Schools Ac! 1867 was an 
assimilalionisl measure which also rellected 

lhe collapse ol lhe role 01 missions and 
missionaries in Maori lire and education as a 
result allhe war. After a hesllan! start, there 

were by 1885 some 67 schools leactllog 
EnOlish and olher subjects to mOle than 

2000 sluClen ls. Schools were readily 
established only in areas which had not 

been In conlliei wil.h the CroWfl, 
notably in the Nonh, parts ollhe Bay 

a! Plenty, and also Ihe South 
Island, where Ihere wele )4. 
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THE HERETAUNGA 
BLOCK 
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EAST WAST a. I'OVERTY BAY I , ... ~.... , 
Tn. Comm;u lo ...... 1'1<11" • Cou" 
of Inqu;,yw'l'lic!l u:.t NtQl., 
b8IWe6n 3 Febtu.ry and \2 Apo-'" 
' 873~.n" ""'etd "0"", 300 
COmi>l"~Il. ,lInoS! a\l rrom 

'U .UO ocr •• , (1)6,!(I>I l, s (iQI 
357!1141:,,,;r. 
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Tile Herctaunga Block Ihro6Qh Thomas TallOer. 
who exploitee! lhe 10·owner wle owners one by one, 
mostly through seizure 01 land in recovely of debts. The nature 01 Ule transaclions 
on this and other blocks in Havl\o(c's Sal' 10slere!! a 'repoo,ation movemenf 
amongst Maori Ihalled to lhe eslabJishmenl 01 an invesligallYe Commission, 
headed by Justice Richmond. iJ11873. Maori aM Pakeha Commission IllI!mOels 
disa9reed on whelher Ihe deals shOuld be repudiated: they Vlere not. 




