
Questions from the Crown in respect of the brief of evidence of Harold Maniapoto 

(Wai 898, #K35) 

 

14.  At paragraph 26, you refer to Governor Gore Browne's declaration of 21 May 1861 
to Maori assembled at Ngaruawahia and state that the declaration "cast aside all 
doubt that the Governor and his ten thousand odd British troops (that were already 
encamped in Auckland) intended to make war upon them". 

14.1  On what basis do you say that there were around 10,000 British troops in 
Auckland in May 1861, two years before war in the Waikato broke out?  (In 
The New Zealand Wars, James Belich discusses the number of imperial troops 
in the Waikato War and cites the view of historian, BJ Dalton, "who suggests 
the number of regulars in New Zealand did not reach 10,000 until 1866.’ 
Belich states further that "On 11 July 1863, there were less than 4,000 troops 
in Auckland Province available for the invasion. ) 

 Response: The statement intent is to emphasise the deception of the Governor to 
make war whilst pretending not to, and not so much on any particular 
number or numbers of troops available at the time. The number is based on a 
generalisation of the availability of British troops and a best guess estimate of 
numbers at the time. 

15.  At paragraph 48, you refer to the industrial school the Government established at Te 
Awamutu in 1862 and state that "because of the mistrust and fear for the 
government's true intentions for the school no-one attended". 

15.1  What is the basis for that statement?  In his book, The Maori King, John Gorst 
makes it clear that young Maori men attended the school and did so through 
to 1863' 

 Response: The statement is based on two sources…. 

Firstly, According to Ngäti Paretekawa traditions no Maori adults were 
permitted to attend because the school said that the Maori tongue was too 
stiff and they had difficulty in speaking pakeha words. Further, as relations 
between the Government and Maori deteriorated Moari were forbidden to 
attend by the Runanganui at Hui Te Rangiora… 

AND Secondly, Gorst  records also that only half-caste pakeha children 
attended in his reports of school attendance in that period. I have not been 
able to locate any record or customary and oral traditions indicating that 
Maori students had been taught at the mission school. 
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16.  At paragraph 154, you state that Ngati Maniapoto south of the aukati: were "forced 
to host, feed, cloth, and provide for 10,000 plus extra people from the many tribes 
exiled by Crown and colonial forces from their ancestral lands north of the Aukati. 

16.1  What is the basis for your figure of "10,000 plus" people? (It is noted that Dr 
O'Malley states that: ' If we combine the figures for Te Kuiti and Raglan to 
Kawhia then something in the order of 2600 Waikato were living within the 
Rohe Pötae, alongside approximately 2140 Ngati Maniapoto. 

 Response: The statement is based on estimates of eligible fighting men and 
whanau/household numbers…. 

Firstly, Te Wherowhero and Waikato, some forty years earlier are purported 
to have mobilised some 5-10,000 fighting warriors in the field when attacking 
Taranaki and the probability of those numbers being drastically different in 
this case appeared most unlikely… 

AND secondly, It appears likely that the figures quoted by pakeha sources 
generally represented the adult population only, and if you added the average 
whanau membership of say four per whare to include children and pakeke 
(aged) those figures could double if not treble in number. I have taken the 
benefit of  doubt and applied the latter. 

  



17 At para 166, you state: 

Paretekawa has no tribal lands on which to build its customary tribal base, except a 
two acre block, that our mum had to sell her last remaining land holdings elsewhere 
to buy back from others of our whanaunga.  However, the lands are on the south 
side of the Puniu River outside our tribal homelands, Apart from the urupa at 
Pukekawakawa these were the only lands that our father could claim as being true 
Ngati Paretekawa land, 

17.1  Would you please clarify: 

17.1.1  Where the location of the two-acre block is; and 

17.2 Response: The block is at 107 Waikeria Road 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17.1.2  Why you appear to be saying that the two acre block is outside your tribal 
homeland yet it is land that can be said to be "true Ngati Paretekawa land"? 

Response: The Ngäti Paretekawa customary tribal base is centred north of the Puniu 
River and is considered their true tribal homelands. These extend generally 
from the Puniu river to the Mangapiko and Mangaohoe Rivers. 

 The lands that my ancestors established our presence on after the 
confiscation of our customary ancestral lands was Ngäti Kaputuhi, and 
others,  tribal lands and not true Ngäti Paretekawa exclusive customary 
lands. 

 

 

Naku na……. 

Harold Te Piki Kotuku Maniapoto 

 

107 Waikeria Road 




