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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL

Introduction

1. My name is Wilson Ropoama Graham Smith. | descend from Ngati Tamakopiri, and our
marae is Opaea located in Taihape.

2. | am a claimant in the WAI 1632 claim before the Waitangi Tribunal alongside my sister Hari
Benevides and my late brother Hoani Hipango on behalf of ourselves and our whanau,
known as the Pohe whanau.

3. Our land interests include Raketapauma and Motukawa land blocks, Motukawa is the
mainstay of our farm today. We farm the blocks as one farm and we do not see that they are
separate regardless of any Crown drawn boundaries for their divisive Crown policies and
practices.

4, Our counsel has informed us that the Crown have said that “we have been heard in the
Whanganui inquiry district”. This is absolutely not true.

5. Our counsel filed documents in the Waitangi Tribunal for the Whanganui inquiry as this was
the advice she was given by the Waitangi Tribunal but the advice should have been that the
claim should be lodged in the Taihape inquiry because the Whanganui inquiry was nearly
finished.

6. | attended the Maungarongo marae judicial conference and we waited but were not heard.
Our counsel was told to wait till after the hearings had finished and that Judge Wainwright
would talk to those who had what was known as “small discrete claims”. Our counsel waited
and Judge Wainwright told her that the Crown was developing a policy around “small
discrete hearings” that policy never got established and our claim was put on hold for over
three years.

7. The Whanganui inquiry report includes nothing about our claim or our lands nor does the
report address our claim Wai 1632 regarding the Crown taking our land for its railway line,
the North Island Main Trunk Line (NIMTL). I claim that the Crown illegally took our lands
because there was no negotiation or compensation.

8. We claimants in Wai 1632 do not have any Tribunal decision nor did we have the chance to
state our case in the Whanganui hearings. For the Crown and the Waitangi Tribunal to say
“we have been heard” is completely wrong.

9. There was no presentation of our evidence. There was no examination or cross examination
of our evidence. None of us, the claimants of the Pohe whanau, were called to be witnesses
in our own case. | never saw the Crown counsel put forward any evidence to contradict our
claim against the takings of Railway lands. In fact our counsel asked Judge Wainwright in
Whanganui if my sister Hari Benevides could speak. Unfortunately, Judge Wainwright said
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NO. So why does the Crown say we “have been heard” We haven’t been heard and insist on
being heard in the usual Tribunal way.

All our evidence is filed in the Waitangi Tribunal, it was obtained at great expense and effort
by our counsel Ms Moana Sinclair and yet it sits still in their archives unaired and
unexamined and un-presided upon. We want it retrieved and brought before the Waitangi
Tribunal in the Taihape Inquiry for examination and cross examination. This is the usual
Tribunal process, not to let the claim and its evidence languish into oblivion.

Our parents’ grandparents and great grandparents have worked hard to maintain and hold
our land so that we have a turangawaewae to this day. We know without a doubt that we
have a legitimate claim against Crown actions policies and legislation and we and our
children, grandchildren and future generations will not give up until we have been heard and
compensated in a fair and equitable way, separate to the “large natural/unnatural
groupings” that the Crown has dreamt up.

No, we will have a separate settlement away from this Crown-constructed “large natural
grouping” where if we are included, we run the risk of being subsumed alienated and diluted
by that “large unnatural grouping” purely because the Crown wants to avoid compensating
us directly for who we are and for what our forbears stood and fought for. We will not
accept anything less.

We will be the negotiators of our settlement, no Post Settlement Governance Group created
by Crown policy, will negotiate for us. We are the claimants and the people to deal with, no
one else.

We were never heard and we have a right to be heard properly. The Waitangi Tribunal
processes and the Crown avoidance of our claim by sending it to the Ombudsman and then
into oblivion is a Crown breach. The fact that the Crown is now saying “we were heard in the
Whanganui inquiry district” is a bare faced lie and we will not tolerate Crown lies anymore,
nor will we be ‘fobbed off’ because the Crown doesn’t want the evidence we have brought
to light because it might implicate other Maori claimants who had lands stolen without any
compensation for the building of the NIMTL.

A century ago it was these very sorts of Crown lies that stole our land in the first place and
we are here to say to the Crown “you lied, we haven’t been heard and our lands overlap
both inquiry districts, Whanganui and Taihape, and we have a right to be heard in the
Taihape inquiry district” because that’s where we and our Tupuna have always lived. The
Crown does not decide how we seek our justice, only we, the Ahi Kaa of our lands have that
right.

OUR CUSTOMARY TUPUNA LAND
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The Raketapauma land block is on the south side of the Hautapu river and Motukawa land
block is on the north side of the Hautapu river. The Hautapu river is our awa and water
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source which we draw life from, it runs between the two land blocks. It is part of the whole
operation of our lands regardless of Crown-constructed inquiry districts.

These land blocks we have farmed since the time of our grandparents, great grandparents
and as far back as we can remember. We have included our whakapapa in our latest
Amended Statement of Claim (ASOC) which explains our whakapapa to our customary lands
as noted above.

Our parents’ grandparents, great grandparents and whanau are buried in our urupa. This
urupaa was established by Ropoama Pohe (my great grandfather) who surveyors noted as a
“squatter” on the Raketapauma land.

My great grandfather Ropoama Pohe wanted to be buried under a kowhai tree that
overlooked the land that was stolen by the Crown where his house once stood. This was his
way of establishing his mana over the land regardless of Crown stealth of our lands.

These are our ancestral lands where we have buried our dead and we will continue to do this
as our customary practice which our children will also follow in the future.

We have taught our children and mokopuna the history of how the Crown stole our land and
it is our duty to ensure they never forget the exact details of that history because the people
who are buried in our urupaa, are our people who stood for everything we believe and
practice today.

Regardless of the Crown seeing this claim as a small claim, in our minds it is the most
important claim before the Waitangi Tribunal, simply because we hold-fast to the principles
left to us by our tupuna, that of keeping the fires burning and upholding our customary
practices. We won’t be subsumed by their “large unnatural grouping” that’s just another
construct to reduce our mana and we reject it outright.

We are the Ahi Kaa to this day, the fire keepers of our lands. My sister, Hari Benevides, also a
claimant in this claim Wai 1632, and my children and grandchildren reside there still and
maintain the principles and practices of our mother, grandparents and great-grandparents,
our tupuna noted above.

We are not interested in the Crown’s idea of a “large natural grouping”, we do not want to
be subsumed in a “large unnatural” grouping for Crown purposes. If that happens then the
governance body of the so called ‘large natural’ grouping has control over our tupuna lands
which we need for access to continue farming our land blocks because as noted above the
land blocks make up the whole of our farm.

It should be understood that the land stolen, Raketapauma 2B1C by the Crown lies between
the Motukawa land block and the Raketapauma land block on which we continue to farm
today. We refuse to have a newly created body such as a Post Treaty Settlement Governance
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(PTSG), another Crown construct, come in and make decisions over our land blocks. That
would be a Crown breach on top of all the other Crown breaches over our lands.

We would essentially loose our Mana over our own customary land. We will not allow this to
happen and if this were to happen the Crown commits another crime for which we will

definitely seek compensation.






