Appendix A

Document No.

1

RECEIVED

Waitangi Tribunal

18 Sep 2013

Ministry of Justice
WELLINGTON

Wai 898, #A95(n)

Description Pages
NLP Minute recording receipt of report on blocks

ready for purchase- with comments by Sheridan,

Native Minister Mitchelsen and the Sutveyor General

Oct 31- 8 Nov 1889 (#A91 V2 p 313-314) 1-2

Memo from Sheridan to Native Minister Mitchelsen

concerning the Solicitor General's list of block values

relative to Crown purchasing 14-23 Nov 1889.

(#A91 V2 —p 340-341) 3-4

Telegram T.W Lewis to G T Wilkinson instructing him

To begin Rohe potae purchasing as soon as possible,

with price of 5/- an acre as the outside limit. 21 Dec. 1889
(#A91 V2- p323-326) 5-8

Telegram GT Wilkinson to TW Lewis stating the deeds have
been received to 9 Rohe potae blocks, and the amount payable
to each owner calculated at a rate of 5/- an acre. 14 Jan 1890
(#A91 V2 —p309-312 9-12

Telegram TE Lewis to GT Wilkinson stating the calculations
were at the maximum of 5/- an acre and a lower figure should

be used as a starting offer-"say 3/6d”. 18 Jan. 1890

(#A91 V2- p303-305) 13-15

Telegram GT Wilkinson to TW Lewis, saying he was under the
impression that the 5/- maximum price was for the better class
blocks, but there was little interest from owners at that rate.

"Please inform me if | am to understand your instructions now to
be that | am to offer only 3/6 per acre for all the nine blocks

proposed to be purchased....”21 Jan 1890
(A91 V2 —p298-302) 16-20


MURRAMA
Official

MURRAMA
Received NO DATE

MURRAMA
Text Box
18 Sep 2013


Telegram TW Lewis to GT Wilkinson stating that the instructions
were indeed to offer 3/6d per acre. 21 Jan. 1890
(#A91 V2-p297) 21

Excerpt from Terry Hearn’s draft report — Maori Economic
Progress in Te Rohe Potae Inquiry District c1885 to c1912.
Section entitled 'Setting prices for lands owned by Maori’-
(pages 120-126 of the report.) 22-28



A\
l {Conn )\'rwm‘131 3

7/;32,

With
/

NATIVE TLAND PURCHASES.

Date of Puper. | o 7/‘ -2 //
C/'?( 'f’[/ | 13‘97 ’ﬁ((owfgf(& |
> A
' Subject : 04/hwfb/4m Ll 7 CCress coihion
Date when Registered.
AL 1en Register (,Q ﬂd‘/-c/a{ﬂ,o Lyl T (((-,(%(///4(1,4,

rZ2a L"y ‘ 18. ;(i W i et rre gt ay, ﬂl"

| ‘ ﬂ("‘

Previoug Paper. |

|
1

Fadie: o o
52 7 %
/

e MINUTES.

= - s
Hhe vV G Nokeira Morczhon . ﬂfm,,,»ﬁ Z ,&4,7,4- Gt

Hinw avre 7rory Z2ecem 4"/% Mtﬂ_ﬁv}f& ) A &"AA‘_{(E_‘:
G wv“au— mo? G 226Gl ((;(\ ) f-'r’-//'-ﬁ/'/

/

/ﬁ %au/ orrip TS //;, Yrewter “/L:-u&ryr /G/»-A‘u/-’— g clonits )
et i %/Q‘//«,‘L Hiak Hese Solrshis inite liw
/Lu//wt Airidid, S b2 dirties ibsid /nff:/,tz.u// 0 madcg e
et T S5 ‘za Joelue attict iclcch S szt w/-/é.47 /a«-_/m/_‘

[ A f 7/‘"’ L < f/ﬂ."(() 1‘7’-{'% /J‘/-l{tﬂ/mk- =/ /M- Hoe prbeces cicle friy e Emil

/nflt’)f;&uﬁft f'h’JAZZ‘L AccA ,7“‘_((,['_ J‘AL[‘{{“
,,"(

.wct«awt
ot e 4<,-p A<t 7( P S
- Ly doe T e

g A -f':(uw »a
ﬂw—%\ <~ !f/‘ e Jilonhs as Mte, ke, seind sii itssr P Jroew
> P 14 N1yl y/9 {c/U[‘, f bncss o Slae loveod afle

( .
Wu«, ks Ccclives , fhe fOFlsiy fiens dog Lo Piotae,

IZ{L oé/‘/,,-?n_./m M /bu—tu /“7’,‘4 tdeccls of serrld bl fray e /;'u/-r
7(( ak price Corrcetle sl as Lo e 7.

Iﬁ-n;ut Negelr ~ = - ~ - = ‘}/‘/” e
Fratee, B b Budlr thod Mowsgachs - vwivac - o

{4]14-‘4-/"/ . - 93 - Sl
/JLM_L.:,,C Lo /2 Mf/zﬂ/'n./& 4,,._1( Wi ihakanpoc = gifed L -,

Jakols Kormhn . . 275%
4"'/‘4% Al/l ﬁM&mwvv “r\ L’ﬁrhi,u‘?;._ SRS i o

V0 | Dtatfere . S o
/f wul/}\/ <y hu;——c://'/\ An-/( | MaceTiinie frneefgroage  —

- 3 - T |
%, /ﬂ/v:wé/(_ &/?/’;"7':/7/\ A ..’a‘;:, Lm(j“«:_/- i '.a' o
° oo Gas Ll
. i y; i "=
/‘54041, Moc o ru// /'Z,— /t',¢£4/u¢/t'u T, r72e0

Ounicnbers JorLs
Sieke. fasalz - 177%
Ald‘u«"f-mt /"._"f’
/l/b-w-‘/l-uén.“,’.., 135087

dorfiae - /0 %0 & -
Lot wilire foreres 2hwtikel giot J Lice PR AT,




[cetice /’-}-;- Serree Jrieerller AT s S
v

Tl ”‘“‘-”"—"‘ﬁ///”ﬂ*”*’ Swe /' of kvstclod he

"?(.107;;’ Srand

!

R N P ]

.J’ let /L’.l( (1,1«7 =X Jr ,;;724.4[(( il oS Aee
' A v o

y ”
I~ ipen lawre Arice—s £
x e




¢ ; -7
K//OC)Z s Vs g 22 rr—ar— M

[‘ +

; ,Zf‘?r/l;.‘q, ol

s i
- 7\;114 a Moy
e i oL .

(/' P PPy
ZL/;M,&M coreal-
" dale
,,4"2/,1 o7 «/i,u cnsl-|| F7 Zooo
<cep -
a/M r9200
4-3,“;.714_1 o 72722
.f )L For L 1794
/ﬂtu-ﬂ/ M‘wyc 700

V7 aefrhxrt ) o /3.5v5‘7

TN el 10205

'J((. / “A/t’y ﬁ‘wl//\t\.‘

JAx ’l&,yxt..xlbu < UL /(L( 7‘0‘&‘;14’ /(-,. P pa e foey

M(‘-—i—r-"‘b" n‘ et @ ( ahorare |
u;.u.«w ‘7 'm\_l/"h’cw’
» sk SRS

/ 7
KZerit -yt fae fitd Frutle st itpa if1s 7@ /A—J—ua af batogide Har M ‘N‘( /

'/"“’L/“ Thred | Bt o7 1o St oo fotaapTy tﬁ,‘@u zt’},/rmu"f RS- St Slape /LJ-(. Lale, Asend afiis Loentn S
Vetlick to bicomtty IR L0ed ois Biine & 16T~ G s15frrrrial i K oy liia sond er, Luk pati, Agfucen)

3 /'44«—4«: 2.5 Lofp g, WMMM«,A‘M/M-LJ/,- R AL bssdsir inZins, | Sisr oty &
9 & X Lo Fafe ecoty Silncse frost ot fofdeh Atcity /nn %

,r\'v—:




e d

Ly SFpor aef et e e s g
e il s B e Gt e




NEW ZEALAND POST OFFICE TELEGRAPHS.
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The Stamps should be affived
by the Sender.

Instructions ;. (A VN Al Charpe.

This Telegram is presented for Transmission by the undersigned, subject to the authorized Conditions posted np in this office,
The Government will not ba hold responsible for crrors, omissions, or delays in the transmission of telvgrams, nor for the non-transmiscion of any

telegram, nor for delays in the delivery nor for the non-delivery of uny telegrums, from whatever canso the sarae may avise,
Heatioms respecting this teleeram should be made within six months from thoe date of its transmis.don, after which periad it will not ha kept.

of the Sender, ar nither of them, if (o be lelegraphed, must be written at the IEnd of the Messnge; and if not to bo

The Blarme and Addvers
telegraphed, they should be wiitten on the Back of the Form,
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NEW ZEALAND FUDI1 UFFIVE EEUnArnos
A. : No. of }

Code: s Tanded in (Timo) : ; Message

= Worids. Sent. Oftice Stamp.
Ollico of} \ ! . I St
Origin : J A i or wtamps.

The Stamps should be affived
by the Sender.

Tnstructions: Cliarge.

This Telegram is presonted for Transmission by the undersigned, subject to the authorized Conditions posted up in this offica,

The Government will not be held responsible for crrors, omissions, or de in the transmission of elegrams, nor for the non-transmission of any
telegram, nor for delays in the delivery nor for tha non-delivery of any lull;.,mu 7 > from whatever entiso the sane miay wrise.

Al ewpdications respecting this telegram should be made within six menths from tho date of its transmission, after which perivd it will not be kept.

The Hare and Addrees of the .:.cndm, or cither of them, if (o be lelegraphed, must Lo written at the End of the Messngn; and if not to be
telegraphed, they should be written on the Back of the Form,
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Instructions: Ly T ivce To The Stamps should be afiived
{ b == : by the Sender.

The Government will not be held responsible for crrors, omissions, or delays in the transmission of telegrams, nor for the non-transmizsion of any
telegram, nor for delays in the delivery nor for the non-delivery of any telegrams, froimn whatever cause the same may arise.
All anrlientions respee lmg this telegram should be made within six months from the date of its transmission, after which period it will not be kept,
The Hame and AdArces of the Sender, or cither of them, if (o be telegruphed, must be written at the Lnd of the Message; and if not to be
) telegraphed, they should be written vn the Back of the Form,
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‘ This Telegram is presented for Transmission by the undersigned, subject to tho autharized Conditions posted up in thia oflice.
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NEW ZEALAND POSI OFFICE | ELEGHAFPHS.
A, No. of ]

Handed in (Time) : : ! Message
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()rigin:} ' ST A Ak : Hor Stamps.

Words. Sent. Ollice Stamp.

Instructions: e ! Thargo. To The Stawmps s/lfm[d be affived
) by the Sender.
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| el P S, By:Ar & (sl
|

This Telegram is presented for Transmission by the undersigned, subject to the authorized Conditions posted up in this oflice.

The Government will not he held responsible for errors, omissions, or delays in the transmission of telegrains, nor for the non-transmission ol any
| telegram, nor for delays in the delivery nor for the non-delivery of any telegroms, from whatever canse the sane ey urise.

AN aprlications respecting this telegram should be made within six months from the date of its transmission, after which period it will not be kept.

The idame and £Adress of the Sender, or either of thom, if fo be lelegraphed, must be written ot the End of the Message; and if not to be
telographed, they should be written on the Back of the Form,
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NEW ZEALAND POST OFFICE TELEGRAPHS.

No. of }
(odejl malow . . y  Hondedin (Time): Messago) ~ T 2

Off 't vV Words. ! Oflice Stamp.
5 1ce O
Ougm}d_ A\V_ , . For Stamps.

Instructions d_ﬂ The Stamps should be aﬂi;ré(l

AT N : & Ohal‘go. I)y the Sender.
L N, AR

This Telegram is prédented for Transmission by the undersigned, subject to the autherizad Conditions Fo‘tnd up in this offico.

The Governme ot bo held responsiblo for errors, omissions, or delays in tho g msnu» ion of telegranys_nor for tho non-transmission of any
telegram, nor for da inkhe dolivery nor for tho non- d(.h\cn of any tcltgmm T Pord

All applications|f¥spocting this tolegram should be mado within six monthsfrgffl ty/date of its transmigfon, nfter yhich period it will not ho kept.

The Name and Address of tho Sender, or oithor of them, if fo be lelefrapfled, must bo written at the End of tho Messngoe; and if not to be
tolegraphed, they should ho written on the Baok of the Form. 7
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NEW ZEALAND POST OFFICE TELEGRAPHS.

No. of } e e e

Handed in (Time): Messago

Oflfice o‘[}
B e

Instructions:

Words,

Chawrge.

Sent. . Oflice Stamp.
For Stamps.
T'he Stamps should be affived
by the Sender,

This Telegram fs presented for Transmission by the undersigned, subject to the autherized Conditions posted up in this offica.

Tha Government will not be held rc=pmmblo for errors, omissions, or delays in tho transmission of telograms, nor for tho non-transmission of any
telegram, nor for dolays in tho delivery nor for the non-delivery of any telegrams, from whatever eause the same may arise,

“Alt n]lpllu\uonq respocting this telegram should be made within six maenthis from the date of its transmission, after which period it will not be kept.

The Name and Address of the Sender, or cither of them, if fo be felegraphed, must bo written nt tho IInd of tho Messago; and if not to bo
telegraphed, thoy should be written on the Baek of tho Forin,
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NEW ZEALAND POST OFFICE TELEGRAPHS.

Handed in (Time):

No. of }
MesSago ..................................... =

Words.

Offtice of }
T e

Instructions: Chargs.

Ollico Stanp.
For Stamps.

The Stamps should be affived
by the Sender.

This Telegram is presented for Transmission by the undersigned, subject to thoe authorized Conditions posted up in this office.

The Government will not be held responsible for errors, otnissions, or delays in the transmission of telegrmng, nor {or the non-transmission of any
tolegrnn, nor for delays in tho dolivery nor for the nen-delivery of any telegrams, from whatever cause the same mnv avise.

All applications respecting this telegram should be made within six menths from the date of its transmission, after which period it will not ba kept,

The Name and Address of the Sender, or oither of them, if fo be telegraphed, must bo written at tho End of tho Messago; and if not to bo

telegraphed, they should bo written on the Back of the Form.
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owner resistance the purchasing of individual interests offered the best option. Such
process, described by Marr as ‘secret purchasing,” was continued until the Crown had
acquired all the land it sought. It was, she recorded, an approach intended to exploit
differences and disputes among owners, to tempt individuals burdened with debts, to
weaken collective resistance to selling, and to undermine collective control of the
alienation process.*' The third element was a decision to treat all shares as equal in
value until the Native Land Court had otherwise determined, while the fourth was to
set aside for each owner ten percent of the area s/he agreed to sell as a ‘reserve’ (see

Chapter 5). The final element was setting a price.

Setting prices for lands owned by Maori

It is as well to note here that, in the absence of a comprehensive taxation regime,
governments until the introduction of income tax and progressive rates in 1891,
depended heavily upon revenues from land sales and leasing and thus sought to
establish and maintain a clear gap between the price they were prepared to pay Maori
and the price at which they sought to sell to settlers. Hawke and Lattimore go so far as
to argue that, while Maori may have been ‘exploited,” essentially the state was ‘a
financing mechanism for the costs involved in taking land into the international
economy and society. Fair prices to Maori and settlers properly diverged.” They
added that ‘the difference between the Crown’s buying and selling prices is not
sufficient to establish any exploitation at all.”**? Elsewhere Hawke argued that the low
prices paid to the Maori for their land represented the contribution that Maori made to
the expansion of the new economy, while the higher prices paid to the Crown by
settlers represented their similar contribution. Maori made their contribution by not
receiving the ‘actual’ value of their land, while settlers paid more than the ‘actual’

»233

value.”””” Quite how in what was practically (so far as Maori lands were concerned) a

monopsony the Crown was able to establish the ‘actual’ value of the lands concerned

231 Marr, The alienation of Maori land, pp.73-75.

22 G.R. Hawke & Ralph Lattimore, Visionaries, farmers, & markets: an economic history of New
Zealand agriculture. Wellington [1999], p.11.

23 G.R. Hawke, ‘Evidence concerning economic history issues,” (2000) Wai 686 #01, paras 41-42,
quoted in Bryan Gilling, Lands, funds, and resources: aspects of the economic history of Maori in
Wairarapa ki Tararua since 1840. Wellington, 2004, p.277.
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was not made clear. Further, the fact that private interests were willing to offer
significantly more than the Crown for land casts considerable doubt on the hypothesis
advanced. It is also entirely possible that the low prices paid by the Crown for lands
that it acquired from Maori, prices that the Evening Post once described as ‘the lineal
descendants of those ruling in the flour, rum, and blanket era,” constituted the major

obstacle to the transfer of land into settler ownership.*>*

Gilling, with reference to the 1850s, suggested that the prices offered to Maori were
‘just a number plucked from the air to meet the negotiator’s conflicting needs — to
remain within his master’s budget while keeping Maori quiescent ... No free market
determined land values.” With respect to the 1870s, he again suggested that ‘The
value placed on Maori land was still largely a reflection of political interests and
power.”*** In the course of an inquiry into Crown land purchasing in the Whanganui
Inquiry District in 1878, the Under Secretary of the Native Office noted that, acting
on Native Minister’s McLean’s instructions, it had been ‘the custom of the Land
Purchase Department to pay 5s per acre for flat land and 1/6 per acre for mountainous
country.” Land purchase officers were required to act within those limits. ?*® The
Native Minister’s range embodied the recommendations of the colony’s Surveyor
General, and in turn the latter took the advice of land purchase officers and surveyors.
Before the Legislative Council’s Native Expenditure Committee in 1879, former
Native Minister John Sheehan acknowledged that surveyors and land purchase
officers ‘cannot tell the actual commercial value,” and that it would be inadvisable in

all instances to rely upon their assessments.**’

The evidence presented to Legislative Council’s Native Expenditure Committee
indicated quite plainly that prices were set at the lowest level possible with a view to
the eventual disposal of the land concerned to settlers at a price which would allow
then to devote such capital as they possessed to develop their holdings, while also
allowing the Crown to recoup both the purchase price and at least some of the costs

associated with subdivision and the provision of access. The evidence is clear that the

34 Eyening Post (Wellington) 24 July 1900, p.5.

35 Bryan Gilling, Government valuers: Valuation New Zealand 1896-1996. Wellington, ¢.1996, p.19.
BSLE 1 1878/144, ANZ Wellington. Cited in T.J. Hearn, ‘Creating a public estate:’ Crown land
émrchasing in the Whanganui Inquiry District, 1865 to 2000. Wellington, 2007, p.147.

37 AJLC Session 11, 1879, No.6, pp.3-4.
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Crown engaged in a careful calculation of likely costs and returns as part of its overall
revenue, expenditure, and borrowing. Such fiscal considerations underlay the
Crown’s protracted resistance to having prices for lands owned by Maori based on

independently prepared valuations.

With respect to Te Rohe Potae, the methods and considerations the Crown employed
during the 1870s to establish the prices remained in place up to the passage of the
Maori Land Settlement Act 1905. Thus in 1889 for 17 Te Rohe Potae blocks, the
Surveyor General set out the maximum price per acre at which lands should be
purchased, the price at which the Crown could expect to sell the same lands, and the
profit that it could expect to secure.®® Details relating to 13 of those blocks are set
out in Table 3.1. If it is assumed that the Crown acquired all the land specified, that is,
300,992 acres, it would have paid a maximum of £99,141, and if it is assumed that it
then sold all the land acquired then it would have secured a gross return of £230,972.
That return would have represented an increase of fully 133 percent. Once the Crown
deducted its estimated costs, it expected to secure a net profit of £74,087 or a rate of
return of 75 percent on its initial outlay of £99,141. If it is further assumed that Maori
would have received, had they been free to sell their lands, the net return expected by
the Crown, such return could be regarded as representing a major transfer of wealth to

the Crown.

238 The following paragraph is based on information given in Boulton, Land alienation, p.210.
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Table 3.1: Te Rohe Potae blocks: prices to be paid, gross returns to Crown, and
net profit to Crown (nearest £), 1889

Blocks Maximum Gross return | Difference Net profit to
price payable | to Crown between Cols | Crown
2and3
Mangauika 1370 3425 2055 1199
Kopua 2344 5859 3515 2051
Waiwhakaata 3452 8631 5179 3021
Tokotokoraha 1119 2798 1679 979
Otorohanga 7691 19228 11537 6730
Orahiri 2863 7158 4295 2505
Kinohaku East 19950 49875 29925 17456
Kakepuku 8600 21500 12900 7525
Ouruwhero 3543 8858 5315 3100
Puketarata 8992 22480 13488 7868
Maungarangi 350 875 525 306
Wharepuhunga 33764 67529 33765 16882
Tokanui 5103 12756 7653 4465
Totals 99141 230972 131831 74087

Source: Boulton, Land alienation p.210

In fact, the Crown had no intention of paying the maximum prices recommended by
the Surveyor General. Marr recorded that Native Minister set the purchase price at 5s
per acre, while the Native Department’s Under Secretary instructed Wilkinson to
offer 3s 6d per acre (irrespective of quality), partly in an effort to cover any losses that
might accompany the purchasing programme.239 If the data presented in Table 3.1 are
re-calculated at that rate, then Maori would have received a gross sum of £75,248 and
the Crown’s gross return would have increased to £155,752. Table 3.2 sets out for the
blocks listed in Table 3.1 the areas actually acquired by the Crown to 1905 and the

prices paid.

9 Marr, The alienation of Maori land, p.94. Wilkinson was the officer in charge of all Rohe Potae
(Aotea Block) purchases.
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Table 3.2: Selected Te Rohe Potae blocks acquired by the Crown 1890 to
1905

Blocks Acres acquired | Price paid: £ | Price paid per acre: s
Mangauika 8045 1540 3.83
Kopua 11615 2315 3.97
Waiwhakaata 27215 7698 5.66
Takatokoroha 3047 762 5.00
Otorohanga 9424 2615 5.55
Orahiri 9690 3456 7.13
Kinohaku East 79554 25473 6.40
Kakepuku 10059 3115 6.19
Ouruwhero 17652 3089 3.50
Puketarata 34447 9375 5.40
Maungarangi 1233 216 3.50
Wharepuhunga 229672 28709 2.50
Totals 441653 88363 4.00

Source: Innes

The Crown encountered several difficulties as it sought to implement its land
purchasing plans: surveys took time to complete; the Native Land Court, burdened
with title investigations and the compilation of ownership lists, deferred defining
relative shares; and resistance on the part of Te Rohe Potae Maori to selling lands,
especially their best lands, and the imperilling their efforts to expand the pastoral
(sheep) industry in the region featured prominently. Maori were sufficiently reluctant
to sell that in 1891 the Crown looked to take advantage of the apparent inability of
Maori meet the survey costs the payment of which it had agreed, in January 1889, to
defer for two years.?*’ The price that the Crown was prepared to pay was also a
factor. What became the Crown’s default offer of 3s 6d per acre was widely rejected
by Maori (to whom settlers had reportedly offered up to £3 per acre despite the
prohibition on private dealings). A decision by the Crown to raise the price on some

of the blocks that it sought to 5s per acre failed to generate the hoped for interest

0 Marr, The alienation of Maori land, pp.102 and 105. Te Rohe Potae Maori leaders and the Crown
agreed that the Crown would advance the actual cost of the surveys, and that Maori would repay such
costs in land or cash, with the Crown’s outlay to be covered by liens registered over the lands involved
as provided for by section 25 of the Native Land Court Act 1886 Amendment Act 1888. Payment was
postponed for two years but charges would after that time attract simple interest at the rate of five
percent per annum until discharged. Further, with respect to lands purchased by the Crown, survey
costs were to be shared by both parties according to the proportion acquired by the Crown and that
retained by Maori. The cost of surveying joint boundaries was to be shared. See Marr, The alienation of
Maoriland, p.S1.
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among Maori. The Waikato Times noted that Te Rohe Potae Maori were ‘quite alive
to the fact that were the restriction [on alienation] removed they could command a

very much higher figure.” It went on to record that:

... if the natives were left untrammelled they would sell the land which they
cannot utilise with their present means, and apply the money they received to
the improvement of that which they retained. The avowed determination not to
sell is ... the result of the restrictions on their freedom and disgust at the low
price offered by Government. >

Maori were also fully aware of the greatly enhanced values that in all likelihood
would follow the construction of the railway and upon which the Crown itself was

determined to capitalise.**

In 1894 Seddon, concerned over the slow pace of land acquisition in Te Rohe Potae
and the wide dispersal of many of the purchases that the Crown had been able to
conclude ordered a review of the land purchasing programme. Thus in October 1894
he directed Minister of Lands McKenzie (the Department of Lands having taken over
the Land Purchase Department in the previous year) to appoint additional land
purchase officers and to concentrate on the acquisition of land lying near the railway
and near constructed and planned roads. He also ordered a review of prices with a
view to increasing the Crown’s offers and thus felt able in 1894 to assure Te Rohe
Potae Maori that the government would pay what he termed a ‘fair and reasonable’
price.”*

Many Te Rohe Potae Maori did sell land, the Crown acquiring between 1890 and
1899 some 530,820 acres (or 27.5 percent of the area they had owned in 1840).244 The
reasons for their change of heart are still not entirely clear: many were anxious to
clear debts associated with title investigations and surveys; others sought to improve
their housing; still others, keen to engage in sheep farming, saw in land sales an
opportunity to raise the capital necessary; and others invested in businesses in what

would become the Native townships of Otorohanga and Te Kuiti. Boulton also

! Waikato Times (Hamilton) 16 January 1892, p.2

2 Boulton, Land alienation, pp.223-229.

3 NZPD 1894, Vol 86, p.374. See Marr, The alienation of Maori land, p.124.
¥ Douglas, Innes, and Mitchell, Alienation of Maori land, pp.127 and 129.
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suggested that the passing of key leaders, Taonui Hikaka in 1892, Rewi Maniapoto
and Tawhiao in 1894, and Wahanui Huatare in 1897, weakened ‘community
cohesion, organization, and resistance to selling.’?* A desire to discharge debts
appears to have featured prominently in decisions to sell: thus in 1897 hapu of Ngati
Maniapoto, Raukawa, Ngati Hikairo, and Ngati Tuwharetoa claimed that ‘Our lands
are saddled with many expenses arising from courts and surveys and we desire to
employ the land that it may pay its own expenses.” > In an effort to maintain
collective control of and authority over their lands, to deflect the Crown’s tactic of
purchasing individual interests, and to raise the money necessary to discharge title
investigation and survey costs, a number of hapu thus created ‘sale blocks.” Marr
noted that such blocks allowed Maori to retain a measure of control over the area and
location of the land that would be offered for sale, while offering the prospect of
flushing out the extent of the Crown’s covert purchases.?*” The tactic hardly served to
deter the Crown and indeed it endeavoured to employ sale blocks as a means of

gaining a purchasing toehold in the parent blocks.

The course of prices paid by the Crown

Boulton suggested that while the prices paid by the Crown for Te Rohe Potae lands
remained ‘relatively static” until 1897, the maximum paid thereafter rose above 5s per
acre although the average for the entire period from 1889 to 1907 was just 4s per
acre.”® The data published by the Native Land Commission in 1907 for the period
from 1892 to August 1906 do not suggest any rise in average prices paid until after
the passage of the Maori Land Settlement Act 1905 (a matter explored below).
Robinson and Christoffel attributed the supposed rise to ‘the increasing amounts of
money the Liberal Government allocated to land purchase within the inquiry
district.”**’ That would seem to be a rather unlikely explanation. A 1911 return sets

out for the period 1891-1892 to 1904-1905 the area of land acquired by the Crown

245 Boulton, Land alienation, p.455.

26 11 1897/1516, ANZ Wellington.

27 Marr, The alienation of Maori land, p.102.

8 Boulton, Land alienation, p.381.The details of Crown purchsses given in AJHR 1911, G6 indicate
that the Crown paid an average of 4.89s per acre.

24 Helen Robinson and Paul Christoffel, Aspects of Rohe Potae political engagement, 1886 to 1913.
Wellington, 2011, p.47.
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