
Appendix A 

Document No. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Description Pages 

NLP Minute recording receipt of report on blocks 

ready for purchase- with comments by Sheridan, 

Native Minister Mitchelsen and the Surveyor General 

Oct 31- 8 Nov 1889 (#A91 V2 P 313-314) 1-2 

Memo from Sheridan to Native Minister Mitchelsen 

concerning the Solicitor General's list of block values 

relative to Crown purchasing 14-23 Nov 1889. 

(#A91 V2 -p 340-341) 3-4 

Telegram T.W Lewis to G T Wilkinson instructing him 

To begin Rohe potae purchasing as soon as possible, 

with price of 5/- an acre as the outside limit. 21 Dec. 1889 

(#A91 V2- p323-326) 5-8 

Telegram GT Wilkinson to TW Lewis stating the deeds have 

been received to 9 Rohe potae blocks, and the amount payable 

to each owner calculated at a rate of 5/- an acre . 14 Jan 1890 

(#A91 V2 -p309-312 9- 12 

Telegram TE Lewis to GT Wilkinson stating the calculations 

were at the maximum of 5/- an acre and a lower figure should 

be used as a starting offer-"say 3/6d". 18 Jan. 1890 

(#A91 V2- p303-305) 13-15 

Telegram GT Wilkinson to TW Lewis, saying he was under the 

impression that the 5/- maximum price was for the better class 

blocks, but there was little interest from owners at that rate. 

"Please inform me if I am to understand your instructions now to 

be that I am to offer only 3/6 per acre for all the nine blocks 

proposed to be purchased .. .. "21 Jan 1890 

(A91 V2 -p298-302) 16-20 

Wai 898, #A95(n)

MURRAMA
Official

MURRAMA
Received NO DATE

MURRAMA
Text Box
18 Sep 2013



7 

8 

Telegram TW Lewis to GT Wilkinson stating that the instructions 

were indeed to offer 3/6d per acre. 21 Jan. 1890 

(#A91 V2-p297) 21 

Excerpt from Terry Hearn 's draft report - Maori Economic 

Progress in Te Rohe Potae Inquiry District c1885 to c1912. 

Section entitled 'Setting prices for lands owned by Maori'-

( pages 120-126 of the report.) 22-28 
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NEW ZEALAND POST OFFICE TELEGRAPHS. 

______________ ._- _._- _-. __ =H_(l.~Il~d-e-d-i-nr(.:..T-j-m-o..;.)-:-::.......: . .-.;. .. ;.,.-::....._..;....:-.:r;. ::;;:; _____ Jc~~~!o } ----... ----

Words. Sent. Ollice Stamp. 

A. 
Code: 

ODicc 0 [ \ 
Ol'igin: J -.-.--.-.-.. -.-~- ; - .... ·--1~·-.... -... - ·--... At . ____ . __ ... _ m. 

Instructiolls :. - ... l :.-!...:...-------.I--c.,,'.,..h-al-.g-'e--I To 

.. ___ ..III -; -.---.. - I " ny.=~===~~=~~: 

For Stamps. 
The Stamps sho1lld be a.Qixed 

by tho Sender . 

Th is Tolegrll.m is prosonted lor TrnDsm ission by tho undersigned , slIbject to the authori7.Cc1 Conditions posted up in this Offi CD. 
Tho Go\'c l'lUuent will not bo he ld respons ib lo for Ol'rors, om i~s i ons, or delays in lh e l rn llslfaisf; i('m ot It· l cgrnm~, not' (or tho non· tmusmission of Rny 

telegram, nor for dcl{\,rs in t.ho doli\'cry nor (or tho non-deli\'ery of nny tcicgrnmt', ( rolll wlmlc vcl' CI\USQ Uhl Sa-lIl O mny nriso . 
All onpli('n,tions re~ r('ctin~ tid , toicSrtUU fi:hould be mnde within six months {rom tho dato or its tTlUlsmis!. ion, nil r whioh period it will not bo kept. 
The Holme aml Adc!:·cr.a nf ,I,e Sender, or either of tbom, i/lo be telegraph.,I" mus~ bD wriLten nt ~bo End of the Message; and if Dot to bo 

Id cgmpbed, thoy should bo II1·"Wn ou Lbo tillck of Lho Form. 

.._._~,_. _.t ___ . 

"_L; _______ ._L.~.!~ _. ~L Lt. ... : L ..... --t-./.2-~--... .. tL ........ _ .... _ .: ... _LL:.....LL .. '-- .. '-~..!!. .. ::.............../L'-<~ --::. ..... ~ 
-..I_._('..!.... ____ . __ r_.LJ..:......:..._._._~ __ ., __ <, c:........ ____ :.J..!...._._L ... .....:._ ...... _~. ____ ._. __ :.L .. ___ l __ l __ .. __ .. _____ . , . 
_._. __ :. ___ . ____ ... _____ :.... ___ .... ~ . ..£_ ... ~ ..... _ ... ____ ._._,_LL_ .. _~~_ ...... ___ .. , ... t._._ ... _~ __ ._L ____ ..... _ 

_ Yt-_L._-- _U.'-' .... .. "_ ... L!_"-'L~..L~.{j,_ .. i~·-' ~"'----
__ ...:_._~_...:..... ... ___ (i _!!._ ... _V: ___ ._ ... _ . ..:;,~_~._ .. _ . _____ ....... __ ....... ~.'_ 
~___'I'J~{ :....~.!..J.J. .. .J...!......!.. ~__ ...J.~._. ____ 1 -./; ~_:.... ... _ i. ... _ .... _. __ .~_ .... __ L(:_ .. _L'J_:.~.!:~ ______ ._ 

. __ . ...lil l. ._...:. .... _ .. __ .. ....... _.!... ... ~~ .. L_ .......... _r:..~ ........ _ .......... f:.~ ......... !. .......... __ ..... L.~ ....... _ ...... _It.. ... f._ ........ __ ....1... .. T'~ .. -J. .... ----..:..~ 
CMA "3/:nr [ /J1 

'''0. It,'==-------·-.. ---- T 
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NEW .£t.ALAI"U VI'" I'" I\,;C, ~f-.a..I:;.Un"rni;l. 

A. No. 01 ) 
ITanded in (Time): ._ . _._____ Messago _._-

------------------------------~--~W~ol~·d~s-.--.------S-'e-n-t.-----,,-----------
Code: 

OOiee 01\ 
Origin: J - '--'" .---.. -----.----

rr 
At ______ ID. F or Stamps. 

The Stamps sholl/(Z bc affixed. 
by the Scnder. 

324 

Offico Stamp. 

This Telegr= is proscntc<1/or Tro.nsmission by tho t1n<1ors igno(l, ."hjoot to tho Btlthorize<1 COn<litions PD, tc<1np in this oflic •. 
The Go\'crmncnt will not be held respons iblo (or errors, om iss ions , or doln.ys ill lIl o tm nsmi sio: ioJl o f It:il'grnllls , nor Cor tho no)) ·tranl<mi6S ion of any 

lclcgmm , nor (or dcln.~'!J in th o dcliycry nor for the non ·delivery of n.ny loicgrnllls , (rolll wlul tc \'cr nliSu Lhe So.1110 lI\ay lui:lc. 
1\11 Dnpli(, fLtiotl$t f ('spccUng- lbis tol cgrnm should bo ll.Indc wiLhin s ix m onths {rom t.ho unto o( its Lrnnsln i&sion, aHcr which period it will nob be kept. 
'I'll. Name nnd AddrC!:s of tho Sender, or either 01 thorn, oil to b. le/cgraph"I, must bo writlell at tho End of tho Messago; and if not to bo 

telegraphed , they should bo WrItt e n Oil tho Bilek of the Form. 

06 
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Eunued in (Timo) : .. 
NO. 01 l 

Message) ---- ----.n.. . 
Code : ... .. -.- ... __ .- . 

Words . Sen t. 
Ollice oft 
Origin: ) ---... - .. -.-.-.... - .. - .. - -.--.. -----. At _______ . ill. 

By _ _____ _ 

Instructions: .. ____ .. _______ .. ___ 1--=----1 To ________ . rl ----- ._-_._-_._--_.-

For Stamps. 
Th e Stall/ps should be aiJixed 

by the Sender. 

Ollice Slump. 

Thi. Telegrl\lll is presented lor Tre.nsm ission by the undersigned, suhject to tho I\uthori1.ed Conditions posted up in this offico . 
Tho Government win not be hol<1 responsiblo {or errors , omissions, or delays in th o trnns l1li ~" i (l 11 of t ' l Cf'Jrm ll ~ , nor (or tho non·trn.nsDlission of any 

te legram, nor for dcln..vs in the dcHrcry nor lor tho non-dolh'cry of any te legrnms , from \\ lmlcrcr Cf\U l'-O tho same mny lui so. 
All IlPT'IiC'nlions rc!;pccting thi s telegram should be mnde wit,h in s ix m ont hs (rom tho dn.to of its lral1SmiSbioB. nfter whioh period it. will not be ke pL. 
Tltu H a.me n.ncl Adclrcr.s Ilf ,1,0 Sender, or either 01 thorn, if 10 b. leleo/'aphed, must bo wTitten nt tho End 01 tho Messngo ; nnd if not to bo 

t tclegrnphed, Lhoy should bo "nLtcll 0 11 Lhol.lo.ok of th o Form. 

TO{ -·------ -... - ... --.-----.-. -----.. --.--
---... --.... ---.-... ~.--... -.- -.---"._-." - _ . __ .. _ .... _ .. - .. _--_._ .. - .. _--_._ .. _-_ .. _---_ ... _-

_'t:<_~ _ ~ C-..--I-i -- L _-L~t. :"<l£~;-
?J(~J.. .1 U Lil _t.L __ ~ j- - I l ~"'-7 6, F I 
_-:.L... ___ J-_ .. _~ __ ._* ____ ._,_,, _ ___.._':"-.. l /..L.C...lL-C_-----.L _.LL '.-- ,-.-.:...- ..... ~-.-.. .,.L... .. -" .. - -

-1-1.4{ _ .. ___ { I. L!..l!/L ___ .. ___ /-_..L. __ ._ .. _A_--LLL.!:L~.L.:.. __ .. ____ ~ ~.----.-.-. 

_-/::,,:,-"_1L -'-"--,---'-- '--lJ--- _"-c--<- _" __ ~ ~ ri'. f..._. 
~~~". __ .L_"_~ __ ... LL..L. .. l.. ____ ..!. .. _.~ ___ .... .L._. ___ .. ~.. ._ ... __ 1.1::: . ..<Z __ .i YL .. 7-.. _ .. ·_-
.t? < '~_LL:_L.?_{ __ ..-L~~ · ..... _ ....... _ .. I .. __ .. :.._~· __ ·_ .. ····_·_ .. ···_·~·· __ ...... _ .. ···_ .. · ....... _ .. _L~~-".~ .. __ 

. __ I. _ _ ._~ ___ .. ~.~ ___ ._ .. . ~ ___ .. _~:L~4-l---- .. -# ... ..c /; _~_ .. ___ =->..L 

CA.ll1 r-;["1K '1~JJ 
'0.1711 I:"h~ .~ 11 ---;-"'-'~-"'!IIIil~-7 

,~ 

"1 ' 

0.07 
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N~VV '£~ALAN[) ~OS I O"'''''C~ I c.Ll:.uKA~HS • 

Code: 
• ~o . o( } __________ _ 
lUessnge 0- _ ', __ ,,-, •• ___ .. __ H anded in (Time) : 

Office oIl 
Words. Sent . Office Stamp. 

Origin : J -.-------.. -.-.... - .. - .. ----.-- At ______ ._ m. For Stamps. 
To _______ . 

By _____ _ 

The Stamps sholllcl be affixed 
by the S cudcr. 

This Telegram is presonted for Transmission by tho undersigned, subjeot to the authori zed Condit ions posted up in this omoc. 
Tho Govomment wi ll not bo held responsiblo for c.u ors, omi!>sions, or d lo.ys in tho tmns ll1 i s~ i on DC ldcgmmFl , nor (or tho nou-transmission or any 

tclegrnm, nor (or dcln..vs ill tho delivory nor (or tho non-delivery of nny toicgrnms, from wh u.tc"cr cnuse tho stuno Utay arise. 
All o'P"'l icnli ns rc~pccting this tclcgrnm should be made within sLx months from the do.to of its tmllsmissioll, nfter whioh period it wil l n ot lie kept. 
Tho Nam e I\ntl Ade .c~s of the Sen der, or either of thom, i[ 10 b. telcgmpTl. rI , must be written nt tho End of tho Mess"go; und if not to bo 

tel smpbod, they should be \I riLlen 0 11 ~ho Baok of tbe F orm. 

'( TO{ -----.. -
----_. __ . __ ._-,---_._---------_._------------_._-_._-------.---.----

_--~~~~-_~_:l_l · ._~_~: ___ := ~. -----S1f,-h--:----.. --.--
.. ------.--.-------.-------------------.----.---.=~-,C[-j----·--

------------------_ .. _-_._-_ .. _. __ ... _ .. _---_._._._----_._ .. _ .. _--_._-

- .. _-----

~,OI] 
f3!i (10211 

f"N.-. 

OilQ 
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NEW ZEALAND POS1' OFFICE TELEGRAPHS. 

Code: _ ... _ ..... _. __ ._. __ ... _ ..... _._. Handed in (Time) : .. _ .. _ .. ___ . 

Words. Sent. 

At _ .. ___ . ___ . __ ._ m. 

To _. _ ... _ ._ . _____ .... __ . 

M~~~~~o} _._-_._._ .... _ _ . __ .-

For Stamps. 
The StamJis should be aiTlX~d 

by the Sellder. 

Office Stamp. 
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NEW Z~ALAND POSTOFFlc'E- TELEGRAPHS. 

Code: Hnnncd in (Time) : ____ ... l\re~~~!o} -.. -.---.. -----
\. Worus. Sont. 

~~~Tno:(} .. - .. -.. - -.. -.-.---.. ------.-- At ._ .......... __ ._._ m. 
Instructions: _ .. ___ _ .. ___ ._._ .... _. __ ._._._ .. _ ___ ... 1--=----1 To 

rT --f :.---.----.-.-.--.. --------- . 
I 

Dy __ .. _ .. __ .. _. __ . ___ . 

For Stamps. 
The Stamps shollkl be ajJi.'Ccd 

by the SCllder. 

Offico Sto.mp. 

This Telegram is pnscntcd (or Trllllsmission by t,ho undc~igneil subject to the Ruthori1.cd Conditions postod np in this offico. 
Tho Oo\,crnuHmt will not be held responsiblo for errors, olllis~loll S , or delays in tho trnll s l1li~~ i OJl of lciugrrnll s , nor for t·ho non-trnnsmission of any 

telegram, nor for doln.ys in tho deliv~ry nor {or t·ho tlon-tlc}i\,cl'Y of I\ny tclC'grnU16, frolll whatover causa tiltl M.1Il0 Ill it,\' nri~o. 
All applicatiolls respoct ing this t.C)c.gfn.ID should be ronde withill s ix m onUls from tbo elnte of its tmll!lnai s..'\ioll, after ,\'hioh period it willllot uo ke pt. 
Tho Na.me and Address of tho flender, or either of them, i/lo b. telcurapllca, must bo written nt the End of tho M.ssogo; and if not to bo 

telegraph.'l, thoy should bo written on tho Baok 01 tile Form. 

Tol ---------~---- ---:------------:--- -------------~-
___ .o _ _ •• ~ __ ~_~~ ~--;.. ___ ~_: .. _ ___ . _ __ .. . ___ ._. .. .. ___ _ . . :~_._ 

--rT~"~ ... ~-.~-.-=-.-.-~=--=-.. -- __ ... E~.«00_~ .,;1/0 -

---~ ~~~c:ry:r.- --~. ~ .. - --2J' ?-~ ~E_.~_ - . - .-- --- - - - -- ... - .... ------ -...... -----

-··-.. · -~-.. -· ----~-·~~~---~·~T---~g~~-·~~~--~ .. --.... - -
, .. ~~~~-d_~~-·~--7·-·-9.~-~~- ·~--~~-~·~~·---·­

·~£7--~~~·~~~·-~~~-· ~-:··~ .... ~~~ 
_4._~~~eL~.~ .. ~- .. ~-~~.~ ..£~_~~~ ~ __ 
_ ~-~_~~~_~~~_ .. _~!J.~~ __ ~_ .. ~._ .. ~: 
a..d, ._ Z?~.. ~ a.-<.d 4?L~~ '4?A'-~ 

( . ~ _ ... • .. ~ ___ _ ___ •• ~~.~_._. _ _ __ __ .... _. __ •• _ . ..... _ _ Io ~ . _ _ ,_,_ . ____ .. .. _ __ . ... .. __ , ___ • .o __ _ , _ .. " ._ •• _ _ _ _ _____ ._~ ______ _ 

No.·m ) . I t-fA Is/1g C1~j] . . 

)4 
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. ------
NEW ZEALAND POST OFFICE TELEGRAPHS. 

A. 
Code: _ .. ___ .. __ ... _ ... __ . __ ... ___ . Ho.ndcd in (Time) : .... __ ... _ ._._ .. _ ... J':~~~!o} -----.----.. -----.-.. -

Words. Sen ~. 

~~~in~} ..... ----.-........ ----... ---.----.-----.-
At _ __ ... __ ._ .... __ . m. 

Instructions : ....... _. __ .. ___ ._ .. ___ . _____ .... _ .......... _ ... _ 1--..,.,..----1 r'T ::-=-----... --... ==~ 
For Stamps. 

The Stamps should be aj]k1:cd 
by the Sender. 

Oilleo Sto.mp. 

This Telegrnm is prescnt('(l for Tmngmiltsion by tho umlcrsignecl . subject to Ul0 nuthorh~cd Conditions post eel up in this office. 
Tho Government will not bo held responsiblo lor errors, omissions, or delays in the tnl.nsmi !'s ion of te legrf\11Is, nor (or tlto nOD~trll1iSmis!ilon of nny 

tolcgrnm, nor for delays in tho dolivery llor for tho non-dclh"cry o( nny tc lcc.rnm!5t from \\ hnle\·c.r cnm~c the ~al1lc mRY n.1· i~o , 
All npplications rCRpecting this telegram 6l1ould be mnde within Sl.'t lIlonUls from tho dnte of its tmns missiulI, Il(tcr whioh pcriocl it will not. Oil kept. 
Tha No.me and Address of tho Sender, or oltha, of them, i/lo be tolt gmp/lcd, must ba written at tho End of tho Alessngo; and if not to bo 

telegraphed, they should be written on the Back of the Form. 

:~=~-~~~~~=--= 
· .. ·~~ .. ~~7···-~ .. ·-··~~~~-·· ·~?f.~~~··-·····--"~··-.. ·" 
no<- k- "..,<x.~ .. ---_ ... __ . __ ... _--.. _ .. __ ._ .. _ .... _--_. __ ._ ..... -.... _--_ .. _ ... _ .. _-_ .. _ ... __ ._---.-- _._ . __ .. _. __ ... - .. - ...... _.----.. - .... -...... --.-.--.. ---...... --.-,,-.. ---....... -----~ 

..... _._ ............. _._ ....... _ .... ___ ... _ .... __ ..... _ .. _._ ... _ ..... ___ ... ____ .. _ ... _ ... __ ~~_~L~ ___ .... __ "_ .. __ .. .:... .. ___ ._ 
.~ 

No. 1711 

; . 
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D. NEW ZEALAND POST OFFICE TELEGRAPHS. 
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owner resistance the purchasing of individual interests offered the best option. Such 

process, described by MalT as 'secret purchasing,' was continued until the Crown had 

acquired all the land it sought. It was, she recorded, an approach intended to exploit 

differences and disputes among owners, to tempt individuals burdened with debts, to 

weaken collective resistance to selling, and to undermine collective control of the 

alienation process. 231 The third element was a decision to treat all shares as equal in 

value until the Native Land Court had othelwise determined, while the fomth was to 

set aside for each owner ten percent of the area s/he agreed to sell as a 'reserve' (see 

Chapter 5). The fmal element was setting a price. 

Setting prices for lands owned by Maori 

It is as well to note here that, in the absence of a comprehensive taxation regime, 

governments until the introduction of income tax and progressive rates in 1891, 

depended heavily upon revenues from land sales and leasing and thus sought to 

establish and maintain a clear gap between the price they were prepared to pay Maori 

and the price at which they sought to sell to settlers. Hawke and Lattimore go so far as 

to argue that, while Maori may have been 'exploited,' essentially the state was 'a 

fmancing mechanism for the costs involved in taking land into the international 

economy and society. Fair prices to Maori and settlers properly diverged.' They 

added that 'the difference between the Crown's buying and selling prices is not 

sufficient to establish any exploitation at all. ,232 Elsewhere Hawke argued that the low 

prices paid to the Maori for their land represented the contribution that Maori made to 

the expansion of the new economy, while the higher prices paid to the Crown by 

settlers represented their similar contribution. Maori made their contribution by not 

receiving the 'actual' value of their land, while settlers paid more than the 'actual' 

value.'233 Quite how in what was practically (so far as Maori lands were concerned) a 

monopsony the Crown was able to establish the 'actual' value of the lands concerned 

231 Marr, The alienation of Maori land, pp.73-75. 
232 G.R. Hawke & Ralph Lattimore, Visionaries, farmers, & markets: an economic histOlY of New 
Zealand agriculture. Wellington [1999], p.ll. 
233 G.R. Hawke, 'Evidence concerning economic history issues,' (2000) Wai 686 #01, paras 41-42, 
quoted in Bryan Gilling, Lands, fun.4s, and resources: aspects of the economic histo!)' of Maori in 
Wairarapa ki Tararua since 1840. Wellington, 2004, p.277. 

120 
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was not made clear. Further, the fact that private interests were willing to offer 

significantly more than the Crown for land casts considerable doubt on the hypothesis 

advanced. It is also entirely possible that the low prices paid by the Crown for lands 

that it acquired from Maori, prices that the Evening Post once described as 'the lineal 

descendants of those lUling in the flour, lUrn, and blanket era,' constituted the major 

obstacle to the transfer of land into settler ownership. 234 

Gi11ing, with reference to the 1850s, suggested that the prices offered to Maori were 

'just a number plucked ii-om the air to meet the negotiator's conflicting needs - to 

remain within his master's budget while keeping Maori quiescent .. . No free market 

detelIDined land values.' With respect to the 1870s, he again suggested that 'The 

value placed on Maori land was still largely a reflection of political interests and 

power.'235 In the course of an inquiry into Crown land purchasing in the Whanganui 

Inquiry District in 1878, the Under Secretary of the Native Office noted that, acting 

on Native Minister's McLean's instlUctions, it had been 'the custom of the Land 

Purchase Department to pay 5s per acre for flat land and 116 per acre for mountainous 

countly.' Land purchase officers were required to act within those limits. 236 The 

Native Minister's range embodied the recommendations of the colony'S Surveyor 

General, and in tum the latter took the advice of land purchase officers and surveyors. 

Before the Legislative Council's Native Expenditure Committee in 1879, fOlIDer 

Native Minister John Sheehan acknowledged that surveyors and land purchase 

officers 'cannot tell the actual commercial value,' and that it would be inadvisable in 

all instances to rely upon their assessments. 237 

The evidence presented to Legislative Council's Native Expenditure Committee 

indicated quite plainly that p11ces were set at the lowest level possible with a view to 

the eventual disposal of the land concemed to settlers at a price which would allow 

then to devote such capital as they possessed to develop their holdings, while also 

allowing the Crown to recoup both the purchase price and at least some of the costs 

associated with subdivision and the provision of access. The evidence is clear that the 

234 Evening Post (Wellington) 24 July 1900, p.5 . 
235 Bryan Gilling, Government valuers: Valuation New Zealand 1896-1996. Wellington, c.1996, p.19. 
236 LE 1 18781144, ANZ Wellington. Cited in T.J. Hearn, 'Creating a public estate: ' Crown land 
purchasing in the Whanganui InquiJy District, 1865 to 2000. Wellington, 2007, p.147. 
237 AJLC Session n, 1879, No.6, pp.3-4. 
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Crown engaged in a careful calculation of likely costs and returns as part of its overall 

revenue, expenditure, and bon'owing. Such fiscal considerations underlay the 

Crown's proh'acted resistance to having prices for lands owned by Maori based on 

independently prepared valuations. 

With respect to Te Rohe Potae, the methods and considerations the Crown employed 

during the 1870s to establish the plices remained in place up to the passage of the 

Maori Land Settlement Act 1905. Thus in 1889 for 17 Te Rohe Potae blocks, the 

Surveyor General set out the maximum price per acre at which lands should be 

purchased, the price at which the Crown could expect to sell the same lands, and the 

profit that it could expect to secure.238 Details relating to 13 of those blocks are set 

out in Table 3.1. If it is assumed that the Crown acquired all the land specified, that is, 

300,992 acres, it would have paid a maximum of £99,141, and if it is assumed that it 

then sold all the land acquired then it would have secured a gross return of £230,972. 

That return would have represented an increase of fully 133 percent. Once the Crown 

deducted its estimated costs, it expected to secure a net profit of £74,087 or a rate of 

return of 75 percent on its initial outlay of £99,141, If it is further assumed that Maori 

would have received, had they been free to sell their lands, the net return expected by 

the Crown, such retum could be regarded as representing a major h'ansfer of wealth to 

the Crown, 

238 The following paragraph is based on information given ip Boulton, Land alienation, p.21O. 
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Table 3.1: Te Rohe Potae blocks: prices to be paid, gross returns to Crown, and 
net profit to Crown (nearest f), 1889 

Blocks Maximum Gross return Difference Net profit to 
price payable to Crown between Cols Crown 

2 and 3 
Mangauika 1370 3425 2055 1199 
Kopua 2344 5859 3515 2051 
Waiwhakaata 3452 8631 5179 3021 
Tokotokoraha 1119 2798 1679 979 
Otorohanga 7691 19228 11537 6730 
Orahiri 2863 7158 4295 2505 
Kinohaku East 19950 49875 29925 17456 
Kakepuku 8600 21500 12900 7525 
Omuwhero 3543 8858 5315 3100 
Puketarata 8992 22480 13488 7868 
Maungarangi 350 875 525 306 
Wharepuhunga 33764 67529 33765 16882 
Tokanui 5103 12756 7653 4465 
Totals 99141 230972 131831 74087 

Source: Boulton, Land alienation p.21 0 

In fact, the Crown had no intention of paying the maximum prices recommended by 

the Surveyor General. MatT recorded that Native Minister set the purchase price at 5s 

per acre, while the Native Department's Under Secretary instructed Wilkinson to 

offer 3s 6d per acre (inespective of quality), partly in an effort to cover any losses that 

might accompany the purchasing programme.239 If the data presented in Table 3.1 are 

re-calculated at that rate, then Maori would have received a gross sum of £75,248 and 

the Crown's gross return would have increased to £155,752. Table 3.2 sets out for the 

blocks listed in Table 3.1 the areas actually acquired by the Crown to 1905 and the 

prices paid. 

239 Marr, The alienation of Maori land, p.94. Wilkinson was the officer in charge of all Rohe Potae 
(Aotea Block) purchases. I 
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Table 3.2: Selected Te Rohe Potae blocks acquired by the Crown 1890 to 
1905 

Blocks Acres acquired Price paid: £ Price paid per acre: s 
Mangauika 8045 1540 3.83 
Kopua 11615 2315 3.97 
Waiwhakaata 27215 7698 5.66 
Takatokoroha 3047 762 5.00 
Otorohanga 9424 2615 5.55 
Orahiri 9690 3456 7.13 
Kinohaku East 79554 25473 6.40 
Kakepuku 10059 3115 6.19 
Ouruwhero 17652 3089 3.50 
Puketarata 34447 9375 5.40 
Maungarangi 1233 216 3.50 
Wharepuhunga 229672 28709 2.50 
Totals 441653 88363 4.00 

Source: Innes 

The Crown encountered several difficulties as it sought to implement its land 

purchasing plans: surveys took time to complete; the Native Land Court, burdened 

with title investigations and the compilation of ownership lists, deferred defIning 

relative shares; and resistance on the part of Te Rohe Potae Maori to selling lands, 

especially their best lands, and the imperilling their efforts to expand the pastoral 

(sheep) industry in the region featured prominently. Maori were sufflciently reluctant 

to sell that in 1891 the Crown looked to take advantage of the apparent inability of 

Maori meet the survey costs the payment of which it had agreed, in January 1889, to 

defer for two years. 240 The price that the Crown was prepared to pay was also a 

factor. What became the Crown's default offer of 3s 6d per acre was widely rejected 

by Maori (to whom settlers had rep0l1edly offered up to £3 per acre despite the 

prohibition on private dealings). A decision by the Crown to raise the price on some 

of the blocks that it sought to 5s per acre failed to generate the hoped for interest 

240 Marr, The alienation of Maori land, pp.102 and 105. Te Rohe Potae Maori leaders and the Crown 
agreed that the Crown would advance the actual cost of the surveys, and that Maori would repay such 
costs in land or cash, with the Crown's outlay to be covered by liens registered over the lands involved 
as provided for by section 25 of the Native Land Court Act 1886 Amendment Act 1888. Payment was 
postponed for two years but charges would after that time attract simple interest at the rate of five 
percent per annum until discharged. Further, with respect to lands purchased by the Crown, survey 
costs were to be shared by both parties according to the proportion acquired by the Crown and that 
retained by Maori. The cost of surveying joint boundaries was to be shared. See Marr, The alienation of 
Maori land, p.51 . 
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among Maori. The Waikato Times noted that Te Rohe Potae Maori were 'quite alive 

to the fact that were the restriction [ on alienation] removed they could command a 

very much higher figure.' It went on to record that: 

. .. if the natives were left untrammelled they would sell the land which they 
cannot utilise with their present means, and apply the money they received to 
the improvement of that which they retained. The avowed determination not to 
sell is ... the result of the resh'ictions on their fi'eedom and disgust at the low 
price offered by Government. 241 

Maori were also fully aware of the greatly enhanced values that in all likelihood 

would follow the conshllction of the railway and upon which the Crown itself was 

determined to capitalise. 242 

In 1894 Seddon, concerned over the slow pace of land acquisition in Te Rohe Potae 

and the wide dispersal of many of the purchases that the Crown had been able to 

conclude ordered a review of the land purchasing programme. Thus in October 1894 

he directed Minister of Lands McKenzie (the Department of Lands having taken over 

the Land Purchase Department in the previous year) to appoint additional land 

purchase officers and to concentrate on the acquisition of land lying near the railway 

and near conshllcted and planned roads. He also ordered a review of p11ces with a 

view to increasing the Crown's offers and thus felt able in 1894 to assure Te Rohe 

Potae Maori that the government would pay what he termed a 'fair and reasonable' 

price. 243 

Many Te Rohe Potae Maori did sell land, the Crown acquiring between 1890 and 

1899 some 530,820 acres (or 27.5 percent of the area they had owned in 1840).244 The 

reasons for their change of heart are still not entirely clear: many were anxious to 

clear debts associated with title investigations and surveys; others sought to improve 

their housing; still others, keen to engage in sheep fanning, saw in land sales an 

opportunity to raise the capital necessalY; and others invested in businesses in what 

would become the Native townships of Otorohanga and Te Kuiti. Boulton also 

241 Waikato Times (Hamilton) 16 January 1892, p.2 
242 Boulton, Land alienation, pp.223-229. 
243 NZPD 1894, Vol 86, p.374. See Marr, The alienation of Maori land, p.124. 
244 Douglas, Innes, and Mitchell, Alienation of Maori land, pp.127 and 129. 
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suggested that the passing of key leaders, Taonui Hikaka in 1892, Rewi Maniapoto 

and Tawhiao in 1894, and Wahanui Huatare in 1897, weakened 'community 

cohesion, organization, and resistance to selling.' 245 A desire to discharge debts 

appears to have featured prominently in decisions to sell: thus in 1897 hapu of Ngati 

Maniapoto, Raukawa, Ngati Hikairo, and Ngati Tuwharetoa claimed that 'Our lands 

are saddled with many expenses alising from courts and surveys and we desire to 

employ the land that it may pay its own expenses.' 246 In an effort to maintain 

collective control of and authority over their lands, to deflect the Crown's tactic of 

purchasing individual interests, and to raise the money necessary to discharge title 

investigation and survey costs, a number of hapu thus created 'sale blocks.' Man 

noted that such blocks allowed Maori to retain a measure of conh'ol over the area and 

location of the land that would be offered for sale, while offering the prospect of 

flushing out the extent of the Crown's covert purchases?47 The tactic hardly served to 

deter the Crown and indeed it endeavoured to employ sale blocks as a means of 

gaining a purchasing toehold in the parent blocks. 

The course of prices paid by the Crown 

Boulton suggested that while the prices paid by the Crown for Te Rohe Potae lands 

remained 'relatively static' until 1897, the maximum paid thereafter rose above 5s per 

acre although the average for the entire period from 1889 to 1907 was just 4s per 

acre. 248 The data published by the Native Land Commission in 1907 for the period 

:fi:om 1892 to August 1906 do not suggest any rise in average prices paid until after 

the passage of the Maori Land Settlement Act 1905 (a matter explored below). 

Robinson and Christoffel attributed the supposed rise to 'the increasing amounts of 

money the Liberal Government allocated to land purchase within the inquiry 

district.'249 That would seem to be a rather unlikely explanation. A 1911 return sets 

out for the period 1891-1892 to 1904-1905 the area of land acquired by the Crown 

245 Boulton, Land alienation, p.455. 
246 Jl 189711516, ANZ Wellington. 
247 Marr, The alienation of Maori land, p. l 02. 
248 Boulton, Land alienation, p.381.The details of Crown purchsses given in AJHR 1911, 06 indicate 
that the Crown paid an average of 4.89s per acre. 
249 Helen Robinson and Paul Christoffel, Aspects of Rohe Potae political engagement, 1886 to 1913. 
Wellington, 2011, p,47 . 
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